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LORD CHESTERFIEL D's 
LETTERS to his FRIENDS, 


YÞ 0-0-K it 


LTC — N £8 
To SOLOMON DAYROLLES, 
Of HENLEY-PARE, Eſq; 
2 2 
TO SOME OTHER FRIENDS 


IN ENGLAND. 


Vol. IV. B 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H E correſpondence with Mr. Dayrolles being mu- 

* tilated in ſome parts, as will appear by the aſte- 
riſks, it is neceſſary to inform the public, that, great 
friendſhip having ſubſifted between lord Cheſterfield and 
Mr. Dayroll:s's family, ſome of the omiſſions related 
to private concerns, which would not be intereſting to 
the public; other parts were written for his own pri- 
vate information, when his lordſhip was ſecretary of 
ſtate, and Mr. Dayrolles in a public character at the 
Hague; and ſome other parts again are a continuation 
of ſuch political and private correſpondence, after his 
lordſhip had quitted public buſineſs, in which ſome mea- 
ſures, operations and perſons concerned in them, are 100 
particularly deſcanted upon, for Mr. Dayrolles to allow 
himſelf to give them to the public, as they were commu- 
nicated to him in the moſt confidential manner. 

It will not be improper likewiſe to add, that, having 
defired my friend Mr. Dayrolles to favour me with 
notes and obſervations, in order to make ſome paſ- 
ſages of theſe very intereſting letters more intelligible to 
the reader, he was ſo good as to comply with my 
requeſt. I have likewiſe added here and there a few of 
my own, where I thought ſome information about per- 
fous and books might be agreeable to the public. 
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LET IT NN I. 


To James DavroLLEs, Eſq; his majeſty's . 
| reſident at the Hague. 


London, June 5, O. S. 17 30. 
S 1 Rg | 


AM much obliged to you for the joy you 
expreſs at the favours the king has beſtowed 


upon me. I wiſh they could furniſh me with an 


opportunity of giving you effectual proofs of my 


ſincere friendſhip and regard. Your nephew, wha 
is very deſerving of the kindneſs you have for 


him, may depend upon my ſervices, whenever an 
opportunity offers; and I had ſome thoughts, at 
this very time, of appointing him ſecretary of the 
embaſly at Paris, under lord Waldegrave, who is 
deſtined to that employment; but unfortunately 
the duke of Newcaftle had juſt obtained, of the 
king, the nomination to that office for his kinſ- 
man *, who had been ſecretary to the congreſs at 


4 : Soiſſons, 


LETTRES DE MYLokD CHESTERFIELD, 


LY 2 IT 


CET RE DE 


A Monſieur Jaques DayROLLES, reſident de ſa 


/ 
MaJesTE Britannique a la Haye. 


A Londres, ce 5 Juin, V. S. 1730. 
MO NSIE U R, | 


TE ſuis tres-ſenſible à la part, que vous prenez 

aux bontes, que le roi a eu pour mol, et je 
voudrois bien qu'elles me donnaſſent une occaſion 
de vous temoigner, par des effets, la veritable-ami- 
tie et conſideration que J'ai pour vous. Votre ne- 
veu, qui eſt tres-digne de la tendreſſe que vous avez 
pour lui, peut compter ſur mes {ſervices dans les oc- 
caſions, et j'avois penſé à cette heure de le faire 
ſecrẽtaire de Fambaſſade à Paris ſous mylord Walde- 
grave, qui eſt deſtine a cette commiſſion; mais 
malheureuſement le duc de Newcaſtle avoir juſte- 
ment obtenu du roi cet emploi pour ſon parent “, 
qui avoit été ſecretaire du congres à Soiſſons, et qui 
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Soiſſons, and claimed it as his right. I ſhall cer- 
tainly recommend your nephew to lord Harrington, 
though I believe he will make no changes in the 
office, and beſides, if he did, I know he has ſome 
young people belonging to him. With regard to 
my place of lord-ſteward, I have none but ſmall 
places in my gift, which would not be worth his 
acceptance. But we ſhall talk over this affair more 
at large, when we meet again at the Hague, 
which I hope will be ſoon. In the mean time, 
do me the juſtice .to be perſuaded that no man 
iving is more truly | 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


Be ſo good as to preſent my moſt humble 
reſpects to Mrs. Dayrolles. 


— 2 * 


* — 
OT 


"=> — 2 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. I. 7 
y pretendoit comme de droit. Je ne manquerai pas 
de parler en faveur de votre neveu à mylord Har- 
rington, quoique je crois qu'il ne fera pas de change- 
ment dans le bureau; et d'ailleurs, s'il en faiſoit, je 
ſais qu'il a des jeunes gens, qui lui appartiennent. 
Par rapport a la charge de grand-maitre que j'ai, il 
n'y a à ma diſpoſition que des petits emplois, qui ne 


lui conviendroient nullement. Mais nous parlerons 


plus amplement de cette affaire, quand j'aurai le 
plaiſir de vous revoir à la Haye, ce qui arrivera 
bientot; en attendant, faites- moi la juſtice dere. 
perſuade que je ſuis plus que perſonne, 


Votre tres-humble et tres-obeiſlant ferviteur, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


Ayez la bonte d aſſurer madame Dayrolles de 
mes tres-humbles reſpects. 
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LETT ER. - 
To SOLOMON DavYRoOLLES, Eſq; at the Hague. 


— 


London, June 23, O. S. 1734. 
MY DEAR CHEVALIER, 


J Won't make you any excuſes for this applica- 
tion, becauſe I am very ſure you are always 
glad to help an old friend. My buſineſs is, in 
ſhort, this : I want four dozen of ſhirts; two dozen 
of them to be of Holland, that comes to about ten 
ſhillings the Engliſh ell; the other two dozen, about 
tourteen ſhillings the Engliſh ell. Take the money 
of monſieur Vanneck, and give him a bill upon me 
for it. Though I have great regard for your judg- 
ment in moſt things, yet in linen I believe it will 
not be amiſs, if you can get the aſſiſtance of ma- 
dame Dayrolles, to whom I would not apply di- 
rectly myſelf, becauſe, knowing her politeneſs, I 
was ſure it would be putting her to the trouble 
of an anſwer; which trouble I thought it civiler 
to ſave her by your means. I defire you will 
make my beſt compliments to her and your uncle, 
who, I hope, are both in perfect health. | 
Do you divert yourſelf pretty well at the Hague? 
Do the ſuppers and parties of pleaſure go on in 
the Welderen family as they uſed to do? A 
friend of theirs and yours, lady Denbigh, has had 
bad diverſion here, for ſhe has loſt every thing 


ſhe. 
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ſhe had in the world, which ſhe had unfortu- 
nately left in her houſe at Twickenham *. 

I hope you continue well with your uncle and 
aunt. The regard you have always had for them, 
I am ſure, very well deſerves their kindneſs, as their 
kindneſs to you delerves your acknowledgements; 
] wiſh you all the good that can happen to you, 
and am, with great truth and eſteem, your molt faith- 
ful friend and humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


Tord Denbigh had lent his houſe at Twickenham to Monſ. 
de Chavigny, the French miniſter then in England, which by 
ſome accident was unfortunately burnt down to the ground, 
whiltt he was in poſſeſſion of it. 
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| LETTER III. 


| To Solomon DayROLLES, Eſq; at the Hague. 


London, Aug. 19, O. S. 17 34. 
MY DEAR CHEVALIER, 


HAVE received your letter, with the annexed 

account, Mr. Vanneck writes by this day's 
poſt to his brother at the Hague, to furniſh you 
with what money you ſhall aſk for; ſo that you 
may take up what you want, to pay for the holland, 
the making, &c. I ſhould think Mr. Finch's * 
return would be a good opportunity to ſend them 
over, as he is ſoon expected home. 

If you could perſuade your uncle to ſolicit Mr. 
Walpole for leave to reſign his employment in your 
favour, with a proviſo that he ſhould enjoy the 
emoluments during his life, that would be a means 
of ſecuring it to you; and Mr. Walpole can very 
eaſily bring it about, if he pleaſes. Without this 
precaution, I ſhould be afraid of that Mr. Pelham 
that is with him, who would not fail to put in for 
it, if your uncle ſhould die. 

If you can perſuade your uncle to approve of 
this propoſal, he muſt get Mr. Van Borſele, and 
ſome of the members of the regency, to make 
intereſt for you with Mr. Walpole; for in the pre- 
ſent junEture, he will pay great regard to the recom- 
mendation of thoſe gentlemen. | 


— 


Adieu, 
* The honorable William Finch, envoy extraordinary and 


plenipotentiary at that time, at the Hague, but now recalled and 
immedi- 
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LE T Ai. 


A U M NN . 


i A Londres, ce 19 Aout, V. S. 1734. 
MON CHER CHEVALIER, 


2 regu votre lettre, avec le compte ci: joint. 
Mr. Vanneck écrit par cet ordinaire a ſon frère 


a la Haye, de vous fournir tel argent que vous lui 
demanderez; de ſorte que vous prendrez pour payer 
la toile, la fagon, &c. Je crois que le retour de 
monſieur Finch * pourra etre une bonne occaſion de 
les envoyer, car il revient ici bientot. 

Si vous pouviez perſuader a votre oncle de ſolli- 
citer Mr. Walpole, pour qu'il pùt fe demettre de 
{on emploi en votre faveur, bien entendu qu'il rece- 
vroit lui tous les appointemens fa vie durant, cela 
vous Vaſſureroit en tout cas; et monſieur Walpole 
pourroit tres facilement le moyenner, s'il vouloit. 
Car ſans cette precaution, je crains ce monſieur Pel- 
ham qui eſt avec lui, et qui ne manqueroit pas de 
s'y fourrer, en cas que votre oncle vint a manquer. 

Si vous pouvez porter votre oncle a agreer cette 
propoſition, qu'il faſſe en ſorte que monſieur Van 
Borſele, et quelques: uns de la regence, s'intẽreſſent 
en votre faveur, auprès de monſieur Walpole : car 
dans la conjoncture preſente, il aura de grands egards 
pour la recommandation de ces meſſieurs. 


immediately replaced by his excellency Horatio Walpole as ambaſ- 
ſador extraordinary and plenipotentiary. 


7 Adieu, 
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| Adieu, chevalier. Fear God, divert yourſelf, and 
drink cool as often as you can. I ſhall always be 
Your, &c. 


CHESTERFIELD, 


© 7 


ET 


TO THE. SAME. 


—  - —- 


London, Dec. 3, O. 8. 17 34. 
MY DEAR CHEVALIER, | 


HAVE this moment received your letter; 

and captain Brett has ſent me word, that in two 
or three days I ſhall receive the remaining two dozen 
of ſhirts. I am very well pleaſed with thoſe I have 
already, and am much obliged to you for the trou- 
ble you have taken about them; though to ſay the 
truth, conſidering the goodneſs and cheapneſs of 
the holland, I believe I am chiefly obliged to Mrs. 


' Dayrolles, and I beg you will give my compliments 


and thanks to her, | 

You ſay matrimony is an epidemical diſtemper at 
the Hague, Take care of yourſelf, my friend, and 
don't do a fooliſh thing. You are welcome to love 
the fair lady you mention, as much as you pleaſe 
but no conjugal love, I charge you. You may trifle 
if you will, but let it go no further. A man of 


ſenſe will love a pretty woman; but he is a ſimple- 


ton who marries her merely becauſe ſhe is pretty. 
Adieu, my dear chevalier. I am, upon my ho- 
nor, very ſincerely, Your, &c. 
=  CrrsSTERFIELD. 
P. S. My compliments to your uncle. 


LET- 
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Adieu, chevalier. Craignez Dieu, divertiſſez- 
vous, et beuvez frais autant que faire ſe pourra. 
Je ſerai toujours Votre, &c. 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 


— 


LETTRE NAV. 


AU MEM E. 


A Londres, ce 3 Dec. V. S. 17344 
MON CHER CHEVALIER, 


E recois dans ce moment votre lettre; et le 
capitaine Brett m'a fait dire que dans deux. ou 
trois jours je recevrai les autres deux douzaines de 
chemiſes. Je ſuis très- content de celles que j'ai 
deja, et je vous ſuis tres-oblige de la peine que vous 
avez priſe a ce ſujet z quoiqu'à dire la verite, va la 
bonté de la toile, et le bon marché, je crois en etre 
redevable aux ſoins de madame Dayrolles, a qui 
vous voudrez bien faire mes complimens et mes 
remercimens. | 
Vous dites que le mariage eſt un mal epidemique 
a la Haye prenez y donc bien garde, mon ami, et 
ne faites point de ſottiſes. Aimez la princeſſe en 
queſtion tant qu'il vous plaira; mais point d'un 
amour conjugal, s'il vous plait. Badinez, badinez; 
mais reſtez en la. Un honnete homme aime bien 
une jolie perſonne; mais ce n'eſt qu'un nigaud, qui 
epouſe uniquement parcequ'elle eſt jolie. 
Adieu, mon cher chevalier; je ſuis fur mon hon- 
neur tres-veritablement Votre, &c. 
3 CHESTERFIELD. 
Mes complimens a vetre oncle. 


LEE. 
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London, Jan. 23, O. S. 1739. 
DEAR CHEVALIER, 


MAKE you no compliments of condolence 
upon the death of your uncle; for, though I 
loved him very well, I love you better, and you 
are now eaſy and independent, I intended to 
have executed your commiſſion to lord Harrington ; 
but I happened firſt to ſee, Horace Walpole, who I 
thought might prove more ſerviceable to you in this 
aſfair, than the other: accordingly I ſpoke to him; 
and he told me he had received a letter from you to 
the ſame effect, and that he would take care of the 
whole affair. The only difficulty, he apprehended, 
was with relation to your plate, if it happened to 
be of foreign make. I told him that, as well 
as I remembered, it was Engliſh. 

Pray take care to keep well with your aunt, 
who, I am informed, has a good deal left in her 
own power. Tell me what diſpoſition your uncle 
made, what you have got, what you intend to do, 
and when you come here; for I intereſt myſelf 

really in whatever concerns you, and am ſincerely, 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LE T- 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK Il. LET. v. vl. vn. 15 
LETT & KN Vas 


TO THE SAME, 


London, May 4, O.S. 1747. 
MR. RESIDENT, 


HAVE finiſhed your affair this morning : it 
went ealy; and you mult go very ſoon. Come 
to town immediately upon the receipt of this, and 
wind up your own private bottoms as well as you 
can in the mean time ; for you muſt 80 on Friday. 
Je vous en felicite. Adieu. 
C. * 


Ern. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 9, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


HAVE received your two laſt ſeparate letters 
of the 13th and 16th, N. S. and thank you for 
the informations they give me. & * 

You did right in putting yourſelf in the prince 
of Orange's way, and at the ſame time in not ob- 
truding yourſelf upon him for a private audience. 


Whenever you have one, give him all poſſible aſſu- 
rances of my attachment; but keep to generals, 


unleſs before that time I ſhould ſend you ſome parti- 


* Lord Cheſterfield was at this time ſecretary of ſtate for 
the Northerg Department, 


cular 
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cular inſtructions. I find by what Ligonier ſaid to 
you, that the French have that ſuperiority which I 
apprehended they would have; and I own that I diſ- 
like the proſpect in Flanders, for I cannot think that 
maréèchal de Saxe has brought the French king to 
the army, to be <ither a ſpectator of inaction, or to 
| attempt what he has not a moral cettainty of ſuc- 
ceeding in. The king, I can aſſure you, approves 
of your office letters: ſo continue to write ih that 
manner, and put in every circumſtance relative to the 
affairs of the republic, though ſeemingly trifling. 
As for what you hear from other quarters of Europe, 
you will inſert it or not, in proportion as you give 
credit to it, or as you think it deſerves notice, The 
application, concerning the ſhip Eendragbt, you 
ſhould have put in your office letter, becauſe that 
now the memorial will appear in the office, without 
any letter relative to it. Therefore put all thoſe ſort 
of things for the future in your office letters. With- 
out complimenting your honor, you do extremely 


well; and an experienced miniſter could not have 
done better. 


Vos pareils à deux fois ne ſe font pas con noftre, 


Et pour leurs coups d cal, veulent des coups de maitre (a). 


I need not tell you, that T love you ſincerely, and 
am convinced of your attachment to 


Yours, | 
. 
(a) Two verſes of Corneille's Cid, which may be rendered thus; 


Such forward talents no improvement need 
Their firſt attempts are maſter - ſtrokes indeed. 


J. E T- 


7 ie 
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RN VIII. 


| London, June 16, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


# 1 ACKNOWLEDGE at once your two ſeparate 


letters of the 2oth and 23d, N. S. 
Lou anſwered the princeſs royal very well, when 


ſhe recommended monſieur de la Millerie to you; 


and, when you have an opportunity, acquaint her 
(with my moſt humble reſpects) that I will not fail 
to put lord Harrington frequently in mind of her 
royal highneſs's orders, but, however, without an- 
ſwering for the ſucceſs. 

As the prince has lately ſpoke to you as freely 
as uſual, it is very probable that his former coolnels 
was through inadvertency or diſtraction only. At 
leaſt, ſcem to think ſo. 

Far from diſliking the diſſolution of the parlia- 
ment, I approved of, and promoted ir, as much 
as any body, and do think it a very right mea- 
ſure, as will appear, I dare ſay, by the majority 
which we ſhall have in the new one. Our enemies 


have not time to work, nor money to work with, as 


they would have had if this parlizment had died a 
year hence of a natural death. * ## # # # # # 

If the Dutch will declare war, it ke be now, 
that the French have embargoed their ſhips. I con- 
ceive why the prince does not care to preſs them 

Vol. IV. = PL "00. 


13 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
to it; but I don't conceive why thoſe, who wiſh well, 
and who have ſpirit, don't do it of themſelves. # * 
* * * * # 
Don't diſtruſt yourſelf, for upon my word you 
do perfectly well. Good night. 


P. S. I ſend you the incloſed from poor Cha- 
faigne my page: if you can do him any ſervice, by 
ſpeaking in his behalf to any of the prince's people, 
Pray do. 


E 


— 


T THS SAME. 


London, June 23, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYRKOLLES, 


A” the letters of the goth, N. S. are not yet 
come in, I have little to ſay to you by this 
poſt; and ſhould hardly have written, but that I love 
to write to you, becauſe I know that you love to 
hear from me. 

expect bad news every day from Italy, and wiſh 
more than I hope for good news from Flanders. 
Something, I chink, muſt ſoon happen there. 
I have had a very ſatisfactory letter from Mr. 
Harte, and am convinced there has been no gaming 


at all in the caſe, However, when you hear from 
Mr. de Bochat or madam, in anſwer to the letter 


you write, pray fend me their letters, A propos of 


monſieur 
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TO HIS FRIENDS: BOOK II. LET. vn. Ix. x. 19 
monſieur de Bochat, pray tell me in what way I can 
reward him, for the lectures that he has read to the 
boy. Should I ſend him money, how much? If no 
money, what mult I preſent him with, and to about 
what value? Tell me withcut reſerve. Make my 
fincereſt compliments to your aunt. Good night. 
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LETTER-X 


Lets 


TO THE SAME. 


London, July 3, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 RECEIVED by the laſt mail your letter of the 
7th, N. S. and though I have very little time 
to-night, yet I would not omit acquainting you, 
that the hints, which I gave you in one of my for- 
mer letters, are now uſeleſs, #### * a 
I thank you for the account, which you ſent me 
from Lauſanne, though I can't ſay that it gives me 
great comfort. I ſhall hint nothing of it to the boy®, 
while he ſtays at Lauſanne, that he may neither 
accuſe nor ſuſpe& any body there of being my infor- 
mer; but, as ſoon as he is at Leipſig, he ſhall re- 
ceive des mercuriales (reproofs) upon all thoſe points. 
I own I am in great pain for the Dutch frontier, 
| Bergen-op-zoom, Breda, or Bois. le. duc; but chiefly 
the two firſt, being, I am convinced, the object of 


® Philip Stanhope, lord Cheſterfield's natural ſon, 
C2 the 


— — — —— 
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the French, whieh, if they ſucceed in, the conſe. 
ſequence is but too plain. Pray tell me, what you 
take to be the whole force of prince Saxe Ley 
hauſen's corps. 


% / 
Tours faithfully, 
CHESTERFIELD» 


. 2 
F 


LETTER N. 


FO THE SAME. 


London, July 17, O. S. 17 50- 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


SHALL rake it ill of you, and Jook upon it 
as contempt, if you are not in a damn'd paſſion 


at me, for not having writ to you theſe two poſts; 


but T have really been ſo entirely taken up with the 
political puzzle, which we have been in, that I have 
not had a minute's time to pay my ſeparate duty to 
F 

Lord Sandwich embarks for Holland on Sunday 
night, or Monday morning at fartheſt. After his 
arrival, I cannot find in my heart to refuſe you your 


viſit to Ubbergue *, where I wiſh I could attend 
you, and where TI defire you would preſent my re- 


ſpects a tutte quante. But I would have you con- 
trive to ſet out on ſome Wedneſday morning, and 


* The country ſeat of count Welderen's family in the province 
of Gue,gerlard, 


5 | Teturn 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK IT. LET. x. XI. xn. 
return to. the Hague on the Monday night, or the 


21 


Tueſday morning following, by which means you 


will miſs but one poſt; and ſo we heartily wiſh you 
farewell for to-night. 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


= 


P. S. I have this minute received yours'of the 
25th, by the laſt paragraph of which I find you are 


a little angry, but not angry enough. 


LE rr. 


TO THE SAME. 


n. July 3i, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

HAVE received yours of the 4th of Auguſt, 
N. S. but I have fo little to fay to you by this 
poſt, that it is only the ſatisfaction, which J have in 

writing to you, makes me write to- night. * * 
I have writ to Mr. Harte to inquire at Lauſanne 
of ſome of monſieur de Bochat's friends, in what 


way to make him a compliment for the trouble he 


has been at, and to act accordingly, and likewiſe to 
make ſome preſent to monſieur de Brenles, when 


they leave Lauſanne, which will now be very ſoon, 


for I have ordered them to be at Leipſig by Michael- 
mas, N.S. As they will therefore leave Lauſanne 
"WY | in 
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in three weeks, I ſhall be obliged to you, if you 
will write to monſieur de Brenles in about a fort- 
night, to defire that he will ſend you in the utmoſt 


confidence, but with the greateſt freedom, the intire 


analyſis of the boy's heart, mind, and manners; 
which in all this time he muſt know thoroughly, 
having ſeen him every day, and in his unguarded 


Hours. It will be of infinite uſe for me to know all 


theſe particulars, I have not yet mentioned, either 


to the Loy or Mr. Harte, any thing of what madame 


de Bochat writ to you, that they might not ſuſpect 
from whence it came, or endeavour to fiſh it out. 
But as ſoon as they are got to Leipſig, they ſhall hear 
of it with a vengeance, but fo, as that it ſhall be 


irnpoſſible tor them to gueſs from whence I had it. 


I am aſtoniſhed at the not ſending prince Wal- 
deck's corps into the lines of Bergen · op- zoom, where 
they would, with thoſe troops that were in the lines 
before, have formed a ſtrength, which might proba- 
bly have ſaved the town; whereas, divided as they 
are, I fear that neither corps is ſtrong enough lepa- 

rately tor any purpole. Adieu. | 


Tours, 


% * 
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Er ren Sit. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 11, O. 8. 1747. 


» 


BEAR DAYROLLES *, 


F WAS in doubt, whether J ſhould write to you 
to-night or not, it being doubtful, whether by 
this time you have a head upon your ſhoulders or 
not. But, upon mature deliberation, I determined 
to write eventually, knowing, that at worſt, my 
letter would by no means be the firſt that had been 
ſent to a miniſter without a head. I confeſs the 
hopes which I have, that the French will raiſe the 
ſiege of Bergen-op-zocom, ariſe from the apprehen- 
ſions which they may entertain of you and the 
biſhop of Raphoe; for otherwiſe, I ſee no one thing, 
that ſhould induce them to it. 

I ſuſpe& that the biſhop of Raphoe has an eye 
to the biſhoprick of Munſter, upon the death of the 
elector of Cologne, and means to ſhew that he will 
do as well as Bernard Van Galen (a). | 
I am perſuaded, that the new tax'+, {from which 
ſuch 


* An excurſion of M. Dayrolles to Bergen-op-zoom with the 
biſhop of Ruphoe (Twiiden) was the cccafion of this letter, 

(a) The warlike biſhop of Munſter, who twice laid ſiege to his 
capital, and was ſo active in the Dutch war ot the year 167 2. 

F This tax, under the name of Liberal Gift or Don Gratuit, was 
raiſed in a very extraordinary manner. Large cafes or trunks were 
placed in all the town-hoajes in the province of Holland, in which, 


C 4 all. 
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fuch ſums are expected, will either not be laid, from 
the oppoſition it will meet with; or, if laid, will 
hardly be collected without the aſſiſtance of dragoons. 
In my opinion, when Bergen-op-zoom ſhall be taken, 
the conſternation will be univerſal in the republic, 
and the tone of the moſt ſanguine will be altered. 
Williamſtadt or Zealand will fall next; and then 
what ground our troops will have to ſtand upon, and 
where they will find quarters, I am at a loſs to gueſs, 
Jam even in pain for their exiſtence, after the town 
ſhall be taken. 

I have ſigned your bill of 0 Pray 
what becomes of Kreuningen? Is he not frightened 
out of his wits? Adieu. 


Yours faithfully, 
C. 


all perſons, whoſe whole capital did not amount to leſs than 2000 


| florins, were obliged to depoſite upon oath, either in caſh, obliga- 


tions of the ſtate, or plate, to the value of at leaſt 2 per cent. of 
whatever they poſſeſſed, either in caſh, land, jewels, plate, pic- 
tures, obligations, employments, &c. none but houſhold goods 
and wearing apparel to be excepted. They were allo obliged to 
ſwear, that in caſe they ſhould afterwards find out, that they had 
nat paid in their quotas, according to a true and Juſt evaluation of 
all their effects, they would faithfully make it up again, to the beſt 
of their knowledge. 

The ſum produced by this heavy impoſition w was kept a profound 
ſecret, and never came to the knowledge of the world with any 
certainty. However, there is good reaſon to think, that the amount 
of the ſame did not fall ſhort of twenty-two millions of florins, viz, 
two millions ſterling, in the fingle province of Holland. The 
public debt of that province alone, at that time, was computed at 
forty millions ſterling, 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK Il. LET. XII, XIV. ag, 


F 


LETTER: XIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 21, O. 8 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


AM very glad to find the —— bombs, 

L ſhells, and mines, which you went to viſit at 
Bergen-op zoom, received you ſo civilly, as to give 
you all the entertainment they could afford, without 
playing you thoſe tricks, which they are apt to do to 


thoſe with whom they are more familiar. In ſhort, 


you are well off, and I am glad of it, 

I think, as you do, that the town muſt fall, and 
ſoon, it being impoſſible for the whole army to 
march to its relief: at leaſt the duke is convinced of 
it, though I find that the prince of Orange is of a 
contrary opinion. That is not, I doubt, the only 
point, upon which they differ. 

I ſee the 2 per cent. tax is not yet laid, and that the 


ſtates of Holland are ſeparated to deliberate upon it, 


I own, I much doubt, whether it will be laid; and 
ſtill more, whether it will he levied if laid. Adieu. 


LK T- 
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LETTER XV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 25, O. S. 1747. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 
* * „ ** The taking of the Ruſſians 
is, in my mind, eventually a right ſtep, provided we 


make the right uſe of it; that is, to treat ſeriouſly of 
peace, with force in our hands for war, For I am 


convinced, that every thing that does not tend to a 
peace, is abſurd, and will in the end prove fatal. | 
I have no opinion of your new tax; and though 
it may be laid, I believe it will be ſo lamely col- 
lected, that it will not produce any thing like what 
is propoſed, Pray tell me what impartial people 
think of it. e 
Don't be diſtruſtful of yourſelf; for every body 
here allows, that it is impoſlible to do better than 
you have done. So good night. 


Youxs, 
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EE TTERXvVL 


To THE SAME, 


London, Sept. 11, O.S. 1747, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


DON'T acknowledge ſeparately the ſeveral 
letters, which I have received from you ſince my 


Jaſt, as you are ſenſible that I muſt have received 


them, and have not always time to anſwer them. 

* * * arrived here the day before yeſterday; but 
what his buſineſs is, is yet a ſecret to me. * * * 
* „ „ „ * * He talks more extravagantly than 
ever poor lord * * did. Bergen-op-zoom is no 
loſs, the Dutch have more reſources than they want; 
and though they ſhould loſe a province or two this 
year, they will recoyer that and a great deal more 


the net. Adieu, mon cher enfant. 


(Adieu, my dear child.) 
; IE 2 


LET T ER XVI. 
TO THE SAME. 
| London, Sept. 22, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


” FX. 0 S- 03 os concerned for the 
public, which I take to be in a very dangerous ſitua- 


tion; as to myſelf in particular, I am extremely 


eaſy. 


as it is now, and I never knew it emptier. 


fome form, both within and without. 
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caſy. I will continue in public life, while I can do 
it with honor; and, when I cannot, 1 ſhall enjoy pri- 
vate life with pleaſure, and I hope ſome reputation. 

The republic talks and looks big; but neither does, 
nor I fear can act up to it. 
the dangers of this year, by the force which they 
are to raiſe the next, I am at a loſs to diſcover. 


And how they will repel 


I have ſpoke to Mr. Pelham about your payment, 


and will take care that you ſhall be paid as ſoon as, 
or ſooner than, any other foreign miniſter ; and more 
you mult not expect, for a very ſtrong reaſon, which 


is, that there is not money. 
The parliament, will meer the ſecond week in No- 
vember; till when the town will continue as empty 


My only 
amuſement is my new houſe, which has now taken 


one diſagreeable circumſtance that attends 1 it, which 
is the expence. Adieu. 


LETTER XVIII. 
To THE SAME. 


London, Oct. 2, O. 8. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


NCLOSED is a letter for Mr. de Bochet (a), 
which I deſire that you will direct properly, and 


forward to him; for the proper titles are of great 


(a) A profeſſor of hiſtory and civil law in the univerſity of Lau- 
ſanne, whote lectures young Mr. Stanhope attended. 


There is but | 


importance 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XVII. XVII. ag: 
importance all over Germany. My letter is an an- 
fwer to a very civil one, which you ſent from him, 
and at the ſame time conveys my thanks for his 
book (a), which, as far as I have read, is, I think, 
an exceltent one, He gives me in the main a good 
character of the boy, and He has very kindly wrote 
to profeſſor Maſcow (59, to inform him previouſly 
of what the boy does or does not know, of his diſpo- 


firions, character, &c, all which it is right that the 
ptofeſſor ſhould know before-hand, in order to take 
his meaſures the better. 1 * * * 1 1 2 * 


Though things go now ſmoothly, and to the with 
of the ſtadtholder in Holland, I faſpe& that they 
will not long continue to do ſo. The heads, that 
govern now, are too hot for 'the old ones that are 


to obey; and I forelee that the ſtring will be pulled 


till it breaks. 
Make my compliments to your aunt. Yours moſt 
faithfully, . 


. 


(a} Critical refearches into the ancient fate of the Helvetic body, *vith 
an account of the monuments of antiquity found in Switzerland, That 
gentleman had publiſned, ten years before, à critical and political 


enquity into the origin of the cuſtom of letting national n. to VAl105 
pouvers practiſed by th: Swiſs cantons, 


(5) Protetlor of laws at Leipſic. 


LE r. 
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LETTER XIX; 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Oct. 16. O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


write, when he has not a mind to it; but for the 
two laſt poſts I claim the privilege of a ſick man, 
for I have had confounded rheumatic pains: in my 
ſhoulder, for which I have been let blood, phy- 
ficked, and confined, but I am now Netty well again. 
% * W NR M w- 

Has Kreuningen paid his two per cent. and ſur— 
yived it? Have you ſeen your old friend? Bon ſeit, 


Yours, 


6. 


LS r rn 
TO THE SAM Es 


London, Dec. 1, 0.8. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
Received but laſt Sunday yours of the 1ſt N. 8. 


and there are now two more poſts due from 
Holland. 


7 . Though 


O U allow me the privilege of a buſy man, 
which is, not to write, when he has not time 
to do it; and that of a lazy man, whichis, not to 
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Though your correſpondence cannot, in this ſeaſon 
bf inaction, be fo informing as at other times, it is 
{till the correſpondence of a friend; and I value much 
more what the heart dictates, than what occurrences 
ſupply. So write on, when you have leiſure; and 
depend upon your letters being equally welcome to 


me, however full of, or free from, news. Chet- 


wynd * tells me that you have fome doubts, whether 
you ſhould regularly write your office-letters or not, 
as you have not great variety of materials for them 
at preſent. That is none of your fault.“ # += 
VVV But, however, 1 
can tell you that the king reads your letters with 
great attention, and is very well pleaſed with them; 
therefore continue by all means, and inſert every 
thing that comes to your knowledge. His ma- 
jeſty loves to hear the little occurrences of every 
place. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ 8 „ ® 

Pray endeavour to get me an exact account of all 
the troops now in the ſervice of the republic; diſtin- 


guiſhing thoſe that were there before the election 


of the ſtadthouder, and thoſe which have been raiſed 
ſince; and likewiſe an account of the priſoners {tilt 
in the poſſeſſion of the French. This account, I 
know, you can hardly get in any other ſhape, but 


that of bataillons and ſquadrons; but, however, I 


deſire you will accompany it with the beſt- grounded 
conjecture that you can form of the real number of 


effective men, to which that whole eſtabliſhment 
amounts, 


William Chetwynd, eſq. under ſecretary of ſtate in the Nor- 
thern depariment, 


As 
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vill do ſome good to his manners. 


As the world goes, I am not diſpleaſed with mon- 
ſieur de Brenles's (a) account of the boy; and, to 
tell you the truth, it is better than I expected. I 
agree with you, that Leipſig is not the place to give 


him that Bon ton, which I know he wants; but then 
' conſider, that he can acquire that bon ton, no where 
but in mixed companies, and in the pleaſures of 
people of faſhion at courts, which if he were to taſte 


of ſo young as he is now, there would be an end of 
all ſtudies. And he ſtill wants a foundation in ſeveral 


ſciences, which he will lay better at Leipſig than any 


where elſe. He will there make himſelf maſter of 


the German language, the hiſtory and conſtitution of 
the empire, ſome Grotius, ſome civil law, and other 
things, which he mult either learn now or never. Ir 
is true, that in all this time he will contract a little 
German dirt; but that is eaſier rubbed off, eſpecially 


at his age, than Engliſn dirt. Turin will effectually 


do that; and Paris ſhall give, at laſt, the true 
varniſh. 


Harte writes me word, that the boy really works 
hard, and has barely time to eat, drink, and ſleep. 
In all the vacations, he is to go to Dreſden; which 


(a) The gentlewan at whaſe houſe young Stanhope was a boarder | 
at Lauſinne. 
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nent mn Ix) 
5 TO THE SAME. 


. London, Dee. 14, O. 8. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

LFHAVE received your r of the 0 N. S. 

Vour account of the inefficiency of the govern- 
ment in Holland is, I am convinced, very true, and [I 
have the ſame from various hands. Much talking; 
and very little doing, ſanguine folly without force, 
and obſtinacy without judgment, Mareèchal de Low- 
endahl will, 1 believe, ſoon talk in a much more 
effectual manner to Zealand or Breda, though I 
ſhould rather _ thiok the latter; as it is eaſter, and 
with regard to England of more importance. 

If count Naſſau will break bones, I preſume he 
will begin with Rodriguez's *. It is a moſt ſcanda- 
lous article. 


I have ſ poke again about your pay ment, and have 
had fair promiſes; 

I have not yet recetved Memnon (a); have you 
read Angola (b) ? It is very prettily written, By the 
firſt opportunity of à courier, I ſhall ſend Kreunin- 
gen a cargo of pamphlets, though: we have had no 
good ones of late. Adieu, mon enfant. 

8 „The writer of the Cologn Gazette. 
{a) One of Voltaire's philoſophical tales. 
t A very licentious novel, written in the ſtyle of Crebillog, 
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LET. TER XII 
TO THE SAME. 


| London, Jan. 1, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
HAVE received your two laſt letters, and like- 
wiſe Memnon. I always like the former; but, to 
tell you the truth, I do not ſo much admire the latter 
as Kreuningen does, who tells me that he devoured it. 


T have ſent him a load of bad books and pamphlets, 
by his particular order ; for none good have appeared 


here of late. Pray make him my compliments and 
my excuſes for not having yet anſwered his letter, 
which I will do ſoon. 

By what you tell me, and by what I hear Ai 
other hands, there is much talking and little doing at 
the Hague; whereas the French, though they love 
talking as well as other people, ſeem to be doing, as 
I fear we ſhall ſoon find. I am called away, Good» 
night, dear Dayrolles. 


ETF An in. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 12,, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, Ou 
TPIHREE mails, which came in rogether, 
L brought me two letters from you; the caſe of 
good things, of which it is often ſaid, that but two 
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one word of it tranſpire. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK IL LEF. XXII. XXIII. XXIV. 35 
of them come over in three ſhips. The abbe de la 
Ville's letter, for I am ſure it is his, is but ſuperſicial; 
he might haye made more of the ſubject; but, hows 
ever, it is prettily writ, * * * 

Whether the tone of that court be peace or war, it 
differs only in- point of time ; for a peace there will 
neceſſarily be. If prudence makes it ſoon, it will be 
ſo much the better; but if ſanguine folly deluys it, 
neteſſity will, before it is long, make it, and make 
a damn'd bad one. We have not, nor can have, 
any force to look the French in the face with, till the 
middle of the campaign; before which time, they 
will have ſtruck their ſtroke, and the republic will 
beg, inſtead of refufing, a peace. 

I have deſired Kreuningen to ſend me any good 
new French books that come out, and to give them to 
you, who will pay him for them, and tranſmit them 
to me. And I inſiſt upon your ſending me the 
account, that I may pay you. Our bookſellers here 


import no books worth two-pence, ® # # #*# + #5 # 
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LE re, 


TO THE S AM Es 


London, Jan. 26, O, S. 1744. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


ls letter goes to you, in that confidenge, 


1 which I always ſhall, and know that I ſafely 
may, place in you. And you will therefore ngt let 


r 
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36 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
What * * wrote to * * # I believe will; nay, E 
am ſure muſt, prove true. % % 
J); Mg ok SE N  # 3» 3.6 
I tell you very truly, I long for reſt and quiet, 
equally neceſſary to my preſent ſtate, both of body 
and mind. Could I do any good, I would facrifice 
ſome more quiet to it; but, convinced as I am that 


1 can do none, I will indulge my eaſe, and preſerve 


my character. I have gone through pleaſures, while 
my conſtitution and my ſpirits would allow me. Bu- 


fineſs ſucceeded them; and J have now gone through: | 


every part of it, without liking it at all the better for 
being acquainted with it. Like many other things, 
it is moſt admired by thoſe who know it the leaſt. 
And this one conſideration would alone diſguſt one 
of it,. even if one had the ſole power; which is, that 
in this country one muſt, for political reaſons, fre- 
quently prefer the moſt unworthy to the moſt worthy, 
and proſtitute to importunity and undeſerving greedineſs 
the rewards of merit. Thus weary of buſineſs, you 
will eaſily imagine, that in retiring from my preſent 


buſineſs, I ſhall not engage in any other; but far 


from embarking upon any account in cabals and 
oppoſition, whenever I do take any part in the houſe: 


of lords, it ſhall be in ſupport of the government.“ 


Do not think neither that I mean a ſullen retirement 
from the world; on the contrary, my retreat from 
buſineſs will give me both more time and better ſpi- 
rits for the enjoyment of ſocial life, from which I 
will never withdraw myſelf. What day I ſhall reſign- 
the ſeals is not yet fixed: therefore, I deſire that you 


will not, upon any account, mention one word of 
this 
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TO EIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XXIV. 3, 
this letter, or give the leaſt intimation to any one 
living, that you know any thing of this reſolution. As 
J know the warmth of your friendſhip for me, and 
at the ſame time the warmth of your temper, I moft 
earneſtly recommend to you; nay, I inſiſt upon your 
being diſcreet, when this event ſhall become public, 


There are thoſe at the Hague, who will be glad to 


lay hold of any little flip of yours, in order to do you 


an injuty: diſappoint them by your diſcretion, and 


ſay nothing more upon it than that you knew that 
my health required exerciſe, and my temper quiet ; 
and that you know too, that whenever I can, as a 


private man, be of any uſe to the king or to the 
public, I ſhall a& the ſame out of place as I ſhould 


have done in. This conduct I ſhall look upon as a 


proof of your friendſhip, and not of your coolneſs for 
me. As I ſhall always have a ſatisfaction in hearing 


from you, write to me from time to time as uſual. 


N %% » 2 008 


Adieu for this time, my dear Dayrolles; and be 
convinced that, knowing as I do your merit, your 
good heart, your truth, and your affection, I ſhall, 
though hereafter a very uſeleſs one, be ever your 


Very faithful friend, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


, 


—ͤ—ñ—4— —— — 
— — 

— — 

— - 


— 
— — 
— 


. 


— — 
— 


—— 
—— 
— — 


— 


1 4 — 
— — 
- — > 
— — — 
— — 


— — 


— — 
—— — — 


— 


— —— 
— 


211 8 — ——— — — 
* CI — — — 


— —— 
— — — 


——— 


9 
| 
il 
it 
| 
i; 
* 
"1 


= — — 
— 2 — —˙—O22 — — — 


— — — 
— — 
— — 


8 
* — — — 
— — 
— * — — — — 5 — — 
— — —ñn— — . —— — — — 
—— — — — — — 9 — — —— — 


— - _—— —— — ——— — ̃ 
— 2 — — — — 


38 LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS, 


LETTER . 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Feb, 9, O. S. 1748. 

DEAR DAYROLLES; 
E ſort eft jetib (the die is caſt): you receive this 
letter from a ſincere friend, but not from a ſecre- 


tary of ſtate; and I know you to be ſo true a friend too, 


that I am ſure you value it more in the former character 
than in the latter. Laſt Saturday I refigned the ſeals into 
the king's hands, who parted with me in the moſt gra- 
cious manner poſſible. My health, my ſpirits, and 
my character; all concurred in this meaſure, and made 
it abſolutely neceſſary for me. I retire without any 
perſonal quarrel with any man whatſoever; and if I 
diſapproved of meaſures, it was by no means upon 
account of their authors. Far from engaging in 
oppoſition, as reſigning miniſters too commonly do, 
I ſhall, to the utmoſt of my power, ſupport the king 


and his government; which I can do with more ad- 


vantage to them, and more honour to myſelf, when 


1 do not receive five thouſand pounds a-year for 


doing it. I ſhall now, for the firſt time in my life, 
enjoy that philoſophical quiet, which, upon my word, 
1 have long wiſhed for. While I was able, that 1s; 
while I was young, I lived in a conſtant diſſipation 
and tumvlt of pleaſures; the hurry and plague of 
buſineſs, either in or out of court, ſucceeded, and 


continued till now. And it is now time to think of 
the only real comforts in the latter end of life, quiet, 


2 
P „ 8 
* 
4 ; 
WY. S, weak. 


8 * 


8 n heat 
c I III ono 


* 


— 
> bY * f 4 4 5 * 
3 . 2 2 * 
0 œ CT IO TS TR OE 


—— 
2 


£ 1 nk 
is \ 


as * cab. * r CRE” oe y 
„% K r 


. 


ID 
" 
4 
N= 
: 
S 
. 
FIR 
. 
— * 
OF 
* 
ky 
ts 
a - 
7 
Wo: 
» 
5 
8 
1 
2 
34 
5 
. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XXV. XXVI. 39 

tiberty, and health. Do not think, by the way, that 
by quiet and retirement I mean ſolitude and miſan- 
thropy ; far from it, my philoſophy, as you know, 
is of a chearful and ſocial nature. My horſe, my 
dooks, and my friends, will divide my time pretty 
equally ; I ſhall not keep leſs company, but only 
better, for I ſhall chuſe it. Therefore do not fear 
finding me, whenever you take a little turn here, 
moroſe and cynical : on the contrary, you will find 
me as gentle as a dove; but, alas! not ſo amorous. 
At leaſt, whatever elſe you find me, you will always 
find me with the trueſt affection, 


Your, &c. 
CHESTERFIELD. 
P. S. Pray make my compliments to my baron, 


and thank him both for his books and his letters : I 
will do it myſelf very ſoon. 


— — —_— x FI 1 — 
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LFE TT ER NN, 


TO THE SAM Es 


Bath, Feb. 23, O. S. 1749. 


E voici, mon cher enfant (here I am, my dear 
boy), enjoying liberty and idleneſs, but at- 
tended with a great cold, which I got upon the 
road, in the coldeſt weather, and the deepeſt ſnow, 


6 that 


that I ever remember. This has hindered-me- from 
drinking the waters hitherto; but that is no great 
matter, as I came here more for the ſake of qvist, 
and abſence from London, while 1 was the only ſub- 
ject of converſation there, than for any Steat N 
that J had for the waters. 

Without affectation, I feel moſt ſenſibly the com- 
forts of my preſent free and quiet ſituation; and if I 


had much vanity in my compoſition, of which I really 


think that I haye leſs than moſt people, even that 
vanity would be tully gratified, by the yoice of the 
public upon this occaſion, But, upon my word, all 
the buſy tumultuous paſſions have ſubſided in me; 
and that not fo much from philoſophy, as from a 
little reflection upon a great deal of experience, I 
have been behind the ſcenes, both of pleaſure and 
buſineſs. I have ſeen all the S pullies and dirty 
ropes, whigh exhibit and move all the gaudy ma- 
chines; and ] have ſeen and ſmelt the tallow-candles 
which illuminate the whole decoration, to the afta- 
niſhment and admiration of the ignorant audience. 


Since my reſignation, my brother, as you will have 


ſeen in the news-papers, is appointed commiſſioner of 
the admiralty, which he never would have been as 
long as I had continued in, the reſolution being 
taken to exclude all thoſe who might otherwiſe have 


been ſuppoſed to have come in upon my intereſt, 


As I retire without quarrelling, and without the leaſt 
intention,” to oppoſe, I ſaw no reaſon why my brother 
ſhould, decline this poſt; and I adviſed him to accept 
of ir, and the rather as It Way the king's own doing, 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XXVI. 47 

George Stanhope * too, I am told, is now to have 
the rank of colonel given him, which TI could never 
procure him; fo that it ſeems I have a much better 
intereſt out of place than I had in. 

All goes well at Leipſig; the boy applies and im- 
proves more than 1 expected. Count and counteſs 
Flemming, who ſaw him there, and who carried him 
to the dutcheſs of Courlande's, gave me a very good 
account of him; and aſſured me, that he was by no 
means the aukward Engliſh oaf, but paſſablement de. 
crotte (tolerably poliſhed). He ſhall ſtay there a year 


longer, and then go to Turin, If you ſhould acci- 


dentally hear, or can procure, any memoirs of his 
private character, pray let me know them. | 
Remember the cautions which I gave you in one 


of my former letters. When lord Sandwich goes to 
the congreſs, you will have a great deal to do, and 
play a conſiderable part, at the Hague; which I know 
you are able to acquit yourſelf of very well, This, 
1 think, will put you er train d etre monſieur Penvaye, 
upon lord Sandwich's return to his poſt here, 
which will be before it is very long; for, however 

little peace is at preſent intended, neceſſity will ſoon 
make it by the means of the marichaux de Saxe et 


Lowendabl; and then, being upon the place, I think 
you may reaſonably aſk, and Probably obtain, the cha- 


racter and appointments of envoy, * * 


May voy have all you wiſh ! 


5 Adieu, yours, 
0. 
Brother to earl Stanhope, 
L E Tz 
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LETTER XXVI. 


London, Mareh 22, ©. 8. 1748. 
HEAR DAY ROLL Es, 5 | 
A M now returned from the Bath i in a ns of 
health, which J have not known of ſome years, 


and which is owing to quiet of mind arid exerciſe of 
body. I am now "maſter of my own time, and of 


my own motions. I do whatever I pleaſe, whenever | 


I pleaſe, and am mightily pleaſed with it, «„ 4 
0054238 I-03. | 

1 lay no great ſtreſs upon * remaining at the 
Hague, which I do not think is with any other de- 
ſign but only to be the channel of a certain corre- 
ſpondence. A propos of that correſpondence, * 
has confeſſed the impotence. of the republic; has 
owned that they are diſappointed in their levies, and 
has deſired to borrow twelve hundred thouſand 
pounds, or at leaſt a million ſterling, without which 
he fays that the republic muſt be inevitably ruined, 


When the king heard the purport of his commiſſion, 


he faid, Cheferfeld told me fix months ago that it 


would be ſb. As to his loan of a million at leaſt, he 


has been told, that, if he can get it, à la bonne heure 
(ſo much the better), but that it is not very likely 
that he ſhould, when our own loan is at five per cent. 
diſcount, and when it is very doubtful whether the fur- 
ther payments will be made at all. At laſt he came 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK H. LET. XXVII. 43 
down to beg for God's ſake, that we would, at leaſt, 
take the whole expence of the Ruſſians upon ourſelves, 
for that the republic cannot poſſibly pay the ſhare 
that they had ſtipulated, What anſwer he has received 
to that requeſt I do not yet know. Money was never 
ſo ſcarce in the. city, nor the ſtocks ſo Jow, even during 
the rebellion, as now; which you, as a money'd man, 


certainly know, Twelve per cent. is offered for mo- 


ney, and even that will not do. And if there is not 
a certainty of peace in three or four months at fut- 
theſt, an entire ſtagnation of all credit, if not a bank- 
ruptcy, 1s univerſally expected. 

Could you buy me two hogſheads of ſuperlative 
good claret at Palairet's, or any where elſe, and ſend 
it me over by ſome Engliſh ſhip, as you know the act 
of navigation requires? I would have it of the firſt 
growth, and a ſtrong body. I truſt to your diſtin- 
guiſhing palate for the quality of it. I am in no ſort 
of haſte for it, ſo that you may take your own time 
to taſte, conſult, and at laſt fix. Only do not ſend 


me any, unleſs you can be ſure of ſending me what 


is extremely good, 

Make my compliments to our friend when you ſee 
him, I am heartily glad of Wolters's new employ» 
ment (« a 7). 

Yours affectionately, 
TEIN FAY 
La) Agent to his Britannic majeſty at Renerdam, = gentleman 


of uncommon merit, and generally beloved both by his own eoun- 
uy men and the Dutch. He died a few years ago. 


LET. 
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LETTER I 


TO THE SAM E; 


London, April 8, O.S. 1748, 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 
INCE my laſt to you I have received your two 
letters with their incloſures, which were a letter 
and. a duplicate from madame de St. Gille at Madrid. 
She wants to have a certain Spaniſh priſoner ex- 
changed, and, thinking me til} in office, applies to 
me for it, I have, however, got it done, as I inform 


her in the incloſed; which I deſire that you will for- 


ward to her ſome way or other. The ſafeſt way, I 
believe, will be to give it to the marquis del Puerto's 
ſecretary. It may give you an opportunity, if you 
have a mind, to ſend her ſomething tender from your- 
ſelf; for I remember you was one of her lovers. 
When the treaſury meets after eaſter, Mr. Pelham 
has promiſed me that you ſhall be paid every ſhilling 
that is due to you, ſo that then you will be out of 
debt. I hope you take care to live within your ap- 


: pointments, and to lay up all your own, that in caſe 
of any revers you may not be g ay by your en 


miſſion. „ * 

The deliberations about the chriſtening (a), and 
the magnificence and profuſion of it, were ſurely 46 
Places Tanger) at this time; at leaſt it is thought 


ſo here, unleſs it proceeded from a reſolution of dying 


merrily. Your end feems to me to be near. Mae- 
{tricht, I am perſuaded, will be taken in a fortnight 
(a Of the ſtadtholder's fon, no his ſucceſſor. 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK It. LET. XXVII. 43 
de tranchie ouverte;, and after that there is not any 
one place that can hold out a week. Marechal Low- 
endahl's leaving his former deſtination of Breda and 
Zealand, in order to join the grand army, convinces 
me, that ſomething more is intended there than the 


taking of Maeſtricht; and E dread the next letters 


from Holland, bringing us an account of the duke's 
army being cut off in the whole, or in part. All 
my predictions are now verifying too faſt, *# # # 
* + * * * Our army, which was, according 
to their calculation, to conſiſt of 192,000 men, is 
actually weaker than it was laſt year; and that peace, 
which the republic will in a few weeks be obliged to 
ſign upon the drum head, will be ſuch a one, as wall 
prove how much thoſe were in the right, who were 
for treating laſt year upon the foot of marechal de 
Saxe's propoſals to Ligonier. | 

Here is a pamphlet come out entitled my Apo- 
fogy (a), which I will ſend to my baron, with a bun- 
dle of other pamphlets, by the firſt opportunity; and 
he will ſhew it you. It makes a very great noiſe here, 


as you will eaſily conceive that it muſt when you 


read it. Many people really believe, and many de- 
ſire that it ſhould be believed, to have been written 
by my direciion at leaſt: but, upon my word and 
honour, fo far am I from having any hand directly 
or. indirectly 1n it, that I do not ſo much as gueſs at 
the author, though E have done all I could to fiſh: him 


(a) An apolog y for a late refionation; FER: better from an Englifh . 


gentleman to his jriend at the Hague. London, 1748. 8vo. 


7 | Pray 


46 Lok D CHESTERFfELD'S LETTERS 


Pray do not buy me any claret till you hear fur- 
ther from me; for I am lately informed, that there 
is great difficulty in importing it here, even in an 
Engliſh bottom. But in the mean time you may be 
caſting eventually if you pleaſe, F # # # # * * 

It is time to finiſh this letter. Good-night then, 
my dear Dayrolles. 


Yours faithfully, 
C, 


LETTER AXIX, 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 19, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


HAVE. received yours of the 19th N. S. The , 
ſituation of the republic is now exactly what ſux 


months ago I foreſaw, and foretold it would be ; 
there was indeed no conjuration in that prediction, 


nothing having happened ſince, that was not the 


neceſſary effect of cauſes well known then. #% 
+ * * * & &S e 

If you ſhould by accident know or hear of a Van- 
der Pol, pray let the perſon know, that I am very 


much obliged to him for his correſpondence, which 


is very inſtructive ; and that I beg he will continue 
ir. I do not know who he is; and if you ſhould, do 


not ſend me his name in a letter by the poſt; for 


1 know 
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I know that moſt letters from, and to, me are 
opened, 

I am not yet able to gueſs who wrote my apo- 
logy, which I am the more ſurprized at, as it muſt 
be ſomebody pretty well informed, all the facts being 
very near true. An anſwer to it is advertiſed, but 
not yet publiſhed. I am impatient to ſee it, that TI 
may know, as I eaſily ſhall when I read it, whether 
it is written by order or not; if it is not, I ſhall not 
meddle with it; but, if it is, it ſhall have a reply. 

Pray tell my baron, that I have received his letter, 
and will anſwer it before it is long, He will be able 
to ſend me all the little French books that come out, 
when marechal de Saxe, with his army, ſhall be at 
the Hague; for then all the French officers will be 
at the baron's levee, and glad to ſhew him thoſe little 
civilities. | 

The duke of Devonſhire will, I believe, reſign 
ſoon, and be ſucceeded by the duke of Marlborough, | 
Adieu, dear Dayrolles : ' 


Yours ſincerely, 


C. 
* 


LET. 


* 


4 . LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


LETTER XXX. 
TO THE SAME, 


| London, May 350. 8. 1748. 
DBAR DAYROLLES, ry 4s 
| prophecy, as you obſerve, was fulfHed 
ſonica, which I heartily congratulate both 
you and myſelf upon, for, had not that part of my 
predictions come to paſs in the moment that It did, 
the other part would, which was inevitable ruin, 
Had not the French politely ſigned the Fe 
when they did, but reſolved to profit o the advan- 
tages which they had in their hands, we were un- 
done. Moſt people here are aſtoniſhed at the mode- 
tion of the French court, and cannot account for it 
from any known rules of policy. Deep and profound 
hiſtorians, who muſt aſſign fome great and political 
cauſe for every event, will likewiſe, I believe, be at a 
loſs to aſſign ſuch a one for this. But I, who am apt 
fo take things in a more fimple light, and to ſeek 
for their cauſes more in the weakneſſes than in the 
wiſdom of mankind, account for it in this manner- 
The king of France is a quiet, unambitious prince, 
was weary of the war, and particularly of a camp 
life, which, as he had once adopted, he could not 


tiers are not fo unſkilful, as not to adviſe what they 
know their prince wiſhes, no matter whether it be 
conſiſtent with, or contrary to, the public intereſt, 
EEE ö 9 ⏑ 
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well lay aſide while the war laſted. The French cour- 
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I do not wonder in the leaſt at the general joy, 
which you tell me is expreſſed at the Hague upon 
this occaſion, from the princeſs and the baron, to the 
fiſherman at Scheveling, * * „ „ * #* #% 
When you happen to ſee Pami of Amſterdam, tell 
him, pray, that Iam obliged to him and his ami, 
and that I hope they will continue to let me hear 
from them. In the hand and the other circumſtances 
in which they write, the devil cannot diſcover them 
here; all the care that is neceſſary is only to put their 
own letters privately into the poſt. 

I believe the king will ſet out from hence next 


Saturday ſeven-night; I ſuppoſe that you will be at 


Helvoet to meet him, where I deſire that you will 
be particularly attentive to do lady Yarmouth any ſer- 
vices that you can; ſhe deſerves them from us both, 
being much my friend, and yours. 

Adieu, mon enfant; portez-vous bien, 


L E TT E R XXXL 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, May 1 3, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 75 3 
O U anſwered the prince of Orange's queſ- 
tion, concerning me, perfectly well; far from 
blaming the peace, I am heartily glad that it is made. 


I was for making it ſooner, and conſequently better. 


I foreſaw and foretold our weakneſs this campaign, 
Vor. IV. > 4 and 


30% Lok D CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


and would have prevented, by a timely negotiation 
. laſt October, thoſe evident dangers to which it muſt 
1 neceſſarily expoſe us, and which we have eſcaped 
more by our good fortune than our wiſdom. I may 
add, that my reſignation made this peace, as it 
| opened people's eyes with relation to the imminent . 
"dangers of the war, *  * #7! #:"'S-: #1 he | 
republic is ſaved by it from utter ruin; and England 
from bankruptcy. 
The king ſets out this night or to-morrow morning 
for Holland, attended only by Mr. Stone. It is 
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| given out that the duke of Newcaſtle is to follow in 3 
. | three weeks: but that is only given out, but not in- 4 
1 tended; for I have reaſon to be pretty ſure that he 1 
„ will not go at all. The king would not let either of 3 
iN the ſecretaries go to Hanover : but as the duke of 4 


Bedford has ſtrongly ſolicited to go, in caſe the duke 
of Newcaltle did not, it is to be ſaid, that the latter 


is to go, in order to Pr off the former without . 
offence, | q 
Sir Matthew Decker goes in the yacht with Stone, 1 
and will be ſome time at the Hague, where I deſire 3 
that you will do him all the ſervice, and Ihew him al! * 
the civilities, that you can.. „ 4 


Lord Sandwich has aſked leave to come over here , 
for a little time upon account of his own private : 
affairs. I 

I have heard of no new miniſter named for the 
Hague; but am told that there is to be one. I 
ſhould guels lord Fane, who ſolicits much to go to 
Spins. but has been refuſed. The duke of Rich- 
mond, 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XXXI. XXXII. gy 


mond, I believe, will go to Paris as ambaſſador for 


the repreſentation part, which part he will certainly 
do well. 


Tours moſt truly, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LET 'T ER XXIII. 


TO THE SAM E. 


London, June 10, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| WAS glad to find by your laſt, that the king 
and you are ſo well together; though, if you are to 


be demoliſhed, that intimacy will not ſerve you. An 


ambaſſador will certainly be ſent to the Hague; but 
who it will be, I have not yet diſcovered; nor do I 
believe that it is ſettled. Should it be one perſon, 
whom I am apt to ſuſpect, I will anſwer for your 
being very well with him, and for his doing 
you all the ſervice he can. The duke of Newcaſtle 
will be with you about the ſame time that this letter 
will ; he relies upon your doing every thing for him 
at the Hague: you may ealily gueſs what a hurry he 
will be in, in this beginning of his travels; there- 
fore be officious about him. * # # # ## e # # * # 
I have had a letter from ſir Matthew Decker full 
of your praiſes, and of acknowledgments for your 
civilities to him. 
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5z LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS. 

T am now extremely buſy in moving to my new 
houſe, where I muſt be before Michaelmas next; ſo 
that, between my old houſe and my new one, I have 
really no houſe at all. As my new houſe is ſituated 
among a parcel of thieves and murtherers, I ſhall 
have occaſion for a houſe dog; and as madame's 
ſon and heir (a) puts you to the expence of board 
wages, it may be a conveniency to us both if you 
transfer him to me; if you approve of this propoſal, 
write to your gardener (Horace and Boileau both 
wrote to theirs) to ſend him to me; and I will take 
care, that, by your return, you ſhall have a hopeful 
ion and heir of his to ſucceed him. 

Pray, give or ſend the encloſed to fir Matthew 
Decker, to whom I do not know where to direct. 


Tell my baron, that I have received his Droit public 
del Europe (S); that is, the firſt volume of it. As 

far as I have gone yet, I like it mightily. I hope he 
vill ſend me all the other volumes. I will write to 
him ſoon. Good-night. 


Yours moſt truly, 


(a) A dog, which was called Baron Trenck, from a famous cap- 
tain of freebooters, employed in the ſervice of the queen of Hun- 
gary; and no leſs diſtinguiſhed by his bravery, than by his vio- 


lences exerciſed upon friends and foes, for which he was called to 


an account, and condemned to a perpetual confinement. 
(A very. good book, on the political intereſts aud claims of the 
European powers; by abbe Nably. 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XXXII. XXXIII. g3 


— 


LETTER XXXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 24, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


AM very glad of what you tel! me has paſſed 
berween you and his grace; which, together with 
the trouble and expence that he has put you to, ties 
him down at leaſt not to ſuffer you to be hurt. 
S W + „ @. 
Pray, how was lady Yarmouth'to you? J ſuppoſe 
particularly civil: ſhe has promiſed me to do you all 
the ſervice that ſhe can ; but that indeed is not much : 


T wiſh her power were equal to her good-will. 


Lord Delawar and lord Anſon talk of nothing here, 
but of the delicacy of your table, your manner of 
doing the honors of it, &c, You are in the right to 
exert upon this occaſion ; but take care, however, not 
to run in debt; for times of bad payment may come, 
and in that caſe a ſmall debt would ſoon run up to a 
great one. You will laugh at my preaching r 


to you. 


The mob in Holland, I ſee, has got che better, _ 
aboliſhed the farms; which will be attended with 
many inconveniencies to the government, though the 
farms were attended with ſome relatively to the peo- 
ple. I ſuppoſe, that the ſcheme of the penſionary 
Slingelandt will now be taken up; and it is undoubt- 


"OP the beſt, But be it ever ſo good, any point, how- 


E 3 ever 


„ LORD CHESTERFIFELD'S LETTERS. 

ever right in itſelf, when extorted by the violence of 
| the mob, is a dangerous precedent, and encourages 
thoſe gentlemen to further demands, which at laſt can 
| only be refuſed by regular force. And I prophecy, 
iſ that you will ſee, before you leave the Hague, the a 
now - quieted mob in motion again upon ſome other 
occaſion. 

Baron Trenck arrived this morning, and ſeems to 
be a very civil gentleman: your gardener, a man of 
gravity and dignity, aſſures me, that his taſte for | 
mutton has left him; and that there are few Surrey 14 
gentlemen ſo well behaved as he is; which I can | 
very eaſily believe. 

I cannot tell you by the poſt, who the perſon was, 
whom TI hinted at as a candidate for the embaſly to 
the Hague. Lord Holderneſſe is the perſon ſtrongly 
ſolicited for from your ſide of the water. Should it 
be he, I think he would chuſe to live well with you ; 
but, ſhould it be the other, I would be bound for 
him, that he would be your friend, in conſideration 
of your being mine. 
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BET. IE R. XXII. 


TOTHRB SAME. 


London, July 2, 1748. 
DEAR DAVROL LES, 


ORD Pulteney will give you this letter: he 

is going to Leipſig for ſome time, and will not 
ſtay long at the Hague; but during his ſtay there, 
you will oblige me in obliging him. Pray, preſent 
him to the prince and princeſs of Orange, and air 
him at the aſſemblies. | 
My boy goes next ſpring to Turin to he dicrotte, 
which I am told he wants a good deal. Sir Charles 
Williams writes me word, that he is very handſome, 
but very aukward, has a great deal of knowledge, 
but no manners. N faut remedier a cela d Turin, et 
2 Paris, apres quoi vous y mettrez la derniere main (a). 
I go to Cheltenham to-morrow for a fortnight or 
three weeks, not for any preſent want of health, but 
by way of preſervative againſt the autumn, when ! 
am apt to have fevers. Good. night. Mademoiſelle 
* * * does not love you better than I do, 


Yours, 


C. 


(a) This muſt be mended at Turin and Paris, and you'll put tha 
finiſhing hand to it. 
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LEI TER AIAY\% 


TO THE SAME, 


Cheltenham, July 18, O.S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


9» SE *.. #1: do not. Be mt 


things tend to quiet in the republic ; the people, ha- 
ving now carried one point &, will want twenty more 
of which the ſtadthouder muſt refuſe at leaſt nineteen, 

This uſe, however neceſſary, of his power, will 
Exaſperate thoſe who gave it him ; and the confuſion 
which muſt ariſe from this is obvious. I thank God, 
I am out of the galley ; but, however, I-wiſh it fair 
weather, and a good voyage. I leave this place in 
two days for London. I have been here three weeks, 
and find myſelf much the better for the waters. In 
about a fortnight I ſhall go for a week to lord Pem- 
droke's, at Wilton; which will be my laſt excurſion 
for this year, and then I ſhall ſettle in my new houſe, 
under the protection of Baron Trenck. I hope, that 
by next ſummer, when peace ſhall have taken a cer- 
fain conſiſtency, you may get leave to make us both 
a viſit, You will not, I believe, be ſorry; and, upon 
my ſoul, I ſhall be glad. Good- night. 


Yours, 
C. 


The abolition of all the taxes farmed and gathered by the 
exciſe · officers, called Pachters, LET 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


TO THE SAM E. 


London, Aug. 16, O.S. 1948. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


RECEIVED your laſt while I was at Wil- 
ton, which place Pem has improved ſo much, 
that I hardly knew it again. It is now in my. mind 
the fineſt ſeat in England, I am returned to a very 
empty town, which I can bear with very well; for if 
I have not all the company that I could like, I am at 
leaſt ſecure from any company that I do not like; 
which is not the caſe of any one place in England 
but London. Beſides, I have time both to read 
and to think; the firſt I like; the latter I am not, 
as too many are, afraid of, The reſt of the day is 
employed in riding, and fitting up my houſe; which, 
I aſſure you, takes a good deal of time, now that we 
are come to the minute pores of finiſhing and fur- 
niſhing, 
I am very glad that the prince of 9838 has car- 
ried the affair of the poſteries ®, at Amſterdam: it is 


a great point gained for the public, as that revenue 


muſt be very great, and much greater than it was 
ever owned to be while in private hands. If he will 
only puſh ſuch points as are of an evident national 


* Till this time, the management and direction of the poſt- office 


were in the hands of private perſons, who had the ſole benefit of 
the profits ariſing from them. 


utility, 


58 © LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 

utility, he will carry them all, notwithſtanding the 
private or public oppoſition of particular intereſts. 
Queen Elizabeth was, in this free country, as abſo- 
late as the ſultan 1s in Turkey ; but then the nation 


was convinced, that ſhe only deſired and exerted that 


power, for the public good. 


I cannot think that the definitive treaty will be 


concluded fo ſoon as we were told it would; and 1 
cannot help entertaining certain ſuſpicions, from the 
queen of Hungary's conduct, which I will not com- 
municate to you by way of letter. # # # * 4 #* 

Pray, tell my baron, that I have received his pac- 
quet of books by ſignor Martinelli; and that I am 


ſorry that I put him both to the expence and trouble 


of ſending me the hiſtory of the wars between France 


and the houſe of Auſtria; which is an execrable one, 
notwithſtanding my friend Rouſſet's panegyric of it 


in his preface. 
| Yours ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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LET T E R  XXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 2, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


RECEIVED very ſafe, by fir Matthew Decker, 7 

yor long letter of the 23 Aug. O. S. in which you 
give me, what I had long deſired, I Hiſtoire amoureuſe 
de la Haye. As J am perſonally acquainted with moſt 
of the characters, I am convinced that all the facts 
are true; and J particularly foreſee the ruin of one 
family, from the ill conduct of the lady, which will 


not be endured when the honey- moon is over. I am 


now an unconcerned ſpectator of the tranſactions of 
the gallant, as well as of the buſy, part of the 
world; the firſt from neceſſity, the latter from choice; 
ſo that I only inform myſelf of them for my amuſe- 
ment, without being any otherwiſe affected by them 
than as a citizen of the world, As ſuch, I am glad that 
the horrors and devaſtations of war are now ſuſpended; 
but as ſuch too, I am ſorry to foreſee the moment 
of their revival ſo near as I think I do: I mean 
the death of the king of Sweden. If you will 
have my prophetic politics, here they are. I think 


that the queen of Hungary has made all theſe diffi- 


culties of coming into the definitive treaty, not in the 
expectation of ſucceeding in any one of them, bu: 
only with the intention of delaying the return of the _ 
Ruſſians, and of forming a plan with Ruflia, and 
poſſibly ſome princes of the empire, for the recovery 
of Sileſia, Upon this ſuppoſition, [ expect that the 

will 
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will very ſoon come into the definitive treaty, in order 
to be able to employ all her force elſewhere. The 
death of the king of Sweden is, in my opinion, to 
be the ſignal of this northern war. The czarina will 
not ſuffer the prince ſucceſſor to ſucceed: this prince 
ſucceſſor is brother-in-law to the king of Pruſſia, who 
has lately, in conjunction with France, guarantied 
that ſucceſſion to him. Reinforcements of Ruſſians 
are marched into Finland; our Ruſſians loiter in 
Germany: to me the concluſion is plain. 

I am glad that my old friend Vander Duyn * has 


got a penſion, but I am aſtoniſhed at the ſize of it. 
A thouſand pounds a-year ſounds like an Engliſh 


penſion ; dPailleurs, he has a regiment of guards and 
a government. This is certain, that the money will 
not ſtagnate- in my general's ſtrong box, bur circulate 
very quickly through the Hague. A propos of the 


quick circulation of ſpecies, it 1s fixed that lord Hol- 
derneſſe is to be our ambaſſador to the republic. 


Adieu for this time, you ſhall hear from me more 


fully before it is long. 


Yours faithfully, 


-» 


CHESTERFIELD, 


® Licutenant-general Vander Duyn, brother to Mr. de Sgrare- 
moer, one of the college ef nobles in the province of Holland, 
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LET TE R XXXVIII. 


TO THE SAME 


London, Sept. 23, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I THANK you for your promiſe of a ſecond 

tome of your Hiſtoire amoureuſe, when an occaſion 
ſhall preſent itſelf ; for, upon my word, Petronius nor 
Buſſy (a) could not write a better than your firſt, 
The winter, which will afſemble every body at the 
Hague, will probably furniſh you materials. 

Your towns and provinces ſeem to be running a 
race to the goal of ſlavery; and they put me in 
mind of the nobles and commons in Denmark, who, 


in the laſt century, ſtrove which ſhould firſt get rid 


of their liberties. Your ſtadthouder muſt have great 


ſelf-denial, or great timidity, if he is not very ſoon as 


abſolute over the ſeven provinces as Lewis XV. is in 
France. For my own part, not being a Dutchman, 
and having no thoughts of living in Holland, I have 
no objection to this new- erected deſpotiſm ; which, 
for aught I know, may make the ſeven provinces a 
better barrier for us againſt France than they were 


(a) That witty, vain, and moſt indiſcreet count wrote a ſatyrical 
account of the gallantries of the French court in the time of Lewis 
XIV ; in which having taken unbecoming liberties with regard to 
his maſter, he was buniſhed at a diſtance from Paris, and remained 


there ſeveral years; notwithſtanding his cringing and ſervile efforts 


to recover the favour of the ſovereign. 


before, 
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before, as an abſolute government is more military, 
and generally in a better ſtate of defence, than a free 
one. Upon this principle, were I to cut and carve 
out Europe to my mind, I would add the other ten 
Provinces to the preſent ſeven, and ſo revive the 
dutchy of Burgundy ; which, I am ſure, would make 
a better barrier againſt France, than ever thoſe ten 
provinces, in the hands of the houſe of Auſtria, will 
prove. A propos of Auſtria, the conjectures which I 
have formed theſe four months, and which I lately 
hinted to you, begin, I think, to be verified. The 
Ruſſians ſtay in Germany, which is the firſt point; 
they will certainly ſome how or other be juggled out 
of our pay and ſervice, which is the ſecond point; 
and then the third is pretty plain. Ce weft pas mon 
affaire. (That is none of my buſineſs.) Let the 


northern bears worry each other as much as they 


pleaſe, the gazettes will be but the more entertaining, 


and amuſe me the more, dans mon petit boudoir ; which 


(by the way) will be the prettieſt thing you ever ſaw. 
Nothing in the world ſo gay. I ſera impoſſible d 'y 
beuder ; d' ailleurs, comme vous ſavez, je n'y ſuis pas 
naturellement trop ports. (It will be impoſſible to 
pout in itz and, beſides, you know I am not much 
inclined to it.) 


I. have ſpoke to Mr. Pelham about your pay; 


| which, I believe, will be ordered very ſoon. 


The town is now ſo empty, that I have no tittle- 
tattle to ſend you. The houſe of * * * comes here 


from Ireland next month; and then, I preſume, that 


your friend, who by this time has got the full aſcen- 
ant over her huſband, will open her campaign with 
I eclat: 3 
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eclat; though theſe are very bad times for the female 
quality and gentry, it being the great faſhion for our 
young fellows, not only to deal with, but to marry, 
common whores. So that the unmarried ladies can get 
no huſbands; and the married ones none but their huſ- 
bands. 

Things go to the full as well as I could wiſh, and 
much better than I expected, at Leipſig: we * are 
abſolute maſters of Latin, Greek, French, and Ger- 
man, the laſt of which we write currently, We have 
le droit public de l empire, (the public law of the em- 
pire, ) hiſtory and geography, ready; fo that, in truth, 
now we only want rubbing and cleaning. We begin 
for that purpoſe with Berlin at Chriſtmas next; Vi- 
enna at lady-day ; and the academy at Turin, at mid- 
ſummer; for a whole year. Then to Paris. If at 
any of theſe places it ſhould fall in -your way, by 
letter or verbal recommendation, to help us, I am 
very ſure that you will; for I never doubt of any 
marks of your friendſhip to the moſt faithful of 


Lo 


your friends. 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* This alludes to Mr. Philip Stanhope, who was then at 


Leipſig. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
TO THE SAME. 


Bath, October 11, O.S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 3 


RE CEIVED your letter of the 11th N. 8. 


been much out of order for above a month; lan- 
guors and vertigos ſucceeded each other, the latter 
attended with ſickneſs at my ſtomach. I underwent 
the diſcipline of the faculty to little purpoſe; who, 
at laſt, pronouncing that the ſeat and ſource of my 
diſorder was my ſtomach, ſent me here. I have 
already received advantage from theſe waters, though 
I have drank them but four days; which convinces 
me that they will ſet me quite right. 

I am perſuaded, that your firſt ſetting out at the 
Hague muſt have put you behind-hand ; but I hope 
that you will take care to retrieve; for the credit 
of living a little better will not do you ſo much good, 
as contracting a conſiderable debt will do you harm. 
If you can get leave to come here for three or four 
months, when lord Holderneſſe ſhall be ſettled at the 
Hague, which I ſhould think would be no difficult 
matter, that ſuſpenſion of your expence would, I 
| ſuppoſe, go near to ſet you right. But, in the mean 
time, ſhould you want money, draw upon me ſans 
| fagon ; for I will not have you run in debt to any body 
elſe; and you and I can, I believe, truſt each other. 


By 


juſt as I was ſetting out for this place. I had 


EN) e 
RR 
* 8 * 


—. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK 11. LET. xxxix. 65 

By all I can hear now, and by all that L knew be- 
fore, the republic is ſo far from being ſettled, that I 
do not conſider, it as a government or a nation. 
More money is wanted than is to be found, and 
even the methods of collecting what is there to be 
found will not be eaſily fixed. The people will not 
have pachters. Collectors, without the powers of 
the pachters, will collect nothing, and with thole 
powers they become pachters themſelves, in the molt 
odious and oppreſſive ſenſe of that word. The prince 
of Orange has got more power than by the conſtitu- 


tion he ought to have; and if he does not get all the 


reſt, he will loſe what he has got. II ny a point de 
milieu; (there is no medium;) power muſt either bs 
conſtitutional or unlimited. Loſing gameſters will 
not leave off while they have any thing left, and will 
never be quiet till they have loſt all. When Cæſar 
had once paſſed the Rubicon, he well knew that he 
muſt be Cæſar or nothing. And this is now the 
prince's caſe. 

I now plainly ſee the prelude to the pyrrick dance 
in the north, which I have long foretold ; the return 
of comte Biron and the duke of Brunſwick to Peterſ- 


burg announces deſtruction to the Holſtein family. 


The prince ſucceſſor of Sweden will be the firſt in- 
ſtance of it, upon the death of that king, which I 
take to be very near. The next will be, ſetting aſide 
the imperial prince of Ruſſia, and declaring little 


_ czar Iwan the ſucceſſor. In theſe tranſactions, the 
king of Pruſſia will neceſſarily be implicated, which 
has all along been ! 'intention de ["auteur; that is, of the 


court of Vienna, which abſoluiely governs that of 
Yar. TY; = | Peterſburg, 
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Peterſburg, moyennant ſome pecuniary aſſiſtance from 
another quarter. But be all this as it will, my Boudoir 
and my library, which are my two objects, will be 


never the worſe for it. And I maintain that both of | 


them will be, in their different kinds, the compleateſt 


things in England, as I hope you will ſoon have 
ocular proof of. 


Baron Schmithburg was not arrived when J left 


London, My compliments to my baron, to whom I 


will write very ſoon, Adieu; Fe vous ime veritn- 
blement, 


C. 
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TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 4, O. 8 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 4 
H A VE received yours of the 5th, N. S. and 
am glad to find, that your landed eſtate pays ſo 


well as to make up the arrears of the treaſury. As 
ſoon as I go to town, which will be next week, I 


will quicken Mr. Pelham to pay his debts; but en 


tout cas, IJ repeat it again, upon any emergency, draw 
upon me, for, upon my word, ſuch ſums as you can 
want will be no inconveniency to me to advance. 


You are beſides very reſponſible, whether conſidered 


a8 a money d or as a landed man; ſo that, if you 
e mould 


Py Larne ll a. 
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ſhould be backward in payment, I ſhould forthwith 
ſeize Henley park. 

A propos of money; as I believe it is much wanted 
by many people, even of faſhion, both in Holland 
and Flanders, I ſhould think it very likely that many 


good. pictures of Rubens, Teniers, and other Flemiſh 


and Dutch maſters, may be picked up now at. rea- 
ſonable rates. If ſo, you are likely to hear of it as 


a virtuoſo ; and if fo, I ſhould be glad to profit of it, 


as an humble dillettante, I have already, as you 


know, a moſt beautiful landſcape by Rubens, and a 
pretty little piece of Teniers : but if you could meet 


with a large capital hiſtory, or allegorical piece, of 
Rubens, with the figures as big as the lite, I would 


go pretty deep to have it, as alſo for a large and 


capital picture of Teniers. But as I would give a 


good deal for them if they were indiſputabiy emi- 


nent, I would not give three-pence for them unleſs 


they were ſo. I han pretty pictures enough already; 
but what I want to complete my collection, is only 


two or three of the moſt eminent maſters, of whom J 


have none now. I can truſt entirely to your taſte 


and ſkill; ſo that if you meet with ſuch a thing, do 

not miſs. it for fifty pounds more or leſs. 
The pacquet of brochares, and . Aouriſhed ruffles, 

which you ſent me by Hop, waits for me in town. I 


am ſure, by the former, which you ſent me, I ſhall 


like theſe: je wen Ne d a votre bon got. (1 truſt your 


| raſte.) I ſhall go to them in about ten days, though, 


I doubt, not quite reſtored by theſe waters, which 


have, not had their uſual effects upon me this ſeaſon. 
| My vertigos {till chicane and teaze me, though not 
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quite ſo frequently as formerly, but ſtill enough to 
make me fear paſſing a languid and uncomfortable 
winter. Patience: I might have more painful com- 
plaints, and I will comfort myſelf by the compa- 
riſon. 

I have ſome reaſons to believe, that what my baron 
mentioned to me of a new ſucceſſor to Sweden, is by 
no means groundleſs. I am very forry for it, as I 
think it can only be attended with very ll conſequences 
for this country. 

I look upon your republic as a chaos, in the ſitua- 
tion which it is now in; ſome order may ſpring from 
it, but as yet God knows what. The antient govern- 
ment certainly does not exiſt; and I ſee no new one 
eſtabliſhed in its ſtead. Abject court, it is true, is 
wade to the prince of Orange, from fear on one 
hahd, and hopes on the other ; but ſtill, while he has 


more power than he ſhould have for the late form of 
government, and yet leſs than is neceſſary to carry on 


any other, it is no government at all. This was the 
great difficulty, under which Cromwell, one of the 


ableſt men in the world, laboured, and which he was 
| ſenſible of, when he wanted to be declared king; for 


he was above minding the title. But he knew, that 
his government wanted that form and conſiſtency 
which were neceſſary for its effect and authority. 

The peace is, upon the whole, better than could 
have been expected, from the circumſtances and hurry 
in which it was made. #= 

I fear you will not get a furloe this winter, for 1 
40 not find that lord Holdernefſe 18 vet making any 
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preparations for his embaſſy. Bon ſoir, aimons-nous 
joujours, (Good night; let us love each other for 


ever.) 


LEF TER HL 


TO. Hr . 


London, Dec. 6, O. S. 1948. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Y the death of poor John, you have loſt a true 

friend, and I a moſt affectionate brother and 
friend into the bargain. The gout fell upon his 
bowels and head, and threw him into the convul- 
ſions, of which he died. | 

I acknowledge now your laſt of the 6th, N. 8. 
together with your former letters; which my brother's 
moet, and a hurry of other affairs, hindered me from 
een 4-0 #9 # 

The prices of Van-Huyſen's flower-pieces, not- 
withſtanding the ſcarcity of money in Holland, is 
owing only to that local phrenzy, which always pre- 
vails in Holland, for ſome pretty trifling object: 
lips, hyacinths, and pigeons, have all had their days; 
and now Van-Huyſen has his. But while theſe high- 
Sniſhed finical pieces bear ſuch high. prices, the bold 
and maſterly pieces of the laſt and the foregoing cen- 
tury are ſlighted, and more likely to come reaſonably. 
Do not, by any means, ſuffer that capital picture of 
Bubens, which you fay is to be fold at Bruſſels, to 


F 3 lip 
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flip through your hands, by the delay of ſending me 
a drawing of it, if you can but be ſure that it is an 
original, and not damaged, Wherefore, upon the 
two conditions of its being an undoubted original 
and not damaged, buy it me as ſoon as you cally or 
ſome other body may ſtep in between. 

Captain Irwin *, whom I believe you know, ſon 
to the old general, goes by the next packet · boat to 
Holland; he has got a furloe from his father for a 
year, during which time, he intends to ſee as much 
as he can abroad. I think him a good pretty young 
fellow; and, conſidering that he has never been yet 

out of his native country, much more preſentable than 
one could expect. Pray, carry him to court, and 
into ſome companies, where I think you will not be 
aſhamed of him, which will ſeldom be your caſe 
with my countrymen, I promiſed him that I would 
recommend him to you. Adieu, mon cher enfant. I 
am fo hurried by lawyers, appraiſers, and creditors, 
that I can ſay no more now. 
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FP. S. A propos, do not mention to any body, that 
the picture 1 is for me, c or what i it may colt, 


2 Now leutenant-general and commander in chief of his ma: 
Jeſty 5 forces in Ireland, 
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TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 13, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


AJ former was almoſt an anſwer, before-hand, 
YA to your laſt letter, which I received the day 
afrer I had wrote mine : I mean, with regard to the 
Rubens, which I deſired you not to let ſlip. But I 
am now more confirmed in that opinion, by the 
drawing, which you ſent me, and by the aſſurances 
that you give me of the picture's being a capital one, 
and in high preſervation. Therefore, ſecure it as 
cheap as you can; the ſubject, as you obſerve, might 
have been a more pleaſing one, but this admits of 
great expreſſion, 

The family-piece, which you mention by Van- 
dyke, I would not give fix ſhillings for, unleſs I 


had the honor of being of fir Melchior's family. 


The ſeveral portraits are, I dare ſay, finely painted; 


but then where is the action, where the expreſſion ? 


The good man and his wife generally fit ſerene in a 


couple of eaſy chairs, ſurrounded by five or ſix of 
their children, inſignificantly motionleſs in the pre- 


ſence of pappa and mamma; and the whole family 
ſem as inſipid, and weary, as when they are really 
together, Their likeneſſes may indeed be valuable to 
their own poſterity, but in my mind to nobody elſe. 
F 4 Titian 
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Titian has done more {kilfully in his fine picture of 
the Cornaro family, which he has put in action. 

The Venus and Adonis of Vandyke, of which 
you likewiſe ſent me the drawing, I do not care for, as 
it is a ſubject already rebatiu by ſtill greater maſters, 
and in my mind better, as far as I can judge by the 
drawing; for Adonis, when he tears bimſelf away 
from Venus, ſeems fierce and angry, which I ſee no 
occaſion for. He is determined, indeed, to leave her 
for his field ſports; but ſhould, in my ap:nion, ſoften 


the rudenels by all poſſible complaiſance in his wards 
and looks. 


So much for virtu, which, when I ſhall have 
bought this picture, J have done with, unleſs a very 
capital Teniers ſhould come 1n your way. You will 
draw upon me for the money as ſoon as ever you 
Pleaſe, FF#####EF#®##S#+#@&# k 

Could you fend me, in ſome of your letters, ſome 


ſeed of the right canteloupe melons ? I ſhould not 


know what to do with more than a dozen, or at moſt 
twenty, of them; ſo that all the ſeed I ſhall want will 
neither increaſe the bulk or weight of a letter. The 


canteloupes are, in my opinion, the beſt ſort of me- 


lons; at leaſt they always ſucceed beſt here. It is 
for Blackheath that I want it, where you can eaſily 


judge that my melon-ground is moſt exceedingly 


ſmall. I am obliged to keep that place for ſeven 
years, my poor brother's Jeaſe being for that time; 


and I doubr I could not part with it but to a very 


great loſs, conſidering the ſums of money that he 
had laid out upon it, For otherwiſe, I own that J 
like the country up, much better than down, the 
river. RE 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XLII. XLII. 7 

As I promiſed to ſend captain Irwin a couple of 
letters to the Hague, for Paris, I muſt put you to the 
expence of incloſing them to you, and to the trouble 
of giving them to him, not knowing how to direct 
them for him, „ 


Yours faithf ully, 


LETTER Mm. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Dec. 23, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
HAVE received yoprs, with the incloſed draw- 
ing of the Vandyke, which muſt certainly be a 
very fine one, if the execution, as doubtleſs it is, be 
anſwerable to the diſpoſition : but, however, I conti- 
nue my negative to it, for the reaſons which I gave 
you before, the price, and that it is a portrait, hows 


ever fine a one. The Rubens, of which I have a 


great notion, mult and ſhall, for a time at leaſt, con- 
tent me, unleſs I ſtrain a little for the Teniers, which 
you hint at, which, if it be a capital one, I will; 
and then have done. My great room will be as full 
of pictures as it ought to be; and all capital ones. 

I gave you by my laſt letter a very unneceſlary 


trouble, which I now retract. I had forgot that you 


had fome time ago ſtocked me with excellent cante- 
9 2 loupe 
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| loupe melon ſeed, which I have ſince remembered 
| and found, and given to my gardener to ſow at the 
| proper ſeaſon. I hope to give you ſome of them in 
| perfection next ſummer ; for I do not fatter myſelf 
0 with the hopes of ſeeing you here before that time. 

| lt Adieu, dear Dayrolles. I am hurried by a compli- 
| cation of moſt diſagreeable affairs (a), but always, 


% 


2. NOS, * ah 3 1 1 ETOP s r * 3 x 8 5 
jj e e IONS 


Yours, 


2 


3 * 


3 
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| TO THE SAME. 
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bl | London, Dec. 27, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 1 
RECEIVED this morning your letter of the 2 
3 Jan, N. S. with the two parcels of melon fecd, 
which, as I told you 1n my laſt, I might haye ſaved 
you the trouble of ſending me, if J had but remem- 
bered how plentifully you had ſupplied me before ; 
iS but fince I have fo careleſsly put you to that trouble, 
| all I can now do, is to have it ſowed the lateſt, fo that 
you may be ſure to taſte the fruits of it when you 
fhall be here, which I do not expect will be till au- 
tumn. A new miniſter will not, before that time, be 
well ſettled at the Hague; and till then you will nor, 
| | HED nor 


(ah On account of his brother John, lately dead. 


\ 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XLIIL XLIV. 75 
nor ſhould I wiſh you to, leave it.. „ * 
s © 2.0/7 6,9 © v0 VR s 

As to my Rubens, for I now call it mine, you have 
ated with your uſual prudence and ceconomy. But 
if it turns out ſuch as it is repreſented to you, I do 
not expect that you will get any conſiderable abate- 
ment of the firſt price. As to the method of get- 
ting it over ſafe here, I refer myſelf to your abilities; 


many officers baggage will be coming, Ligonier's 


eſpecially, into which you may poſſibly thruſt it, 
Draw upon me, in an amicable way I mean, how and 
when you pleaſe; for I do not take your finances to be 
in a ſituation to allow long and large advances. 

Your Leiplig acquaintance 1s ſetting out for Ber- 
lin, He has applied himſelf extremely, and with 
great ſucceſs, at Leipſig, having made himſelf perfect 
maſter, as I am aſſured by his maſter, of Greek, La- 
tin, the laws of nations and of the empire, and of 
the German language to boot ; which, by the way, 
he writes as well as any German I ever knew. I am 


therefore no longer in the leaſt pain about the learn- 


ing part, of which he has now got ſuch a ſtock, that 
he will have a pleaſure, inſtead of a toil, in impro- 
ving it. All that he wants now, is /es Graces, in 
purſuit of which he goes, as ſoon as the roads will 
permit, from Berlin to Turin, there. to remain for 
at leaſt a year, I know no court that ſends out at 
leaſt, des gens plus deliés. I do not know what thoſe 


may be, whom they keep at home; but by the ſam- 


ples 1 judge well of them, 


The 
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The prince of Wales will, I believe, buy Van- 


it 
il. dyke's fir Melchior and company. I have given I 
| | him the drawing you ſent me; and Mr. Laurenzy is F 
1 wrote to by this poſt to ſpeak to you about it. N 
j | Yours very ſincerely, + 
lh! [2 
bl CHESTERFIELD, 1 
"i | : 
ll "DUET TE R--0LV; | 4 
| TO THE SAM E, 

i 

| Lqiidpn, Jan, 20, O. 8. 1749 · 

DEAR DAY ROLL Es, 

i AS T poſt brought me yours of che 24th, 

8 | N. S. My old diſorder in my head, which bat 

| of late plagued me, hindered me from acknowledge- 

| ing your two former letters, I am now much better, 


thanks to a good bliſter, which ! clapped upon my 

| head, on the part offending, 

= * the Rubens is ſecured, I am in no haſte to 

: receive it, for I could not hang it up yet, its place not 

being ready. The way you mention of ſending it by 

| the ſloop is, I think, the beſt; and pray let it be di- 

| rected to Mr. Hotham, one of the commiſſioners of 

| the cuſtoms, who will take care of it, and pay the E 
duty for me. You will take care to have it fo ſafely "3 
packed up, that it may receive no damage, en chemin / 
ftaiſant. JJ JS 0 0 AS SS 


7. 
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I am glad that I have prevailed with my baron to 
return to his old houſe, for the firſt warm weather 
muſt have ſuffocated him where he now is. If he 
eſcapes dying of the firſt fright, when he goes back, 
all the reſt will go very well, and go juſt as it uſed 


to do. 


I am rejoiced to hear that I ſhall have another tome 
of the hiſtoire amoureuſe; for now that, thank God, 
I have no buſineſs, that kind of reading amuſes me. 


The hiſtoire politique of the united provinces would 


at preſent be but a gloomy one. I ſee no govern- 


ment there at all; but I ſee power without authority, 
and expence without the poſſible means of ſupplies. 


The prince of Orange wants a Sully, The reduction 
of the troops will be a deciſive point: if it is a con- 
ſiderable one, the prince of Orange is nobody; and, if 
it is not, the republic is undone. „ * #* 

My houſe and garden employ both my thoughts 
and my time. I am at work about them all day, 
and ſhall take poſſeſſion of them in about a month; 
there I ſhall be impatient to ſee you; and there I de- 
lieve you will not be forry to ſee, 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 


—— 
— — — 
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LETTER XLYL 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Feb. 3, O. S. 1749. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 
HAVE honored your bill, as they call it; but, 
properly ſpeaking I have done better, for I have 
paid it. I think you have brought me off very cheaply, 
and fo much ſo, that I ſhall not own it, when I ſhew 
the picture, but intimate a much higher price; for 
you virtuoſos, I know, often take the price into your 
conſideration, in forming your judgments as to the 
value of a thing. I ſincerely forgive you the three 
florins, which your cutiofity.coſts me, and will never 
demand that ſum of either you or your heirs, adminiſ- 


trators, or aſſigns. Beſides that I really think, that 


a gratification of three florins is by no means unrea- 
ſonable for the trouble you have been at. I can tell 
you by the way, that when my pictures, bronzes, and 


marbles, ſhall come to be properly placed, as they will 
be in my new houſe, the collection wil! not appear a 


contemptible one. There will be nothing, that is 


not excellent of the kind. I hope you will be here 
time enough to direct me in the arrangement; for lord 
Holderneſſe is no preparing in good earneſt for his 
embaſſy, and talks of going ſoon, that is, in two or 
three months. He has appointed parſon Tindal, who 
tranſlated Rapin, and well, to be both his chaplain 
and his ſecretary ; he goes firſt, as I hear, without 

hs madame, 
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madame, who is to follow him ſome time afterwards. 
But though, as you will eaſily believe, I am impatient 


to fee you, I would not adviſe you to aſk leave to 


come over immediately upon his arrival, but to ſtay 
a couple of months at leaſt after it. 

I had a letter the other day from my baron, by 
which he ſeems to be pretty well comforted, and to 
thirſt again for pamphlets, of which J have ſent him a 
freſh cargo. Pray, when you fee Pami (a), make him 
my compliments, and aſſure him of my eſteem and 
friendſhip. I ſuppoſe qi net pas queſtion de lui a la 
cour. As for your republic, it is undone, and I think 
of it no more. Conclamatum eſt. 


EK rn Win. 


TO THE S AME. 


London, Feb. 24, O. S. 1749. 
| DEAR DAYROLLES, 


"HE picture is arrived, and is, in my mind, 
the beſt 1 ever ſaw of Rubens; but as yet I 


have only my own opinion for it, as I have not ſhewn 
it, nor will not, till it is in perfect order. A little 


of the varniſh, in ſome immaterial parts, was rubbed 


off in the carriage, but the painting-not the leaft da- 


(a) I believe Mr. Duncan,  farourite to the ;prince, before his 
elevation to the Stadthouderſhip, and employed in London to ſettle 


the articles of his marriage with the princeſs roy al, He was lord 
Cheſterfield's moſt particular friend, 


maged. 


— — . — 


$0 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


maged, I have given it to Anderſon, who is a very 
ſafe mian, to take off that cruſt of varniſh, with which 
they are ſo apt to load their pictures in Flanders and 
Holland; and, when this picture ſhall be delivered of 
it, it will be quite another thing. The figure of the 
virgin 1s the moſt graceful and beautiful that I ever 
ſaw, and not ſo Flemiſh-built as moſt of his women 
are. In ſhort, the whole is excellent. The frame 
though not a faſhionable is a handſome one, and ſhall, 
with the addition that I will make to it, be a fine one. 
I do not diſlike ſomething a little antique in the 
frame of an old picture; provided it be rich, I think 
it is more reſpectable. As ſoon as the ſupreme con- 
| noifſeurs ſhall have ſat upon it, I will let you know K 
their verdict, not that for my own part I ſhall care | 3 
two · pence about it, for I diſtruſt the ſkill of moſt, 1 
and the truth of all, of them. They pronounce ac- 
cording to the pictures that they either have or have 
not, or that they want to buy or ſell, of the ſame 'Þ 
hand. You are an excellent commiſſionaire; and my | s 
moſt dutiful thanks attend you for your care and Eg 
trouble. : 
Pray do not let your maladie 4 pais hurry you into 2 
any etourderie. * * „ 4 4 1 1 . K. = 9 
Pray tell my baron, that I took particular care to : 
ſend him the Enquiry into the conduct and princi- 
ples of the two brothers; ſo that it muſt neceſſarily have 
been taken out of the pacquet. Poſſibly they have 4 
no mind that it ſhould be diſperſed abroad. I will 71 
ſend it him again the firſt opportunity. F 
Adieu. Yours faithfully, 


CHESTER FIELD. 
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TO THE SAME. 
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London, March 9, O. S. 1749. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 
„ X #* * UPON my ſoul I long to ſee you. 
for two reaſons, which I have not for longing to ſee 
many people; they are, that I love you, and that I 
know you love me. I ſhall keep a little room for you 


3 at Blackheath, where I will refreſh you with the beſt 
3 ananas and melons in England. 

3 Pray tell monſieur Slingelandt that I have ſpoke 
| 1 to Rutter about the horſe in queſtion; and, the better 
3 to know whether he was gentle enough for him, 1 
Y aſked him whether he was enough ſo for me; to 
z 4 which Rutter could not anſwer in the affirmative, fo 
1 that I bid him not ſend him. I take it for granted 
1 that monſieur Slingelandt, who is a civil quiet gen- 

E tleman as well as myſelf, chuſes, as I do, a horſe 

1 like père Canaye's qualem me decet eſſe manſuetum (a), 

3 which ſerene kind of beaſt is ſtill more neceſſary 


in Holland, in the midſt of canals and windmills, 
than here... *. -* 


+ | Bon ſoir, mon ami. 
a (a) See S. Evremond's moſt ingenious piece, intitled ; Converſa- 
J TH tion du martchal d "Hoguincourt avec le ere Canaye, 
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E 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Marth 3r, O. S. 1749. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 
, Hotel Cheſterfield. 


# #9. .# 1 =, nothin. wah 
any degree of certainty, of the ſquabbles among our 
miniſters. That there are ſome, is undoubtedly true; 
but then, in the reports, they are either magnified 
or leſſened, according to the wiſhes or the intereſts of 
the reporters. Their two graces are evidently very 
ill together, which I long ago knew, and ſaid could 
not fail, # „ * * #* #* * 

I am got into my new houſe, from whence I ſhall 
be a moſt unconcerned ſpectator. I have yet finiſhed 
nothing but my boudoir and my library ; the former is 
the gayeſt and moiſt chearful room in England, the 
latter the beſt. My garden is now turfed, planted, 
and ſown ; and will, in two months more, make a ſcene 
of yerdure and flowers, not common in London. 


Anderſon has reſtored the Rubens perfectly well, 


by taking off that damned varniſh, with which it was 
loaded, and fetching out the original painting. The 
connciſſeurs have fat upon it; and, what is extraordi- 
nary, are unanimous in declaring it one of the beſt 
in England. Many have gueſſed it at C. Soo, none 
leſs than C. 500. Je les laifſe dire, et je ne dis rien. 
(I let them ſpeak, and ſay nothing.) 
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I do not care for the Teniers you mention; both 
my picture rooms being completely filled, the great 
one with capital pictures, the cabinet with b;jour. So 
that I will buy no more, till J happen to meet with 
ſome very capital ones 6f ſome of the moſt eminent 
old Italian maſters, ſach as Raphael, Guido, Cor- 
regio, &c. and in that caſe I would make an effort. 

I will look out for a horſe fit for Mr. Slingelandt, 
of which I think I am a better judge than a better 
horſeman. You may tell him I ſhall not much regard 
the beauty of it, but the intrinſic merit. I defire he 
ſhould be ſafe, for I love him both upon his own ac- 
count and his father's. 

I agree with you that my baron, far from travelling 
into other countries, will never more ſee his own, or 
put on a coat. He will think that he has eſcaped in- 
fection ſo providentially now, that I am apt to think 
he will endeavour to truſt providence no more. 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 


. 


Rr 


* 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 4, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
CINCE my laſt go you, I have received your 
two letters of the Bth and 11th, N. S. toge- 
ther with the pamphlet in Dutch, which you ſent me 
by general Elliot, who delivered it to me very ſafe. 
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It has made me rub up my almoſt-forgotten Dutch, 
and I think I underſtand the meaning of it perfectly. 
It is extremely well written, and I dare ſay the facts 
are all as trne, as the reaſonings upon them are juſt. 


It coincides with, and confirms, all the notions I had 


formed in the preſent ſtate of affairs in the republic. 
I ſhould be obliged to you if you would inform me, 
who is either the real, or ſuppoſed, author of it. 
Whoever he is, he is well- inſormed. I am very much 
obliged to you for ſending it to me: I have laid it 
by carefully, with my own predictions of general 
bankruptcy and confuſion, which I fear a little time 
more will accompliſh. | 
General Elliot * / un degourdi, et du bon ton. I 
have not ſeen any Engliſhman more regenerated by 
being abroad than he is. I met him at Hop's before 
I knew who he was ; and I was aſtoniſhed to find a 
man, who ſpoke Engliſh ſo well, behave himſelf ſo well. 
1 differ with you in opinion about the king of 
Pruſſia's two very different letters to the two poets 
for I am perſuaded that they are both genuine. 


Should the two poets happen to compare notes, ſuch 


is human vanity, and {till more ſuch is poetical vanity, 
that each would be convinced that the other was the 
dupe, and himſelf his majeſty's moſt favoured poet. 
S'il fait bon battre les glorieux, il fait auſſi bon les 
tromper (a). In the firlt caſe they do not complain; in 


the ſecond they do not even ſee, * * * * * * 


| Yours moſt aflectionately, 
| CHESTERFIELD. 
* Lieutenant f in the Dutch "IT Ig 


fa) An alluton to a French 2 :de- amounting to this, that g 
men will equally bear being 's drubbed and being deceived, 
3 
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t 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 25, O. 8. 1749. 


DEAR DAYROLLYS, 
TAM now the letters in your debt, which 1 

would hans paid more punctually, if I had any 
tolerable current ſpecies to have paid you in: but I 
have nothing but farchings to offer, and moſt of them 
too counterfeit ; for being, thank God, no longer 
concerned in the coinage, I cannot anſwer for the 
weight of the coin. I hear, as every body does, more 
lies than truth, and am not in a ſituation of knowing 
which is which. * 4 *######% # * * 
However disjointedly buſineſs may go on, plea- 
ſures, I can aſſure you, go roundly. To-morrow 
there is to be, at Ranelagh garden, a maſquerade 
in the Venetian manner. It is. to begin at three 
o'clock in the afternoon ; the ſeveral /oges are to be 
ſhops for toys, limonades, glaces, and other raffrai- 
chiſſemens. The next day come the fire-works, at 
which hundreds of people will certainly loſe their 


lives or their limbs, from the tumbling of ſcaffolds, 


the fall of rockets, and other accidents inſeparable 
from ſych crowds. In order to repair this loſs to 


ſociety, there will be a ſubſcription-maſquerade on 


the Monday following, which, upon calculation, it 1s 
thought, will be the occaſion of getting about the ſame 
number of people as were deſtroyed at the ſire-Works. 

6 3 I bear 


- 
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| I hear nothing yet of lord Holdernefle's going to . 
| Holland, and therefore do not aſk you when I may ? 
hope to ſee you here; for I ſuppoſe that his arrival : 
4 muſt be previous to your departure : moreover I am S. 
| told that you are ſo buſy in moving from one houſe "MF 
10 to another, that you could not yet move from one z 
N country to another. Where is your new dwelling at : 
ö the Hague ? $ 
0 I am glad to hear that madame de Berkenroodt : 
goes ambaſſadreſs to Paris; ſhe will paſs her time P 
| well there, and ſhe deſerves it. Pray make her ; 
| my compliments of congratulation, and tell her that 4 
| I am ſtrongly tempted to pay my reſpects to her at 3 
„ Paris myſelf; but that, if I cannot, I will at leaſt z 
| do it by proxy this winter twelvemonth, and ſend 7 
| her an ambaſſador about forty years younger, and A 
| conſequently forty times better than myſelf. My 9 
N boy will then be at Paris; he is now at Venice, 5 
| goes to Turin till November, and then to Rome 4 
| till the October following, when I ſhall emancipate 
| him at Paris. I hear ſo well of him from all quarters, 
| that I think he will do. Adieu; porte. vous bien, et 
i aimez moi toujours. 


LETTER WL 


TO THE SAM Ee 


London, May 4, O. S. 1749. [> 


» 
Ct SL 
* pm, 


wo 8 F ; 82 pl a 3 . 1 "Op" 
L FS 1% SE 8 2 i * 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Win; TRE "ROY Oh for power 
your court, and in your republic, puts me in . 
of lord Rocheſter's image of contending miniſters. 


He 
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He compares them to ſchool-boys, who, at the ha- 
zard of their necks, climb for crabs, which, if they 
were upon the ground, ſolid pigs would diſdain. 
How the penfionary could be ignorant of the fa- 
your * intended him, as it is reported that he was 
when he received the meffage, is what I cannot con- 
ceive; for I knew it above a month ago. The manner 
in which he took it, and ſpoke the next day in the aſ- 
fembly, was wiſe and ſkilful ; but his accepting the 
penſion , for it is merely a penſion, fince he is ex- 
cluded all the aſſemblies, is dirty, and vilifies him. 
If I had been he, I would ſooner have lived all my life, 
as Van Beuningen did, by way of experiment, one 
year, upon fix and thirty florins. Though his diet 
would have been but low, his CharaCter would have 
been high. 

I have ſeen Laurenzi, who, I believe, muſt obſerve 
that diet too, unleſs he can get an increaſe of his ap- 
pointments, which he is labouring for; but I much 
doubt of his ſucceſs. He confirms the accounts I 


had had before from many, of la delicateſſe et le bon goũt 


de votre table. Marquis d'Havrincourt was worthy 


of it, excelling as he does, not only in the theory, 
but in the practical part, of the table. He dined 
with me once or twice, and 1 think I never ſaw a more 
vigorous performer. He is a very pretty man, and 
has Pextremement bon ton de la parfaitement bonne 
compagnie, which is at preſent the ſhort but compre- 
henſive Age d'un honnẽte homme. 


* His ſudden diſmiſſion from the poſt of grand penſionary. 
+ Of" 8000 florins, about C. 730. 
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I am in debt, at leaſt three, if not four, letters to 
my baron, who is a molt excellent correſpondent, I 
will pay him ſoon in much better coin than my own 
letters; for I ſhall ſend him by the firſt opportunity a 
good cargo of good books and pamphlets. Pray, 


make him my compliments, and tell him that I will 
write to him ſoon, *® # kn =» „ * =#* 


LY 


* * 


I hear nothing yet of lord Holderneſſe's going to 
Holland. 


Yours moſt faithfully, 


0 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 9, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAV ROLL Es, | 
FI HE perſon, who will give you this letter, is 
the nephew of monſieur Boiſſier, a rich, and, 
for all that, a very honeſt merchant of the zity, from 
whom I have received many civilities, He is a 


' Swiſs, and probably you know him by name and repu- 


tation. This nephew is deſirous to get into the ſer- 
vice of the republic; and I wiſh that you could be 
uſeful to him in that view. I do not mean, nor does 
he, that you can procure him a commiſſian ; but we 

2 t think; 
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think, that you may be able to point out to him 1e 

moyen diy parvenir (the way of ſucceeding), whatever 

that may be. If it be ſolicitation, you will tell him 

where to addreſs it; if a private tip, you will tell 

him where to apply it. In ſhort, I am {ure that, 

I from the part. I take in him upon his uncle's account, 
: you will do him what ſervice you can, 

By the way, do not apprehend from this, that I 


y ſhall plague you often with recommendations of this 
5 kind, for I have refuſed them to ſeveral people, and 
2 ſhall continue to do ſo to nine in ten. They deſire 
1 impertinent, unreaſonable, or impoſſible things; and 
9 then deſire that I will recommend them to you, be- 
5 cauſe they are ſure that J have great intereſt with you. 
& My anſwer to which is, that I verily believe I have 
2 intereſt with you, and for that very reaſon will not 
3 recommend to you an impertinent or an impoſſible 
3 thing. 
1 I am now aſſured, that lord Holderneſſe, though 
9 he has not yet kiſſed the king's hand, will go in three 
a 3 weeks at fartheſt; ſo that in ſix I hope to ſee you here. 
F I need not tell you how glad I ſhall be of it. We 


5 have not been ſo long aſunder ſince we loved one ano- 
'V ther; as we ſtil], I believe, do. Adieu, 


L E T- 
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LET TER- Lv; 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 9, O. S. 1749. 
PEAR DAY ROLLS, | 


S I find by your laſt, that your ſtay in Holland 
will now be but ſhort, my letters will be ſo too, 


We can talk more fully as well as more freely than 


we can write, * x # % „ X 4 


Hop * ſhewed me yeſterday the print of your fire- 
works; they ſeem to be fo fine and fo expenſive, 
that, conſidering the preſent neceſfitous condition of 
the republic, they put me in mind of a good fanfaron 
motto upon a French ftandard, Peream, modo luccam. 
(1 will ſhine, though I periſh.) I ſhould have told 
you. firſt, that the device was a burſting grenado, 

My boy, who was going to the carnaval at Venice, 
was ſuddenly ſeized with a violent inflammation upon 
his lungs, at a miſerable poſt-houſe, two poſts be- 
yond Laubach, in Carniole, where he remained in 
great danger for twelve days. He is now recovering 
at Laubach; and, by this time, I hope, out of all 


danger. However, as ſoon as the heats are over, 


that is, at the latter end of September, I intend to 
ſend him to Naples, the beſt place in the world for 
tender lungs, and his are fo yet. I ſhall ons him a 


* Lieutenant-general Hop, envoy extraordinary from the States- 
general. 


letter 
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letter of recommendation to marquis Fogliani, who is 
the only perſon I know there; and, as there is no Nea- 
politan miniſter here, that will be the only letter I 
can give him. Could you eaſily get a letter or two 
for him from monſieur Finochetti? If you can, you 
may bring them with you here; and I can ſend them 
to him time enough from hence. You will remember 
to call him my nephew. I am told, that the princeſs 
Strongoli and general Mahoni oe the two beſt houſes 
there. 

The parliament is to be prorogued next T ueſday, 
when the miniſters will have ſix months leiſure te 
quarrel, and patch up, and quarrel again, Garrick 
and the Violetti will likewiſe, about the farne time, 
have an opportunity of doing the fame thing, for they 
are to be married next week. They are deſperately 


in love with each other. Adieu; je languis de Vous 
voir. 


LEBE r En TV. 


O THE SAME. 


London, June 23, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

HAVE this inſtant received your letter of the 
27th N. S. which I am very little able to anſwer, 
having been ill of a fever ever ſince Sunday laſt, and 

this being the firſt day that I have been allowed to go 
put of my bed-chamber. I am very weak, partly 
from 


92 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTFRS 


from the diſtemper itſelf, and partly from being 
ſtarved. On Monday, I ſhall go to Blackheath for a 
week; which I hope will reſtore me. But I would 
not delay making you eaſier, than you ſeem to be at 
preſent, about the event of your letter to the duke of 
Newcaſtle. I happened to meet him laſt Saturday at 
Boden's country-houſe, where he told me that Stone 
had that morning delivered him a letter from you, 
aſking leave to come here for a very ſhort time. I told 
him that I ſuppoſed you would obtain it; to which 
he anſwered, Moſt undoubtedly. So that your having 
yet had no anſwer to it, I am convinced, proceeds 
only from his grace's hurry. I believe he has at pre- 
ſent buſineſs enough upon his hands, * # # * . + 
I thank you heartily for the letters you have pro- 
cured the boy for Naples ; he is now fo well reco- 
vered that he 15 gone to Venice, where he will ſtay 
till the middle of September, and then proceed to 
Naples. My head will not allow me to write any 
more; it is my heart adds, that I am faithfully 


Yours, 


C, 


LE T. 
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ERTTER LIVE 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 30, 0.5. 1285 
"DEAR DAYROLLES, 
OUR ſigns of life came very ſeaſonably to 
convince me, that the concern you were in at 
leaving your dear country had not put an end to it. 
I happened to relate very properly the agonies I ſaw 
you in at leaving England, in company, where a lady 
ſeemed to think that ſhe was the cauſe of them. Sne 
inquired minutely into the degree and nature of 


them; ſpoke of them with tendernels and compaſſion, 


though ſhe confeſſed a quarrel with you for three days 
before you went away, which had broke off all com- 
munication between you. To this, I anſwered like 
your god-father, that to part with her would have 
been ſufficient cauſe for your grief; but to part with 
her offended and incenſed, more than juſtified the 
deſpair I obſerved in you. I obliged her at laſt. to 
confeſs, that ſhe wiſhed ſhe had ſeen you the day be- 
fore you went. Make your moſt of theſe informa- 
tions in your next letter to her. 

You found Holland juſt as you left it; that is to 
ſay, in the ſame ſtate of inſolvency and confuſion, I 
fear it will be ſoon worſe, if my ſuſpicions are 


founded; for J have good reaſon to ſuſpect, that your 


rulers are wild enough to think of engaging in a new 
war. It is now beginning in the North; and though 
publickly it is diſcouraged, privately it is encouraged, 

not 
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1 not only in Holland, but elſewhere, The czarina 
will, I am convinced, ſoon ſtrike the firſt blow. 
The court of Vienna hopes that the king of Pruſſia 
will ſtrike the ſecond, and give them a pretence to 
nn ftrike the third. If France does not interpoſe, the 
. king of Pruſſia is demoliſhed. If France does, it 
ll | can only be by way of diverſion, in falling upon the 
| | queen of Hungary; and that will neceſſarily be in 
il Flanders, which, it is hoped and believed, will force 
the maritime powers to take a part, Bentinck *, 
now at Vienna, could tell us more of this, if he 
1 pleaſed. 

J have not heard one word about Mr. Harte (a), 
4 which makes me believe that I ſhall not. He ſhall 
1 be no loſer, however, and other people no gainers, 
by the refuſal. 

Mr. Durand brought me a letter from my baron; 
full of complaints of his health. Make him my 
complitnents, and tell him that he ſhall hear from 
me ſoon. 

On Thurſday ſevennight the parliament riſes; and 
the Tueſday following his majeſty ſets out for Hano- 
ver. The regency is at laſt dy and the duke not 
to be one, 

Adieu, mon cher enſant; ſoyez tant que je vous ; 
aimerni toujours. (Adieu, my dear friend; be per- 4 
ſuaded Lever ſhall love you.) 
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* Count Bentinck, ſeigneur de Roon, of the vlog of the 
fiobles, in the province of Holland. | 


(s) Lord Cheſterfield had applied to obtain a when of Wind- 


for for Mr. Harte, then with his fon, and met with unexpected 
difficult: and dolave, 
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LT TER OLVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 14, O. S. 1750. 
DEAR DAYROLLEFS, 


COULD not refuſe this recommendation of a 

virtuo/a to a virtugſo, The girl is a real pro- 
digy; but ſometimes a prodigy without a puff will 
not do. Your hearing her once, and your puffing 
her afterwards, is all that ſhe deſires. The great 
point is to get the princeſs of Orange to hear her, 
which ſhe thinks will make her fortune, Even the 


great Handel has deigned to recommend her there; 


ſo that a word from your honour will be ſufficient. 
Adieu. | 


Yours faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LITE LU. 


10 THE SAME. 


London, April 27, O. S. 1750. 


DEAR DAT ROLL ES, 


AM two letters in your debt; but as I knew that 
you were rambling, I did not know where to 


tender the payment. 


By 
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By this time, it is probable that you are re-eſta- 
bliſhed at the Hague. Had an unhappy foreigner 


been obliged to paſs as many days at Plymouth as 


you paſſed at Calais, how admirably he would have 
diverted himſelf, and how politely he would have 
been received! Whereas, I dare ſay, you paſſed your 
time very well at Calais, in caſe you were not too 


much an Engliſhman” to think ſo. 


It is very true, that, after a ſeries of difficulties, 


which, 1 believe, were never made before upon ſo 


trilling an occaſion, Mr. Harte has at laſt got a pre- 


bend of Windſor. I am moſt extremely glad of it; 


for, that debt being now paid, I owe no man living 


any thing. As it is neceſſary that he ſhould come 


over here to take poſſeſſion of his ſtall, I have di- 
rected him to bring the boy to Paris, and to fix him 
in la Gueriniere's academy there, #F # #+ & #* 

When he arrives at Paris, I will ſend him a letter 
of recommendation d /ox excellence, madame de Berken- 
roodt; valeat quantum. In all events, it will be a 
good houſe for him to frequent. Vous y metirez du 
votre auſſi,” Sil vous plait, (you will contribute to it, 
if you pleaſe,) by writing a word or two in his favour 
to the lady, or her huſband, or both. 

Comte Obdam's ſale, I ſuppoſe, draws near, at 
which, pray, buy me ſuch buſtoes and vaſes, as you 
ſhall find are univerſally allowed to be both antique 


and fine, at ſuch rates as you ſhall think reaſonable ; 
in the whole, you may go as far as two hundred 
pounds, if the objects are curious and worth it. 


Shall you not be ſurprized, if, at your return here, 


you find a pendant for your Rubens, full as large, 
and 
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and by a ſtill greater maſter? J have reaſon to be- 
lieve that will be the caſe, and then I ſhall undoubt- 
edly have two of the moſt capital. pictures in Eng- 
land of thoſe two great maſters. For the virtue here 
now unanimouſly confeſs, that all the Rubenſes in 
England mult ſtrike to mine, | 
1 believe, as you ſay, that you found things in the 
united provinces juſt as you left them, a great deal 
talked of, and nothing done. However, they would 
do well to conſider, that, in their ſituatioh, not to 
advance is to go backwards. You may depend 
upon it, that, whatever you may have heard ſaid to 
the contrary, war was the original deſign, and the 
Pruſſian bear- ſKin was again ſcantled out upon paper; 
but the ſtrong declarations, and indeed preparations, 
of France on one hand, and the apprehenſions which 
Ruſſia, on the other, had juſt reaſons to entertain of 
the Turk, have reſpectively obliged certain potvers to 
put water in their wine; and, I now verily believe, 
that the North will clear up, and ſettle for ſome time 
in peace. * a + + # # 

Pray, make my compliments to my baron, to 
whom I owe a letter; which I have not paid for mere 
want of ſpecie. Is he got to his own houſe again? 
Surely it has undergone luſtrations enough to be ſuffi- 
ciently purified for his reception. Every thing here 
is juſt as you left it. I am, and ever ſhall be ſo, 
with regard to you: ceft tout dire; bon ſoir, mon 
enfant. 5 


Vor. IV. — | L k T. 
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ILE TT EN IN. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 25, O. S. 17 50. 
DEAR DAY ROLLES, 


FIND your journey chrough Flanders has been, 

1 like every man's journey through the world, 
ſome good and ſome bad; but, upon the whole, it 
was as well as being at the Hague. By what you 
obſerved, it 1s evident, that the court of Vienna will 
not lay out a ſhilling upon the barrier towns, bur 
throw that burthen, as they do every other, upon the 
maritime powers; ſaying, that they get nothing by 
Flanders, but that it is our buſineſs to take care of it. 
I am an Auſtrian in my politics, and would ſupport 
that houſe, if I could: but, then I would be their 
ally, not their bubble; their friend, but not their 
victim. | 
With your leave, fir, it is none of Boden's trum- 
pery that is to hang over-againſt the Rubens, but a 
holy family, the maſter-piece of Titian; for which 
the late regent had agreed to give forty thouſand 
livres to the chapter at Rheims. It was accordingly 
ſent him; but when it arrived at Paris he was dead 
and gone, not to the holy family I believe. His ſon, 
the preſent duke of Orleans, choſe rather to-retura 
the picture than the money; the chapter was obliged 
to take it back, and there it has remained ever fince. 


I accidentally heard of this, and that the chapter was 
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ſpecial poor; upon which, I. determined to try what 
I could do, and I have ſucceeded. As this picture 
was brought from Italy by the famous cardinal de 
Lorraine, after he had been at the council of Trent, 
and given by him to the cathedral of Rheims, of 
which he was archbiſhop, he gave them at the ſame 
time his own picture, a whole length, done by T1- 
tian; which I have likewiſe got: they are both 
arrived at Paris, and I expect them here very ſoon. 
This, you will allow, is no trumpery, and I have 
now done with pictures ; ; I am brim-full, and not ill 
filled, | 
Comte Obdam's virts will, I think, for the reaſon 
you give, go very cheap; few people in Holiand 
underſtanding thoſe things, or even thinking that 
they do. I would not give ſix- pence for his bronzes, 
nor a ſhilling for his books ; but for ſome of his an- 
tique marbles, I would give reaſonably. Thoſe which, 
upon the face of the . I ſhould chuſe, are 
the following ones. | 
297 Hermes (Buſte) juvenis Romani cum lorica et 
ſago, in marmore. Ant. 
298 Bacchus, cum corona hederacea. Ant. 
302 Caput juvenis Romani, ſupra baſin. Ant. 
305 Statua cum anaglyphis, ſacrificium in honorem 
Priapi efformantibus. Ant. 
There are alſo in the appendix two buſtos, one of 


Homer, the other of Apollo, by Girardon ; which, 


if they go extremely cheap, as poſſibly they may, I 
ſhould be glad of them; by extremely cheap, I 
mean about ten pounds a-piece. For the four an- 
tiques above-marked, I' un portant l'autre (one with 
H 2 another); 
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another); if they are Fine, I would go as far as five 
and twenty pounds a-piece. But ſhould theſe which 
I have mentioned, have great faults, and others 
which I have not mentioned have great beauties, I 
refer to your deciſion, who are upon the place, and 
have un coup d'oeil wif et penétrant: (a quick and pene- 
trating eye.) | 

You will ſee Hop at the Hague next week; it 1s 
ſooner than he propoſed to go, but he is ordered, 
which gives him ſome apprehenſions. You will allo 
ſee the famous madame du Boccage, who fets out 
from hence with her huſband, and abbe Guaſco de 
Pacademie des inſcriptions, next Tueſday. She has 
tranſlated Milton into French verſe, and gave a tra- 
gedy laſt winter at Paris, called les Amazones. She 
has good parts, n' fiche pas le bel-efprit: (and does not 
make an oftentatious diſplay of wit.) Pray, give 
them un petit diner, and let them know that I did 
them juſtice with you; they ſtay but a'tew days at 
the Hague, ſo cannot be very troubleſome to you. 


But I poſſibly ſhall, if I lengthen this letter: ſo, hor 
fair, 


C. 


LET. 
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* 


TO THE SAME, 


London, June 19, O. 8. 1750. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


MUST ſay as moſt fools do, who would have 
thought it? My fine Titian has turned out an exe- 
crable bad copy. By good luck, the condition of the 
obligation was ſuch, that, if certain good judges at 
Paris ſhould declare it either a copy, or eſſentially 
damaged, the chapter of Rheims was to take it back 
again, I paying the carriage. This has happened; 
and the beſt painters in Paris pronounced it not only 
a copy, but a damned one; ſo that I am only in for 
the carriage back. The chapter muſt have been more 
fools than knaves in the affair; for, had they known 
it to be a eopy, they might have known, at the ſame 
time, that it would be returned them; by which they 
would get nothing but the diſcrediting of their picture 
for ever. | | 
I have received a letter from madame du Boccage, 
containing a panegyrie of his majeſty's reſident at the 


Hague. I eſt tres aimable, tres poll, il eſt au mieux 
avec tout ce qu il y a de meilleur ici, et il fait tres-bonne 


chere. (He is very amiable, very polite, extremely 
well received in the beſt company, and keeps an 
excellent table.) Faire bonne chere (to keep a good 
table) you know, always ſums up a F rench panegy- 
rick, She ſays, that by your means ſhe received a 


thouſand ciyilities at the Hague. I do not know 


H 3 _ whether 
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whether my friend abbè G uaſco's judgment in virty 


will be of any great ſervice to us at comte Obdam's, 
and I would ſooner truſt to your own coup doeil, 
qui eſt mordieu vif et percant. | ws 

I am very much par voyes, et par chemins, between 
London and Blackheath, but much more at the lat- 
ter, which is now in great beauty. The ſhell of my 


gallery is finiſhed, which, by three bow-windows, gives 


me three different, and the. fineſt, proſpects in the 


world, I have already two or three of your cante- 


loupe melons, which are admirable ; I have covered 


thoſe, which are not yet ripe, with frames of oyled 


paper, which I am aſſured will do much better than 


glaſſes. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ #* 


The prince of Wales's laſt child was at laſt chriſten- 


ed the day before yeſterday, after having been kept 


at leaſt a fortnight longer than it ſhould have been 
out of a ſtate of ſalvation, by the jumble of the two 
ſecretaries of ſtate, whoſe reciprocal diſpatches car- 
ried, nor brought, nothing deciſive. Adieu. 5 


LETTER LXI. b 


TO THE SAME. 


DBAR DAYROLLES, 


1. MOST heartily wiſh you and Mrs. Dayrolles 


Joy, and I believe. you have had it. May it con- 


tinue long! I came to town this morning on purpoſe 


to make my compl:ments to you both, bur you were 
— our 
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gone to ſhady groves. I hope you will take thoſe 
of Greenwich in their turn, and the ſooner the better. 


En ceci 
La femme eſt compriſe auſſi (a). 
Lady Cheſterfield would have come, to have waited 
vpen Mrs. Dayrolles, but was prevented by a great 
cold. Adieu. | 


Saturday, July 31, 1751. 


LETTER: EX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Oct. 5, O. S. 1751. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I AM heartily glad to find that you nicked your 
paſſage ro Holland ſo well, for a day or two 
later it would have been a bad one; I mean for ma- 
dam Dayrolles, car pour vous, Vous avez le pie marin, 
(for as to you, you are uſed to the ſea,) and more- 
over are miniſter to the maſter of the ſeas. | 
I have been here now juſt three weeks, though I. 
have drank theſe waters but a fortnight, upon ac- 
count of a moſt confounded cold, which I got at my 
firſt arrival. However I find du mieux, as Rodrigue 
happily expreſſes himſelf in his gazettes, and I expect 
a thorough vamp, before I leave this place, which I. 
ſhall do juſt time enough to exhibit a brown ſuit, 


% In this, the lady is likewiſe included, = 
- & Sb with 
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with a very rich gold button, at the birth-day, #* * 
6E % #. U öQ #.% % # © %+-  # 

I am aſtoniſhed at Slingelandt's being diſpleaſed, 
that I did not anſwer, or rather reply to his letter, for 
mine was an anſwer to his. He tells me an anec- 
dote, a ſact, which I dare ſay is a very true one; 
well, what anſwer is to be made to it? none that I 
know of, unleſs I had laid hold of that opportunity 
to have kept up a regular correſpondence with him, 
and to ſay the truth, my literary correſpondence 1s al- 
ready more extenſive than my eyes, my head, or my 
lazineſs, will admit of, 

I am glad of the accounts you give me of my baron 
and Duncan, both whom J love; and pray tell them 
ſo. I will write to the former ſoon, though this is not 
a place from whence I can write him a letter to his 
mind. Here I neither enquire, nor know any thing 
of the buſy world. I hardly read a news-paper. 
Thank God, I am ſafe and quiet on ſhore; and as I 
do not intend to put to ſea again, why ſhould I ſtudy 
navigation any more? I read here a great deal, but 
then it is partly for my own amuſement, and partly 
ſor the improvement of my little friend, who is with 
me. In that way he labours moſt willingly, and is 
even for more of it than I deſire to give him. But 
what I labour at moft, and find the moſt difficulty in, is, 
to give him les manjeres, la paliteſſe, et la tournure, of a 
man of faſhion. He thinks knowledge is all; there 
I differ from him, and endeavour to convince him, 
that, without manners and addreſs, it is very uſcleſs. 
However, I gain ground, and he is already very dif- 
ferent from what you ſaw him, He makes his com- 


pliments 
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pliments to you and madam Dayrolles. Pray make 
mine to her too; and tell her that, time out of mind, 
there has always been, un vieux Dayrolles, et un jeune 
Dayrolles, and that, as you cannot now claim the lat- 
ter appellation, it is incumbent upon her to make us 
a jeune Dayrolles, dans la fabrtyue duquel je la prie tres 
inſtamment de mettre beaucoup du fien : (in the fabric of 
whom I earneſtly beg ſhe would contribute a good 
ſhare.) Before you leave the Hague, pray remember 
to beg or ſteal for me ſome melon-ſeed of the largeſt 
and beſt canteloupes. The older it is, the better. 
Adieu, mon cher enfant. I am, with the trueſt af- 
fection, 
Yours, | 
C, 


LETTER .EXHI. 


TO THE SAME, 


London, Oct. 28, O. S. 17 51. 
DEAR DAYROLLESs, | 


Arrived here but laſt night from Bath, which 
journey delayed till now my anſwer to your laſt. 
I have brought with me from Bath a ſtock of health, 
which, with my œconomp, will, I think, laſt me for 
a year, and I pretend now to no more. Formerly I 
was fooliſh enough to think of na mare than au jour 
la journte ; and now I am wile enough, to expect no 
more than de Van d Pannte, 
I am very glad that all was ſo quiet in Holland, 
| ppon An event ſo little expected as the death of the 


Prong 
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prince of Orange. Various conjectures and deep 
political refinements will be made upon the probable 
conſequences of it; you ſhall have mine for nothing. 
Or ſus donc. In my mind, the whole will depend 
upon the conduct of the gouvernante. If that be mo- 
derate, gentle, and œconomical, this event will ſecure 


and fix the ſtadthouder- form of government more 


effectually than the life of the prince of Orange could 
have done. A minority is not a time for enterprizes, 
nor for the extenſion of power; and the people, the 
molt jealous of their liberties, are lulled by the very 
name of it, into a ſecurity, if no imprudent ſtep be 
taken, to rouze their fears, and awaken their jealouſies. 
In the mean time, thoſe who, having had the greateſt 
ſhare in the former republican government, were the 
moſt uneaſy at the alteration of it, if, not provoked, 
will not diſturb, and will inſenſibly grow uſed, and 
to ſome degree reconciled, to the preſent form, if 
gently and moderately adminiſtered. Many or moſt 
of theſe will be dead, by that time the young 
ſtadthouder comes to be of age; and the growing ge- 
neration, who will be of age with him, will have ſeen, 
nor known, no other kind of governmenr, and will 


naturally look up to a young prince. As for the herd 
of the people, a minor is always the object of their 
_ compaſſion, and conſequently of their love. In theſe 
circumſtances, her royal highneſs may, if ſhe pleaſes, 


fix and ſettle her ſon's future government upon a more 


ſolid foundation than his father could have done. 


But if, on the contrary, ſpirit, which always means 
heat and fury, ſhould be the word, and the active and 
buſy adminiſtrations of your Catharines and Marys 


of 
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of Medicis, your Anns of Auſtria, &c. ſhould prove 
the model of your gouvernante, that conduct, which 
yery near deſtroyed them in an abſolute government, 
will ruin her family irretrievably in a free one. 

' Now I have ſhot my bolt, to another point. The 
duke of Newcaſtle told me this morning, that Mr. 
Yorke would go to the Hague in a few days; and 
that, in a few days after his arrival there, you would 
receive your orders to go to Bruſſels. 

Creighton gave me your melon-ſeed, for which I 
thank you, and which I rob you of with the leſs regret, 
as, by your own account, you ſeem not to want any 
of les quatre ſemences froides. 

I have no news to ſend you from - hence; I have 
been too few hours in town to know any, and am 
moreover too indifferent to aſk for any. | 

By a little 4rochure, which my baron has ſent me, 
and which I take to be written under, at leaſt, the 
inſpection of the king of Pruſſia, it appears to me 
that ſome changes are intended to be made in the 
form of government of Sweden. If fo, that may pro- 
duce ſome Northern ſquabbles, though I think they 
will be carried on rather by the pen than the ſword. 
For I ſee very many good reaſons, why both Ruſſia and 
the king of Pruſſia ſhould rather ſcold than fight. 


But if they ſhould come to blows, I foretel What Ruſſia 


will have the better on't. 
Pray make my compliments to my baron; and tell 


him, that J will ſoon ſend him a long and unintereſt- 


ing letter: my waters, my journey, and my unſettled 
ſtate, for theſe laſt two months, have hindered me from 


doing 
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doing it ſooner. T his 1 is already too long, ſo you 
night to you. 


Yours, | 1 


c 


LETTER LXIV. 


| TO THE SAME, 

London, Nov. 1 5, O. S. 1751, 

| DEAR DAYROLLES, 

| I HAVE received yours of the 19th, N. S. for which | 

| this is only an acknowledgment, but no equiva- 4 
lent. All the news of yeſterday, ſuch as ſpeech, ad- ö | 
| dreſſes, &c. you will have authentically from the 4 
| office; and I have nothing to add to it.. * * | ; 
| Sans vanite, as people commonly ſay, when they 4 
| ſay a vain thing, I am of my baron's opinion, and 'Y 
| think it would not be the worſe for /a gouvernante, if 

[ ſhe purſued the meaſures which I mentioned in my 

0 laſt. I would not give her juſt the advice, which 


lord Clarendon was accuſed of having given king 
Charles II. at his reſtoration, not to mind his friends, 
but to gain his enemies, But I would adviſe her to 


think rather more of gaining over reaſonable enemies, 4 
than of gratifying unreaſonable friends. She ſhould - 


ſhould take off all proſcriptions, and mitigate all that 
military ſtuff of councils of war with unlimited powers, 
down to the mere neceſſary diſcipline of an army. 


5 Private 


conſult indiſcriminately the ableſt and the moſt re- | 
ſpectable people of the ſeveral provinces, upon the ; 
ſingle principle of the public good, and without 5 
adopting their provincial piques and prejudices. She 
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Private and public ceconomy ſhould be her great ob- 
jects; and if ſhe would act firmly upon ſuch princi- 
ples, ſhe would not want our advice, but I believe 
would do a great deal better without it. I would 
not deſire a finer part to act than ſhe has; and, were I . 
in her caſe, I would undertake to fix the preſent form 
of government upon a more ſolid foundation than it 
4 has been upon ſince the time of William I. 

3 Lord Holderneſle's baggage is not yet arrived, con- 
I ſequently I have not yet received my baron's bill of 
fare, but by a little ſpecimen of it, which he ſent me 
lately in a ſpecimen of a letter, I believe I ſhall not 
1 be able to furniſh him with ſome of the rarities that 
A he deſires; for he compoſes theſe bills of fare upon 
the advertiſements in the news- papers, aud the paſtry- 
cooks have been before-hand with him, at this ſeaſon 
of minced-pyes. He is now paſtorally inclined, 
and has wrote to me for ſome particular paſtorals, 
which to this hour I am very ſure no gentleman ever 
heard of or read. 
1 My boy ſet out this morning for Paris, improved a 
; : good deal, in my mind, du cote des manieres. Lord 
: Albemarle has promiſed to employ him in his bareau : 
"2 as much as if he were ſecretaire de ligation, and, it 
1 he does, it will be juſt as well as if he were, the fa- 
3 lary excepted, which I do not much mind. In all 
events, he has time enough before him; and, if Paris 


3 will not do, ſome other place, ſome time or other, 
3 will. Make my compliments to madame Dayrolles. 
Adieu. 
8 Yours, 
LET. 
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LETTER LXV. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 6, O. S. 1751. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


UR long friendſhip neither requires, nor allows 

ceremony and compliments. We are, I dare 

ſay, reciprocally glad to write to each other, whenever 

buſineſs does not interfere on your part, or lazineſs 

on mine; in either of which caſes be it underſtood, 

that the party at leiſure, or in humor, va toujours ſor 
train, whether the other anſwers or nor. 

Colonel Yorke has, I ſuppoſe, brought you your 
paſs to Bruſſels, which I ſuppoſe too that you will 
ſoon make uſe of. The ſooner the better; in the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs in the united provinces and ap 
St. James's, that of an Engliſh miniſter at the Hague 
is not to be envied, elle ſera ſcabrenſe : (it will be 
difficult.) u W # * „ „ 4 

In all events you will be out of the ſcrape, and I 
am very glad of it. If you get into any at Bruſſels 
with monſieur le marquis Botta d' Adorno *, it will 
be of no great conſequence, as he is not in very good 
odor here. 

Our parliament is ſo unanimous, that the houſe of 
lords hardly ſits at all, and the houſe of commons 


ſeldom till three o'clock, to the infinite grief of the 


ſpeaker, who, I believe, would now willingly change 


* Her imperial majeſty's miniſter nien, in the low 


countries. 


with 
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with the firſt preſident of the parliament of Paris, 
which makes a greater figure at preſent, The beau 
monde is not quite in ſuch a-ſtate of ination, # + * 
„6.3 „ % „ % # „ „ „„ & 

J have ſent my baron ſome bad books by colonel 
Yorke, whoſe departure did not give me time to ſend 
him the others that he deſired, which I will do by the 
firſt opportunity. I will ſend him two copies of 


Hammond's elegies, of which he will ſend you one to 


Bruflels, if you are there before he receives them. 
His tender turn is a new one, and may poſſibly re- 
move his fear of colliſion with human bodies. Pray, 
return him my thanks for les memoires de Brandebourg, 
which I have at laſt received from lord Holderneſle, 
with a ſybil's leaf, which 1 ſnatched and ſaved from 
the wind. Pray, make my compliments to Mrs. 
Dayrolles. | 

Yours faithfully, x 


LETTER LXVI. 
TO THE SAME. 


| London, Jan. 14, O. S. 17 52, 
DAR DAYROLLES, 
ESTERDA I received yours of the 21ſt, N. S. 
You have done very wiſely in leaving the 
Hague, and preſenting your memorial without further 
order; for had you waited here, for the return of it 
reviſed, corrected, and amended by his grace, you 


would 
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would have ſeen not only the funeral of the late, but ; 

the majority of the preſent, ſtadthouder; two ob- 

jets that appear very difficult to be ſettled. If the 

gouvernante be not both in earneſt and in haſte to 

have a proper proviſion made for the probable caſe of 

her death, ſhe muſt be mad. Her ſon's life poſſibly 
| may, but his power certainly will, depend upon that 
previous care. The quomodo will not be fo difficult 
there as it was here, there being no uncles in the : 
| queſtion. 5 4 
| | By all that I have heard of the character of the | 
i prince of Brunſwick *, I ſhould wiſh him to be the : 
| intermediate ſtadthouder under proper reſtrictions. N 
| A prince ſupported by any conſiderable power, or a 2 
| Dutchman by any conſiderable party, might be equally 3 
0 dangerous; as, on the other hand, a number of guar- E 
[ dians of the ſeveral provinces would be ſo like the ? 
1 former republican government, that it might poſſibly 3 
[| I know of no one event to communicate to you; ; 
[ there never was ſo ſerene a winter as this. I will not 3 
| trouble you with news ſo very old, and ſo long known, I 
| as my being by 4 
| Yours molt faithfully, 3 
| * Prince Lewis of Brunſwick, 3 
; LE T- I 
| I 
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LETTER LXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 7, O. S. 1752, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
L AST poſt brought me your notification of your 
eſtabliſhment at Bruſſels: quod felix fauſtumque 
fit! You begin well at leaſt. You are ſoon to have a 
colleague there, not as miniſter, but as commiſſary 
for the barrier and the tariff. It was firſt offered to 
Tom Page at Chicheſter, whom I ſuppoſe you know; 
but he refuſed it: now I believe it will be Mr. 
Mitchell *, a Scotch member of parliament ; he is a 
ſenſible good fort of man, and eaſy to live with, 

Though madame Dayrolles has a very good natural 
color; yet, living with people ſo highly colored, it I 
were ſhe, I would allow myſelf an ounce of red to 
their pound, which I think would be a fair com- 
polition. 

All buſineſs or expectation of buſineſs is over in 
parliament, which fits now only for details, ſuch as 
turnpike- bills, poor-bills, &c. and will certainly riſe 
the firſt week in April at fartheſt, when his majeſty 
propoſes going to Hanover, to ſettle the trazquillity 
of the North. I am called away ſuddenly : box jour 
donc. 5 8 


C. 
MP Afterwards fir Andrew Mitchell, knight of the Bath, and euvoy 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary at the court of Berlin. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 17, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


W ERE you half the œconomiſt you are ſup- 
poſed to be, you would not pay for my let- 
ters, but return them to the poſtman. If they only 
li tell you, that I am your ſincere friend and ſervant, 
I they tell you nothing new. You have known it long; 
Li and the repetition of that aſſurance is not worth the 
Ii ſhilling it coſts you. Any news, they can tell you, 
lt will, I fear, not be new news; and nothing is ſo dull 
0 as old news. Freſh virgin news, whether of a public 
lh or a private nature, does not come to my ſhare: z nor 
I 7 is it the object of my enquiries. 

| The chapter of the garter, as I dare ſay you already 
| know, was held laſt Friday. I was at it, and fo was at 
leaſt half the town, The counteſs of Coventry ap- 
| peared as ſuch, for the firſt time, at the chapter, and 
i was afterwards preſented to the king, and, in the 
|  _news-paper ſtyle, met with a moſt gracious reception. 
ih The king ſets out for Hanover as ſoon as ever he | 
can, and that, I believe, will be within three weeks. 2 
i Much buſineſs is intended to be done at Hanover | 
[ | this year: the election of the king of the Romans is . 
Il} to be attempted, which, I think, will now meet with 
| very great difficulties, and two years ago would have * 
0 met with none. France and Pruſſia have had time 


[i to work againſt it, and I fear with ſucceſs, at leaſt with 
0 7A e 1 
0 | I , 
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ſo much, that it will now be the moſt conteſted, and 
the moſt important affair, that hath happened theſe 
many years. It muſt have great, and God knows 
what, conſequences. France is able, but, I hope, at 
preſent not inclined, to quarrel, The houſe of Auſtria 
is always inclined to quarrel, though ſeldom able. 
The king of Pruſſia is inclined to fear Ruſſia ; but 
Ruſſia is inclined to Engliſh ſubſidies, which Eng- 
land cannot pay, and without which he will not fear 
Ruſſia. The republic of the united provices is totally 
impotent. Three of the electors will proteſt againſt 
the other ſix, and the princes will proteſt againſt all 
the electors, as to the queſtion an? This great buſi- 
neſs will engrols the attention of all Europe this year ; 
ſo that, I believe, the barrizre and the tarif will be 
pretty much neglected till the next. In the mean 
time I adviſe you and Mr. Mitchell, to divert your- 
ſelves as well as ever you can at Bruſſels, But when- 
ever you do proceed to bulineſs, remember to put 
the Dutch miniſters in the front. of the battle, and 
ſuſtain them in every thing. As they are the moſt 
immediately concerned, you may truſt to them as to 
their demands; but then you muſt take care to ſup- 
port them with ſo much vigor, that wherever they 
fail, as in many points they will, they may not lay the 
blame, which they would be willing enough to do, 
upon the ſlackneſs and indifference of the Engliſh 
commiſſaries, which would hurt you both here. 
My compliments to madame Dayrolles, and fo we 
bid you heartily farewell. 2 | 
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LETTER LXIX. 


'TO THE SAME. 


London, April 17, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


DID not expect to have heard from you ſo ſoon, 
well knowing the variety of trifling buſineſs, 
which always takes up more time than great buſineſs, 
that you muſt have been plagued with of late. I 
wiſh you joy of your good delivery from it.. * 
1 am very glad to hear, that the election of the 
king of the Romans is in ſo fair a way. It tends 
eventually to preſerve the peace of Europe, which, I 
am ſure, is very neceſſary for this country in parti- 
cular. Pray, let me know .as ſoon fs you know, 
when and where that election is likely to be, My 
reaſon for thus intereſting myſelf, as to the time and 
place of it, is upon account of my boy, who, I am 
determined, ſhall be at it, and I would adjuſt the 
other parts of my plan for his motions to that cir- 
cumſtance. He is to leave Paris in about ſix weeks, 
and to go through the courts upon the Rhine in his 
way to Hanover, where I did not propoſe his arrival 
till September. But if the election ſhould be ſooner, 
he mult be there ſooner, becauſe he is to go to that 
election in the ſuite of one of the king's electoral 
ambaſſadors, the only way in which ſtrangers, who 
are qtherwiſe excluded the town upon that occaſion, 
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can ſee that ceremony. Next March, he ſhall make 
his court to you at Bruſſels for a month or two, 
where I will beg of you to employ him in your b4- 
reau, in the things of no importance, and alſo that 
you will make him read thoſe pieces, and give him 
thoſe verbal inſtructions, which may put him au fait 
of the affairs of the berriere and the tarif. 


I am of your opinion, that your conferences upon 
thoſe points will break up, as they have often done 
already, re infefia*. Nay, conſidering the refolu- 
tion, which you think is taken, of making Flanders 
once more a commercial country, it will be well if 
inſenſibly the Schelde be not opened, and the port 
of Antwerp reſtored, like that of Dunkirk, though 
contrary to treaties, That would be the laſt finiſh- 
ing ſtroke to the commerce of the united provinces, 
and would extremely affect ours. 

I have been extremely deaf, and confequently ex- 
tremely dull, this laſt fortnight, 1 am fomething 
better now, though far from being reftored to my 
former hearing. As I have no cold, nor any bodily 
diſorder to aſcribe this deafneſs to, as ſymptomatical 
only, it makes me the more uneaſy, by reviving in 
my thoughts my ſtrong hereditary right to it; a 
right, which, as I do not indefeaſibly allow even in 
kings, I would by no means exert as a private man, 
but would very willingly part with it to any miniſter, 
to whom hearing is often diſagreeable, or to any fine 
woman, to whom it is often dangerous, But, whe- 
ther deaf or dumb, blind or lame, for I xm come to 


* Which actually proved to be the caſe, 
I 3 the 
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the period at which one has only one's chance of dif- 
ferent ills, I ſhall be invariably and ſincerely, 


Yours, 


— — — — 
* ” * » & ——— ww 


LETTER IXX. 


TO THE SAM Es. 


* London, May 19, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
gf HIS goes to you from a deaf crippleman, con- 
fined to his bed or his chair, far above a fort- 

night paſt, My little black mare, whom you have 
long known to be as quiet as any thing of her ſex 
can be, wanted to drink in Hyde-park. Accord- 
ingly I rode her into one of the little ponds, and in 
order to let her drink I looſed the bridon, which, 
by her ſtooping, fell over her head. In backing her 
out of the pond, her foot unluckily engaged itſelf 
in the bridon; in endeayouring to get clear of it, 
ſhe hampered herſelf the more, and then, in a great 
faut de mouton, ſhe fell backwards, and threw. me 
with great violence about ſix feet from her, I 
pitched directly upon my hip-bone, which, by un- 
accountable good fortune, was neither fractured nor 
diſlocated ; but the muſcles, nerves, &c. are ſo ex- 
tremely bruiſed and ſtrained, that to this moment, 
and this is the nineteenth day, I feel ſome pain, and 
cannot ſtand upon that leg at all. This confine- 
ment, eſpecially at this time of the year, when I long 
tO 
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to be at Blackheath, is not, as you will eafily gueſs, 


very agreeable; and what makes it ſtill leſs ſo, is my 


increaſing deafneſs. I have tried a thoufand infal- 
lible remedies, but all without ſucceſs. I hope for 
ſome good from warm weather, for hitherto we have 
had none. But this is more than enough concern- 
ing my own infirmities, which I am of an age to ex- 
pect, and have philoſophy enough to bear without 


dejection. 


I can much more eaſily conceive that your affairs 
go on very ſlowly, than I can that they ever will be 
finiſhed ; but in the mean time, vous ttes bien, belle 
ville, bonne chere, et belle femme: make the moſt of 
them all, enjoy them while you can, and remember 
that our pleaſures, eſpecially our beſt, laſt too little 
a while to be trifled with or neglected. As for your 
buſineſs, you and Mitchell, ro whom my compli- 
ments, have nothing elle to do, but to put yourſelves 
behind your Dutch colleagues, whoſe diſtinguiſhing 
talent is to wrangle tenaciouſly upon details. 

I do not believe now, that a king of the Romans 


will be elected fo ſoon as we thought; the court of 


Vienna, long accuſtemed to carry it's points at the 
expence of it's allies, and ſenſible that we wiſh to 
bring this about, will not contribute any thing to it. 
But truly we muſt ſatisfy the electors and princes, 
who ſtand out till, and form pretenſions, poſſibly be- 
cauſe they hope that it will fall to the ſhare of Eng- 


land, who pays well, to fatisfy them, My young 


traveller will therefore, I fear, have full time to walk 
about Germany, before he has a call to Frankfort. 
He is now at Luneville, from whence he goes to 

: I 4 | Straſbourgh; 
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Straſbourgh, and then follows the courſe of the 
Rhine, through Mayence, Manheim, Bonn, &c. to 
Hanover. | 3 

By his laſt account of the preſent ſtate of France, 
the domeſtic diſorders are ſo great, and promiſe to be 
ſo much greater, that we have but little to fear from 
that quarter. The king is both hated and deſpiſed, 
which ſeldom happens to the ſame man. The clergy 
are implacable upon account of what he has done 
and the parliament is exaſperated, becauſe he will not 
do more. A ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, as to all mat- 
ters of religion and government, is ſpread through- 
out the whole kingdom. If the neighbours of France 4 
are wiſe, they will be quiet, and let theſe ſeeds of "0 
diſcord germinate, as they certainly will do, if no fo- 5 
reign object checks their growth, and unites all par- 
ties in a common cauſe. 

Having now given you an account of my diſtem- 
pers, my philoſophy, and my politics, I will give you 

quarter, which 1 can tell you is great lenity in me; 
for a man, who can neither uſe his legs nor his ears, 
1s very apt to be an unmerciful correſpondent, and 
to employ his hand and eyes at the expence of his 
friends. I cloſe this letter, and open a book. Adieu. 
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C. 
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LETTER LXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Greenwich, June 30, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


QIN CE public events were neither the cauſe, 
— nor the cement, of our long correſpondence, 
that private friendſhip, that began, may &en continue, 
without the aſſiſtance of foreign matter. We will 
reciprocally aſk, and tell one another, how we-do, 
and what we do: if we do little worth telling, which 
is and will be my caſe, our letters will be the ſhorter, 
but not the leſs welcome, for being only the meſſen- 


gers of friendſhip. 


I am here in my hermitage, very deaf, and conſe- 
quently alone. I read as much as my eyes will let 


me: and I walk and ride as often as the worſt wea- 


ther I ever knew will allow me. Dailleurs, good 


| health, natural good ſpirits, ſome philoſophy, and 


long experience of the world, make me much leſs 
dejected and melancholy, than moſt people in my 
ſituation would be, or than I ſhould have been my- 
ſelf ſome years ago. I comfort myſelf with the re- 
flection, that I did not loſe the power, till after I had 
very near loſt the deſire, of hearing. I have been 
long and voluntarily deaf to the voice of ambition, 
and to the noiſe of buſineſs, ſo that I loſe nothing 
upon that head; and when J conſider how much of 


my life is paſt, and how little of it according to the 


courſe of nature remains, I can almoſt perſuade my- 
| ſelf, 
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felf, that I am- no loſer at all. By all this, you ſee 
that I am neither a dejected nor a four deaf man. 

In ſpite of this cold and rainy weather, I have al- 
ready eaten two or three of your canteloupe melons, 
which have proved excellent, and fome very ripe 
muſcat grapes raiſed in my anana-houſe, which is 
now ſtocked with African ananas, much ſuperior to 
the American ones. The growth, the education, 
and the perfection, of theſe vegetable children en- 
gage my care and attention, next to my corporal one, 
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i who is now going to Hanover, and who I hope will | 
; |} 
| reward all my care, as well as all my ananas have ; 
| done. | 


Adieu, my dear Dayrolles. I am moſt affection- 
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aicly and truly 4 

| | Yours, ? 
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| | TO THE SAME. i4 
\i Blackheath, July 24, O. S. 1752. 2 
ll! DEAR DAYROLLES, 5 
lf ] MOST heartily congratulate you upon the ſafe | 
ny 5 
1 arrival of my ten. and madame Dayrolles upon : 

ES be has fr, 10 that which det is come into, I : 
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ſuſpend my congratulations, but moſt ſincerely wiſh 
that he may have great reaſon to receive, and his 


friends 
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friends to make him, thoſe congratulations, threeſcore 
years hence. When one is in the world, one muſt 
make the beſt of it; but, conſidering what that belt 
is upon the whole, I doubt it is only making the beſ} 


of a bad bargain : however, may that belt be as good 


to him, as it ever has been, or can be, to any body! 
CC % %% a SE 10S Lo BY 

Apropos, pray give me credit for whatever is pro- 
per to be done with regard to nurſes, midwives, &c.; 


and do for me whatever you are to do for mon com- 


pere x. 

Jam very far from reſolving not to try the Eynd- 
hoven farmer +; but, as all his ſkill can only conſiſt 
in a noſtrum or two, which he indiſcriminately makes 
uſe of, I poſtpone that trial, till I have firſt taken all 
regular ſteps to no purpoſe. I have juſt now begun 
fumigations, from which I am promiſed wonders. 
Pumping at Bath is to be the next ſtep ; and, in caſe 
of neceſſity, even electrification is to be tried. For 
my own part, I expect no conſiderable relief; and 
rely much more upon my own temper and philoſo- 
phy to bear my misfortune tolerably, than I do upon 
any medicines to remove it. I ſuppoſe you have 
ſeen your old friend * * *, who made her huſband 
take the route of Flanders to Paris, in order, as ſhe 


| ſaid, to make her court to you. Cela ne ſent pas 


ſon vieux Dayrolles, enfin, vieux, jeune, et belle, Day- 
rolles, fuſſiez' vous dix _ je ſuis votre tres Pele 
ferviteur, 


C. 
® The late duke of Newcaſtle. 
7 Famous for curing deafneſs, 
LET: 
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LETTER LXXW. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 15, 1752. 
PEAR DAYROLLES, 


N the firſt place I make my compliments to my 
god-fon, who, I hope, ſucks and ſleeps heartily, 
and evacuates properly, which is all that can yet be 
deſired or expected from him. Though you, like a 
prudent father, I find, carry your thoughts a great 
deal farther, and are already forming the plan of his 
education, you have ſtill time to conſider of ir, but 


yet not fo much as people commonly think; for I am 


very ſure, that children are capable of a certain 
degree of education long before they are commonly 
thought to be fo. At a year and a halt old, I am 
perſuzded, that a child might be made to-compre- 
bend the injuſtice of torturing flies and ſtrangling 
birds; whereas, they are commonly encouraged in 
both, and their hearts hardened by habit. There is 
another thing, which, as your family is, I ſuppoſe, 
conſtituted, may be taught him very early, and fave 
him trouble and you expence, I mean languages. 
You have certainly ſome French ſervants, men or 
maids, in your houſe. Let them be chiefly about 
him, when he is ſix or ſeven months older; and ſpeak 


nothing but French to him, while you and madame 


Dayrolles ſpeak nothing to him but Engliſh ; by 


which means thoſe two languages will be equally 


Familiar to him. By the time that he is three years 
I | old, 
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old, he will be too heavy and too active for 2 maid 
to carry, or to follow him; and one of your footmen 
muſt neceſſarily be appointed to attend him. Let 
that footman be a Saxon, who ſpeaks nothing but 
German, and who will, of courſe, teach him German 
without any trouble. A Saxon ſootman colts no 
more than one of any other country, and you have 
two or three years to provide yourſelf with one upon 
a vacancy. German will, I fear, be always a uſeful 
language for an Engliſhman to know, and it is a very 
difficult one to learn any other way than by habit. 
Some filly people will, I am ſure, tell you, that you 
will confound the poor child fo with theſe different 
languages, that he will jumble them all together and 
{peak no one well ; and this will be true for five or 
ſix years; but then he will ſeparate them of himſelf, 
and ſpeak them all perfectly. This plan, I am ſure, 
is a right one for the firſt ſeven years; and before 
the expiration of that time we will think farther. 

My boy has been a good while at Hanover : he 
kiſſed the king's hand, which was all expected or 
deſired. Viſage de bois, you take for granted, et c'ctoit 
dans les formes. But the duke of Newcaſtle has been 
moſt exceſſively kind and friendly to him; had him 
always to dine with him, even en famille, * * * = # 
I am really moſt extremely obliged to the duke of 
Newcaſtle, and will ſhew him that I am fo, if ever I 
have an opportunity. He is now gone to Brunſwick, 
and from thence goes to pals the carnaval at Berlin : 
he will kiſs your hands at Bruſſels in March or April, 
unleſs an election of a king of the Romans ſhould 
call him to Frankfort; for I cannot help thinking, 


notwith- 
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notwithſtanding what I read in the news-papers, ahd 
what you hint in your laſt, but that there will be a 
king of the Romans elected before it is long. That 
affair has been too eagerly and publickly purſued, to = 
be now dropped without ridicule and diſgrace. Ar | 
bottom, the court of Vienna muſt earneſtly wiſh it, 
and it's pretended indifference was merely to throw 4 


wh 


the whole expence upon us. We have been haggling 

all this time about it with the court of Vienna; 

0 | which, I ſuppoſe, will at laſt be prevailed with to do 

0 ſomething; and we ſhall, according to cuſtom, do all 

„ the reſt, The electors, who are to be paid for it, as i 
IK WY 

hl thoſe of Palatine and Cologne, will be paid in a few | 

„ ducats, and a great many guineas. 

„ I leave my hermitage at Blackheath next week for i 

1 Bath, where I am to bathe and pump my head; but | 

1 : . . . ho 8 ; 

ft _ I doubt it is with deat people as with poets, when 2 

Wl the head muſt be pumped, little good comes of it. a 

„ However, I will try every thing, juſt as I take a chance ; 

1 in every lottery, not expecting the great prize, but | 

nl only to be within the poſſibility of having it. My | 

kt compliments to madame Dayrolles. Adieu, mon cher 

5 an. 1 
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LETTER ILXXIV. 


TO THE S AME. 


Bath, Oct. 7, 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


EFORE this packet will reach you, another 


little round packet of mine probably will; I 
mean, Mr. Stanhope, who, by a letter of the 26th of 


September, which I have juſt received from him from 


Hanover, acquaints me, that he is ſetting out to 
make his court to you at Bruſſels, I know your 
friendſhip for me too well to want any new proofs of 
it; and therefore I do very ſeriouſly inſiſt, whatever 
either your friendſhip to me, or your attention to him, 
might otherwiſe. make you intend, that you do not 
make him lodge in your houſe. Let him be your 
gueſt at dinner or ſupper, as often as you pleaſe, bur 
very poſitively no longer. A diſſipated young fellow 


of twenty is a very improper piece of furniture in a 
regular family. In ſhort, en un mot comme en mille, 


all ceremony apart, I will not have him lodge in 
your houſe. Au reſts, I put him entirely into your 


hands, do whatever elſe you will with him. Thruſt 


him into company. Pray inform him a little of the 


affairs of the Barriere and tarif, which are not of a 
ſecret nature; and inform me truly, and de bonne foi, 


how you find him now. Has he better air, addreſs, and 
manners, than when you ſaw him laſt? I beg of you 
© reprimand him ſeriouſly if he has not. As being 

| mine, 


- — * 
— — — — — 
= : - 
l — —„- — — — 
. ——— 


2 Py — 
— — 
— 

— — 

— — 
— — 


2 


r S. 2. 
— —ä — re Ie 


— 
— — 1 
— 


WW ꝙU E ²˙ r reer 
nd — — — — —— 


— 
— 
— 
— 


r A A —. IAN 5, IT 
— — 


— — 
TIES _— 
— — 


— 
— 


wo es eee ˙ir —ʒ EE EE IS VIE — 


— 


ps FE e OOO OO PTL 
— 
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mine, look upon him as your own ; as I ſhould look 
upon my god-ſon as mine, being yours, were he with 
me, and of an age to be rebuked and reprimanded 
for his good. 

L have been here now juſt a week , bliſtering, pump- 


ing, and drinking; by all which I think I have gained 


a little, though very little as to my hearing. 


Yours moſt affectionately, 


LETTER LIXY. 
TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Oct. 1, 175 
| DEAR DAYROLLES, 


OUR laſt letter of the 6th, 44 my laſt of 


the 1oth, croſſed one another ſomewhere upon 
the road, for I received yours four days after I had 
ſent mine. I think I rather gain ground by the wa- 
ters and other medicines; but, if I do, it is but 
flowly, and by inches. I hear the perſon who fits or 
ſtands near me, and who directs his voice in a ſtrait 
line to me; but I hear no part of a mixed converſa- 
tion, and conſequently am no part of ſociety. How- 


ever, I bear my misfortune better than I believe moſt 
other people would; whether from reaſon, philoſo- 
phy, or conſtitution, I will not pretend to decide. If 


I have no very chearful, at leaſt I have no melan- 
| choly, 
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choly, 'moments. Books employ moſt of my hours 
agreeably; and ſome few objects, within my own 
narrow circle, excite my attention enough to preſerve 
me from ennui. | 

The chief of thoſe objects is now with you; and 
I am very glad that he is, becauſe I expect, from 
your friendſhip, a true and confidential account of 
him. You will have time to analyſe him; and I do 
beg of you to tell me the worſt, as well as the beſt, 
of your diſcoveries. When evils are incurable, it 
may be the part of one friend to conceal them from 
another; but at his age, when no defect can have 
taken ſo deep a root as to be immoveable, if proper 
care be taken, the friendly part is rather to tell me 
his defects than his perfections. I promiſe you, 
1 upon my honor, the moſt inviolable ſecrecy. Among 
[2 the defects, that poſſibly he may have, I know one 
| that I am ſure he has; it is, indeed, a negative fault, 
a fault of omiſſion; but ſtill it is a very great fault, 
with regard to the world. He wants that engaging 
addreſs, thoſe pleaſing manners, thoſe little attentions, 
that air, that abord, and thoſe graces, which all con- 
ſpire to make that firſt advantageous impreſſion upan 
people's minds which is of ſuch infinite uſe through 
4 the whole courſe of life. It is a fort of magic 
3 power, which prepoſleſſes one at firſt ſight in favour 
of that perſon, makes one wiſh to be acquainted with 
him, and partial to all he ſays and does. I will main- 
tain it to be more uſeful in buſinefs than in love. 
This moſt neceſſary varniſh we want too much: pray 
recommend it ſtrongly, # # # * „ # #* #* 
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He has, I. dare ſay, told you, how exceedingly kind 
the duke of Newcaſtle was to him at Hanover, for N 
5 be wrote me word with tranſports of it. Faites un 
peu valoir cela, when you happen either to ſee or to [1 
write to his grace, but only as from yourſelf and hiſto- 
ſh rically. Add too, that you obſerve. that I was ex- 
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WW tremely effected with it. In truth, I do intend to |; 
"iſ give him to the two brothers for their own ; and : 
it have nothing elſe to aſk of either, but their accept- : 
„ ance of him. In time, he may poſſibiy not be quite f 
1 uſeleſs to them. I have given him ſuch an educa- | 
"hi tion, that he may be of uſe to any court; and J wilt 


| I give him ſuch a proviſion, that he ſhall be a burthen 
„ to none. | 
j | As for my god-ſon, who, I affare you, without 
i | compliment, enjoys my next warmeſt wiſhes, you go 
} a little too faſt, and think too far before-hand. No 
| plan can poſſibly: be now laid down for the ſecond 
ſeven years. His own natural turn and temper muſt. 
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Wl be firſt diſcovered, and your then ſituation will and 
11 ought to decide his deſtination. But I will add one 
| I conſideration with regard to theſe firſt feven years. 
| i It is this. Pray let my god-ſon never know what a 
0 blow or a whipping is, unleſs for thoſe things for 
IL which, were he a man, he would deferve them; ſuch 
| . as lying, cheating, making miſchief, and medirated 
. 


malice. In any of thoſe caſes, however young, let | 
him be moſt ſeverely whipped, But either to threateh | 
or whip him, for falling down, bepifling himſelf, or | 
0 not ſtanding ſtill to have his head combed and bis 
face waſhed, is a moſt unjuſt and abſurd ſeverity; 
and yet all theſe are the common cauſes of whipping. 

| This 
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXXV. 131 
This hardens them to puniſhment, and confounds 
them as to the cauſes of it; for, if a a poor child 
is to be whipped equally for telling a lye, or for a 
ſnotty noſe, he muſt of courſe think them equally 
criminal. Reaſon him, by fair means, out of all 
thoſe things, for which he will not be the worſe man; 
and flog him leverely for thoſe things only, for 
which the law would puniſh him as a man. 

I have ordered Mr. Stanhope to paſs ſix weeks in 
Flanders, making Bruſſels his head-quarters, I 
think he cannot know 1t as he ſhould do in leſs time; 
for I would have him ſee all the conſiderable towns 
the re, and be acquainted and fauſilè at Bruſſels, where 
there is a great deal of good company, and, as I 
hear, a very polite-court.—From thence he is to go 
to Holland for three months. Pray put him au fait 
of the Hague, which nobody can do better than you. 
I ſhall pur him into Kreuningen's hands there, for 
the reading, and the conſtitutional part of the repub- 
hc, of which I would have him moſt thoroughly in- 
formed. If, by any letters, you can be of uſe to him 
there, I know you will, I would fain have him know - 
every thing of that country, of that government, of 
that court, and of that people, perfectly well. Their 
affairs and ours always have been, and always will 
be, intimately blended; and I ſhould be very ſorry 
that, like nine in ten of his countrymen, he ſhould 
take Holland to be the republic of the ſeven united 

Provinces, and the ſtates-general for the ſovereign. 
| Mais & force d'itre ſourd je deviens bavard ; (deafneſs 

makes me loquacious ;) ſo a gad night to you wich 
K 2 | madame 
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madame Dayrolles ; and I think that is wiſhing you 
both very well. 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER LXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Oct. 25, 175 2. 

DEAR DAT ROL I Es, | 
HAVE this inſtant received yours of the 17th. 
If you are not partial to what belongs to me, [I 
will hope, by your account, that your little friend is 
improved in his air and manners; there was undoubt- 


edly great room for it. If he does not divert him- 


ſelf ſo well at Bruſſels, as from the reputation of 
Bruſſels one might expect, he will only have the 
more time to inform himſelf of the very many things, 
that he ought to know relatively to Flanders. I am 
as much obliged to you for your intentions to lodge 


him in your hel, as if he were actually lodged there; 


but I do ſeriouſly and earneſtly inſiſt that he be not 


your lodger. When he comes even to London, he 


ſhall not lodge in my houſe, though it is full big 
enough te old him: but youth and ſpirits never do 


well under the ſame roof with age and gravity. Do 


not think from this; that 1 call you an old fellow. 


FF 
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quite one and twenty. 
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God forbid ! but you will allow yourſelf to be ſome- 
thing older, and rather graver, than a boy of not 


bs 


I think I gain a little ground by pumping my 


head, and by all the other operations which I undergo. 
here; but it 15 very little. _— mon cher enfant. 


Yours fairhfully, 


„ E T-E KK LXXVAI; 
„ in 


| Bath, Oct. 30, 1752, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
AM, very ſure that you are much more con- 
cerned than I am at the accident that happened 

between you and marquis de Botta relatively to my 

boy. My greateſt concern ariſes from the apprehen- 


ſions that it may poſſibly affect you at that formal 


court: if it does not, there is no harm done. You 


conducted yourſelf, in the whole affair, with all the 
prudence of a man much leſs iraſcible than you 
naturally are, eſpecially where your friends. are con- 
. cerned. As for the boy himſelf, people in his ſitua- 


tion muſt ſometimes expect diſagreeable things of 


that nature; and I have made uſe of this incident in 
my letter to him, to ſhew him how neceſſary it is for 


him to counterbalance this diſadvantage by ſuperior 
K 3 merit 
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merit and knowledge, He has deſired to go again 
to Paris; which I have very willingly conſented to, 
as he is received there in the beſt companies, and 
employed by lord Albemarle in the moſt ſecret corre 
ſpondence.—This incident makes me till more deſi- 
rous than before, that the duke of Newcaſtle's pro- 
poſal for him may take place (a) ; which, together 
with his being in parliament, as he will be in the 
next, will put an end to all theſe diſcuſſions. Adieu; 


1 have pelted you lately with ſo many letters, that 


you will be afraid, for ſome time, of every poſt from 
England. 


Yours moſt affectionately and ſincerely; 


LETTER LXXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 14, 1752. 
BEAR DAYROLLES, | 


RETURNED here veſterdiy from Bath, the 

better in my health, but little ſo in my hearing, 

for the ſtay I made there. The bathing and pump- 
mg my head did me a great deal of good at firft 


(@) The appointment to * place of refdent at V enice, which, 


after all, the king refuſed to grant to Mr. Stanhope. dee Me- 
moirs, ſet, VI. 


* 


but 
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but I gradually loſt what ground I had gained, and 
am now juſt as deaf as when I went there. Thus 
deaf, and not having been four and twenty hours in 
town, you will eafily judge that I have ſeen little, and 
heared lefs, „ * * # # # # 4 4 * * * 
Your little friend and ſervant is at Paris, where he 
will continue three or four months longer; and where 
1 hope he will learn more manners and attentions. 
If I can get him into this parliament for any of the 
vacant boroughs, I will; and that, as you juſtly ob- 
ſerve, will remove all difficulties : but I fear they are 
all engaged. I am hurried at preſent by viſits and 
ceremonies, though, thank God, not by buſineſs ; fo 


muſt abruptly wiſh you all well, and tell you that I 
am moſt ſincerely 


LETTER IX 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 16, 17 53. 

EAR DAYROLLES, | 
T is true, that J have been long ſilent; and am, 

L contrary to cuſtom, two letters in your debt. I 

would have paid better, had my ſpecie been better; 

bur it is really ſo bad, that it would be both impu- 

dent and fraudulent in me to pretend to give it cur- 


K 4 rency. 
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rency. But, ſince you will take 1t for the ſake of 
him whoſe image and inſcription it wears, you ſhall 
have it, and with my wiſhes that it were better. 

I grow deafer, and conſequently more iſolẽ from 
ſociety, every day. I can now ſay of the world, as the 
man in Hamlet, What is Hecuba to me, or I to He- 
cuba? My beſt wiſhes, however, will attend my 
friends, though all my hopes have left me. I have 
in vain tried a thouſand things, that have done others 
good in the like caſe, and will go on trying, having 
ſo little to loſe, and ſo much to get. The chapter 
of knowledge is a very ſhort, but the chapter of acci- 


dents is a very long one: I will keep dipping in it, 


for ſometimes a concurrence of unknown and unfore- 


"ſeen circumſtances, in the medicine and the diſeaſe, 
may produce an unexpected and lucky hit. 


But no 
more of myſelf; that ſelf, as now circumftanced, 
being but a diſagreeable ſubject to us both, 
I am very glad to hear that my god-ſon. flouriſhes, 
J hope he is very noiſy and very active, which, at his 
age, are the only ſymptoms of health and parts, 
„„ oe oY a on og RT os 2 7 

believe you are not at all ſorry, for in your caſe I 
know I ſhould not, that your great men have taken 
your negociations out of your hands. It ſecures you 
miniſters of a ſubordinate rank from any blame, in 
whatſoever manner the negociations may be concluded, 
if ever they are concluded at all. The credit or the 
blame will be theirs, the appointments en attendant 


are yours. Adieu, my dear Dayrolles. I am mot 
warmly and affectionately, 
EN Yours, 

LE T. 
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LET TER LIXEX. 
TO THE SAME. 


* 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 
* * * * * * * I think it is very lucky for 
you inferior miniſters, that thoſe de la premiere volle ® 
have taken the work off your hands; for the blame, 
which always exceeds the honor in thoſe affairs, 
will be theirs too. A good tariff, if we can get one, 
would be a good thing; but for the barriere, I could 
wiſh that there were no treaty at all, and that the 
Dutch would, as they eaſily might, make their own 
interior barrière impenetrable, and leave the care of 
Flanders entirely to the houſe of Anſtria, who would, 
in that caſe, take care of it, notwithſtanding all they 
give out concerning it, as that it is an expence to 
them, and only of uſe to the maritime powers. They 
know the contrary; and they know that it is the ſingle 
point of union between them and the maritime 
powers, a connection which they would be very ſorry 
to loſe. That haughty houſe ought to be made ſen- 
ſible, that the money and the flects of the maritime 
powers are more neceſſary to them, than their land 
forces are to the maritime powers. The late Duke of 
£ Marlborough, for his own private intereſt, laid the 
foundation of our ſubſerviency to the court of Vienna. 


London, March 13, 1753. 


* Count, now prince Kaunitz, and count Bentinck, who re- 
paired to Bruſſels upon this occaſion, but to as little purpoſe as the 
commiſlaries. 


Upon 
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oF LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
Upon the ſame principle, the late king carried it on 
nll, upon private pique in the year 1725, he ran into | 
the other extreme, and, by the treaty of Hanover, > 
more abſurdly threw himſelf into the arms, and conſe- | 
quently into a dependency, of the houſe of Bourbon. 
England ought to be the friend, but neither the ſlave 
nor the bubble, of the houſe of Ayſtria; we have 
nothing to fear but from the houſe of Bourbon. 
Hanover is frightened by the king of Pruſſia's or- 
dering an encampment at Magdebourg, which he 
does only to frighten them, for he dares not touch 
them, even ſhould we take one of his Embden ſhips, 
which I dare fay we ſhall not. He is a great deal too 
wiſe to attack Hanover, without being previouſly 
very ſure of ſome things, which I am ſure that he 
cannot be ſure of. He muſt .be ſure, that, in conſe- 
quence of ſuch a meaſure, the two Empr eſſes will not 
fall upon both ends of his dominions ; and he muſt be 
as ſure, that France will effectually aſſiſt him. He is 
fure of no one of theſe things: he is certainly an able 
man, and therefore I am ſure that he will be quiet, 
But what have I to do, my dear Dayrolles, either | 
to talk or think of theſe matters, which I long ago 
renounced by choice, and am now unfit for from ne- 
ceſſity? And what is public life to me, who am cut 
off from all the comforts even of ſocial ? This political 
excurſion, which is un refte de Fhomme d'affaires, 
(the remains of the man of bufineſs,) puts me in mind 
of Harlequin's waking ſeveral paſſes againſt the wall, 
par un refie de bravoure, (from a remainder of 
bravery.) i | | 
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By 
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By your account, madame de Mirepoix has bad 
one fine night on't: could I have ſuch a one for my 
ears, as ſhe has had for her Whole head, I ſhould pre- 
fer it to the beſt night I ever paſſed in my life ; but 
fleep is now the only buſineſs, and the only hope, of 
my nights. It is my greateſt comfort, for it baniſhes 
the thoughts of my deafneſs, and my deafneſs in 
return renders my fleep leſs liable to interruption. 

Tour little friend will come here from Paris in about 
a mont. *# #* * * „ + „ 4 „ * 

My compliments to madame Dayrolles; and lay 
by a ſtock of them for my god- ſon, to deliver to him 
when he ſhall be willing or able to receive them. 


Yours moſt affectionately, 


LETTER IXXXL 
TO THE SAME. 


London, April 6, 175 ze. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
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de Paar arrived from Bruſſels, who brought me a 
letter from my old friend, and your preſent ally, 
monſieur Van Haaren *. He dines with me to- 


morrow, though God knows that, deaf as I am, 1 


am yery unfit to do the honors of either my own 
country, or my own houſe, to foreigners. He ſeems 


* The Dutch miniſter at Bruſſels. | 
FEY Ry to 
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to be a very good ſort of man, without la morgue Au- 
trichienne, (the Auſtrian pride. ).-_... 

Jam now, for the firſt time in my life, impatient 
for the ſummer, that I may go and hide myſelf at 
Blackheath, and converſe with my vegetables g d 

Egal, which is all that a deaf man can pretend to. 
J propoſe to migrate there in about three weeks, and 
idle away the ſummer, without fearing, or wiſhing 
the return of winter. Deaf as I am, I would not 
change the interior quiet and tranquillity of my mind, 
for the full poſſeſſion of all the objects of my former 
purſuits. I know their futility, and I know now, 
that one can only find real happineſs within one's 
ſelf. Adieu, my dear friend. 


Yours affectionately, 


LETTER LXXXII. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, May 25, 1753. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
Suſpended the courſe of my letters for ſome time, 
from mere compaſſion to you. Dull they muſt 

be from one, who has neither buſineſs nor pleaſure, 
and whoſe fancy muſt conſequently ſtagnate. Our 
friendſhip only can make them either worth writing 
or reading, ard it is upon that principle only that this 
goes to you. I hope it will find you, madame Day- 
es rolles 
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rolles, and my god-fon, all well; I am ſure I ſincerely 
wiſh it. 
I go next week to Blackheath for the whole ſum- 
mer, if we are to have any, there to read and ſaunter 
in quiet. That place agrees with my health, and be- 
comes my preſent ſituation. It employs my eyes, my 
own legs, and my horſes agreeably, without having 
any demand upon my ears, fo that I almoſt forget f 
ſometimes that I have loſt them. 
* * * arrived here laſt Saturday, but I have 
not ſeen him, and very probably ſhall not ; for I be- 
lieve he will not ſeek me, and I ſeek nobody. Some 
ſay, that he is come over to tranſa& great and im- 
portant affairs; but others ſay, and I have ſome reaſon 
to think with more truth, that he is come parce gu/il 
boude, (becauſe he pouts,) and threatens with retiring 
hn .* 4.4.00 S 6 
Good night. 


Yours ſincerely, 


LETTER LXXXIII. 


10 THE SAME, 


0 June 2 2, 17 53 | 
DEAR  DAYROLLES, »» {1 | | 
T is very true, that l am very well in healch ; 25 
but I can aſſure you that my deafneſs is much 
more than a thickneſs of * hearing, and that I am vety 3 
1 | 4 far 
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far from being: a ſocial animal. I will never be an 
unſocial one, however, and I will wiſh my fellow- 


creatures as well as if I heard them. I have natural 


good ſpirits to ſupport me under this misfortune, and 
philoſophy enough not to grieve under any that [ 
cannot remove, bodily pain excepted, of which, 
thank God, I have had as ſmall a ſhare as any body 
of my age, perhaps even a ſmaller. My only ſociety 
is the perſon, who, for the time being, fits near me. 
It is a great ſatisfaction to me to reflect, that I retired 
from. buſineſs to the comforts of a quiet and private 
life, before my unfortunate deafneſs reduced me to 
the neceſſity of doing it; or it would never have been 
thought choice, had it been ever ſo truly ſo, the ge- 
nerality of mankind not having the leaſt notion of 
giving-up power or profit, # * ## * 
I hope my god- ſon and madame Dayrolles's ſon 
will divert part of her grief for the loſs of her 
father ; and it is her duty to think more of one to 
whom her attention is both uſeful and neceſſary, than 
of one to whom all prief is unavailing. Wiſe peo- 
ple may ſay what they will, but one paſſion is never 
cured but by another : grief cannot be talked away, 
but it may and will be inſenſibty removed by other 
objects of one's attention. You ſhould, therefore, 
put my god-ſon much in her way, and talk to her con- 
ſtantly upon his ſubje&. Aw reſte, your precaution 
about him is, I hope and believe, very unneceſſary, 


though eventually very prudent. You will probably 


live till he will want no guardians. Ta the courſe of 
nature, not to mention my ſhattered conſtitution, I 


Probably ſhall not; but however, in the uncertainty 


of 
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of events, I accept that mark of your friendſhip: and 


confidence, which you propoſe giving me, and pro- 


miſe you in return, that, ſhould the eaſe exiſt, which 
1 both hope and believe wilt not, I will take the ſame 
care of my god-ſon, that I would, were he my own 
fon. But, as I am utterly ignorant of all pecuniary 
affairs, I could rather wiſh, that you would appoint 
proper truſtees for the care of his fortune, and me 
only guardian of his perſon and education, 

I fuppoſe he now aims at ſome words, and, con- 
fidering the compoſition of your family, I ſuppoſe 
in various languages : all the better, let him go on 
with all the languages of Babel if he pleaſes, Eng- 
liſh, French, Flemiſh, and German ; for though he 
will certainly jumble and confound them now, he 
will as certainly debroniller them hereafter, and it will 


be ſo much clear gain for him, without any trouble. 


Pray let him neither be chid nor whipped for any 


: childiſh trick; but reſerve chiding and whipping for 


his firſt deliberate act of obſtinacy, falſhood, or ill- 
nature, and then do it to the purpoſe. ] am per- 
ſuaded that a child of a year and a half old is to be 
reaſoned with. 

The bill, which paſſed laſt ſeſſion, for the natura- 
lization of the Jews, and which was a very right 
one, makes a ſtrange noiſe among the genefality of 
the people here. Many really think it, and many 
pretend to think it, calculated and intended for the 
deſtruction of the Chriſtian religion in this kingdem, 


which they tell you will become the new Jeruſalem. 


and be not only inhabited, but governed by the 
Jews. Among the thouſand abſurd and ſeurrilous 


7 pamphlets, 
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pamphlets, letters, and advertiſements, that have been 
publiſhed upon this occaſion, there has been but one 
good conceit, and that I think has ſome humor in it. 
It is an advertiſement inſerted lately in the Evening- 
poſt, as from a ſurgeon, who takes the liberty to in- 


form che public upon this occaſion, that he has a fine 


hand at circumciſion of adult perſons as well as chil- 
dren, .and that he performs that operation with little 
pain and no danger to the patient, and at the moſt 


reaſonable rate. „ „ * X * „ * 


From a hermitage, this is, I think, a very long letter 


and full of news. You may very probably think the 


letter too long, and the news too old; but I will con- 


clude it with a piece of much ſtaler and older news, 


which you have known theſe twenty years, that I am, 


hn 


_ AﬀeCionately and ſincerely, 


Yours, 


ä 


— 


CC 2 


LETTER LXXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 
Tho 1 Co Blackheath, Aug. 16, 175: 3. 
daR DAYROLLES, | 
Y'* OU very much over-rate an office of friendſhip, 
which I both hope and believe it will never be 


in my power to perform. There is little probability, L 
had almoſt ſaid poſſibility, that my ſhattered carcaſe, 
with twenty years more over my head, ſhould ſurvive 


your 


* mur a 8 2 
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your ſtrong and healthy conſtitution, in the meridian 
of your life. But, ſhould the unaccountable chapter 
of accidents determine otherwiſe, you may depend 


upon my taking all the care of my god-ſon that his 


mother would take, and at the ſame time with all 
the ſtrictneſs that a father ought to uſe. I owe you 


much more than that, in return for your conſtant 


friendſhip and attachment to me, in all times and 
upon all occaſions, ſince our firſt acquaintance. With 
regard to myſelf, I might have added the epithet 
ſingular; for I have not met with the ſame return 
from many others, for whom I have done much more. 
I forgive them, becauſe it is the general way of the 
world; but then that reflection endears thoſe to one 
the more, who have virtue enough to deviate from it. 

The good biſhop of Waterford *, ſingular too in 
the goodneſs and tenderneſs of his heart, is now here 


with me, but ſets out to-morrow for Ireland. He 


was charmed with your reception of him at Bruſſels. 
He gives me a good account of the health and 


ſtrength of my god-ſon ; and tells me what, begging 


your pardon, I am not forry to hear, that the reſem- 
blance of his mother is predominant. If you are 
angry af me for this, complain to madam Dayrolles, 


who probably will not; and fo I ſhall have one friend 


in the family ſtill, * 4 * * „ „% #* # 
I ſhall bring your little friend into the next parlia- 
ment. In the mean time, I ſhall re-export him, for 


| he ſhall not idle and ſaunter about the town of Lon- 


don next winter, He goes in about three weeks, firſt 
to Holland for a month ee or r fo, and from thence to the 
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three electoral courts of Bonn, Manheim, and Munich, 
where there are never any Engliſh, for that 1s my great 
object. He has converſed with them but tos much 
in France, where they now ſwarm. 

As ſoon as I have diſpatched him, I ſhall ſet out 
for Bath, and try what a ſecond boiling and pumping 
will do for me. Within theſe laſt three weeks, I am 
grown much deafer, without being able to aſſign any 
other "cauſe for it than the natural progreſſion of ills. 
Il faut patienter ; and whether deaf, dumb, or blind, 
I ſhall always be, my dear Dayrolles, 


Moſt faithfully yours, 


— 


LETTER IXXXV. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov. 16, 1753. 
DEAR DAY ROLLEs, SN 


A I know that you intereſt yourſelf more in what 

is perſonal to myſelf, than in what only relates 
to others, I delayed anſwering your laſt till after my 
return from Bath, when I could give you ſome ac- 
count of myſelf. It is not ſuch a one as we could 
wiſh, for though the waters have done a great deal 
of good to my general ſtate of health, they have not 
done me the leaſt in the eſſential point of deafneſs. 
I am full as deaf, conſequently full as a/urd, as ever. 
I-grve up all hopes of cure; I know my place, and 


form 
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form my plan accordingly, for I ſtrike ſociety out of 
it, I muſt ſupply its place as well as I can with 
reading, writing, walking, riding, gardening, &c. 
though all theſe together ſtill leave a great void, into 
which wearineſs and regret will lip, in ſpite of all 
one's endeavours -to baniſh them. But enough of 
this diſagreeable ſubject. | 
Yeſterday the parliament met; and the duke of 
Newcaſtle, frightened at the groundleſs and ſenſeleſs 
clamors againſt the Jew-bill paſſed laſt year, moved 
for the repeal of it; and accordingly it 1s to be re- 
pealed. „ „ „% „ „ „ „ „„ # 
Things are very quiet here, excepting the univerſal 
drunkenneſs of the whole people of England, which 
1s already begun by way of preface to the approaching 
elections. Parliament ſtock riſes extremely; and 
one man, an Eaſt-India director I think, has bought 


the whole borough of * * *, which conſiſts of ninety 


votes, at fifty guineas a man. This, by the way, is 
not reckoned a very dear bargain neither. The fury 
of this war is chiefly whig againſt whig, for the tories 
are pretty much out of the queſtion; ſo that, after 
the new parliament ſhall be choſen, the greateſt dif- 
ficulty upon the adminiſtration will be, to find paſture 


enough for the beaſts that they muſt feed. * * 
SL 2 6 29S 9 W # ö „ W *% 


My plantation is of a very different nature from 
yours, and is all confined to my little ſpot of earth at 
Blackheath, which I now cultivate with as great eager- 
neſs as ever I did any other ſpot in my life. I have 
turned my green-houſe into a grape-houſe, which, 
with the help of a little fire, ſupplies me with an im- 
L'3- menſe 
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menſe quantity of muſcat grapes, and as ripe as I 
pleaſe to have them, the climate depending wholly 
upon my orders. Theſe two little bits of garden, 


tels que vous les avez vis, ſupplied me laſt ſummer 
with a ſufficient quantity of the beſt fruits I ever eat. 


Such are now the quiet amuſements of your retired, 
deaf, and inſignificant, 


Friend and ſervant, 


— 
Li 


LETTER LXXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 1, 1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


the fin or the folly of ſcribbling, think that all 
| thoſe, who have, can do it again whenever they 
pleaſe; but you are much miſtaken : the pen has 
not only it's moments, but it's hours, it's days of im- 
potence, and is no more obedient to the will, than 
other things have been ſince the fall. Unfucceſsful 
and ineffectual attempts are alike diſagreeable and 
diſgraceful, It is true, I have nothing elſe to do but 
to write, and for that very reaſon perhaps I ſhould 
do it worſe than ever; what was formerly an act of 
choice, is now become the refuge of neceſſity. 
Though I keep up a certain equality of ſpirits, bet- 


ter I believe than moſt people would do in my un- 


fortunate 


OU fine gentlemen, who have never committed 
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fortunate ſituation, yet you muſt not ſuppoſe that I 
have ever that flow of active ſpirits which is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to enable one to do any thing well. Beſides, 
as the pride of the human heart extends itſelf beyond 
the ſhort ſpan of our lives, all people are anxious 
and jealous, authors perhaps more fo than any others, 
of what will be thought and ſaid of them at a time 
when they cannot know, and therefore ought not 
reaſonably to care for, either. Notwithſtanding all 
theſe difficulties, I will confeſs to you that I often 
ſcribble, but at the ſame time proteſt to you that T 
almoſt as often burn. I judge myſelf as impartially, 
and I hope more ſeverely, than I do others; and 
upon an appeal from myſelf to myſelf, I frequently 
condemn the next day, what I had approved and 
applauded the former. What will finally come of 
all this I do not know ; nothing, I am ſure, that ſhall 
appear while I am alive, except by chance ſome 
ſhort trifling eſſays, like the Spectators, upon ſome 
new folly or abſurdity that may happen to ſtrike me, 
as I have now and then helped Mr. Fitz-Adam ia 
his weekly paper called the World. 

The Iriſh part of the world, I take it for granted 
you have heard, is in the utmoſt confuſion, and I 
now fear, and the more becauſe I cannot foreſee, the 
conſequences of it. The beginning of the whole af- 
fair was only the old queſtion, who ſhould govern 
the government; this produced violent perſonal 
piques and acrimony, and conſequently formed and 
animated parties. While theſe parties avowed and 
confined themſelves to perſonal views, it ſignified lit- 
tle to the public which prevailed ; but now the affair 
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is become national, and conſequently very ſcrious. 


The ſpeaker's party, which IS now, by the 111 manage- 
ment of others, become the majority of the houſe, 


deny the king's right to the ſurpluſes of the Iriſh re- 
venue, and in conſequence of that principle have 
rejected a bill for the application of them, becauſe 
the council here had inſerted, and rightly, in the 
preamble of the bill, theſe words, by and with the 
conſent of his majeſty. It is believed, that the houſe 
of commons will proceed to ſome perſonal votes. 
* * * * * * * * This only is certain, that 
the duke of Dorſet is making what haſte he can to 
come over here, and will not, nor cannot, go back 
again. Various ſucceſſors are talked of, but I be- 
lieve no one fixed. Some talk of lord Holderneſſe, 
who in that caſe, they ſay, is to be ſucceeded in the 
ſecretary's office by the ſollicitor general, Murray. 


Others talk of lord Winchelſea, as recommended by 


lord Granville; and this I think not improbable: but 
ſome, who go deeper, name the duke of Bedford; 
and this, I think, by no means impoſſible. 

This is the ſeaſon of well-bred lyes indiſcrimi- 
nately told by all to all; profeſſions and wiſhes un- 
felt and unmeant, degraded by uſe, and profaned by 
falſhood, are laviſhed with. profuſion. Mine for you, 


Mrs. Dayrolles, and my god-fſon, are too honeſt and 
fincere to keep ſuch company, or to wear their dreſs. 
Judge of them then yourſelves ; without my ſaying 


any thing more, than that I am moſt heartily and 
faithfully yours, 


R 
2 i f « 


AK. 
« o 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 1, 17 54. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 
T HAVE been lately very ill, and am till far from 
being very well. My complaint was a goutiſh 
rheumatiſm, or a rheumatic gout; its principal ſeat 
was in my right arm, of which I loſt the uſe for three 


weeks ; but it viſited all the other parts of my body 


by turns, not excepting my head and ſtomach. The 


weather was then ſo very cold, that I was confined 


to my room above a month, and great part of that 
time to my bed. I am now free from pain, and got 
abroad again, if going chiefly to take the air in my 
coach can be called going abroad; but what with 
the diſtemper itſelf, and the great, though neceſſary, 
evacuations, I am ſtill very weak, and extremely diſ- 
pirited. Mais à quelque choſe malbeur eft bon, dit on, 


for probably this weak ſtate, joined to my former 
deafneſs, will procure me the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
and yours at Bruſſels in about two months time. 


The learned inſiſt upon my going to Aix-la-Chapelle 
and Spa, which, they promiſe me, will reſtore my 
health and ſpirits, and perhaps relieve my deafneſs, 
if it proceeds, as both they and I believe it does, 


from that flying goutiſh humour, Were it only to 
prolong the fag end of my tattered life, I am ſure I 1 


would not take the trouble of this journey; but J 
undertake it merely in the hopes of making the re- 
L 4 | mainder 
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mainder of my life, be it what it will, more eaſy and 
comfortable. If it will but do that, it is all I aſk; 
and for that I would go any where. Pleaſures are 
over with me; negative health and quiet are the only 
remaining objects of my wiſhes. At this moment, I 


know that you are allotting me a bed-· chamber in your 


houſe, and reſolving to write to me to inſiſt upon my 
taking up my quarters there. But as I am very ſure, 
that theſe intended offers are not the reſult of form 
and ceremony, but of real friendſhip, I will, with the 
ſame truth and ſincerity, tell you, that if you would 


have me eaſy, as I am ſure you would, you muſt let 


me ſleep at an inn in Bruſſels, I will breakfaſt, dine, 
and ſup with you, and I will make uſe of your coach 
to carry me from my inn to your houſe, for I will ſet 
my foot in no other, and back again; but it has 
been my rule for theſe forty years, never to be in a 
friend's houſe, when I could be at an inn, it being 
ſo much more convenient to both, This preliminary 


being thus fixed, I hope to ſup with you at Bruſſels 


ſome day of the laſt week in April, becauſe I would 

be at Spa the firſt week in May, that I may get away 
from thence before the faſhionable ſeaſon begins, which 
is about the middle of July. Pray mention this 
ſcheme of mine to no mortal living, becauſe that, 
like ſome great German prince, though not for the 
ſame reaſons, I will, as far as poſſible, keep the ſtrict- 
eſt incagnito. I have done with the world and with 
thoſe who are of it; and any civilities, which they 


might ſtill ſhew me, would only diſtreſs me, and make 


me feel more ſenſibly my inability of either returning 
or hearing them. I know comte de Lannoy and others 
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at Bruſſels; but, in my preſent ſituation, I ſhould 


dread to ſee them; and I hope I ſhall have all Spa to 
myſelf, and my friend and doctor Garnier, who goes 


along with me, during our reſidence there. 
I am too much 2z/o/z, too much ſecluded from either 


the buſy, or the beau moude, to give you any account 


of either, The accounts of my own microcoſm I 


have given you; a ſcurvy one it is, much ſhattered 


and decayed ; but the heart, that ſtill animates it, is 
molt ſincerely and faithfully, 


Yours, 
| C. 
LETTER LXXXVII, 
TO THE SAME. 
London, April 2, 1754. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 
R *« „ *# * THE preliminaries for our meet- 


ing at Bruſſels have been ſooner and better ſettled, 
than thoſe for the tarif and barrière were. I am to 
find myſelf with ſleep; and you are to find me with 
every thing elſe, that is, you are to treat, you are to 
furniſh the matter, and I am to digeſt it as well as I 


can. A propos, this ſuggeſts to me a little com- 


miſſion, which you muſt allow me to trouble you 


with. I ſhall not carry my cook with me to Spa, 


both for my own ſake and his. He is a very good 
cook; but, as he has no ſettled averſion to drinking, 


ke would find bad wine and bad company very cheap 
| there, 
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there, and be ſpoiled, Beſides, he would tempt me 
with things which, as I am reſolved not to eat of, I 
am determined not to ſee, while I am at Spa. I wiſh 
therefore, that you could find me at Bruſſels an hum- 
ble marmiton, tournebroche, or other animal, who could 
roaſt and boil decently, and do nothing more. If you 
can find ſuch a being, pray engage him for me, at ſo 
much certain a week, including wages, board-wages, 
and every thing, from the zoth of this month. As, 
in going to Spa, I ſhall ſtay but one whole day and 
two nights at Bruſſels, I think I need not take any 
other name for privacy's ſake. For let who will 


know of my arrival, as to be ſure comte Lannoy 


muſt, ne bougeant de chez vous je ſerai a Pabri des 
viſites, (not ſtirring from your houſe I ſhall eſcape 
viſits.) 

You have heard, no doubt, of the very many re- 
moves at court, occaſioned by Mr. Pelham's death, 


more, I believe, than were ever made at any one 


time, unleſs in a total change of miniſtry, which is 
by no means the caſe at preſent, the power being con- 
tinued, and in my opinion more ſecurely than ever, 
in the ſame hands. I will not therefore repeat to you 


what you have already found in the news. papers, and 


the office- letters. Still leſs will I trouble you with 


the millions of abſurd reaſonings, and ſpeculations, 


of the uninformed, and almoſt always miſtaken; vo- 
lunteer politicians. But, when we meet, I will tell 
you the few things, that have accidentally come to 


my knowledge, and that I have reaſon to believe are 


true. This in the mean time is certain, that the par- 
hament will be diffolved next Saturday, and that the 


Writs 
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writs for the new one will be iſſued on the Tueſday 
following, the gth. After which day, till forty days 


afterwards, you may depend upon it, that much the 


greater part of this kingdom will be uninterruptedly 
drunk. My boy will be choſen without the leaſt op- 
oo BA — EE OO 
It was abſolutely neceſſary for him to be in parlia- 
ment. He is now at Manheim, and is to come to 
me at Spa, from whence, in our return to England, 
he will kiſs your hands at Bruſſels. I flatter myſelf 
that he will do in the houſe of commons, where les 
manieres, les attentions, et les graces, are by no means 
the moſt neceſſary qualifications. Good night, 


Yours moſt faithfully. 
C. 


— — 


—_ 


LETTER IXXEM.. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 23, 1754. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, | 
T7 ERE I to anſwer Mrs. Dayrolles's compli- 
ment as a fine gentleman, I would tell her 
that prudence forbids me to ſtay more than one day 


at Bruſſels, that more would be too dangerous, and 


that even the recovery of my health would not make 
me amends for the loſs of my liberty. But to anſwer 
more in character, that is, as a deaf old fellow, I muſt 
tell her the truth, which is, that, loving eaſe and quiet 
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as I do, I tranſport myſelf with as much unwillingnefs 
as any convict at the Old Baily is tranſported, and [ 
prefer it only as the leſſer evil of the two, My ſtay 
abroad will conſequently be as ſhort as my health, the 
object for which I go, will poſſibly allow, for I confeſs 


that my impatience to return to my cell at Black- 


heath is extreme; and I muſt be there by the middle 
of July at fartheſt.—Formerly I did not much diſlike 
the Tartar kind of life, of camping from place to 


Place, but now there is nothing that I diſlike ſo much. 


Moreover, I can aſſure you, that both Mrs. Dayrolles's 
lungs and yours will have had exerciſe enough in one 
day, with a deaf man, to be very willing to part with 
him the next, To bring things as near preciſion as 
I can, I will tell you, that I ſhall leave London next 
Sunday morning, and conſequently be at Dover that 


night. From thence it is probable that I ſhall get 


to Calais ſome time the next day ; and from Calais it 
is certain that it is at moſt three days journey to Brul- 
ſels; ſo that in all likelihood I ſhall get there on 
Thurſday, and the very moment I do get there, I 
ſhall pay my duty, as due, to the Britiſh miniſter, 

1 had almoſt. forgot to trouble you with another 
little commiſſion, though a neceſſary one: it is to 
engage a valet de piace for me, to go with me from 
Bruſſels to Spa, and to ſerve me during my ſtay there, 
and till my return to Bruſſels, at ſo much a day cer- 
tain for wages, board-wages, rags, &c. There are 
always ſuch animals to be had; and I need not have 
troubled you with ſo frivolous a commiſſion, but that 


JT would much rather have one who will not rob me, 


than one who will; and ſome of Wat. ſervants are 
more 


/ 
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more likely to procure me ſuch a one, than the peo- 
ple at the inn. I ſhall tire you ſo ſoon with my com- 
pany, that I will ſpare you in writing, and bid yow 
abruptly good night. 


—_— a. 


— — * K 


LET TEA 1. 


TO THE 94AMBE 


Spa, June 4, 1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


AM perſuaded that lord Holderneſſe's ſilence was 

merely accidental, and not intended as a civil re- 
faſal of your requeſt, which I dare ſay will appear by 
his anſwer to your private letter, In that caſe, I ſhall 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you here. * * * 
If you come, you ſhall have excellent beef and mut- 
ton, and every thing elſe extremely bad; for theſe 


are, as lord Foppington ſays, a moſt barbarous race 
of people, ſtap my vitals! Moſt of the neceſſaries 


and conveniencies of life are abſolutely unknown to 
them; one ſtrong inſtance of this is, that the old in- 
vention of a pair of bellows has never yet been heard 


of in the principality of Liege; but, inſtead of it, a 


maid, with an. exceeding ſtrong breath, as you will 


eaſily believe, blows the fire through the broken 


barrel of an old gun. 


Ten thouſand thanks and compliments from me to 
Mrs. Dayrolles, for the trouble ſhe has taken to execute 


thoſe commiſſions herſelf, which I only intended for 


her 
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her maid, My benediction to my god-ſon ; and my 
fincere ſentiments of love and friendſhip to yourſelf; 
and ſo good night. 


LETERTYCL 


TO THE SAME. 


Spa, June 12, 1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


NT OTHING is changed in my arrangement as to 
this place, and I believe you are very ſure that 
nothing 1s as to my delire of ſeeing you here or any 
where. I will complete my two months, however 
unwillingly, in this deteſtable place, that I may have 
nothing to reproach myſelf with when I leave it, 
which will be about the 17th or 18th of next month. 
You ſhall have good beef here, and ſuper-excellent 
mutton, one intire ſheep weighing but ſix and twenty 
pounds. You ſhall alſo have admirable champaign 
and rheniſh; every thing elle is as deteſtable as the 
place or the Company. ,]. 

Pray make my compliments to my old and good 
friend your aunt ; and to all others at the Hague, 
who may chance to remember and enquire after ſo 
inſignificant a being as 


Your faithful ſervant, 
| . 


L E r- 
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TER Xl. 


TO THE SAME. 


eas Blackheath, Aug. r, 17 54. 
' DEAR DAYROLLES, 
Thouſand thanks to you and Mrs. Dayrolles, 
for your kind and friendly reception at Bruſſels, 
and your company at Spa. As thoſe fentiments are 
the firſt in my mind, my firſt letter from England 
ſhall convey them, 

My journey home would have been as good as I 
could have wiſhed, had I not been immediately pre- 
ceded by lord and lady Cardigan, who, travelling 
with ſix and thirty horſes, ſometimes left me none, 
but at beſt tired ones. However I ſcrambled to 


Calais about noon on Sunday, where I found the 


wind directly contrary, but polite enough to change 
exactly at the time I wanted it the next morning, and 


to waft me to Dover in leſs than five hours. From 


thence I ſet out for my hermitage, and arrived here 
on Tueſday evening ſafe and found, my ears ex- 
cepted. This, I find, is my proper place; and I 
know it, which people ſeldom do. I converſe with 
my equals, my vegetables, which I found in a flouriſh- 
ing condition, notwithſtanding the badneſs of the 
weather, which has been full as cold and wet here as 
we had at Spa. I wiſh I could ſend you ſome of my 
pine-apples, which are large and excellent; but with- 


out magic that cannot be done, and I have no magic. 


Contentment is my only magic ; and, thank God, I 
6 1 | have 


— — 
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have found out that art, which is by no means 4 
black one. 6 | 

I have neither heard nor aſked for news; and ſhall 
certainly tell you none, when I tell you that I am 


1 moſt faithfully and affectionately 2 
WW : Yours, 1 
Wl Cc 
il LET TER Neil. 1 
5 TO THE SAME. | 
* 9055 1 Blackheath, Sept. 25, 1754. ; 
Wl. DEAR DAYROLLES, | f 
0 O ULD my letters be leſs dull, they ſhould be | 
i more frequent; but what can a deaf vegetable 1 
1 R : . 4 
| write to amuſe a live man with? Deaf and dull are | 
| nearer related than deaf and dumb. This, though 4 
1 the worſt, is not all that hindered me from acknow- | 
1 3 
1 ledging your laſt ſooner ; for I have been very much : 
1 out of order this laſt fortnight, with my uſual giddi- 5 
| neſſes in my head, and diſorders in my ſtomach, ſo that . 


I find the Spa waters gave me but what the builders 
call a half-repair, which is only a mere temporary 
vamp. In truth, all the infirmities of an age, ſtill 
more advanced than mine, crowd in upon me, I 
muſt bear them as well as I can; they are more or 
leſs the lot of humanity, and I have no claim to an 
excluſive privilege againſt them. In this ſituation, 
you will eaſily ſuppoſe that I have no very pleaſant 
hours; but on the other hand, thank God, I have 
not one melancholy one; and I rather think that my 
philoſophy increaſes with my infirmities. Pleaſures I 
| think 
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think of no more; let thoſe run after them that can 

overtake them, but I will not hobble and halt after 
them in vain. My comfort and amuſements muſt be 
internal; and, by good luck, I am not afraid of look- 

ing inwards. Some reading, ſome writing, ſome 
| trifling in my garden, and ſome contemplation, con- 

2 cur iu making me never leſs alone than when alone. 

| | But this letter runs too much into the moral eſſay of 

3 a ſolitaire. Changeons de theſe, (let us change the ſub- 

3 ject. ) 

I ſhall go to London 1 in November, upon the ac- 
count of lady Cheſterfield, and even of my ſervants, 
who, not having the reſources that I have, would be 
| F very miſerable here in the winter. The difference 
2 will be but little to me, it would be great to them, 
I which in my mind makes it a ſocial duty, 

; J I reckon that my god-ſon now begins to chatter, 
4 and confound two or three languages. No matter; 
they are ſo much clear gain to him, and in time he 

will unconfound them of himſelf. 

I had a letter two days ago from lord H untingdon, 
who ſeems very ſenſible of your civilities, and charmed. 
with thoſe he received from prince Charles of Lor— 

raine, and comte Cobentzel *. Pray aſſure the latter 

of my reſpects. I like and honor him extremely. I 

need not ſurely make any compliments to Mrs. Day- 

rolles. Nor will I prophane our friendſhip with any, 
but tell you heartily and honeſtly that I am 

Faithfully yours, 5 

8 CHESTERFIELD. 
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LETTER Xclv. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Dec. 17, 17 54. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 
T Received your laſt while at Bath, from whence I 
4 arrived here a few days ago. The waters did me 
a great deal of good, as to my general ſtate of health ; 
but I grow deafer and deafer every day, by the natural 


progreſſion of all ills with age. As I know my ill to 
be incurable, I bear it the better, from a philoſophy 
of my own, very different from moſt other people's: 


for while I have both hopes and fears, I am anxious; 
but when I have no hopes, I take my party, and am 
eaſy, ® % „% S „ „ „„ * + 

I have now a moſt important commiſſion to trouble 
you with, it is no leſs than to receive eighteen thou- 
ſand pounds fterling for me at Bruſſels; that is, when 
the lottery there ſhall be drawn, in which I have three 
tickets. One of them is unqueſtionably the great 
prize. The numbers of my three tickets are 66694, 
6669 5, 66696, I think I am very modeſt in only 


deſiring one prize in three tickets. It is true that it 


is the great one, but then I leave you the five or ſix 
next beſt, which are more than equivalent to mine; 


and as all the drawing depends, I preſume, upon you 
and Cobentzel, I hope you will take care of yourſelves 
and your friends. If you chuſe to have the great 


prize for my god. ſon, I will give it up to him, but to 


nobody elle, In all events, pray have my above- 


mentioned numbers examined, after the drawing of 
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the lottery, and let me know my good or ill fortune. 
I ſhall bear either with great moderation. 

Our miniſterial affairs here are ſtill in great con- 
fuſion. It is ſaid, they will be ſettled during the re- 
ceſs of the parliament at Chriſtmas ; but if they 
ſhould, which I much queſtion, that ſettlement will, 
in my opinion, by no means be a laſting one, It would 
take up reams of paper to relate to you the various 
reports and conjectures of our ſpeculative politicians 
here; and therefore I will only give you my own 


| ſhort conjecture upon what little I ſee and hear my- 


ſelf. I think I ſee every thing gravitating to Fox's 
center, and I am perſuaded that in ſix months time 
he war be the minilter, #4. © » #' # #_ © 

My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles ; et adieu, mon 
cher ami, 


LETTER Xcv. 


TO THE SAM. 


London, Feb.-4, 1755. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 1 ae 
E AF men and dead men differ very little except | 
in one point, which is, that letters from the 

dead would be very curious, and probably very in- 


ſtructive; whereas thoſe from the deaf muſt neceſſa- 


rily be very dull. Were I dead, and allowed to write, 


you ſhould hear from me much oftener, as my letters 


would be like thoſe of the miſſionary Jeſuits, curiesſes 
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&t edifantes (a), and well worth the poſtage, though 
it would probably be conſiderable, car il y a bien loin 
de ce paid A, (as the diſtance is great.) But being 
only deaf, crazy, and declining, I conſider both your 
time and your purſe, which would be but ill- employed 


in reading, and paying for, ſuch letters as mine. 


Notwithſtanding my ſtate of ignorance and ſoli- 


tude, I dare ſay you will expect ſome news from me, 
now that you read every day of fitting out great 


Reets, and raiſing additional troops. It is true, that 
we are equipping a very g oreat fleet, which is to be 
commanded by lord Anſon, and three other admirals ; 


and we are railing ſome regiments of marines, in or- 


der to man it, which otherwiſe we found that we 


could not. From all theſe warlike preparations, the 


public is convinced that we ſhall have a war; but 1 
am by no means ſo, I cannot fee that it is the in- 


tereſt, nor can I believe that it is the inclination, of 


France, at this time, to bring on a general war; and 
I am very ſure that we are abſolutely unable to ſup- 
port one. I am, therefore, perſuaded, that we are 


reciprocally endeavouring to tntimidate each other, 


and that all this /evee de Bouclier (bluſtering) will end 


_ quietly in referring our American diſputes to com- 


(a) Theſe are occaſional accounts of the tranſactions, of the Jeſuits 
3 out to different parts of the world, for the converſion of the 
heathen to their Chriſtian religion, which uſed to be publiſhed i in 
French at Paris, and conſiſt of about forty volumes in octavo. 
Amidſt an immenſe quantity of traſh, ſtories of wonderful events, 
encomiums of their zeal and addreſs, miracles performed, chriſten- 
ings by ſtealth of infants and dying people, of their ſufferings, per- 
ſecutions, &e. a good deal of information, about the natural hiftory 
of the countries, as well as the manners and characters of the inha- 


ditants, may be picked up from thele relations. 


miſſaries 
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miſſaries de part et d' autre, who will decide and ſettle 
them much about the time that the tarif and the 
barrière ſhall be finally determined. Should we 
really come to hoſtilities in America, with advantage 
on our part, monſieur de Maillebois would very pro- 
bably make another journey to Lower Saxony; in. 
which caſe a ſecond neutrality would be too danger- 
ous either to accept or refuſe, which is another rea- 
ſon why I think that the dilemma will, if poſſible, 


be avoided, And indeed, upon the whole, I with it 


may, conſidering our national debt, and the two 
very fore places which we have in Lower Saxony and 
the highlands of Scotland. Another little circum- 
ſtance, which ſeems to favour my pacific opinion, is 
the late haſty nomination of lord Hertford to the 
French embaſſy, and the hurry he 1s in to go there, 
A Frenchman who is now here, le comte d'Eftaing, 
ſaid the other day, Pardieu, meſſieurs, ce ſeroit bien ri- 
dicule de faire caſſer la tte d dix mille hommes pour 
quelques douzaines de chapeaux, (it would be abſurd to 
have ten thouſand men knocked on the head for a 
few dozen of hats,) alluding to the caſtors of North 
America. 5 To 

The earl of Briſtol is appointed envoy to Turin, 


to watch the motions of that court, in the room of 


the earl of Rochford, who is ſent for home to receive 
the gold key. 


In parliament, things go very quietly this ſeſſion. 


Fox has evidently the lead there. Mr. Pitt rather 


hints, than declares, oppoſition. Legge is diſcon- 


tented, but ſilently fo, The parliament is to be pro- 


rogued at Faſter, and his majeſty will ſet out for 
+ .M-$ Hanover 
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Hanover the day afterwards. He is to be attended, 
as I am informed, only by Sir Thomas Robinſon. 
For un. reclus, un ſolitaire, un ſourd, J think, I 
have given you a great deal of news; at leaſt I am 


ſure I have given you all I have; and no man, you 
know, can do more, F ##*# * * $ | 


Yours, 
Cy 


_ 


— 


" 


LETT ER- XCvi. 
10 THE $A ME, 


ILondon, May 2, 1755. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
HAT can a deaf hermit write? The repe- 

tition of my affection and friendſhip for 

you would be as dull, as I am perſuaded it would 
be unneceſſary; you are either convinced of them 
already, or you never will be ſo. Would you have 
news? Mine is always ſtale; and, though I was the 
introducer of the new ſtyle, in all thoſe matters I go 
by the old, and am at leaſt eleven days behind-hand. 
I could tell you, but I will not, that the king failed 
from Harwich laſt Monday; but I can tell you, and 
will, that the duke of Cumberland and Mr, Fox are 
appointed of the regency; the conſequence of which 
new meaſure, I preſume, you can tell yourſelf. Peace 
and war ſeem yet ſo uncertain, that nobody knows 
which to expect.— The people in general, who always 
25 N with 
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wiſh whatever they have not, wiſh for a war; but I, 
who have learned to be content with whatever I 
have, wiſh for the continuation of peace. My coun- 
try-folks think only of the new world, where they 
expect to conquer, and perhaps will; but I cannot 
help dreading the contrecoup of thoſe triumphs in the 
old one. I have ninety-nine reaſons againſt a land 


war in Europe; the firſt of which being that we are 


not able to carry it on, I will not trouble you with 


the others. 


You have certainly heard of, and probably ſeen, 


** is extraordinary motion, which he made in the 


houſe of lords, juſt before the riſing of the parlia- 


ment, when it could not poſſibly have any good effect, 


and muſt neceſſarily have ſome very bad ones. It 
was an indecent, ungenerous, and malignant queſtion, 
which I had no mind ſhould either be put or debated, 
well knowing the abſurd and improper things that 
would be ſaid both for and againſt it, and therefore 
I moved the houſe to adjourn, and ſo put a quiet end 
to the whole affair, As you will imagine that this 
was agreeable to the king, it is ſuppoſed that I did it 
to make my court, and people are impatient to fee 
what great employment I am to have; for that I am 
to have one they do not in the leaſt doubt, not having 


any notion that any man can take any ſtep without 


ſome view of dirty intereſt, I do not undeceive 
them. I have nothing to fear, I have nothing to 
aſk, and there is nothing that I will or can have. 
Retirement was my choice ſeven years ago: it is now 


become my neceſſary refuge, Blackheath, and a 


quiet conſcience, are the only objects of my cares. 
„ What 
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What good J can do as a man and a citizen, it is 
my duty, and ſhall be my endeavour, to do; but 
public life and I, we are parted for ever, 

To-morrow I go to Blackheath for the whole ſum- 
mer, if we have one. That little hermitage ſuits 
beſt with my inclinations and ſituation; it is there 
only that I do not find myſelf diplacs. My little gar- 
den, the park, reading and writing, kill time there 
tolerably; and time is now my enemy. | 

My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles. My god-ſon, 
I ſuppoſe, by this time, chatters a Babel language 
of Engliſh, French, and Flemiſh : fo much the bet- 
ter, c'eſt autant de gagne, et avec lige il debrouillera ce 


petit chaos: (it is clear gain, and in time he will un- 
ravel that little chaos.) Good- night. 


Tours faithfully, 


LETTER XCVIL 


TO THE SAM Es, 


Blackheath, July 10, 1755, 
PEAR DAYROLLES, 1 


T was my ennui, and not my amuſements, could 
I now have any ! that occaſioned my long ſilence : 


depend upon it, nothing elſe could or ſhould, I 
break daily, my friend, both in body and mind, 
their union being very intimate, Spirits conſequently 

5 3 22 
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fail, for they are the reſult of health, and I cannot 
fay that, ſince I am here, I have had three days toge- 
ther uninterrupted health. Sometimes ſtrong returns 
of my inveterate giddineſſes, ſometimes convulſive 
diſorders in my ſtomach, always languor, weakneſs, 
and liſtleſſneſs. I find that I am got half-way down 
hill, and then you know the velocity increaſes very 
conſiderably. But what is to be done? nothing but 
patience. Whatever the pureſt air, conſtant mode- 
rate exerciſe, and ſtrict regimen can do, I have here; 
but they ſerve only to prolong, for a little time, an 
irkſome ſituation, which my reaſon tells me, the 
ſooner it 1s ended, the better. My deafneſs is ex- 
tremely increaſed, and daily increaſing; this cuts me 
wholly off from the fociety of others; and my other 
complaints deny me the ſociety with myſelf, which 1 
propoſed when I came here, I have brought down 
with me a proviſion of pens, ink, and paper, in 
hopes of amuling mylelf, and perhaps entertaining or 
informing poſterity, by ſome hiſtorical tracts of my 
own times, which I intended to write with the ſtricteſt 
regard to truth, and none to perſons; myſelf not 
" excepted. But I have not yet employed my pen, be- 
cauſe my mind refuſed to do it's part; and in wri- 
ting, as well as in other performances, whatever 1s 
not done with ſpirit and deſire, will be very ill done. 
All my amuſements are therefore reduced to the idle 
buſineſs of my little garden, and to the reading of 
idle books, where the mind is ſeldom called upon. 

| Notwithſtanding this unfortunate ſituation, my old. 
' philoſophy comes to my aſſiſtance, and enables me 
to repulſe the attacks of melancholy, for I never have 
| one 
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Li 


one melancholic moment. I have ſeen and appraiſed 
every thing in its true light, and at its intrinſic value, 
While others are outbidding one another at the auc- 
tion, exulting in their acquiſitions, or grieving at their 
diſappointments, I am eaſy, both from reflection, and 
experience of the futility of all that is to be got 
or loſt. 

But treve de r#//cfions morales, (too much of, moral 
reflections.) A man may be too ſober as well as too 
drunk to go into company, and his philoſophical 
reflections may be as troubleſome in one caſe, as his 
extravagancy in the other. 

Well then; we will hope, you warmly. and 1 


coolly, that great things are reſerved for us in the 
fifth and laſt claſs of this lottery ; but if fortune will 


take my advice, though ladies are ſeldom apt to take 
the advice of old fellows, ſhe will transfer whatever 
the intended to you or me to my god-ſon. * *#* 
The preſent ſituation of neither peace nor war is, 
to be ſure, very unaccountable, and I cannot help 
fearing, that we ſhall be the dupes of it at laſt. 
Surely we, I mean our miniſters, ought to have 
known, before this time, which of the two the French 
really intended; and, if they meaned peace, to have 
had it concluded, or, if they meaned war, to have 
given them the firſt blow at ſea; for if, inſtead of 
that, you give them time to augment their marine, 
while you keep yours at an immenſe and uſeleſs ex- 
pence, I believe they will be mare explicit with you 
next year. The cjamor at our ination is univerſal 
and prodigious, people defiring ſomething for their 
money. 
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money. From that, and many other concurring 
cauſes, the next ſeſſion will be a very boiſterous 

Adieu, my dear Dayrolles : lady Cheſterfield's and 
my compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles, 


Gs 


n - __ 


L. ET TE R XCVIII 
T 0 THE SAME. 


London, Auguſt 15; 1765. 
PEAR DAYROULLES, 


O U inſult my incredulity in your prophecy, 


1 and triumph in the poſſibility, or, as you call 
it, the probability of its being fulfilled ; but a lite 
patience, for perhaps the diſtreſs, which you flatter 
yourſelf will happen to you, may not, and I will lay 
you one of our lottery tickets, thar Mrs. Dayrolles 
will be up again before the French take poſſeſſion of 
Bruſſels, They certainly may, whenever they will, 
and therefore ſeem to be in no haſte to do it; beſides, 


can they, with the leaſt color of juſtice, invade the 


gueen of Hungary's dominions, becauſe captain 
Howe has taken captain Hocquart in America () 


(a) He commanded the Alcide, a wan of war belonging to a 
French ſquadron conveying troops to America, and taken by captain 
Howe of the Dunkirk, one of the fleet ſent out under the command 
of vice-admiral Botcawen tg oppoſe the deſigns of the French 
court, 


Such 
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Such a ſtep as that, is not warranted by any thing 
that I ever read in Grotius or Pufendorf. You 
will probably ſay, that great powers are not apt to 
trouble themſelves about reaſon and juſtice, and that 
is certainly true ; but, in my own opinion, France 1s 
at this time neither deſirous of a general war, nor 
very fit to carry one on; ſo that I rather think they 
will confine their indignation to the king, both as 
king and elector, and attempt to invade both Eng- 
land and Hanover. I fear them in neither of thoſe 
caſes, Be eaſy therefore till the evil day draws 
much nearer than it ſeems to be at preſent.” 

I ſhall ſay nothing to you about my own health, 
though I know that it is not quite indifferent to you; 
but it is really ſo indifferent in itſelf that it is not 
worth mentioning, for I am never quite well, and the 
whole difference is du plus au moins. I will weather 
out theſe ſix weeks, if I can, and then go to Bath, 
which is always a temporary, but never a laſting, 
cure; however, eſt autant de pris ſur l ennemi. 

If, by chance, you meet with any quantity of ſeed 
of excellent melons, whether canteloupes or others, 
provided they are but yery large ones, I ſhall be 


much obliged to you, if you will let me go a dozen 


or two ſeeds with you, I would not have more than 
what may be conveyed in a letter or two. My me- 
lon ground is ſo ſmall, that it will nat afford to raiſe 
little ones, and I muſt make up in ſize what I want 
in number, I have had ſome excellent good, and 
very large, ones this year, from your Sorgvliet 
ſeed (a), 


(2) The late count Bentinck's villa, near the Hague, qa the 


How 


road to Scheveling. 
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How does my g god- ſon go on with his little lingua 
en or jumble of different languages? Fear no 
Babel confuſion. Lage debrouillera tout cela; (age 
will unravel all this.) 

| hear no news, or there is none; but lyes are ex- 
tremely rife, eſpecially from America; which, I dare 
ſay, was not ſo much talked of, when firſt diſcovered 
by Columbus, or Veſpuſius Americus, as it is now. 
But I am ſo humble a politician, that I content my- 
ſelf with wiſhing well ro my country, and for the 
reſt, vogue la galere. But the reſt of my country- 
men, and even country-women, are not ſo paſſive 


for I am aſſured they are fo brim-full of politics, that 
they ſpill them wherever they go. If I had no better 


reaſon to lament my deafneſs than not hearing them, 
I ſhould be much eaſier than I am under my misfor- 


tune. Adieu, mon ami. 


LETTER XI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 12, 1755. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


The king is expelin to ind every 


minute, which, I ſuppoſe, will produce more decifion 
concerning war or peace than has appeared yet; for, 
at preſent, there is a kind of a miſt before them, 
which one cannot ſee through. I do not, in the leaſt, 


fear a war, provided it be not in Flanders, where the 


0 PFrench 
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French muſt always make it with infinite advantage, 
and where the empreſs queen will not, and our allies 
the Dutch cannot, aſſiſt us effectually. I am there- 
fore very glad to find, that the garriſons in Flanders 
are evacuated; and I hope that the Dutch will make a 
neutrality ; ſo that there may be no field of battle in 
the ſeventeen provinces for us to be beaten in again. 
And what will the French do then? At ſea, it is cer- 
tain that we muſt deſtroy both their navy and their 
commerce, Will they attempt invading us here 
again? Let them, they are very welcome, that is too 
contemptible. Will they march an army to Hano- 
ver? à la bonne heure; (be it ſo;) what will become 
of that army after a thirty days march in the deſarts 
of Weſtphalia, eſpecially now that we have ſecured a 
I force in that part of the world, ſuperior to any they 
{ can ſend? Their army will melt away there faſter 
than in Bohemia; and care will be taken, before their 
arrival there, to leave them even no ponpournichil (a) 
to ſubſiſt upon. # ## # # # * *# * * Your 
quiet ſituation at Bruſſels will therefore, I hope, not 
be diſturbed; and, in that caſe, I confeſs, I would 
if rather have war than peace with France: as the for- 
i mer, if vigorouſly carried on at fea, muſt greatly 
check, if not deſtroy, their growing navy and com- 
merce. TEX | 
A thoufand thanks to you for your melon ſeed, 
which I will ſow and cultivate with great care, in 
hopes that I may give you ſome of the fruit of it next 


(a) A very coarſe kind of hard brown bread, eaten in ſeveral 
parts of Germany, and eſpecially by the poor inhabitants of Weſt- 
phalta, 


- 


2 year 
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year in this hermitage z for I think you gave me ſome 
reaſon to flatter myſelf that I ſhall ſee you here next- 
year. In that caſe, perhaps, I may ſhew you ſome 
melons much more extraordinary than yours, though 
probably not quite ſo good; for I have had a preſent 
made me, by a Perſian merchant of good credit, of a 
few melon ſeeds, that he brought himſelf from Diar- 
beck, which was the antient Meſopotamia z and which, 
he proteſts, produce melons, that weigh from ninety 
to one hundred, and one hundred and ten pounds 
each. But, notwithſtanding the gentleman's credit as 
a merchant, I am a little mcredulous, 

I go next week to Bath, where, for the time being, 
I am always well; and that is fo mueh clear gain, 
and worth the journey to one, who has not, for theſe 
fix months, been well for four and twenty hours 
together. Beſides, all places are now alike to me, 
and I can be more alone at Bath, than any where, 
Adieu, my dear friend. 


Yours, wherever I am, 


LETTTR Cc: 


Bath, Oct. 4, 1755. 


an DAYROLLES, 

„ „ „ * * „ I have been here now juſt = 
week; too little to have found much benefit, but, 
however, long enough to give me reaſon to hope 
| that 
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that I ſhall find ſome, for my ſtomach is rather leſs 
diſordered than I brought it down with me here. But 


upon the whole, I am, and always ſhall be, uz pauvre 
corps, dont il ne vaut pas la peine de parler; (a poor 
wretch, not worth mentioning.) 

I think it impoſſible, that the French can inſiſt 


upon more than a neutrality on the part of the repub- 


lic of the united provinces. Upon what pretence can 


they? But if they ſhould, they cannot invade them, 
without firſt invading Flanders, and bringing the 


queen of Hungary upon their backs, which I cannot 


think them at preſent willing to do. But ſuppoſe 


they ſhould, they will with eaſe over-run all Flanders 


too 


in a fortnight, fo that where will there be a field of 
battle left? We can fend no troops to Holland that 
can be of any uſe. The Dutch have not enough to 
oppole a French army of 100,000 men; fo that, in 
that caſe, they have nothing to do, but ſubir Ia loi 
au wvainqueur , (to yield to the conquerors.) Bur, 
depend upon it, things will not be carried to thoſe 
extremities. The French, at this time, dread a ge- 
neral war. Their miniſtry is weak, and their king 
weaker; the clergy and the parliament, hating each 
other irreconcileably; they have no general, in whom 
they have the leaſt confidence; and, by the intereſt 
they pay, it is plain they want money. From all this, 
and from our inevitable ſucceſſes at fea, I take it for 
granted, that a peace, and a reaſonable one, will 
ſome how or other be jumbled up in the courſe of 
ſeven or eight months; ſo that, with all your inge- 
nuity in anticipating. misfortunes, I am perſuaded, 
that your journey to England next year will be 


merely 
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merely a voluntary one, and not a neceſſary 
from where you now are. ; 
The next ſeſſion, which now draws very near, will, 

I believe, be a very troubleſome one; and I really 
think it very doubtful, whether the ſubſidiary treaties 
with Ruſſia and Caſſel will be carried or not, To be 
ſure, much may be ſaid agaiaſt both ; but yet I dread 
the conſequences of rejecting them by parliament, 
ſince they are made. But what have I to do with 
public matters? Moreover, a man, who has not the 
whole thread of them, talks of them as a blind man 
does of colors; for the leaſt circumftance unknown 
often changes the whole thing (@). This I know 
perfectly, that I am truly, 


Yours, 


1 
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TO THE SAME. 


we, Dec. 19, 1755. 
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DEAR DAYROLLES, 


OU will think me very lazy, for that I am 
ſure is the worlt thing that you will ever 
ſulpect me of, with regard to yourſelf, in laving 
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a) That was really the caſe with regard to lord Cheſterfield, | 
who, at that time, was totally ignorant of the French court's alli- 
ances with the principal powers of Europe, and altered his opinion 
when he was acquainted with them, as appears by the following 
letters. But the fluctuations of miad of great meu may be inſtrue- 
ve, and their dreams, at leaſt, are always entertaining. | 
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been ſo long without anſwering your laſt. But it 
has not been quite lazineſs ; for ſome few days, buſi- 
neſs, and for many days weakneſs, diſpiritedneſs, and 
languor, would not allow me to put pen to paper; 
otherwiſe, deaf people are commonly as frivolouſly - 
writative, as blind people are often frivolouſly talk- 
ative: but, when a general diſorder and decay of 
the body is added to impenetrable deafneſs, one be- 
comes too like a dead body, to write any thing but a 
codicil. | | Mobs 1/732 Þ 
Were I, now that I am writing, to pretend to nd 
you but a ſhort account of our tranſactions here, I 
mult fend you a large folio The houſe of commons 
fits three or four times a week till nine or ten at 
night, and ſometimes till four or five in the morning; 
ſo attentive are they to the good of their dear coun- 
try. That zeal has of late tranſported them into 
much perſonal abuſe. #* #* 

Even our inſignificant houſe ſat one day laſt week 
till paſt ten at night upon the Ruſſian and Heſſian 
{ſubſidiary treaties, but I was not able to ſit it out, 
and left it at ſeven, more than half dead: for I took 
it mto my head to ſpeak upon them for near an hour, 
which fatigue, together with the heat of the houſe, 
very near annihilated me. I was for the Ruſſian 
treaty, as a prudent eventual meaſure at the begin- 
ning of a war, and probably preventive even of a war, 
in that part of the world; but I-cou'd not help ex- 
poſing, though without oppoſing, the Heſſian treaty; 
which is, indeed, the moſt extraordinary one 1 ever 


ſaw. It can have no effect, for you are not to have 


the op till after 0 do rot want them, viz, till ſix 
montlis 
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months after the requiſition made; and after you diſ- 
miſs the troops, ſhould you ever call for them, the 
ſubſidy is to be doubled for the remainder of the 
term. It is certain, that his moſt ſerene highneſs 1s 
full as good at making a bargain as any Jew in 
Europe. 

Places, as you will ſee by the news-papers, are 
emptying and filling up every day. The patriot of 
Monday is the courtier of Tueſday ; and the courtier 
of Wedneſday is the patriot of Thurſday, This, in- 
deed, has more or leſs been long the caſe, but I really 
think never fo impudently and ſo profligately as now. 
The power is all falling from his grace's into Fox's 
hands, which, you may remember, I told you long 
ago would happen. „ * * 4 * 

Beſides theſe diſcords and misfortunes, we live here 
In dread of two others of a very different kind, an 
invaſion from France, and a bricole of the earthquake 
from Liſbon. For myſelf, I cannot ſay that I have 
any great apprehenſions of either; but of the two, I 
have more faith in the earthquake than in the inva- 
ſion. France has too often experienced the futility 
of thoſe attempts. But be theſe things how they 
will, r27:uiſez-vdus autant que Jane fe pourra, et ſur- 
tout portez-vous bien, car il u'y a rien de tel. Adieu, 
mon ami. (Rejoice as much as you can, and above 


all keep in health, for there is nothing like it. 
Adieu, my friend.) 
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80 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Jan. 23, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


O yourſelf juſtice, and you will ceaſe to won- 
der at either the beginning or the continu» 


ance of my friendſhip for you. I ſoon diſcovered, 


and have now long experienced, the honeſt truth and 
warmth of your heart. Friendſhip, like health, is 


to be preſerved by the ſame means by which it is 


acquired, and I believe we ſhall neither of us dementir 
(forſake) thoſe means. 


Every thing tends more and more every day to 


the verification of my prophecy; for in our politicfk 


* 4 8 0 * 


balance, Fox's ſcale grows heavier and heavier, which 
every body: perceives. #9 4 #8 # 
We are here in daily expectation of a formal decla- 
ration of war from France, as it ſeems to be the 
natural conſequence of the memorial ſent by monſieur 
Rouille to Mr, Fox, through Holland, which per- 
haps you have ſren; but which, no doubt, you have 
heard the ſubſtance of, and therefore I ſhall not 
repeat it, I am not fo fond of war as I find many 
people are. - Mark the end on't, Our treaty lately 
concluded with Pruſſia is a fortunate event, and 
ſecures the peace of the empire; and, is it poſſible, 
that France can invade the low countries, which are 
the dominions of the empreſs queen, only becauſe 
admiral Boſcawen has taken two of their ſhips in 


America? 


America? But then you will aſk me probably, where 
can France annoy us then? I fee but two places; in 
America, by ſlipping over, in ſingle ſhips, a confider- 
able number of troops; and next, by keeping us in a 
ſtate of fear and expence at home, with the threats 
and appearances of an intended invaſion ; which, I 
dare ſay, they will not think proper to attempt in 
reality. In my opinion, our greateſt danger ariſes 
from our expence, conſidering the preſent immenſe 
national debr. I take it for granted, that the Dutch 
will endeavour to obtain from France a neutrality, 
and I wifh they may get one; for, J am ſure, they 
have no other ſafety, for they can neither defend 
themfelves, nor can we defend them. They have no 
longer any barriere in Flanders; and Maeftricht and 
Bergen-op-zoom would not delay their ruin above 
three months, ſhould the French think proper. to 
bruſquer Flanders to get at them. 

| have been for ſome time, and am ſtill, very much 
out of order, my complaints in my head and ſtomach 
being returned; fo that I fear I ſhall be obliged ro 
go to the Bath this feaſon for a month or fix weeks, 
which, though never a radical cure, is always a pal- 
liative for ſome time, and that is autant de pris ſur 


Pennemi, Whatever happens to Fay ſhattered carcaſe, 
God bleſs you all. 


Yours faithfully, 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


LETTER CH, 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Feb. 3, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


1 AM too ſenſible of your affection for me, not ta 

know that you will be impatient to hear what is 
become of me, after the account I gave you of my- 
ſelf in my laſt. This is therefore to inform you, that 
J am ſomething, thovgh indeed but little, better than 
I was. I am ſtill exceſſively weak and diſpirited, 
and do not expect to regain much ſtrength or ſpirits, 


till I have been a few days at Bath, which never fails 


to vamp me for a time. I ſet out for it to-morrow 
morning. 

My nephew, fir Charles Hotham, either now is, 
or will be very ſoon, at Bruſſels. I recommend him 
to your care during his ſtay there. I am told by 
thoſe who have ſeen him lately, 2/1 a Pair, et les 
FAGNICTCS d'un honnete homme *, but that he is rather 
of too grave and ſolitary a turn; therefore, pray 


thruſt him into company as much as poſſible, and, 
when you have analyſed him thoroughly, ſend me 


freely and ſincerely your opinion of him. Pray re» 
member, no lodging in your houſe. 
Yours moſt ſincerely, 


k 2 


. 


. 1 


* Honadcte homme means no more in the French ſtyle than a man 


of gion. 


* * 
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TO THE SAME. 


1142 London, April 5, 1756. 

PEAR DAYROLLES, 
I HAD but one reaſon for not acknowledging, 

long before now, your laſt letter, which reaſon 
was that I could not. I went, as you know, ill to 
the Bath; I continued ill there, and returned from 
thence ſtill worſe, I am now very far from being 
well, and am this moment going to ſettle at Black. 
heath, for the ſake of ſleeping in a purer air and 
more exerciſe, though believe to very little pur- 
poſe; for, if I do not much miſtake, I think I am 
very near le bout de mon latin, (the end of my ca- 
reer.) In this languid and miſerable ſtate, you will 
eaſily judge that I am little informed of public mat- 
ters, and muſt conſequently be little informing ; ſo l 
ſhall not pretend to ſend you any news from hence. 

I ſuppoſe that fir Charles Hotham and Tollot“ are 
by this time at Bruſſels, to both whom ] deſire that 
you will make my compliments; ; and pray tell Tol- 
lor, that I received his letter, which I will anfwer as 
ſoon as I am able, if ever I am able, 

Do you think of coming over this year with your 
family, as you intimated when I ſaw you at Bruſſels ? 
or will the preſent ſtrange ſituation of affairs keep 
ou: there this ſummer ? Whatever you do, may it 


Dr. Tollot of Geneva, travelling-governor to fir Charles 
Hotham, 


. £m 
— oy 
— - 

— 2 


05 

j\ 
1 
Yi 1 

wm 
4 : 

k ol 
/ 


— —— 


. _= — - 
- * Fen 
8 — ” — - — * . 
— —_—_— —ü!nä— 2. — * * — — A — — 
A — — — — = 
- CEE — SIE =] _— _— — Xa. 


184 LORP CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


be for the beſt! for all happineſs both to you and 


yours is moſt ſincerely wiſhed by, dear-Dayrolles, 


Your moſt faithful friend 
and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


e 
TO THE SAME. 


| Blackheath, April 30, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 DELAYED anſwering your kind inquiries after 
the ſtate of my exiſtence, in hopes of being able 
to have given you by this time an account of it more 
ſatisfactory to us both; and I now write theſe few 
lines, in order not to give you a worſe ſome time 
hence, than TI can at preſent. In truth, I. am in fo 


miſerable and fluctuating a ſtate, that I can in no 


one hour judge what, nor where, I ſhall be the next. 

It would undoubtedly be improper for you to aſk 
leave to come here this ſummer; and, were I in your 
place, I would ſend for ſomebody from Holland to 
inoculate the children, that operation being, as I am 


aſſured, now very well underſtood there, and fre- 
quently performed, | 


Adieu, my dear friend; I am moſt ls, 


Yours, 
C. 


LAT 


10 His FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. CIV. cv. cvl. 18; 
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TO THE SAME, 


Blackheath, June 175 1755. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


eas I give you better accounts of either 
myſelf or the public, I would give you more 
frequent ones; but the belt, that I can give you of 
either, are ſuch as will not flatter that affection which 
I know you have for both, We are both going 
very fait, and I can hardly gueſs which will be gone 
firſt, I am ſhrunk to a ſkeleton, and grow weaker 
and weaker every day. And as for my fellow ſuf- 
ferer the public, it has lolt Minorca ; and may per- 
haps ſoon loſe Gibraltar, by a ſecret bargain between 
France and Spain, which I have reaſon to think is 
negotiating, if not concluded. Our naval laurels are 
withered, *® * „ * + #* „„ # #% 
The French are unqueſtionably maſters to do what 
they pleaſe in America. Our good ally, the queen 
of Hungary, has certainly concluded fome treaty, 
God knows what, with our, and her old, enemy 
France. The Swediſh and Daniſh fleets are joined, 
undoubtedly not in our favour, fince France pays 
both. We have an army here of threeſcore thoy- 
ſand men, „Wo cannot pay it ano- 
ther year, ſince the expence of this year amounts to 
twelve millions ſterling ; judge if we can raiſe that 
„„ . 
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Theſe are not the gloomy apprehenſions of a ſick 
man; but real facts, obvious to whoever will ſee and 
reflect. One of the chief cauſes of this unfortunate 
ſituation is, that we have now in truth no miniſter ; 
but the adminiſtration is a mere republic, and carried 
op by the cabinet council, the individuals of which 
think only how to get the better or each other. Let 
us then turn our eycs, as much as we can, from this 
melancholy proſpett, which neither of us can mend, 
and think of ſomething elſeQ. „ „ * 

I am told that you have an infinite number of 


- Engliſh gentlemen now at Bruſſels; but I hope you 


do not put yourſelf upon the foot of ituffing them 
with falt beef, and drenching them with claret ; for 
I am ſure your appointments will not afford that ex- 
pence, and by the way, I believe, that in their hearts 
they would much rather you would let-them alone, 
to be jolly together at their inns, than 80 to your 
houſe. | 

Make my codlinenny to Mrs. Dayroltcs: to my 
god-ſon, to /utti quanti, in ſhort, who can receive 


them, for mademoiſelle cannot yet. Adieu, my dear 
and faithful friend, May you, and all who belong 
9 you, be long happy, whatever becomes of 


Yours, | 
C, 
LET- 
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LETTER CVIL 


TO THE SAM E, 


Blackheath, June 27, 1756. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 

BY your laſt of the 18th, I believe it croſſed my 

laſt of, I have forgot what date, upon the road, 
for I there gave you an account of my poor ſtate of 
vegetation, after which you inquire. I ſtill continue 
to crawl upon the face of the earth, but it is like 
thoſe humble and ſhort-lived vegetables, who, ſeem- 
ingly conſcious of their condition, crawl very near 
that earth to which they are ſo ſoon to return. 

I entirely agree with you in your reſolution of 
breeding up all your ſons to ſome profeſſion or other, 
bur, at the ſame time, your uſual vivacity carries 
you much too prematurely, to fix their ſeveral deſti- 
nations. You muſt not ſo much conſider what you 
would chuſe for them, as what they are likely to ſuc- 
ceed beſt in; and that cannot be diſcovered theſe 
ſeven or eight years. It is certain that, whether 
from nature, or from early accidental impreſſions in 
their youth, I will not ſay, it being very hard to diſ- 
tinguiſn, children, after eight or ten years of age, 
often ſhew a determined e for ſome parti- 
cular profeſſion, which it would be imprudent for 
their parents to oppoſe, becauſe, in that caſe, they 
would ſurely not ſucceed ſo well, or perhaps at all, 
in any other. In the mean time, give them all even- 
tually a good education, ſo as to qualify them, to a 
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133 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
certain degree, for whatever profeſſion you and they 
may hereafter ' agree upon; for I repeat it again, 
their approbation is full as neceflary as yours. Theſe, 
however, are the general rules, by which I would 
point out to them the profeſſions which I ſhould ſe- 
verally wiſh them to apply to. I would recommend 
the army, or the navy, to a boy of a warm conſtitu- 
tion, ſtrong animal ſpirits, and a cold genius; to one 
of quick, lively, and diſtinguiſhing parts, the law; 
to a good, dull, and decent boy, the church; and 
trade to an acute, thinking, and laborious one. I 
wiſh that my god- ſon, for whom you muſt allow me 
ſome degree of predilection, may take a liking to the 
law, for that is the truly independent profeſſion. 
People will only truſt. their property to the care of 
the ableſt lawyer, be he whig or tory, well or ill at 
court. 

Our public affairs are, in my opinion, as bad as 
poſlible, and I turn my thoughts from them as much 
as ever I can. The queen of Hungary will repent, 
at leiſure, of the treaty which ſhe has concluded in 
ſuch haſte with France. Thoſe two powers never 
can agree long; and when they come to quarrel, it 
is eaſy to foreſee which will have the better of it. 


She will then call in vain upon her old allies, who 


will probably not be able, and perhaps not willing, 
to aſſt her. Adieu, mon ami. 


believe my brother is with you now; if fo, pray 
tell him that I writ to him by the laſt poſt 


ke 


LET- 
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LETTER CVIIL. 


TO THE SAME. 


| | ; Blackheath, Sept. 16, 17 55. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

T is true, I have been long ſilent with regard to 
1 you: but it is as true too, that when I am fo, it 
is becauſe I am unable to be otherwiſe. I have not 
wrote at all, I have ſpoke little, and I have thought 
leſs, for theſe laſt three months; the frequency of 
the attacks in my head and ſtomach gave me no 
time to recover from the weakneſs, languor, and dil- 
piritedneſs, which they always leave behind them; 
and 1 am, at this moment, little ſtronger than I was 
ſixty-one years ago, that is at one year old, All theſe 
complicated ills, however, have not, I thank God, 
given me one moment's melancholy ; and though in 


a manner they deprive me of exiſtence, they do not 


deprive me of my natural tranquillity of temper, nor 
of my acquired philoſophy. So mach, and too 
much, pour cette guenille de corps, (lor this inſigni- 
ficaut body.) 

Sir William Stanhope has given me very good ac- 
counts of my god- ſon, and of la bonne chere de Photet 


Dayrolles; and I knew enough of both before to os 


him intire credit. 
Here is a fire lighted up in Germany, hich, I am 


perſuaded, I ſhall not live to fee extinguiſhed; but 


of which the effects muſt, in the mean time, be 
dreadtul to England, coniidering our congection with, 
and our tendernels for, certain poſſeſſions in the ſcene 

833 of 
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well knowing the part you take in whatever good or 


190 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
of action. The queen of Hungary will, I am con- 
vinced, repent of her envie de femme groſſe (longing) 
for Sileſia, and her child may probably be marked 
with it. France will finally reap all the benefit of 
this new and unnatural alliance, and make a ſecond 
treaty of Weſtphalia more prejudicial to the houſe 
of Auſtria than the firſt. But I leave theſe matters 


to be conſidered by better heads than mine. My 


heart 1s the only part worth hanging, that is now 
left me; and, while that beats, you will have a good 
part of it, for I am moft truly and affeQtionately 
yours, | 
[6 
Pray return my compliments and thanks to abbe 


Guaſco for his books, which I have read with 
great pleaſure and improvement. 


o *.Y 


LETTER CIX. 
TO THE SAME. 
Bath, Nov. 26, 1756. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


A S a good Chriſtian, I think one ſhould tell one's 
enemies of one's phyſical ills, to give them 


pleaſure; and as a good friend, conceal them from 


one's friends, not -to give them pain, Upon this 
principle, I have delayed writing to you till now, 


ill 
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ill happens to me. I had nothing good to tell you, 


but ains au contraire, and therefore I told you no- 


thing. But now I can acquaint you, that Jam ſome- 


thing betrer, and that I have regained a little ſtrength 
apd fleſh, of which I had neither when I came here 
1 month ago; but I (till want a great deal more of 
both, before I can cither perſuade myſelf or others 
of my exiſtence. I really believe that the undiſturbed 
quiet, which I have enjoyed here, and could not have 
at London cr Blackheath, has done me almoſt as 
much good as the waters, for which reaſon, though I 
ſhould not continue to drink them, I will continue 
here till the great hurly-burly at court is in fome 
degree over; for, as I am an impartial and very dif- 
intereſted ſpectator, engaged in no cabal or party, all 
the contending powers inſiſt upon telling me their 
own ſtory, though never with ſtrict truth, and then 
quote me with as little. I fay nothing to you of the 
late changes at court, which, to be ſure, you know 
as well as I do, and perhaps comprehend as little. 
There mult be ſome deſſous des cartes, ſome inviſible 
wheels within wheels, v vhich, at this diſtance, I can- 
not guels at. 5 NESS 0-0 #00 


In theſe ſtrange buſtles, I heartily pity the king, 


and the kingdom, who are both made the ſport of 
private intereſt and ambition. I moſt frequently 
and heartily congratulate and applaud myſelf, for hav- 
ing got out of that ga/2re, which has fince been fo. 
ridiculouſly toſſed, ſo ef fentially damaged, and is now 
ſinking. I now quietly behold the ſtorm from the 
ſhore, and ſhajl only be involved, but without parti- 
cular blame, in the common ruin. That moment, 
581510 | you 
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you perceive, if you combine all circumſtances, cannot 
be very remote. On the contrary, it is ſo near, that, 
were Machiavel at the head of our affairs, he could 
not retrieve them; and therefore it is very indifferent 
to me, what miniſter ſhall give us the laſt coup de 
. ©... VTV 
I believe you will not grudge the additional ſix- 
pence for the incloſed letter from king P. to king 
G.: it has ſince been printed and cryed about the 


ſtreets, It is lord Bath's. Adieu, my dear friend. 


Yours, 


C. 


L RTT ER CK; 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 28, 1757. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, : 


HAVE been too long i in your debt : but the true 

reaſon has been, that I had no ſpecie to pay you 
in; and what I give you even now does not amount 
to a penny in the pound. Public matters have been 
long, and are ſtill, too undecypherable for me to un- 
defftand, conſequently to relate. Fox, out of place, 
takes the lead in the houſe of commons; Pitt, ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, declares that he is no miniſter, and has 
no miniſterial influence. The duke of Newcaſtle and 
lord Hardwicke lye by, and declare themſelves for 


neuter” . Byng is reprieved for 2 fortnight 
what 


. - 


7 
10 HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. CIX. cx. 103 


what will become of him at laſt, God knows: for the 
late admiralty want to ſhoot him, to excuſe them- 
ſelves; and the preſent admiralty want to ſave him, 
in order to lay the blame upon their predeceſſors. 


[4 = 


ꝶkE p . SS 

The fright, that your friend Mr. Van-haaren has put 
the Dutch into, by telling them the French army is in- 
tended for Cleves and Gueldres, is a moſt idle alarm. 
They are not of importance enough to be in danger; 
nobody thinks of them now. Hanover is evidently the 
object, and the only rational one, of the operations of 
the French army; not as Hanover, but belonging to the 
king of England, and that electorate is to be a reply 
to the preſent ſtate of Saxony. The fields of Bo- 
hemia and Moravia will become Golgothas, or fields 
of blood, this year; for probably an hundred thou— 
ſand human creatures will periſh there this year, for 
the quarrel of two individuals. The king of Pruſſia 


will, I ſuppoſe, ſeek for battle, in which, I think, he 
will be victorious. The Auſtrians will, I ſuppoſe, 


avoid it if they can, and endeavour to deſtroy his 
armies, as they did the French ones in the laſt war, 
by harraſſing, intercepting convoys, killing ſtragglers, 
and all the feats of their irregulars. Theſe are my 
political dreams, or prophecies, for perhaps they do 
not deſerve the name of reaſonings. 

The Bath did me more good than I thought any 
thing could do me; but all that good does not 
amount to what builders call half. repairs, and only 
keeps up the ſhattered fabrig a little longer than it 
would have ſtood without them : but rake my word 


for it, it will ſtand but a very little while longer. I 
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— 
— 
— 
- —— — — — — 
— — — — 
* 


am now in my grand climacteric, and ſhall not com- 
pleat it. Fontenelle's laſt words at a hundred were, 
Fe ſcuſtre d'ttre( a) © (I feel the pain of being.) Deaf 
and infirm as I am, I can with truth fay the ſame thing 
at lixty three. In my mind, it is only the ſtrength 
of our paſſions, and the weakneſs of our reaſon, that 
make us ſo fond of life; but, when the former ſub- 
fide and give way to the latter, we grow weary of 
being, and willing to withdraw. I do not recom- 
mend this train of ſerious reflections to you, nor 


ought you to adopt them. Our ages, our fituations, 


are widely different. You have children to educate 
and provide for, you have all your ſenſes, and can en- 


joy all the comforts both of domeſtic and ſocial life. 


I am in every ſenſe iſole, and have wound up all my 


(a) Lord Cheſterfield wrote this but fix weeks after the death of 
Fontenelle ; but, as his information of that celebrated Frenchman' 8 
obſervation on his own death is imperiect, the readers will not be 


diſpleaſed to find here a more accurate, as well as fuller, acconat of 


his dying words, given us by his countryman M. le Cat in his eulogy 
of that great man: © His end was the laſt period of a machine, fet- 
« tled by the laws of nature. His death was not preceded by any 
& ſickneſs; nine days V1 AN it happened, he perceived a conſidera- 
© ble diminution in his ſtrength, and prepared for his diſſolution by 
« perf,rming the duties of an honelt man and a chriſtian. It 
« proved, nnn ich flower than he expected, which made him 
6 ſay three days betore his laſt: I did not think 7 ſhould haue made 
& /o much ad» about dying, He continued a philoſopher to the laſt, 
& and preſerved the tw!l enjoyment of all his faculties. He reflected 
% upon his own ſituation, juſt as he would have done upon that of 
« another man, and ſeemed to be obſerving a phænomenon. Draw- 


ing very near h's end, he faid, is is the firſt death ] have ever ſcen; 


« and his phyfician having afzed him, whether he was in pain, or 
6 what be felt; his anſwer was, J feel nothing but a difficulty of exiſt- 
& ing, (Je ne {ens autre choſe qu'une difficultè d'etre.) 


bottoms 


. * 


bottoms; 1 may now walk off quietly, neither miſſing 
nor being miſſed. Till when, 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD: 


LETTER CXL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 16, 1757. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


HE books, which my confrere Vabbes' Guaſco 
has ſent from Paris to comte Cobenzel, and he 
to you, are the laſt volumes of the Mimoires of Paca- 
demie des belles lettres, of which, as you know, I have 


the honor to be an unworthy member. Thoſe me- 


moires are our annual perquiſites, and they are really 
not only very entertaining, but very inſtructive books. 
However, I am in no manner of haſte; fo pray keep 
them for me, till, without trouble to yourſelf, or any 
body elſe, you find a convenient opportunity of ſend- 
ing them to me. Pray make my compliments and 
excule to comte Cobenzel, for the trouble he has had 
about them, | 

I returned the laſt week from the Bath, where I had 
run for a fortnight only, more for the ſake of journey- 
ing, which always does me good, than drinking the 
waters, though they always do me ſome ; and both 
together have now made me as well as I ever expect 
to be, and better than probably I commonly ſhall be. 
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But this my preſent ſtate is at beſt an intermediate 
ſtate between health and illneſs, with which my phi- 
loſophy makes me content. 

Our public ſituation of affairs is naw perhaps more 
ridiculous and unaccountable than ever; for thoſe 
who would form themſelves into an adminiſtration, 
cannot. Two poſts, which were once thought con- 
ſiderable ones, which uſed to be ſollicited by many, 
and withed for by more, I mean thoſe of ſecretary of 
ſtate, and chancellor of the exchequer, have been pro- 
fered about to a degree of proſtitution, and yet re- 
fuſed. The late poſſeſſors of them were moſt im- 
prudently turned out, before the end of the ſeſſion, 
and are thereby become not only the moſt, but per- 
haps the only two, popular men now in this king- 
dom. * 7 * I IO. LY. FOE. HO. 8 
Where all this confuſion will end, God only knows : 
but, for a while at leaſt, I believe it will. center in 
Fox, who, at the end of the ſeſſion, will, -I preſume, 
be the firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury, and chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. In that caſe, the duke of 
Newcaſtle and his friends will probably join with 
Mr. Pitt and his, who united will make a ſtrength 
that the new miniſtry will not be able to withſtand. 
Ainfi va le monde. (This is the way of the world.) 

This would be the right ſeaſon for you, to carry 
your children to the Hague, to be inoculated, and 2 


very proper one allo, I ſhould think, for you to aſk 


leave to go there, as you cannot have any buſineſs 


now at Bruſſels. I look upon inoculation to be ſo 


uſeful and neceſſary a preventive, that I would not 


delay it one hour, I do not, at the ſame time, recom- 


. 4 mend 
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mend to you to be inoculated yourſelf, though you 
have never had the ſmall-pox, becauſe at your time 
of life, perhaps, it may not be quite ſo ſafe. My 
compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles and Co. and fo we 


heartily bid you good night. 


LETTER CXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, July 4, 1757. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 
1 HAVE been ſome time in your debt. The reaſon 
- of it was, that I waited from week to week, to 
inform you what miniſtry ſhould be finally ſettled, 
for there was one to be ſettled every week, for theſe 
laſt three months. Sometimes the duke of Newcaftle 
and Co. were to make up matters with. Fox and Co. : 
then that plan failed, Then Pitt and Co. were to 
Join with Newcaſtle and Co.: and that broke off. 
At laſt, after many negotiations, breakings-off, and 
reconciliations, things are at laſt fixed, as it is called, 
in the manner you ſee in the news- papers. About 
three weeks ago, Fox was in a manner declared the 
miniſter, to the excluſion of the duke of Newcaltle- 
and Pitt, and the ſeals of the chancellorſhip of the 
exchequer were to have been given him the next day. 
Upon this, Holderneſſe reſigned, the duke of Rut- 
land and ſome others declared their intentions of fol- 
lowing his example, and many refuſed the places that 
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198 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S-LETTERS 
were offered them by Fox, as the firſt miniſter for 
thoſe two or three days. Upon theſe diſcourage- 
ments, Fox went to the king, and told him, that it 
was impoſſible for him, in ſuch a ſituation, to un- 
dertake the management of affairs. The king here- 


upon, though very unwillingly, ſent for the duke of 


Newcaſtle again, and at laſt, after a thouſand dif- 
ficulties, things are as you have ſeen them, by laſt 
poſt, in the news. papers. % % 

Theſe are only the outlines of what has paſſed: 
the details would fill reams of paper, which you would 
not have time to read, nor I to write, 

Whoever is in, or whoever is out, I am ſure we are 
undone, both at home and abroad ; at home, by our 
increaſing debt and expences; abroad by our ill luck 
and incapacity. The king of Pruſſia, the only ally 
we had in the world, is now, I fear, hors de combat. 
Hanover I look upon to be, by this time, in the ſame 
Atuation with Saxony; the fatal conſequence of which 
is but too obvious. The French are maſters to do 
what. they pleaſe in America. We are no longer a 


nation. I never yet ſaw ſo dreadful a proſpect (a). 


As. Colloredo (b).and Zöhrn (c) are recalled from 
hence, without. taking leave, I ſuppoſe you will re- 
ceive the-ſame orders from- hence; which muſt be 
very inconvenient to ou. * * # * * 


(a) Subſiſting only in the noble writer's imagination, which was 
rendered ſomewhat gloomy by his own nee ax ſituation, and his 
{feelings for his country. 


(5) The envoy and miniſter plenipotEntiary from the Imperial to 
the Britiſh court, | 


(e) Secretary of embaſly from the fine court, | 
5 Jam 
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Tam rather in a better ſtate than I have been in for 

ſome time paſt ; and, as a proof of it, I went poſt 
thirty miles beyond York, to make a vilit of four days 
oaly to fir Charles Hotham, and was. back here, at 
my hermitage, the eleventh day. However, you muſt 
not judge from this, that J have recovered my health 
and ſtrength of ſeven years ago; but only that I am 
a leſs miſerable and unealy being to myſelf, than I 
have been theſe laſt two years. If my body will but 
let me alone, while it laſts, I am ſatisfied ; for my 
mind I am ſure will, Adieu, my dear friend, 


Yours, 


LEI IT RN En 
TO THE SAME, 


Blackheath, Aug. 15, 1757. 
DEAR DATROLLES, 


1 HAVE this moment received your letter, and am, 


as you will eaſily believe, much concerned at your 
preſent ſituation, and the more ſo, as I know that no 
man in Europe has a quicker ſenſe of diſtreſſes than 
you have. This occurs to me, though problematically, 
to prevent ſome of the inconveniencies you mention. 
Why ſhould you not ſtay at the Hague, till Mrs. 


Dayrolles is brought to bed, and in the mean time 


have your children inoculated by the profeffor ? 
Beſides, as the war muſt ſoon now be at an end, for 
it is evident that neither we, nor our only ally the 
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20 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
king of Pruſſia, can carry it on three months longer ; 
perhaps you may have a better chance of recoyering 
your old employment, or of getting ſome other of that 
ſort, by being ready on the other ſide of the water 
than on this, All that I can do, you are ſure that I 
will do. I will ſpeak ſtrongly to his grace ; but whe- 
ther he can ſerve you, or who can, is much above my 
ſkill to diſcover ; for, in the preſent unaccountable 
ſtate of our domeſtic affairs, no man knows, who is 
miniſter, and who not. We inquire here, as the old 
woman at Amſterdam did long ago, os demeure le 
ſouverain ? (where does the ſovereign live?) 
In my retirement, and with my deafneſs, and other 
infirmities, I am uſeleſs to you, and to every body 
elſe ; but in my lentiments, l am not the leſs warmly 
and faithfully, pls 

Yours, 


C. 


I. ET TER CXIV, 
Ta THE SAME, 


Bath, Dec. 10, 71757. 


PASS over lightly ho arrival of the young lady, 
to congratulate you very heartily upon Mrs, 


; Day rolles's recovery from pain and danger. My 


compliments to her thereupon. 

I am glad that Keith goes ſoon to Ruſſia ; he will 
| execute his orders, [ believe, faithfully, but L wiſh we 
had 


9 as fa eta] a 
2 6 , . * 
$.<F > 4 1 * 
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had ſomebody there, who could occaſionally ſoften, 
or invigorate, his inſtructions, venture to take ſome- 
thing upon himſelf, inſinuate rather than propoſe, 
and according to occurrences ſay more or leſs than 


he thinks; but where is this man? Iam ſureI do 


not know him, I wiſh the king of Pruſſia could and 


would ſend a very able fellow, who belongs to him, 


incognito to Peterſburg. It is one Cagnoni, who is 
well acquainted with that court, and is, I believe, the 
ableſt, and moſt dextrous, agent for that ſort of work 


in Europe. We may flatter ourſelves as much as 


we pleaſe, and be in ſilly high ſpirits upon trifling 
fortunate events; but if we cannot break the al- 
liance, that now ſubſiſts againſt us, we muſt be finally 
undone ; and that is as. demonſtrable, as it is that 


three are more than one. O, but now we have hopes 


of Denmark; ſuch hopes, I ſuppole, as we had very 
lately of Spain, with whom we never were worſe than 
at that very moment. But take my word for it, you 
will not get Denmark. Que diable feroit notre gendre 
dans cette galore? (Why ſhould our ſon-in-law (a) 
interfere in this quarrel?) Will he renounce the 


French ſubſidies, which he now enjoys gratis and 


quietly, and thruſt himſelf in, between Ruſſia and 
Sweden, to be cruſhed by both? Are we in a ſitua- 
tion to invite or tempt foreign powers to embark in 
our wretched bottom? Surely not. They are per- 
haps not convinced that we have heads to contrive; 
but they are very ſure, by experience, that we have 


(a) The king of Denmark. This lord Cheſterfield took from 
Moliere's Lourberies de Scapin. ververal of this inimitable author's 


ſeutences are become proverbs, 
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no hands to execute... „ „ #* + # 
They know our debt, and they know our expence. 
Bernſdorf (b) ne Hy laiſſera pas prendre. (Bernſdorf is 
not to be taken in.) Our prince of Brunſwick will, 
I believe, have the advantage in the firſt blow, and 
then how glad we ſhall be, in what ſpirits! The 
poſt afterwards will bring an account of Hanover's 
being put to fire and ſword; and then how ſorry, 
bow dejected we ſhall be! “T * * „ # =* 

His grace of Bedford ſeems to paſs his time but in- 


differently in Ireland. Our news-mongers here recal 


him from Ireland, and make him tord-ſteward, 
which by the way, I dare ſay, he will not accept of. 
They fend lord Holderneſſe in his room to Ireland, 
where, if he does go, the Lord have mercy upon 
him! for that machine is falling to pieces, tet who 
will go. Then they make lord Halifax fecretary of 
ſtate in his ftead, and Dupplin firſt lord of trade. 
Whether this, or but half on't, or none on't, be true, 
T little either know or care. I am but a paſſenger, 
and ſo near my journey's end, that I am very little 
inquiſitioe about the remainder of it. 

I am very anwell, but not worſe than when I wrote 
to you laſt, This I am ſure, I am, 2 


Yours, 
C. 


* * 


P. S. This moment I have received the news of 
the king of Pruſſia's farther ſucceſſes. I am very 
glad of them, but calmly ſo; whereas I am ſure they 

will make many, I might ſay moſt, people drunk, 


(5) The prime miniſter of Denmark. 


and 


— ** 
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and mad with joy. But the great alliance ſtill ſub- 


ſiſts, and that is the object that I have always in my 


mind. I have alſo this morning received a letter from 
the reſident at Hambourg (a), in which he tells me, 
that he has reaſon to believe that he ſhall be ſoon ordered 
to return here, to attend this ſeſſion of parliament, I 
hope he is miſinformed; for, in the firlt place, I ſee 
no probability that his ſingle vote can be wanted, as 
the vigorous proſecution of the war, the king of 
Pruſſia for ever, and down with the French, makes all 
that mob as unanimous as any bear-garden mob what- 
ſoever. In the next place, it would take the boy 
from his trade, which he has but begun to learn, and 
ſeems to apply himſelf to, to be ſauntering about the 
ſtreets of London, with all our young faintans. Pray, 
therefore, loſe no time in ſolliciting the duke of New- 
caſtle and lord Holderneſſe, in my name, that he 
may not be ſent for over this year, unleſs there 
ſhould be ſuch an abſolute neceſſity for one ſingle 
vote, as I am ſure I cannot, and as I believe they do 
not, foreſee. I ſhould be very glad hereafter, to 
have him find favour in his with of life ; but 4 


would firſt have him deſerve it by his diligence and 


abilities. This winter's interruption of his buſineſs 
would put him at leaſt three or four years back, 
Therefore again, with my beſt compliments to the 


duke of Newcattle and lord Holderneſſe, tell them 


that I earneſtly beg it as a favour of them, that he 


may not return, this year at leaſt, without a molt ab- 


folute neceſlity. 


CG 


(a) His fon Mr. Stanhope, then member of + parlamen tor Leſkard 
in Cornwall, 
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LETTER CXV. 
TO THE SAME, 


Bath, Dec. 20, 1757, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


* * ® + * I am afraid till, as I told you in 
a former, ot the conſequences of the king of Pruſſia's 
paſſionate deſire of taking Breſlaw, not only for the 
ſake of recovering his capital of Sileſia, but of taking 
prince Charles Daun, and the numerous Auſtrian 
garriſon z exactly the caſe of Prague. As to our 
final ſucceſs upon the whole of the war, I abſolutely 
deſpair of it, and I think it muſt neceſſarily end 
both diſgracefully and diſadvantageouſly for us. 
Were my three ſchemes executed, as I am morally 
ſure they might be, our terms of peace would be 
ſomething better. I hope we ſhall no longer be 
frightened out of our wits with the never-intended 
French invaſion of this country, which has been hi- 
therto puffed by, I know who, and I know why, 
and has crippled all our operations abroad. Is lord 
Loudon recalled, as the news-papers ſay? For my 
part, ſince he is there, I would rather continue him, 
and ſend him poſitive and unequivocal orders what 
to do, than ſend a new man, who might perhaps get 
there too late, and might then, if a backward one, 
plauſibly. plead his ignorance of the ſtate of thoſe 
affairs, and do nothing at all. * „ Xx * * 
Adieu, my friend. 
Fi, Yours, 


C. 
ILE. 
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LETTER CXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Chriſtmas-day, 1757. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 

FT HAVE, this moment, received your letter. I 
firmly believe the king of Pruſſia's victory at 

Liſſa; the account of it, to, and from, the two 

Mitchels *, muſt, I think upon the whole, be true, 

though perhaps magnified in particular parts. I am 


very glad of it; but ſoberly ſo, for, to give me joy, 
I muſt have a great deal more. If there has been a 


battle in the electorate, I will venture to propheſy 
that thoſe who attacked got the better; for I ſup- 
poſe that monſieur de Richlieu would be wiſe enough 
not to riſk a battle without a great ſuperiority, and 
in that caſe, if he attacked, I fear we ſhall be beaten; 
but if he found himſelf in a ſituation, in which he 
could not avoid a battle, and that we attacked him, 
I think we ſhall beat him. Rut, if we do, ſtill mark 
the end on't. 

The more I think over the three plans mentioned 
in my laſt, the more I think them both neceſſary and 
practicable. This, at leaft, I am ſure of, that they 
are our laſt convulſive ſtruggles, for at this rate we 
cannot poſſibly live throvgh the year 1759. Nous 
Jouons de notre reſte, and therefore ſhould puſh it, 4 


(a) Sir Andrew Mitchel, the Britiſh envoy to the Pruſſian court; 
and Mr. Michel, for many years refident from the king of Pruſſia 
in London. 6 He | | | 


* 


toule 
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toute outrance. (This being our laſt ſtroke ſhould be 
a deſperate one.) 

As for the houſe of KEY Landy ay with truth, 

what can I do in that numerous aſſembly, who can- 

not enjoy the company of three or four friends by 
the chimney-corner, or round a table? Can I, or 
ſhould I ſpeak, when I cannot reply? No: quiet is 
both my choice and my lot. The will muſt now 
ſtand for the deed; I ſhall ſincerely wiſh well to my 
ſpecies, to my country, and to my friends, but can 
ſerve none of them. What little offices I can do in 
private life, I will to my power. 

This is the ſeaſon of compliments, conſequently of 
lyes : I will therefore make you none at ſuch a ſuſpi- 
cious time, You know, I love you, Mrs. Dayrolles, 
and all who belong to you both: gueſs the reſt, 

Yours, faithfully, 1 


LETTER CXVIL 
TO THE SAME. 


NE Blackheath, June 10, 1763. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, . 
Heartily congratulate you upon your gout, it is a 
certain cure for all your other complaints. Alt is 
a proof of preſent riches, and a certain pledge of 
their future increaſe.— It is a ſign of long life, for it 
is well known that every man lives juſt as long after 
the firſt fit of the gout, as he had done before it. 
1 Though 
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Though this fit has been a very ſlight and ſhort 
one, it is, however, an earneſt of frequent and be- 
neficial returns of it. 
It is a grant of health for life, not in the power 
of kings and courts to give or take away, and there- 
fore more valuable than all the places and reverſions 
which his majeſty has been pleaſed to grant lately to 
ſo many of his faithful ſubjects. 
As an introduction to this laſt favour, it pleaſed 
heaven to.grant you previouſly a great ſhare of ex- 


emplary patience, to enable you to make a right uſe 


of it. 

But after all, if compariſon leſſens calamities, and 
that you ſhould grumble a little at ſome trifling 
ſhootings and throbbings in your foot, any lady can 
aſſure you, that they are nothing when compared to 
the pangs of child-bearing, 

\ God bleſs you and Co. very ſeriouſly ; for I am 
very ſeriouſly and ſincerely 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LETTER cxvm. 
TO THE SAME. 


AI Sept. 10, 1772. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

KN OW, by long experience of your friendſhip, 
that you will not grudge in a manner any trouble 
that I may deſire of you, that can either be of uſe or 
pleaſure to me. My -preſent requeſt to you is of 
that kind. | . | 
I have had ſeveral letters from the boy (a) ſince 
he has been abroad, and hitherto all ſeems to go very 
well. But I am too old to truſt to appearances, and 
therefore I will beg of you to write to Mr. D'Eyver- 
dun (b), and deſire him to ſend you a letter concern- 
ing every thing good or bad about him. You muſt 
be ſenſible of the great importance which it is of for 
me, to be thoroughly informed of his faults as well 


as of his perfections; and this is, if not the only 


one, I am ſure the beſt, method of my knowing 
them really and truly. I am rather better than I 
was when you ſaw me laſt, but indeed very little, 
and extreamly weak. I hope you and tutti quanti are 


in a better plight. My compliments to them all, 


and believe me to be, what I ſincerely am, 
Your faithful friend, 


and very humble ſervant, 


C ESTERFIELD. 
ſa) The preſent earl of Cheſterfield, 


A Swiſs gentleman, of great merit, to whom the care of the 
young man was intruſted by our earl, during bis firſt travels, 
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ER TT ER: CxS. | 


TO THE AM. 


Blackheath, Sept. 17, 1772. 
D EAR DAYROLLES, 

AC KNOWLEDGE my blunder; for how ſhould 
A the boy and monſieur D'Eyverdun have commu— 
nicated to you their direction without inſpiration 
which, though you are a very devout man, I don't 
believe has been granted you. The dired ion is very 
ſhort ; To monſieur D*Eyverdun at Leipſig; and I 
1 ſend all my letters by the common poſt, and not one 
= of them has miſcarried. 
þ I am very angry at the return of Mrs. Dayrolles's 
old complaint, eſpecially as ſhe 1s out of the call of 
doctor Warren; but I am glad to hear, that your 
olive-branches are all well. Good night to you. 
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Yours, molt faithfully and ſincerely, 


| CHESTERFIELD, © 
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LET TEN CEE 


TO THE SAME. 


| Blackheath, Sept. 24, 1772. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
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HAVE juſt now received your letter, and like- 
wiſe the copy of that which, at my requeſt, you 
wrote to * *. I think it muſt have its effect. 
I am extremely ſorry for Mrs. Dayrolles's ſituation, 
but I am a little in her caſe; for it is now four 
months ſince I have been labouring under a diarrhcea, 
which our common doctor Warren has not been able 
to cure. To be nearer him, and all other helps, I 
ſhall ſettle in town this day ſe'nnight, which is the 
beſt place for ſick people, or well people, to reſide 
at, for health, buſineſs, or pleaſure. God bleſs 
you all, 
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LETTER E. 


To Sir THomas ROBINSON Bart. 


Blackheath, Oct. 13, 1756. 
8IR, | 


HAT can a hermit ſend you from hence, in 

return for your entertaining letter, but his 

thanks? I ſee nobody here by choice, and I hear no- 
| body 

This and the two following-detached letters are fallen into my 


hands: however unconnected with the former, they are here in- 
5 ſerted, 
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body by neceſſity. As for the contemplations of a 
deaf, ſolitary, ſick man, I am ſure they cannot be en- 
tertaining to a man in health and ſpirits, as I hope 
you are. Since I ſaw you I have had not one hour's 
health, the returns of my vertigos and ſubſequent 
weakneſſes and languors grow both ſtronger and 
more frequent, and, in ſhort, I exiſt to no one good 
purpoſe of life; and therefore do not care how ſoon 
ſo uſeleſs and tireſome an exiſtence ceaſes entirely. 
This wretched ſituation makes me read with the ut- 
moſt coolneſs and indifference the accounts in the 
news-papers, for they are my only informers now you 
are gone, of wars abroad, and changes at home, I 
wiſh well to my ſpecies in general, and to my coun- 
try in particular ; and therefore lament the havock 
that is already made, and likely to be made, of the 
former, and the inevitable ruin which I ſee approach- 
ing by great ſtrides to the latter: but, I confeſs, thoſe 
ſenſations are not ſo quick in me now as formerly; 
long illneſs blunts them, as well as others; and per- 
haps too, ſelf-love being now out of the caſe, I do not 
feel ſo ſenſibly for others, as I ſhould do, if that 
were more concerned. This I know is wrong, but! 
fear it is nature. 


ſerted, as, I flatter myſelf, every genuine piece of the noble author 
will prove acceptable to my readers. 

J have been informed that an intimate acquaintance ſubfiſted be- 
tween the writer of the following letters, and the - gentleman to 
whom they are addreſſed, for above half a century, which gave riſe 
to a very voluminous correſpondence. Should theſe letters, toge- 
ther with the anſwers, that have been carefully preſerved, ever ap- 
pear in print, as poſſibly they may, they mutt prove an agreeable 


literary acquiſition, and furniſh a very ſtriking aud progreſſive pic- 
ture of modern times. 
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Since you are your own fteward, do not cheat your- 
felf, for I have known many a man loſe more by 
being his own ſteward, than he would have been rob- 
bed of by any other : tenants are always too hard for 
landlords, eſpecially fuch landlords as think they un- 
derſtand thoſe matters and do not, which, with ſub- 
miſſion, may poſſily be your caſe. 

go next week to the Bath by orders of the ſkilful, 
which I obey becauſe all places are alike to me; 
otherwiſe, I expe& no advantage from it. But in all 


Place s I ſhall be moſt faithfully 


Yours, 


EBT TIN A. 


Bath, Jan. 15, 1757. 


ECEIVE D of fir Thomas Robinſon baro- 
net, two letters, the one bearing date the 1oth, 
the other the 13th, of this preſent month, both con- 
taining great information and amuſement, for which 
1 promiſe to pay at fight my ſincereſt thanks and 
acknowledgments: witneſs my hand. 


CHESTERFIELD. 


This 
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This promiſing note is all that, in my preſent ſtate 
of ignorance and dullneſs, I can offer you; for pay, 
I cannot. The attempt upon the king of France 
was undoubtedly the reſult of religious enthuſiaſm : 
for civil enthuſiaſm often draws the ſword, but ſel- 
dom the dagger. The latter ſeems ſacred to eccle- 
ſiaſtical purpoſes; it muſt have a great effect upon 
kim one way or other, according as fear or reſent- 
ment may operate. In the former caſe he will turn 
bigot, which is the molt likely. I the latter he 
would turn man, which I do not take to be eaſy for 
him. In either caſe, the prieſthood or the parlia- 
ment muſt be deſperate. And with all my heart. 

am impatient to read ſome of the 209 letters ad- 
dreſſed to your humble ſervant, under the name of 
Fitz Adam; for God forbid that I ſhould read them 
_ | 
Though Archibald Bower, eſq; has uſed a great 
deal of paper, he has not, in my opinion, wiped him- 
ſelf clean ; a noble friend of ours loves ſudden and 
extraordinary converſions; but, for my part, I am 
very apt to ſuſpect them. 

I ſhall ſo ſoon have the pleaſure of ſeeing you in 
nerſon, that I will ſpare you upon paper, and only 
aſſure you, en attendant mieux, that I am moſt faith- 
fully 
Yours, 


C. 


P3  LEF- 
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E.ERETT-E AR CER 


TO THE SAME; 


Bath, Nov. 30, 1767. 
, 


1 CANNOT conceive why you will not allow | 


your letter to have been a news- letter; I am ſure 
I received it as ſuch, and a very welcome one too. 
However, I am glad you do not reckon it one, for 
that makes me expect another very ſoon, according 
to a good cuſtom, which I hope you will not break 
through now. 

I aſk no politics, they are both above and below 
me. I have quite loſt the clue to them, and ſhould 
only bewilder myſelf, if I were to put my head into 
that labyrinth. The three great ſtrokes of lord 
I approve of. The incloſure of the king's foreſts, 
now an expence to the crown, and a great grievance 
to the country, will be an advantage to both, and I 
am aſtoniſhed 1t has not been done long ago; but 
for a general exciſe, it muſt change its name by act 
of parliament before it will go down with the people, 
who know names better than things. For aught ! 
know, if an act for a general exciſe were to be enti- 
tled an act for the better ſecuring the liberty and pro- 
perty of his majeſty's ſubjects, by repealing ſome of 
the moſt burthenſome cuſtom-houſe laws, it might 
be gladly received. 

The two great weddings you mention have ſup- 
plied the tawn with that ſort of converſation which 

3 is 
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is the fitteſt for them. Cuſtom, which governs much 
more than reaſon, has laid the tax of fooliſh expence 
upon young and rich couples, which is collected by 
foily. I do not entirely diſapprove of that ingenious 
gentleman, who has married ; he has ruſhed 
into the danger to avoid the apprehenſion, reflecting 
no doubt that, had he married any other woman of 


equal beauty, he muſt at all events have worn the 


faſhionable badge of diſtinction that he now does. 

I flatter myſelf that I am well with your brother, 
the primate of Ireland, who is here at preſent in per- 
fect health, and by much the fatteſt of the family. 
My brocher's fit I take to have been only ſuch a ver- 
tigo as I have had a thouſand times formerly, when, 
if I had not been ſupported by two people, I ſhould 
have fallen down. } have ſent him my preſcription, 
which, I am ſure, will relieve, if not cure him, if he 
will but follow it. 5 


Yours faithfully, 


C. 


LE T- 
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LETTER UM 
To Dr. CREYNE, of Bath *. 


» — — — o 
— —— — — 


0 London, April 20, 1742. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 


— 


— — 
— ũ — —⅛— 
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OUR inquiries and advice concerning my 

health are very pleaſing marks of your remem- 
brance and friendſhip; which, I aſſure you, I value 
as I ought. It is very true, I have, during theſe laſt 
three months, had frequent returns of my giddineſles, 
languors, and other nervous ſymptoms, for which 1 
have taken vomits ; the firſt did me good, the others 
rather diſagreed with me. It is the ſame with my 
diet ; ſometimes the loweſt agrees, at other times dil- 
agrees with me. In ſhort, after all the attention and 
obſervation I am capable of, I can hardly ſay what 
does me good, and what not. My conſtitution 
conforms itſelf ſo much to the faſhion of the times, 
that it changes almoſt daily its friends for 1ts ene- 
mies, and its enemies for its friends. Your alkaliſed 
mercury, and your Burgundy, have proved its two 
moſt conſtant friends. I take them both now, and 
with more advantage than any other medicine. I 
propoſe going to Spa as ſoon as the ſeaſon will per- 
mit, having really received great benefit by thoſe wa- 
ters laſt year; and I find my ſhattered tenement admits 

of but half repairs, and requires them annually, 
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* This letter 1s printed from a copy which was given me by 


the counteſs of Cheſterfield, oy Cheyne dicd ſoon after the date 
of this letter. 


The 
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The corpus ſanum, which you with me, will never 
be my lot; but the mens ſana J hope will be conti- 
nued to me, and then I ſhall better bear the infirmi- 
ties of the body, Hitherto, far from impairing my 
reaſon, they have only made me more reaſonable, by 
ſubduing the tumultuous and troubleſome paſſions, 
I enjoy my friends and my books as much as ever, 
and I ſeek for no other enjoyments; ſo that I am 
become a perfect philoſopher; but whether malgrs 
moi or no, I will not take upon me to determine, 
not being ſure that we do not owe more of our merit 
to accidents, than our pride and ſelf. love are willing 
to aſcribe to them 

I read with great pleaſure your book, which your 
bookſeller ſent me according to your directions. The 
phyſical part is extremely good, and the metaphyſical 
part may be ſo too, for what I know; and I believe 
it is; for, as I look upon all metaphyſics to be guels- 
work of imagination, I know no imagination likelier 
to hit upon the right than yours; and I will take 
your gueſs againſt any other metaphyſician's whatſo- 
ever. That part, which is founded upon knowledge 
and experience, I look upon as a work of public uti- 
lity; and for which, the preſent age and their poſte- 
rity may be obliged to you, if they will be pleaſed 
to follo it. | | 


THE END QF THE SECOND BOOK. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


2 I Z originals of the letters to the biſhop of Wa- 
terford were entruſted with me, by that venerable 


prelate, after he had "= me copies of all, made under 
bis eyes. 

The letter to Dr. Whitcombe, and that to the late 
Dr. Madden, are only printed from copies, for which I 
am indebted to the ſame benevolent friend. 

From him alſo I received the ix original letters to 
Thomas Prior, eſq; a man, whoſe philanthropy, and 
zealous attachment to the real intereſts of his country, 
were deſervedly applauded, and ſtrenuouſiy encouraged, by 
the earl of Cheſterfield. 

Moſt of the notes ſubjoined to theſe letters were ſent 
me by the biſhop of Waterford, and contain ſuch infor- 
mations as he alone could give. A few of my own 1 


have ventured to add, but only in caſes where ſome 


elucidation ſeemed requiſite, 

Sir Fohn Irwine, knight of the Bath, and com- 
mander in chief of his majeſty's forces in Ireland, was 
pleaſed to communicate ſuch of the letters from his noble 
friend as he judged worthy of the attention of the 


the general was either in England or abroad, yet, as 
moſt relate to Iriſh affairs, it was thought proper to 
inſert them in this book. 
The two letters from Dr. Sift to bord Cheſterfield, 
and one from his lordſhip to the Dean, though printed 


Cheſterficld's, in Hawkeſworth's collection of Dr. Switt's Letters. 
. à col. 


* = * - 2 4 
* oy > 0 * - 4 - * 2 
— ̃ N —⏑˙⁰Ü— ono rus co iba rn we we 


| I public. Though ſeveral of them were written while 


before *, were too remarkable to be detached from 


11 * Thoſe of the Dean, in his works, vol. XVI. 8vo.; lord 
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a collection, intended in a great meaſure to preſerve the 
orginal features of perſons, equally diſtinguiſhed by their 
bumour and their wit. 

TI am happy in the opportunity of terminating this 
volume by communicating to the public three letters from 
lord Cheſterfield to lord Stair, which were ſent to me in 
the moſt obliging manner by a perſon of diſtinfion in 
Scotland, whoſe name I am not at liberty to mention, but 
whom I defire to accept my public thanks for this favor. 
T hey are of ſuch a nature as to make me, and I truſt, 


every one of my readers, regret that there are ſo few of 
them, 


Lord 
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Lord CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS. 


LETTER-L 


To Dr. R. Crtnevix, Lord Biſhop of Waterford. 


T.ondon, Feb. 15, 1740. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 


FT LHANK you for both your letters. I would 


have acknowledged your former ſooner ; but 
partly buſineſs, and partly diſpiritedneſs, hindered 
me. 

We have both loſt a good friend in Scarborough 


nobody can replace him to me; I wiſh I could replace 
him to you; but, as things ſtand, I ſee no great 


hopes of it. 


As for the living of Southwark, I would not ad- 


viſe you to expect it; for- , I am perſuaded, will 
never let you have it. He carries his reſentment to 
the higheſt degree even againſt the memory of one, 
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224 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


who was but too long his friend, and too little a while 
his enemy. However, when it becomes vacant, I 
would have you renew your application for it. 


1 am, with great truth, 
Your ſincere friend, 


CuESTERFIELD. 


LETTER I. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Spa, July 4, N.S. 1741. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 
T was with real concern that I heard you were ill; 
and it is with equal truth that I hope this will 
find you perfectly recovered: that virtue, which 
makes you fit, and it may be willing, to die, makes 
thoſe who are acquainted with it, as I am, unwilling 
you ſhould; therefore take care of your health, and 
tet it not be affected by a too great ſenſibility of thoſe 
misfortunes that inſeparably attend our ſtate here. 
Do all you can to prevent them, but, when inevita- 
ble, bear them with reſolution ; this is the part I take 
with relation to my own health: I do all I can to 
retrieve and improve it; and if J acquire it, I will do 
all I can to preſerve it ; my bodily infirmities ſhall as 
| Iittle as poſſible affect my mind, and fo far at leaſt 1 
will leſſen the weight of them. 


Theſe 
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Theſe waters have already done me ſo much good, 


that I have reaſon to expect a great deal more from 


them; and I expect (till more benefit from paſſing my 
autumn afterwards in conſtant travelling through the 


ſouth of France: thus you ſee I anticipate eventually 


the good, which 1s at leaſt ſo much clear gain, let 
what will happen afterwards; do ſo too, dear doctor, 


and be as well, and as happy, as you are ſincerely 
wiſhed to be by 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTEX uk 


TO TAE AME. 


London, March 6, 1742. 
DEAR DOCTOR, | 


WILL not tell you that I am ſorry ſo your 
Southwark diſappointment *, becauſe, as the 


Iriſhman ſaid, I think you have got a laſs ; * con- 
ſidering the charge of removing, and the increaſe of 


* „ The Southwark diſappointment, which his lordſhip alludes 
* to, was my not getting the pariſh of S. Olave's, when it became 
« vacant, which had been promiſed me, upon his lordſhip's firſt 


coming from Holland, by fir Robert Walpole, on the recommen- 


„dation of lord Cheſterfield and lord Scarborough, On this pro- 


« miſe not being kept, the latter complained to the king himſelf, 


e and in a ſtrong manner, of the little regard which had been paid 
* to his recommendation in my favour.” 


| Letter from the bikop of Waterford, 
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225 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
your expence by living in London, I am fure you 
would have been no gainer by your preferment, and 
yet you would have been looked upon by the court 
as provided for. I need not tell you, I am ſure, how 
much I wiſh to be able to contribute to the advan- 


tageous change of your ſituation; but I am ſure too, 


that I cannot tell you when I ſhall ; for, till I can do 
it conſiſtently with my honor and confcience, I wilt 
not do it at all, and I know you do not defire Tſhould. 
The public has already aſſigned me different employ- 
ments, and among others that which vou mention 


but J have been offered none, I have aſked for none, 


and I will accept of none till I fee a little clearer into 
matters than I do at preſent: I have oppoſed mea- 
ſures not men, and the change of two or three men 
only is not a ſufficient pledge to me that meaſures 
will be changed; nay, rather an indication that they 
will not; and Jam ſure no employment whatſoever 
ſhall prevail with me to ſupport meaſures I have ſo 
juſtly oppoſed. A good conſcience is in my mind a 
better thing than the beſt employment, and I will 


not have the latter till I can keep it with the former: 
when that can be, I ſhall not decline a public life, 


though in truth, more inclined to a private one. You 


did very well to hinder your friend, Mr, Hutchins *, 


from taking a uſcleſs journey. I have heard a very 
good character of him, and ſhall be very glad to do 
for him when in my power; but he muſt: naturally 


ſuppoſe too, that I have ſome prior engagements to 


ſatisfy, and you will poſſibly think it but reaſonable 


9 Mr. Hutchins was a very worthy —_— benefined 1 in Lei- 
ceſterſnire, and a diſtant relation of his lordſhip, 


that 
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that you ſhould be my firſt care; at leaſt I think 
fo, for I am very faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


My compliments to Mrs. Chenevix. 


LETTER IV. 


TO THE SAME, 


London, Nov. 5 73. 
pkEAR DOCTOR, 


S this is a begging letter, I think I ſhould be- 


gin in the uſual ſtyle of -thoſe epiſtles, and tell 


you that paſt favours embolden me to aſk for new 
ones, and that your ale was ſo good that I wiſh you 


would ſend me a little more of it. By the time it 


laſted me, for I drank the laſt bottle yeſterday, you 
may judge, that I mean literally but a little more; 
and if you ſend me more than you did laſt time, it 
will only be ſpoiled before it is drunk. 

My brother John told me he left you at Notting- 


ham in perfect health, which I was extremely glad to 


hear, it being in my mind impoſſible for a man not 
to be happy with good health and a good conſcience 


like yours. Money may improve, but cannot make 
happineſs; and though I wiſh it would improve yours, 
yet, in the.mean time, I am convinced that there are 
many more people 1n this kingdom that have reaſon 
to envy your ſitustion, than to prefer theit own to it. 
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I have been of late a little out of order with a cold; 
but bleeding ſet me right, and | am in hopes of reſiſt- 
ing the winter tolerably, which is the trying ſcalon 
ro me. 

Alieu, dear doctor, divertiſſez-vous, il n'y a rien de 
tcl; and believe me moſt affectionately and faithfully, 

Yours, 


LET TER: V. 


TO THE SAME. 


Hague, March 12, N. S. 1745. 

PUT nothing at top of this letter, not knowing 

whether the familiar appellation of dear doctor 
would now become me ; becauſe I hope that; by the 
time you receive this letter, you will be, as it were, 
my lord of Clonfert. I have the pleaſure: of telling 
you, that I have this day recommended you to the 
king, for the biſhopric of that name, now vacant by 
the tranſlation. of its laſt biſhop to the ſee of Kil- 
dare. I hope my recommendation will not be refuſed, 
though I would not ſwear for it; therefore do not 
abſolutely depend upon your conſecration, and ſtay 
quietly where you are till you hear further from me. 
I afſure you, I expect few greater pleaſures: in the 
remainder of my life, than- that I now feel in reward- 
ing your long attachment to me; and, what I value 
ſtill more, your own merits and virtues. 
Yours ſincerely, 


of, 
LE T- 
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L. BT T E R VI. 
TO THE SAME. 


Hague, April 27, N. S. 1745. 
DEAR DOCTOR, | 


TOLD you, at firſt, not to reckon too much 
upon the ſucceſs of my recommendation; and 1 
have ſtill more reaſon to give you the ſame advice 
now, for it has met with great difficulties, merely as 
mine, and I am far from knowing yet how it will 
end. Pray, give no anſwer whatſoever to any body, 
that either writes or ſpeaks to you upon that ſubject, 
but leave it to me, for I make it my own affair; and 
you ſhall have either the biſhoprick of Clonfert, or 
a better thing, or elſe I will not be lord lieutenant. 
I hope to be in England in about a for:night, when 
this affair muſt and ſhall be brought to a deciſion *. 
Good-night to you, 


Tours, 


, 


. 
LET- 


When the king refuſed his conſent to the making me a biſhop, 
he directed lord Harrington, then ſecretary of ſtate, to acquaint 
lord Cheſterfield that he would comply with his application in 


favour of any one, except me. His lordſhip's anſwer was, that he 


would not continue lord lieutenant of Ireland, except I had the 


vacant biſhoprick. One of the reaſons given by his majeſty was, 


becauſe he was told I wrote political pamphl-ts againſt the admini- 
ſtration, which was abſolutely falſe; for I declare in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner, that I never wrote any pamphlet whatever; and 1 
further declare, that lord Cheſterfield never employed me to nego- 
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LETTER VI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Hague, May 12, N. S. 1745. 
MY GOOD LORD, | 


OW you are what I had poſitively declared 
you ſhould be, a biſhop ; but it is biſhop of 
Killaloe, not Clonfert, the latter refuſing the tranſla- 
tion. Killaloe, I am aſſured, is better. I heartily 
wiſh you joy, and could not refuſe myſelf that plea- 
ſure, though I am in the greateſt hurry imaginable, 
being upon my journey to Helvoet-Sluys for Eng- 
land. Adieu. 


Yours, 


C. 


riate for him any political tranſaction, though ſir Robert thought ſo, 
becauſe I uſed to go to his lordſhip every morning at eight o'clock, 
and had the honor to ſtay with him till he was drefled. In conſe- 
quence of this, I was informed upon the beſt authority, that a per- 
ſon uſed to follow me upon my going out of his lordſhip's houſe; 
and as I ſometimes went from lord Cheſterfield to lord Scarborough, 
ir Robert thought I carried meſſages from one to the other, which 
i never did. There was no occaſion for my doing it, as lord Scar- 
borough made no ſecret of his going to lord Cheſterficld; far I 


Have ſeen bim myſelf go from his lordſhip to fir Robert, they living 


oppoſite to each other, in St, James's Square. Another reaſon the 
king gave for his refuſal was, becauſe lord Scarborough had com- 
plained to him, with ſome warmth, of rhe little regard that had becn 
ſhewed to his recommendation in my favour, 

Perhaps another reaſon was, that his majeſty was glad to croſs his 
tordihip? s recommendation in my favour, knowing the great regard 
and affection he was · ſo good to have for me. 

From che biſhop of Warerford. 


S 


* 
1 » 
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LETT SE RY. 


TO THE SAME. 


en June 18, 1747. 
uv DEAR LORD, | | 
THAN K you for your letter and for your 
kind hiot, and am heartily glad to hear that you 
have made up your affair with your predecellor's 
widow. 1 
What becomes of your intended eſtabliſhment at 
Waterford for the reception of foreigners *? Does 
it go on? It would be of great advantage to the 
town, and a good example to others, How does 
Mr. Smith's linen manufacture flourih with you? 
If it proſpers, I ſhould think it would both invite 
and employ foreigners. I wiſh my country people, 
for I look upon myſelf as an Iriſhman ſtill, would 


but attend balf as much to thoſe uſeful objects, as 


they do to the glory of the militia and the purity of 
their claret. Drinking is a moſt beaſtly vice in every 
country, but it is really a ruinous one to Ireland: 
nine gentlemen in ten in Ireland are impoveriſhed by 
the great quantity of claret, which, from miſtaken 
notions of hoſpitality and dignity, they think it ne- 
ceſſary ſnould be drunk in their houſes; this expence 
leaves them no room to improve their eſtates, by 
proper indulgence upon proper conditions to their 
tenants, who muſt pay them to the full, and upon 


* That ſcheme, intended for the encouragement of French pro- 
teſlants, did not anſwer the expectation of thoſe who had formed it. 
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232 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
the very day, that they may pay their wine-mer- 


_ chants, 


There was a law, in one of the antient govern- 
ments, I have forgot which *, that empowered a man 
to kill his wife if ſhe ſmelt of wine. I moſt ſin- 
cerely wiſh that there were a law in Ireland, and 
better executed than moſt laws are, to empower the 
wives to kill their huſbands in the like caſe; it 
would promote ſobriety extremely, if the effects of 
conjugal affection were fully conſidered. 

Do you grow fat? Are Mrs. Chenevix and your 
children all well? Are you as chearful and as happy 
as your good conſcience ought to make you? I 
hope them all; for, upon my word, nobody loves 
and values you more than 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* Tt was that of the antient Romans: that law, indeed, did not 
ſubſiſt long in all its ſeverity ; but even when the ladies had ob- 
rained the permiſſion of drinking wine, they were puniſhed for 
abuſing that indulgence, and the wife of a ſenator having been 
convicted of drunkenneſs, was deprived of her marriage portion. 


LE T- 


e 
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LETT ERIK; 
TO THE SAME, 


1747 *. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


I AM very glad to hear of your ſafe arrival upon 


Iriſh ground, after your diſtreſſes upon the Iriſh 


ſeas : eſcapes always make people either much 
bolder or more timid than they were before z yours, 
I hope, will have the former of theſe effects, and 
encourage you rather to viſit your friends in Eng- 
land, 

I have been a country gentleman a great while, 
for me, that is; for I have now been a fortnight toge- 
ther at Blackheath, and ſtay three or four days 


longer. The furor hortenfis (garden-madneſs) has 


ſeized me, and my acre of ground here affords me 
more pleaſure than kingdoms do to kings; for my 
object is not to extend, but to enrich it. My gar- 
dener calls me, and I muſt obey. Be as well and as 


chearful as you can; and believe me moſt taithfully | 


and truly 
Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* This date is not in the hand of lord Cheſterfield ; and I ſuſpect 


it to be faulty. 
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LET TIER 
TO THE SAME. 


| Bath, March 1, 1748, 

MY DEAR LORD, 
I THANK you for your kind letter, by which I 

am glad to find that you approve of my reſigna- 
tion, and of my reſolution to enjoy the comforts of 
a private life: indeed, I had enough both of the 
pageantry and hurry of public life, to ſee their futi- 
lity, and I withdraw from them, wii conviva ſatur 
(as a ſatisfied gueſt), This conviction from experi- 
ence ſecured me from regret : thoſe who have only 
ſeen the gaudy outſide of great ſtations, languiſh for 
their hidden charms, which in my mind ſoon ſatiate 
after poſſeſſion &. 

I am very glad to hear that L ſhall have the plea- 
ſure of ſecing you and your family here this ſum- 
mer; I know that 1 cannot ſee a truer nor a warmer 
friend, which, I aſſure you, you may ſay too when 
you ſee me. I ſuppoſe that you will ſtop in your 
way in Nottinghamſhire to ſee your ſon, whom as 


you return you will probably = with you to 
Ireland. 


* When I-had the honor to ſee lord Cheſterfield, ſome time after 
his reſignation, one reaſon he told me why he was glad he had re- 
figned, was becauſe it was very difficult, in the public ſtation he 
was in, to be intirely tree from doing things that were not quite 
: tight. 

Biſhop of Waterford. 


I have 
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I have been here now a fortnight, and have found 
good by the waters, not that I had any great occa- 
fon for them ; but, to ſay the truth, I came here 
chiefly to be out of the way of being talked to, and 
talked of, while my reſignation was the only object 
of converſation in town. 


Adieu, my dear lord: I cannot tell you how 


ſincerely and affectionately I am 
Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER XL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 28, 1749. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


"HIS is to moſt people, and in moſt places, 

the ſeaſon of lies, dignified and diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of compliments; with me it is a ſeaſon 
of truth, when I aſſure you that I wiſh you, and all 
who belong to you, whatever you wiſh for yourſelves 
or for cach other, more particularly health, with 


which nobody need be unhappy. 


Though you would not tell me how ſoon, and 


how generouſly, you provided for Dr. Young's ion *, 


* I muſt obſerve here, that lord Cheſterkield never 1 
any one to the eccleſiaſtical preterments in my gift but Mr. Young. 
When he did, it was in the handſomeſt manner, by telling me 

twice in his letter, , Remembet that I do not recommend, but if 
« you approve of his character you will do a good- natured action.” 
Biſhop of Waterford. 

$ he 
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236 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


he did, and with all the profeſſions of gratitude which 
he owed you. I am as much obliged to you as he 
can be; I am glad that the young man has a good 
character, which you know I made a conditio fine qui 
non of my requeſt; and I hope that my recommen- 
dation interfered with no views of your own in favour 
of any other perſon. 

Lord Scarborough's picture will be finiſhed this 
week, and ſent to Mrs, Chenevix; I think it is very 
well done, and indeed ought to be by the time Barret 
has taken to do it in; but he has taken it into his 
head, and I cannot ſay that I have diſcouraged him, 
that a great painter ſhould allo be a poet; that the 
fame warmth of imagination equally forms both ; 
and conſequently, when I expect him to bring me 
home a very good copy of a picture, he frequently 
brings an execrable copy of verſes inſtead of it. The 
melon ſeeds ſhall go by the ſame opportunities of 
the picture and candleſticks, which I ſuppoſe will be 
time enough, ſince they are not to be ſown. till 
February. 85 

I have not yet been able to get the workmen out 
of my houſe in town; and ſhall have the pleaſure of 
their company ſome months longer. One would 
think that I liked them; for I am now full of them 
at Blackheath, where I am adding a gallery. I ne 
faut jamais faire les ſottiſes d 954 (Fooliſh things 


ſhould never be done by halves.) I am, my dear 
lord, | 


Moſt faithfully yours, 


— 


CHESTERFIELD. - 


-LET-< 
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a ETTER XI 


TO THE SAME. 


| | November 30, 1758. 

MY DEAR LORD, | | 

Y reproach by Dr. Thomas, I inſiſt upon it, 
was a very juſt one, and your excule a very 
lame one: indifferent as I am grown about moſt 
things, you could not ſuppoſe that I was become fo, 
where the health and happineſs of you and your 
family were concerned; on the contrary, I find, 
that in proportion as one renounces public, one 
grows more fenſible to private, focial cares. My 
circle, thank God, is fo much contracted, that my 
attention can, and dozs, from its center extend itſelf 
to every point of the circumference. I am very 
glad to hear that your ſon goes on fo well; and, as 
he does go on ſo well, why ſhould you move him? 
The Iriſh ſchools and univerſities are indiſputably 
better than ours, with this additional advantage, that 
having him within your reach will be much better 
for him than a better place out of it: a man no 
more hveth by Latin and Greek, than by bread 
alone; but a father's care of his ſon's morals and 
manners is furely more uſeful, than the critical Know- 
ledge of Homer and Virgil, ſuppoſing that it were, 
which it very feldom is, acquired at ſchools: I do 
not therefore heſitate to adviſe you, to put your ſon 
to the beſt ſchool, that is, the neareſt to your uſual 
place of reſidence, that you may fee and examine 
ng | | him 
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238 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


him often and ſtrictly, and watch his progreſs, not 
only in learning, but in morals and manners, inſtead 
of truſting to intereſted accounts of diſtant ſchool. 
maſters, 

His grace of Tuam's recovery has, I find, de- 
layed, if not broke, a long chain of eccleſiaſtical 
promotions, of which the firſt link is the only one I 
intereſt myſelf in; I mean the tranſlation of that 
good man and citizen, the bilhop of Meath *, to 
Tuam; the more he gets, the more Ireland gets; 
that being your caſe too, pray, how goes the cop- 
per mine ? Fruitful, and yet inexhauſtible, I hope. 
If it will but ſupply you with riches, I will anſwer 
for your making the beſt uſe of them. 

[ hear with great pleaſure that Ireland improves 
daily, and that a ſpirit of induſtry ſpreads itſelf, to the 
great increaſe of trade and manufactures. I think 1 
intereſt myſelf more in that country than in this ; 
this is paſt its perfection, and ſcems gradually de- 
clining into weakneſs and caducity ; that ſeems but 
tending to its vigour and perfection, and engages 
one's expectations and hopes; one loves a promiſing 
youth, one only eſteems an old man; the former is a 
much quicker ſentiment than the latter: both thoſe 
ſentiments conſpire, I aſſure you, in forming that 
friendſhip with which J am, 


My dear lord, 5 
Your moſt faithful bumble ſery ant, 


Cas STERFIELD. 


* Dr. Maul. 
= ET: LET- 
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EE 3 TE RAUL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 22, 1752. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


I AM doubly concerned at Mrs. Chenevix's 
illneſs, for, while ſhe is ſo ill, I am ſure you 
cannot be well: though in ſome caſes I would take 
Ward's remedy myſelf, I cannot recommend it to 
others ; it has certainly done a great deal of good in 
many caſes, in others it has ſometimes done harm; 
he gives it indiſcriminately in all, and conſequently 
improperly in ſome; it is all one and the ſame me- 
dicine, though he gives. it in different ſhapes, and 
calls it by different names, of drop, pill, and pow- 
der: the principle is known to be antimony ; but 
in what manner prepared, nobody yet has been able 
to diſcover. 

You are engaged in a moſt uſeful and charitable 
delign, and I think that you and my friend the 
| biſhop of Meath have begged very ſucceſsfully for 
the time; he is an old experienced beggar, and you 
cannot learn the mendicant trade under a better mal- 
ter ; this undertaking is worthy of both your cha- 
rafters, and becomes you as men, Citizens, and 


| biſhops. I deſire that I may be upon your liſt of ; 
- contributors ; therefore, pray, lay down fiſty pounds 


for me, and draw upon me for it by the very firft 
opportunity. Private ſubſcriprions can never extend 
this 
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20 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


this excellent ſcheme ſo far as it ought to be carried, 
though nothing but private {ubſcriptions and dili- 


_ gence could have laid the foundation of it. You 


have made a beginning, which is often the greateſt 


difficulty ; and I think it is now impoſſible bur that 


the government and parliament mult carry it on. I 
will venture to ſay that they have no object which fo 
well delerves their attention. Could the government 
and parliament be brought to adopt this affair hear- 
tily, and puſh it effectually, a conſiderable ſum 
ought to be granted for that particular purpoſe, as 
was done in England, at the time of the great refuge 
upon the revocation of the edit de Nantes. Lands 
too might be purchaſed, and houſes and neceſſaries 
provided, for the refugees in Kerry and in Con- 
naught, near and under the protection of ſome of 
the barracks, which would greatly improve and civi- 
Iize, and in time enrich, thoſe two at preſent inhoſ- 
pitable and almoſt barbarous counties. The oppor- 
tunity is now extremely favourable, while the weak+ 
nels of the French government ſuffers the rage and 
fury of the clergy to drive ſuch numbers of its ſub- 
jects into other countries. I wiſh we could ger them 
all into England and Ireland; that would be the true 
and juſtifiable way of promoting the Proteſtant inter- 


eſt, inſtead of following the example of the Papiſts, 


by perſecuting them. Eft aliquid prodire tenus ; 


(there is ſome merit in breaking the ice ;) you have 


that merit, and TI dare ſay theſe new little colonies 


will thrive and extend to a certain degree, eve 


ſhould the government not t1ink them worth its 


attention: bur I hope it will, 


5 I have 
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I have been now confined near a month by a fall 
from wy horſe, which, though by good luck it nei- 


ther broke nor diſlocated any bone, bruiſed the muſ- 


cles ſo much, that I have yet very little uſe of my 
leg; I can juſt hobble acrois my room with a ſtick, 
and that is all: but I have had, and till have, a 
much worſe complaint, which is my deafneſs, for 
which I have yet found no relief, though I have 
tried 2 thouſand infallible remedies : as ſoon as my 
lameneſs will allow me,. I will go to Blackheath, 
and ſeek the refuge of a deaf man, reading and 
yalking. 
Lady Cheſterfield ſends her compliments to you 
and Mrs. Chenevix, at whoſe illneſs ſhe is much con- 
cerned ; ſhe has ſent you from Briftol a buſto of 
your humble ſervant, caſt from a marble one done 


by Mr. Hoare at Bath, for Mr. Adderly : it is gene- 


rally thought very like. Adieu, my dear lord. 
I am faithfully yours, 


CHESTERTIELD: 
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EITE . 


T O THE SAME. 


London, July 14, 1752. 
MY DEAR LOR 
KNOW the gentleneſs, the humanity, and 
A the tenderneſs of your nature too well to doubt 
of your grief, and I know the object of it * too well 
to blame it; no, in ſuch caſes it 1s a commendable 
not a blameable paſſion, and is always inſeparable 
from a heart that 1s capable of friendfhip or love. 
I therefore offer you no trite and always unavailing 
arguments of conſolation; but as any ſtrong and 
prevailing paſſion is apt to make us neglect or forget 


for the time our moft important duties, I muſt 


remind you of two in particular, the neglect of 
which would render your grief, inſtead of pious, 
criminal: I mean your duty to your children as a 
father, and to your dioceſe as a biſhop. Your care 
of your children muſt be doubled, in order to repair 
as far as poſſible their Toſs; and the public truſt of 
your flock muſt not ſuffer from a perſonal and pri- 
vate concern, Theſe incumbent and neceſſary duties 
will ſometimes ſuſpend, and at laſt mitigate, that 
grief, which I confefs mere reaſon would not: they 
are equally moral and chriſtian duties, which I am 


fure no conſideration upon earth will ever make you 


neglect. May your aſſiduous difcharge of them 


* The death of Mrs, Chenevix, the biſhop's wife. 


inſcnſibly 
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inſenſibly leſſen that affliction, which, if indulged, 
would prove as fatal to you and your family, as it 
muſt be vain and unavailing to her whoſe loſs you 
juſtly lament! J am, with the greateſt truth and 
affection, my dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


r 1 


LETTER XV. 
I 1 SAME. 


"+ 11 Bath, Nov. 11, 1752. 
MY DEAR LORD, 

HIS is only to aſk you how you do, and 

what you do, in -both which I need not tell 
you how truly I intereſt myſelf. The former depends 
a great deal upon the latter; if you are, alternately, 
attentively employed, and agreeably amuſed, you 
will probably, conſidering your ſobriety and temper- 
ance, be in very good health. Your children are 
now old enough to anſwer both thoſe ends. Their 
eſtabliſhment ſhould excite your attention ; and their 
converſation and progreſſive improvement amuſe your 
leiſure hours. Your ſon is of an age to enable you 
to gueſs a little at his turn and diſpoſition, and to 
direct his education accordingly. If you would 
have him be a very learned man, you muſt certainly 
ſend him to ſome great ſchool ; but if you would 
VF 
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214 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS. 
have him be a better. thing, a very honeſt man, you 
ſhould have him 4 poriee of your own inſpectiob. At 
thoſe great ſchools, the heart is wholly; neglected by 
thoſe who ought to fornt it, and is conſequently left 
open to temptations and ill examples: paternal care 
and inſpection, attended by proper firmneſs and au- 
thority, may prevent great part of that miſchief. 

I had a letter the other day from Mr. Simond; by 
which I find, with great pleaſure, that both the col- E 
tection, and the objects of it the refugees, increſe 
daily. If the receiving and retrieving thoſe poor N 
people be, as it certainly is, both a moral and poli- 

tical duty, what muſt be the guilt and madneſs of 
thoſe, who, by perſecution for matters of mere ſpe- 
culation, force thoſe poor people to carry their induſ- 
try, their labour, their legs, their arms, to other 
people, and enrich other countries. I wonder the 
French government does not rather chufe to burn 
them at home, than perſecute them away into other 
countries; it would be fun as mw and much more 
prudent. a 89510 
. Theſe waters, which I have now uſed tix wats, 
| | in every way that it is poſſible to uſe them, drinking, 
# bathing, and pumping, have done my hearing ſome 
good, but not enough to refit me for ſocial life, I 
ſtay here a fortnight longer, in hopes of more benefit, 
which my phyſician promiſes me ſtrongly; as I do 
not expect it, if J receive it, it will be the more wel- 
come. If not, I have both philoſophy and religion 
enough to ſubmit to my fate, without either melan- 
Lcholy or murmur; for though I can by no means 
account why there is either moral or Phyſical evil in 


. N tdb 
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be worlds yet, conſcious of the narrow bounds of 
human underſtanding, and convinced of the wiſdom 


and juſtice of the eternal divine Being, who placed 


them here, I am perſuaded that it is fit and right that 
they ſhould be here. 

Adieu, my dear lord; believe me moſt truly BE 
affectionately, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


EET TER XVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


i London, Dec. 19, 1752. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


AM extremely glad to find, by your laſt very 

friendly letter, that you enjoy that greateſt bleſ- 
ſing of this life, the health of body and mind: pro- 
per exerciſe is neceſſary for both ; go as little in your 
coach and as much on foot as ever you can, and let 
your paternal and paſtoral functions at once ſhare 
and improve the health of your mind. The mind 
muſt have ſome worldly objects, to excite its atten- 
tion; otherwiſe it will ſtagnate i in indolence, ſink into 
melancholy, or riſe into viſions and enthuſiaſm. 
Your children cannot be in a better way than, by 
your account, they ſeem to be in at preſent: your 
Jon learns what a boy ſhould learn; and your daugh- 
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245 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


ters read what girls ſnould read, hiſtory; the former 
cannot know too much, and the latter ought not. 


I am fo weary of giving an account of my own. 


wretched deafneſs, that I ſhould not attempt it, did 
not I know that the kind intereſt, which you take in 
whatever concerns me, makes you both deſire and 
expect it. I am then neither better nor worſe than 
when I wrote to you laſt; I have tried many things, 
and am going on to try many others, but without 
expecting any beneat from any medicine but patience. 


I am, 
My dear lord, 
ſincerely yours, 
— CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER XVII 


TO THE SAME. 


5 Bath, Oct. 10, 1753. 
MY DEAR LORD, | : k 

DELAYED for ſome time acknowledging 
your kind letter, that I might be better able to 


anſwer your inquiries after my health. I kpow they 


flow from the part you take in it, and not from cuſ- 


tom or ceremony, I am ſure you wiſh all your fel- 


Jow-creatures well ; and, I am almoſt as ſure, that 


you diſtinguiſh me among them as your friend, But 


what 


To HIS, FRIENDS. B. III. LET. XVI. XVII. 247 
what account can I now give you of myſelf? None 
that will pleaſe either of us. I came here deafer 
than you le,. me at Blackheath. I have bathed and 
pumped my head four times, by which operation: I 
think I have gained a little, but fo little, that a ſolid 
citizen would call it at molt a farthing in a thouſand 
pounds; though at the ſame time he would add, 
that that was better than nothing. I belong no moe 
to ſocial life, which, when I quitted buſy public life, I 
flattered myſelf would be the comfort of my declining 
days; but that, it ſeems, is not given me. I neither 
murmur nor deſpair; the lot of millions of my fel- 
Jow-creatures is ſtill worſe than mine. Exquiſite 
pains of the body, and ſtill greater of the mind, 
conſpire to torture many of them. 1 thank God I am 
free from both; and I look upon the privation of 
thoſe ils as a real good. A prouder being than I 
am, a lord, or, if you will, a ſtately duke, of the 
whole creation, would place this ſingly to the account 
of his reaſon ; but T am humble enough to allow 
my conſtitution its ſhare, I am naturally of a chear- 
ful diſpoſition. I view things in their molt comfort- 
able light, and I unavailingly repine at nothing that 
cannot be retrieved. | 
I am very glad that you, and your little family, 


met reciprocally ſo well at Waterford, May you 


always part unwillingly, and meet tenderly ! That I 
am perſuaded will always be the caſe; I can truſt to 
you for it; for I maintain that children and ſubjects, 
though their obligations are certainly the leſſer of 
the two, are much ſeldomer in the wrong, than pa- 
rents and kings. 1 7; 
R 4 You 


— —— 


—_ - _ . 7 E » o — — — * as * — 6 — — 4 1 
/ c e e rr > > 34 


% - y 3 * dagger ne PR — 
rr — — . 


— 2 


_ — 
rr : 


— 


248 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 

You aſk me what books your daughters ſhould 
read. Hiſtories of all kinds; firſt, * Pufendorff'; 
Introduction to the Hiſtory of all Nations, which is 
very ſhort, and then the particular and more extenſive 
hiſtory of each. Corneille, Racine, Moliere, and 
Boileau, with as many of the modern French plays as 
they pleaſe ; they being moſt correctly pure and 
moral, I do not mean thoſe du Theatre Italien, or 
de la Foire, which are exceedingly licentious. Theſe 
will not be leſs proper for your ſon, whom you ſhould 
never ſuffer to be idle one minute. I do not call play, 
of which he ought to have a good ſhare, idleneſs; 
but I mean fitting ſtill in a chair in total ination ; it 
male boys lazy and indolent. 


Good-night, my dear lord; no man can be more 
faithfully yours, than 


CHESTERFIELD, 


| 


[ 
| 


LETTER XVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, February 7, 1754. 
My DEAR LORD, | 


WOULD not ſuffer your friendſhip for me 
to be alarmed by an account of my illneſs, for 
which I muſt have employed another hand, and 
therefore ſtayed till I could give you at the ſame time 
an account of my recovery under my own, This I 
can now do; and it is all that I can do, for I am not 
yet 
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yet got out of my room, to which I have been con- 
fined theſe three wecks, and with great pain, by a 
flying rheumatic gout. My pain is almoſt gone, bur 
my ſtrength and ſpirits are by no means yet reſtored. 
At my age, and with my ſhattered conſtitu ion, free- 
dom from pain is the beſt that I can expect, and as 
far as my care will procure me that n ga ve happi- 
neſs, I will exert it; where 1t will not, I will patiently 
bear my ſhare cf ills. 

I ſuppoſe your ill humours in Ireland are ſtill in 
ſtrong fermentation ; but I nope that between the 
end of this ſeſſion and the beginning of the nex an 
interval of near two years, they will ſubſide ; I mean 
with regard to thoſe national points which have been 
unfortunately ſtirred this winter; for I do not care 
two-pence for your perſonal quarre's and animoſities, 
if they were but kept clear of national points, the 
diſcuſſion of which can never turn ut to the advan- 
tage of Ireland. 

The remaining pain in my right hand hinders me 
from troubling you with a long, letter; but it is 


ſuſpended white I have the pleaſure of aſſuring you 


that I am, 
My dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


— 
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TO THE SAME. 


| Spa, June 15, 1754, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


DELAYED acknowledging your laſt kind 
letter, which I received juſt before J left Eng- 
land, till I could give you ſome account of myſelf, 
and the effects of theſe waters upon that crazy (elf, 
I have now drank them juſt a month, to the greateſt 
benefit of my general ſtate of health, but without the 
leaſt to my deafneſs. They have in a great meaſure 
reſtored both my ſtrength and my ſpirits, which, 
when J left England, were much affected by my 
long illneſs in the ſpring. In hopes of ftill farther 
benefit (for who is ever ſatisfied with what he has?) 
1 ſhall drink them a month longer, and then return 
with as much impatience to my own country, as I letr 
it with reluctance. You know this deteſtable place 
well enough, to judge what a ſacrifice I make to the 
hopes of health, by reſolving to ſtay here a month 
longer. by | 
By the public news-papers I find that you are ſtill 
far from being quiet in Ireland; I am heartily ſorry 
for it. The country in general muſt ſuffer in the 
mean time. Bourdeaux and its environs alone will 
be the gainers. Go on and follow your own good 
conſcience, whick will, I am ſure, never miſlead you. 
Vote unbiaſſed for the real good of both countries, 
EF | without 
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without the leaſt regard either to the clamor civium 
prava jubentium (out-cry of citizens commanding un- 
juſt things), or to the vultus inſtantis tyranni (dread 
of a menacing tyrant), 

I hope you and all your family are well. I wiſh 
it ſincerely, for I am moſt heartily, my dear lord, 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— ——— 


rr 


TO THE SAM k. 


| Bath, Nov. 14, 1754. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


F NOWING, by long experience, the kind 
part you take in whatever concerns me, 1 
delayed acknowledging your Jaſt letter, in hopes of 
being able, in ſome time, to give you a better 
account of my health than I could then have done. 
I had, juſt at that time, had a very ſevere return of 
my old vertiginous complaint, which, as uſual, left 
my whole animal ſyſtem weak and languid. The 


| beſt air in England, which I take that of Blackheath | 


to be, a ſtrict regimen, and a proper degree of exer- 
cife, did not reſtore, I might almoſt ſay, revive me. 
I ſought therefore for refuge here, and thank God, I 
Have not only found it, but in ſome meaſure recovery 
too. The diſorders of my head and ſtomach are 
6 intirely 


— __ 
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intirely removed by theſe waters, which I have now 


drank three weeks; ſo that I may reaſonably hope, 
that the three weeks more, which I propoſe paſſing 
here, will ſet me up for part of the winter at leaſt, 
for at my age, and with my ſhattered conſtitution, I 
am not ſillily ſanguine enough to expect a radical 
cure. I conſider myſelf here as an old decayed vel. 


fel, of long wear and tear, brought into the wet 


dock, to be careened and patched up, not for any 
long voyage, but only to ſerve as a coaſter for ſome 
little time longer. How long that may be, I little 
know, and as little, care; I am unrelative to this 
world, and this world to me. My only attention 
now is to live, while I do live in it, without pain, 
and when TI leave it, to leave it without fear. 

I hope that you, your young family, and 7111 
quanti, are all well. May you long continue ſo! I 
am, my dear lord, a 


Your it faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET TEE $1, 
TO THE SAME. 


| January 29, 1755, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


AM little able to write, ry leſs to to chink. . 


having been ſo ill all this week of my old com- 


Plaine in my head and ſtomach, that I am to go to 


Bath 
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Bath as ſoon as I ſhall be able to endure the fatigue 
of the journey, which I hope may be in five or [ix 
days. My anſwer to your laſt kind letter muſt there- 
fore be much ſhorter than otherwiſe it probably would 
have been. 

L have carefully read over lord Limerick's * bill, 
and approve of the principle. I had thought of ſuch 
2 one when I was in Ireland, but ſoon found it would 
be impoſſible to carry it through the houſe of com- 
mons in any decent ſhape ; but, ſhould lord Limerick 
think proper to pulh it this ſeſſion, I would recom- 
mend a few alterations. I would only require the 
prieſts to take the oath of allegiance ſimply, and not 
the ſubſequent oaths, which, in my opinion, no real 
papiſt can take; the conſequence of which would be, 
that the leaſt conſcientious prieſts would be regiſ- 
tered, and the moſt conſcientious ones excluded. 
Beſides that, where one oath will nct bind, three will 
not; and the pope's diſpenſation from the oath of 
allegiance will not be more prevalent, nor more 
eaſily granted, than. his diſpenſation from that oath 
by which his own power is abjured. But then I 


would make that ſingle oath of allegiance more full 


and ſolemn ; as for inſtance : 

I, A. B. duly conſidering the ſacred nature of 
« an oath, and the horrible crime of perjury, which, 
* by all the religions in the world, is juſtly abhorred 
ce as a moſt damnable ſin ; do moſt fincerely promiſe 


* and ſwear, that I will be faithful and bear true alle- 


& giance to his majeſty king George the ſecond, So 
* Afterwards carl of Clanbrazil, 


6 help 
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* help me that great and eternal God, who knows my 
* inmoſt thoughts, and whom I now moſt lolemnly 
« call upon to atteſt the truth of them.” 

The perſon taking this oath ſhould be obliged to 
recite it diſtinctly and deliberately, and not be allowed 
to mutter it over in that indecent and ſlovenly man- 


ner, in which oaths are generally taken. I will ven- 


ture to add, thoſe who will not obſerve this oath, 
taken in this manner, will ſtill leſs obſerve any abju- 
ration of the Pope's diſpenſing power, fince ſuch 
abjuration is, by all papiſts, looked upon as a nullity. 

I would alſo adviſe, that all penalties of death, 
which in theſe caſes muſt end in impunity, ſhould 
be changed into cloſe impriſonment for a term of 
years, or in ſome caſes for life. Then there would 
be perhaps detections and proſecutions ; but, in caſe 
of death, there will be none; for who will go and hang 
a poor devil only for being a regular, 0 or an enthy- 
fiaſt ? 

When I tell you that theſe are my thoughts upon 
this ſubject, I do not affirm that I think at all; for 
in truth, I am ſo weak in body at this time, that 1 
preſume I am juſt as weak in mind too. This only 


J am ſure of, that I am, my dear lord, moſt faith- 
tully 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD» 
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LETTER XX, 
TO THE SAME, 
| London, March 12, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, 9 


CET HILTE was puzzled, what account to 
give you of me, and therefore gave you 
none; and, to ſay the truth, I am pretty much in the 


fame caſe myſeli, only reſolved to anſwer as well as I 


can your kind inquiries after me. I am tolerably 


well one day, ill the next, and well again perhaps the 
third; that is, my diſorders in my ſtomach, and my 


giddineſſes in my head, return frequently and unex- 
pectedly. Proper care and medicines remove them 
for the time, but none will prevent them. My 
deafneſs grows gradually worſe, which in my mind 
implies a total one before it be long. In this unhappy 
ſituation, which I have reaſon to ſuppoſe will every 
day grow worſe, I ſtill keep up my ſpirits tolerably ; 


that is, I am free from melancholy, which I think is 
all that can be expected. This I impute to that 


degree of philoſophy, which I have acquired by long 
experience of the world. I have enjoyed all its 


_ _ pleaſures, and conſequently know their futility, and 
do not regret their loſs. I appraiſe them at their 
real value, which in truth is very low; whereas thoſe 


who have not experienced, always over-rate, them. 


* An old and faithful ſervant of lord Cheſterfield. 
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They only ſee their gay out-ſide, and are dazzled 
with the.r glare; but I have been behind the ſcenes, 
It is a common notion, and hke many common ones 
a very falle one, that thoſe, who have led a life of 
pleaſure and buſineſs, can never be eaſy in retire- 


ment; whereas I am perſuaded that they are the only 
people who can, if they have any ſenſe and reflection. 


They can look back oculo irretorto (without an evil 
eye) upon what they from knowledge deſpiſe ; others 
have always a hankering after what they are not 


_ acquainted with, 1 look upon all that has paſſed as 


one of thoſe romantic dreams that opium commonly 
occaſions, and I do by no means deſire to repeat the 
nauſeous doſe, for the ſake of the fugitive dream. 
When I fay that I have no regret, I do not mean 


that I have no remorſe; for a life of either buſineſs, 


or ſtill more pleaſure, never was, nor never will be, 


a ſtate of innocence, But God, who knows the 
ſtrength of human paſſions, and the weakneſs of hu- 


man reaſon, will, it is to be hoped, rather mercifully 
pardon, than juſtly puniſh, acknowledged errors. 


I ſuppoſe you already Know that you have a new 


lord lieurenant, lord Hartington, who, it is thought, 
will heal and compoſe your diviſions, I heartily 
wiſh, for the ſake of the country, that it ay 
prove ſo. 


A war with France is generally looked upon here 


as inevitable ; but, for my own part, I cannot help 


thinking as well as wiſhing that things may end qui- 


etly in a treaty. I am ſo remote, and ſo indifferent, 


a ſpectator, except in the wiſhes which every man 
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owes to his country, that I am ill informed myſelf, 
and conſequently no good informer of others, | 

I hope your little family are all well, and cont'nue 
to anſwer your care in their education. May you 
and they be long and mutually comforts to each 
other! Adieu, my dear lord; no man living can be 
more ſincerely and affectionately than I am, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


ET TE RES, 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 26, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


NYOULD I take any thing ill of you, who I 


am ſure never meaned any to me or any man 
living, it would be your ſuſpecting that I did; which 
J believe is the firſt unjuſt ſuſpicion that ever you 
entertained of any body; and I am the more con- 
cerned at it, becauſe I know that it gave you uneaſi- 
neſs. I confeſs myſelf four letters in your debt; but, 


to tell you the truth, I have of late contracted ſo 


many debts of that kind that I am very near a bank- 
ruptcy, though not a fraudulent one, upon my word; 
for I will honeſtly declare my circumſtances ; and 


then my creditors will, I dare ſay, compound with 


me upon reaſonable terms. White told you true, 
Vol. IV. 6 ä when 
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when he told you that I was well, by which he 
meaned all that he could know, which was, that I had 
no immediate illneſs; but he did not know the 
inward feelings, which increaſing deafneſs - and gra- 
dually declining health occaſion. Some time before 
I left London J had a ſevere return of my old com- 
plaints in my head and ſtomach, which are always 
followed by ſuch weakneſs and languors, that I am 
incapable of any thing but reading, and that too in an 
idle and deſultory manner. Writing ſeems. to be 
acting, as was aſſerted in the caſe of Algernon Sid- 
ney, which my vis inertiæ will not ſuffer me to under- 
take, and I put it off from day to day, as Felix did 
Paul, to a more convenient ſeaſon. When I removed 
to this place, I flattered myſelf, that the purity of 
the air, and the exerciſe. of riding, which it would 
tempt me to take, would reſtore me to ſuch a degree 
of health, ſtrength, and conſequently ſpirits, as to 
enable me not only to diſcharge my epiſtolary debts, 
but alſo to amuſe myſelf with writing ſome eſſays 
and hiſtorical tracts. I was foon diſappointed ; for I 
had not been. here above ten days, when I had a 
ſtronger attack than my former, and which, I believe, 
would have been the final one, had I not very ſea- 


ſonably been let-blood. From that time, though, as 


they call it, recovered, I have more properly crawled, 
than walked among my fellow vegetables, breathed 


than exiſted, and dreamed than thought. This, 
upon my word, is the true and only cauſe of my 


long filence; I begin to regain pond a little, but 
indeed very n 


e 
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As to the letter which you feared might have diſ- 
pleaſed me, I proteſt, my dear lord, I looked upon 
it as the tendereſt mark of your friendſhip ; I had 
given occaſion to it, and I expected it both from 
your affection and your character, Thoſe reflec- 
tions are never improper, though too often unwel- 
come, and conſequently uſeleſs in youth: but I am 
now come to a time of life both to make and receive 
them with ſatisfaction, and therefore I hope with uti- 
lity. One cannot think of one's own exiſtence, with- 
out thinking of the eternal author of it; and one 
cannot conſider his phyſical or moral attributes, wich- 
out ſome fear, though in my mind ſtill more hopes. 

It is true we can have no adequate notions of the 
attributes of a being ſo infinitely ſuperior to us; but, 
according to the beſt notions which we are capable 
of forming of his juſtice and mercy, the latter, 
which is the comfortable ſcale, ſeems neceſſarily to 
preponderate. Your quotation from archbiſhop Til- 
lotſon contains a fair and candid account of the 
Chriſtian religion; and, had his challenge been ac- 

cepted, he would certainly have had an caſy victory. 

He was certainly the moſt gentle and candid of all 
churchmen of any religion. Un eſprit de corps is too 

apt, though I believe often unperceived, to biaſs 
their conduct, and inflame an honeſt, though too 
intemperate, zeal. It is the ſame in every ſociety. of 
men; for it is in human nature to be affected and 
warped by example and numbers: you are, without a 
compliment, the only one that I know untainted. 

J Todeſcend to this world, and particularly to that 

Part of it where you reſide, your preſent ſtate ſeems 
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to me an aukward one; your late ferment ſeems 
rather ſuſpended than quieted ; and I think I ſee 
matter for a ſecond fermentation, when your parlia- 
ment meets, Some, I believe, will afk too much; 
and others perhaps will grant too little. I wiſh both 
parties may be wiſer and honeſter, and then they will 
il be quieter than they have been of late. Both ſides 
| | would be highly offended, if one were to adviſe them 
to apply themſelves to civil matters only, in the 
limited ſenſe of that word; I mean, trade, manufac- 
tures, good domeſtic order, ſubordination, &c. and 
not to meddle ſo much with politics, in which 1 
cannot help ſaying, They are but bunglers. No 
harm is intended them from hence, and if they will 
be quiet no harm will be done them. The people 
have liberty enough, and the crown has prerogative 
enough. Thoſe are the real enemies to Ireland, who 
would enlarge either at the expence of the other, and 
who have ſtarted points that ought never to have 
been mentioned at all, but which will r now perpetu- 
ally recur. 

By this time, I fear, I have tired you; but, I am 
ure, that in half this time I ſhould have been 
tired with writing half fo much to any body ele, 
Adieu then, my dear lord ; and be convinced thar, 


while I am at all, I ſhall be with the trueſt eſteem and 
affection, 


| | Tour moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CnusTERFIELD. 


l I hope the young family c continues to be well, and 
| to do well. 
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LTT ER XXIV. 


TOO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Aug. 30, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, 

CONFESS myſelf in every reſpe& a very 

bad correſpondent. My heart only does its duty ; 
but my head and hand often refuſe to do theirs. 
You, I am ſure, are charitable enough to every body, 
and juſt enough to me, to accept of intentions in- 
ſtead of actions. Beſides, I muſt acquaint you, that I 
have of late had a great deal more on my hands, than 
I either cared or was fit for. L' academie des belles 
lettres at Paris having, God knows why, aſſociated 
me to their body; in return to this unexpected and 
undeſerved compliment, I have been obliged to write 
many letters to individuals, and one to the academie 
en corps (academic body), which was to be a kind 
of ſpeech and I fear it was of the very worſt kind, 
for I have been long diſuſed to compliments and 
declamations. | | 

Theſe laſt ſix weeks my ſtate of health has been 
rather better, though by no means good, and if I 
can but weather out the next month tolerably, I am 
morally ſure of being better the two following months, 
which I ſhall paſs at Bath ; for thoſe waters always 
prove a temporary, though never a radical or perma- 
nent, cure of my complaints. However, c eſt autant 
de gagne (it is ſo much clear gain), and that is worth 
the trouble of the journey. 
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Hawkins brought me the other day your kind 
preſent of Dr. Seed's ſermons. I have read ſome 
of them, and like them very well. But J have nei- 
ther read nor intend to read thoſe which are meant 
to prove the exiſtence of God; becauſe it ſeems to 


me too great a diſparagement of that reaſon which he 


has given us, to require any other proofs of his 
exiſtence, than thoſe which the whole and every part 
of the creation afford us. If I believe my own 
exiſtence, I muſt believe his: it cannot be proved a 
priori as ſome have idly attempted to do, and 
cannot be doubted of 2 poſteriori, Cato ſays very 
juſtly, And that he is all nature cries aloud. 

By what 1 hear from Ireland, the ferment does 
not ſeem to ſubſide hitherto, but rather to increaſe, 
However, I cannot help thinking but that things will 
go quietly enough in the next ſeſſion of parliament. 
The caſtle will, I take it for granted, ſome how or 
other, procure a majority, which, when the patriots 
perceive, they will probably think half a loaf better 
than no bread, and come into meaſures. I wiſh, for 
the ſake of Ireland, that they may; for I am very ſure 


that, while theſe ſquabbles ſubſiſt, the public good 


never enters into the head of either party. 


However your public affairs may go, I am very 


glad to find that your private ones go fo well, and 


that your children anſwer your care and expectations. 


May you long contribute mutually to your reſpective 


happineſs! 


Tours moſt faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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E:B T-T-F.R. .XAvV. 


TO THE $AME. 


| Bath, Oct. 8, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


RECEIVED your laſt kind letter but the 
day before I was to leave Blackheath and ſet out 
for this place, where I have now been juſt a fortnight. 
In one reſpe& I am the better for that fortnight, I 
mean with regard to my ſtomach, or more properly 
my digeſtion, for I do not care two-pence whether I 
eat or not; but I care much to digeſt what I do 
eat, which I have not done the laſt three months, 
and now do. Dailleurs, I ara what you call in Ire- 
land, and a very good expreſſion I think it is, unwell. 
This unwellneſs affects the mind as well as the body, 
and gives them both a diſagreeable inertneſs. I force 
my body into action, and take proper exerciſe ; but 
there is no forcing the mind, and all attempts of that 
kind are at leaſt ineffectual, but oftener diſgraceful. 
You will be convinced of that truth, when I ſend 
you a copy of my letter to Pacademie des belles lettres. 
It was wrote invita Minerva, and is the poor offspring 
of a rape upon my reluctant mind. I had not time 
to have it copied for you before I came here, and 
forgot to bring it with me, but when I return to Lon- 
don I will ſend you a copy. 
I am heartily glad that your quarrels are at lat 
made up in Ireland; but I am glad from a very dif- 
ferent motive from moſt other peoples. I am glad 
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of it for the ſake of the country, which I fear was 
the leaſt concern of either of the belligerant parties, 
The triumph of the patriots is complete, and the 
power 1s now theirs; with all my heart, let them 
but uſe it well. 
There is a great deal of money lying dead in the 
treaſury: let them apply that to real public uſes, 
Let them encourage the extenſion and improvement 
of their manufactures, the cultivation ef their lands, 
and above all the proteſtant charter ſchools. Let 
them people and civilize the country, by eſtabliſhing 
a fund to invite and provide for proteſtant ſtrangers. 
Let them make Connaught and Kerry know that 
there is a God, a king, and a government, three 
things to which they are at preſent utter ſtrangers. 
Theſe and other ſuch kind of meaſures would make 
them patriots indeed, and give them juſt weight and 
reputation. They have got their own ſops, and have 
now leiſure to think of the public, if they pleaſe. 
I propoſe ſtaying here a month or ſix weeks longer, 
or even more, if I think that the waters will do more 
for me. All places are now alike to me, as I carry 


my own ſolitude with me wherever I go. Adieu, 
my dear lord, : 


Yours moſt faithfully, _ 


— Ä — ex — 
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LETTER XXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 15, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


BROUGHT with me from Bath rather a 

little more health than I carried with me there, 
but full as much deafneſs ; and this is all the anſwer I 
can make to your laſt kind inquiries. This, you ſee, 
is a ſtate rather of ſuffering, than enjoying, life; 
and indeed I am very weary of it; but, thank God, 
ennu is not, as it commonly is, attended with melan- 
choly ; and during the reſt of my journey, I ſhall 
rather ſleep in the voiture (carriage) than be reſtleſs 
and uneaſy, as moſt travellers are. 

I cannot find here the only copy which I had kept 
of my letter to Pacademie des belles lettres; but Mr. 
Briſtow took one over with him to Ireland, which I 
dare ſay he will readily ſhew you, and you may 
fignify my conſent to it, by ſhewing him this part of 
my letter, When you do fee it, you will find that 
its only merit is its being pretty correct French, and 
that it has no intrinſic right to be reckoned among 
les belles lettres. 0 

Que le chien mange le loup, ou que le loup mange le 
chien, (let the dog devour, or be devoured by, the 
wolf,) either in Ireland or here, is to me matter of 
great indifference, provided that thoſe who govern 
either kingdom would but, at their kiſure moments, 
and when they have nothing better to do, a little 


conſider 
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conſider the public good ; for after all; there is ſuch 
a thing as public good, though in general people 
ſeem not to think ſo. I am not Utopian enough to 
propoſe, that it ſhould interfere with private intercſt 
but perhaps, if duly conſidered, it might appear in 
ſome few caſes to coincide with, and promote it. 
Sheridan has lately publiſhed here an excellent 
book, entitled Britiſh Education. Warmed with his 
ſubject, he puſhes 1t rather too far, as all authors do 
the particular object that has ſtruck their imagina- 
tion, and he is too diffuſe ; but, upon the whole, it is 
both a very uſeful and entertaining book. When 
you ſee it, you will perhaps think that I am bribed 
by the dedication, to fay what I now ſay of it, for 
he lays me on thick; but that, upon my word, 1s not 
the caſe. The truth is, that the ſeveral ſituations 
which I have been in, having made me long the pla- 


 firon of dedications, I am become as callous to flat- 


tery, as ſome people are to abuſe. | 

I think your brother would be much in the wrong 
to quit his preſent commiſſion of lieutenant-colonel 
to an old regiment of horſe, for a new-raiſed regi- 
ment of foot, which, with twenty others, would, I 
hope, be very ſoon broke. The extravagant and 


groundleſs, though general fears of an invaſion from 


France, juſtify to the timid public the preſent mili- 
tary phrenzy ; but, as I am convinced that the former 


will ſoon vaniſh, it is to be hoped the latter will ſoon 


after ſubſide, This, at leaſt, I am very ſure of, that 
we ſhall not be able to pay three years longer the 


number of troops which we now have in our pay. 


Make 
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Make my compliments to your young family; and 
be aſſured that I am moſt faithfully and ſincerely 


your's, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


——_— — — — — mo 


- c * * 9 * — 


LET TER XXYIL 
TO THE SAME. 


| Blackheath, July 15, 1756. 
MV DEAR LORD, 4 


T is not without doing ſome violence to my weak 

hand, and weaker head, that I attempt to ſatisfy 
your friendly anxiety about my health. I ſtill crawl 
upon the face of the earth, neither worſe nor better 
than I was ſome months ago, weary of, but not mur- 
muring at, my diſagreeable ſituation. Speaking tires 
and exhauſts me; and as for hearing, I have none left; 
fo that I am z/ole in the midſt of my friends and ac- 
quamtance : but, as I have had much more than 
my ſhare of the good things of this world in the for- 
mer part of my lite, I neither do, nor ought to com- 
plain, of the change which I now experience. I will 
make the beſt uſe I can of this wretched remnant of 
my life, and atone, as well as I can, for the abuſe of 
the whole piece, by wiſhing that I had employed it 
better, 
I hope your children continue to deſerve well all 
your tenderneſs ; that you may have that and every 
other happineſs, is the ſincere wiſh of 

Your faithful friend and ſervant, 
| CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LETTE R XXVIN. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Oct. 11, 17 ;6. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


\ N THAT can a hermit ſend you from the de- 

ſarts of Blackheath, in return for your kind 
letter, but his hearty thanks? I ſee nobody here by I 
choice, and I hear nobody any where by fatal necel- 
fity ; and as for the thoughts of a deaf, ſolitary, ſick 
man, they cannot be entertaining for one 1n health, 
as I hope you are, Thoſe thoughts which relate to 
you are ſuch as you would defire, that is, ſuch as 
you deſerve. My others ſeem to be a ſucceſſion of 
dreams, but with this comfortable circumſtance, that 
J have no gloomy ones. No paſſions agitate me, no 
fears diſturb me, and no ſilly hopes gull me any 
longer. I have done with this world, and think. of 
my journey to another, which I believe is not very 
remote. In the mean time, I ſhall next week take 
one to Bath, which the ſkiltul fay may perhaps do 
me good; à la bonne heure, I will try. I only aſk 
for negative health; and if thoſe waters will procure 
me that, I ſhall be abundantly fatisfed. 

I think you have taken a very prudent reſolution 
with regard to your approaching election. 

My friend George Faulkner dined with me here 
one day; he tells me that reading is not yet come in 
faſhion in Ireland, and that more bottles are bought 

in one week, than books in one year. Adieu, my 


dear 
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dear lord: it is impoſſible to be more truly and faich- 


fully than I am yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


— _ 


LETTER XXIX. 
10 1 SAME. 


5 Bath, Nov. 21, 1756. 
a MY DEAR LORD, 

E CAN now make you a return to your laſt kind 
letter, which I know will be more welcome to 
you, than that which I made to your former; for I 
can tell you that I am ſomething better, and have, in 
the month that I have drank theſe waters, regained a 
little ſtrength and fleſh, But, as my relapſes have 
been very frequent, when J have been in till a better 
ſtate of health than I am yet, I take it thankfully, 
but only 2 Bonne compte (on account), without rely- 
ing upon its duration or improvement. Whatever 
happens to me, I am armed with patience, ſatiety, 
and confidence in my Creator to meet it coolly. The 
mad buſineſs of the world, as Swift ſays, is over 
with me*; and when my time comes, and the ſooner 
the better, for I am weary, I am ready and willing, TY 
Adieu, my dear friend; writing much hitherto is 
very troubleſome to me. | 
Yours faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
* See The Day of Judgment, in Swift's works, vol. xvii. 
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1 ET T En XKYX; 
TO THE SAME» 


Blackheath, Sept. 8, 1757. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


JP WAS very glad to hear of your ſafe arrival on I 

the other ſide of the water, and that you found . 

the part of your family, which you had left there, ſo 1 

well; J hope that part of it which you took with 1 

you from hence will, by time and care, be as wel! 2 

If too. My own health, which I know you always inte- I 

| | reſt yourſelf in, gives me nothing to brag of. About 3 

| | | three weeks ago | had a return of my diſorder; it is 2 

| | now gone off, and I am again in that ſtate of vege- 5 

[ ration in which you left me. In about a month or 4 
| ſix weeks I propoſe going to Bath, which always gives 3 
| me a reprieve, but never a free pardon. - The halter E 
| is always about my neck ; and that you will allow to I 
| i | be rather an uncomfortable ſtate of life. . 
1 From this hermitage you muſt expect no news: I 
if | news does not become an hermitage z but truth does, 3 
18 and foi d'hermite (on the faith of an hermit), I am F 
| Jour fincere and faithful friend and ſervant, [ 


CHESTERFIELD, 


ay 48 


LET. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. XXX. XXXI, 251 
rn . 
TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 22, 17 5. 
MV DEAR LORD, 


SHALL make but a very unſatisfactory return 
to your kind inquiries and ſollicitude about my 
health, when I tell you, that but three days ago [ 
had a very ſtrong attack of my uſual illneſs, which 
has left me til] weak and languid. I thought myſelf 
the better for the waters, which I have drank a month, 
till this relapſe came and undeceived me. All mi- 
neral waters, and the whole materia medica, loſe their 
efficacy upon my ſhattered carcaſe; and the enemy 
within is too hard for them. I bear it all with pa- 
tience, and without melancholy, becauſe I muſt bear 
it whether I will or no. Phyſical ills are the taxes 
laid upon this wretched life; ſome are taxed higher, 
and ſome lower, but all pay fomething. My philo- 
ſophy teaches me to reflect, how much higher, rather 
than how much lower, I might have been taxed. 
How gentle are my phyſical ills, compared with the 
exquilite torments of gout, ſtone, &c.! The faculties 
of my mind are, thank God, not yet much impaired ; 
and they comfort me in my worft moments, and 
amuſe me in the beſt, . 
I read with more pleaſure than ever; perhaps, be- 
cauſe it is the only pleaſure I have left. For, ſincg 
I am firuck out of living company by my deafneſs, I 
6 | h | have 
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have recourſe to the dead, whom alone I can hear; 
and I have aſſigned them their ſtated hours of audi- 
ence. Solid folios are the people of buſineſs, with 
whom I converſe in the morning. Quartos are the 
eaſier mixed company, with whom I ſit after dinner; 


and I paſs my evenings in the light, and often frivo- 


lous, chit- chat of ſmall octavos and duodecimos. This, 
upon the whole, hinders me from wiſhing for death, 
while other conſiderations hinder me from fearing it. 
Does lord Clanbrazil bring in his regiſter bill this 
ſeſſion? If he can keep it ſhort, clear, and mild, it 
will be in my opinion a very good one. Some time 
or other, though God knows when, it will be found 
out in Ireland, that the popiſh religion and influence 
cannot be ſubdued by force, but may be undermined 
and deſtroyed by art. Allow the papiſts ro buy 
lands, let and take leaſes equally with the proteſ- 
tants, but ſubject to the gave act, which will always 
have its effect upon their poſterity ar leaſt. Tye them 


down to the government by the tender but ſtrong 


bonds of landed property, which the pope will have 
much ado to diſſolve, notwithſtanding his power of 


looſening and binding. Uſe thoſe who come over to 
you, though perhaps only ſeemingly at firſt, well and 


kindly, inſtead of looking for their cloven feet and 
their tails, as you do now. Increaſe both your number 
and your care of the proteſtant charter-ſchools, Make 


your penal laws extremely mild, and then put them 
ſtrictly i in execution. 


He 1151 erunt artes. 


(Theſe will be your arts.) 


5 % YM 2 


ſ 
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This would do in time, and nothing elſe will, nor 
ought. I would as ſoon murder a man for his eſtate, 
as proſecute him for his religious and ſpeculative 
errors; and ſince Jam in a way of quoting verſes, I 
will give you three out of Walſh's famous ode to 
king William ; 


Nor think it a ſufficient cauſe, 
To puniſh men by penal laws, 
For not believing right. 


lam very glad that your daughter is recovered. I 
am glad that you are well, and whatever you are glad 
of will, upon my word, gladden 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER XXXII. 
TO 3.08. SAME. 


a London, March 23, 1758. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 
1 FIND by your letter to madame d'Elitz *, 

that my two laſt to you miſcarried; for, upon 


| my word, ſince my return from Bath, I have ſent you 


two letters, one of them particularly with my opi- 
nion upon lord Clanbrazil's bill. We have neither 


* Sifter to _ counteſs of Cheſterfield, 's 
Vor. IV. | T | of 
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of us any reaſon to regret their loſs; nor ſhould I do 
it if my ſuppoſed ſilence had not given you ug eaſi- 
neſs, and made you ſuſpect very unjuſtly a change in 
my ſentiments towards you. Be aſſured that can 
never happen, I am ſo well convinced of yours for 
me: my diſorders in my head may, and do very 
often, render me incapable of writing, but they can. 
not affect my heart: which will always be warm for 
my friends, and I am very ſure that you are of that 
number, | 12 

Lord Clanbrazil's bill is thrown out at laſt, and 

perhaps never the worſe, though I approved of it; 

but it would be fo altered and mangled before it had 
paſſed the two houſes, that it would have been worſe 
than none, 

My health and ſtrength decay daily, and of courſe 
my ſpirits. The idle dream of this world is over 
with me; I am tired of being every thing but of 
brag EET. : | 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


RBI 
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LETTER: Xxx. 


TO THE SAM E. 


| London, April 14, 1758. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


RECEIVED your kind letter of the 7th. 

The pſt is favorable to us both, for I receive 
your letters, and you eſcape mine, which are not 
worth your receiving but from the intereſt you take 
in the health of a fanhful friend. I ſhould rather 
have uſed the word exiſtence, than that of health, not 
having been acquainted with the thing theſe two or 
three years. I am now comparatively better than I 
have been this winter; but very far from being what 
a healthy man would call well, That degree of 
health I give up mote dM I might as well expect 
rejuveneſcence. 

Your political world in Ireland is now quieted for 
the time being. May that quiet laſt! but I do rot 
think it will. You are come to that ſtate in Ireland, 
which Dr. Brown too truly repreſents to be the ſtate 
of England, in kis Eſtimate of the Manners and Prin- 
ciples of the Times, of which he has juſt publiſhed a 
ſecond volume. If you have not already got them, I 
adviſe you to apply to my philoſophical friend 
George Faulkner for them. They are writ with ſpirir 
and eleganey, and are, I fear, too Jeb 


J am, my dear 15 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


T2 LET- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, May 23, 17 58, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HAVE received your letter of the 4th inſtant. 
The day afterwards I received the book which you 
was ſo kind as to fend me by major Maccullogh; and 
the day after that, by Mr. Ruſſel, your bill for ex- 
pences incurred and not provided for, which I have 
paid. 

Now, firſt, to the firſt, You ſollicit a very poor 
employment ſo modeſtly, and offer your daughters as 
ſecurity for your good behavior, that I cannot refuſe 
it you, and do hereby appoint you my lole commil- 
ſioner for the kingdom of Ireland. To the ſecond. 
This ninth rolnme: of Swift will not do him ſo much 
honor, as I hope it will bring profit to my friend 
George Faulkner. The hiſtorical part“ is a party 
pamphlet, founded on the lie of the day, which, as 
lord Bolingbroke who had read it often aſſured me, 
was coined and delivered out to him, to write Exami- 
ners, and other political papers upon. That ſpirit 
remarkably runs through it. Macarteney, for in- 
ſtance, murdered duke Hamilton; nothing is falſer, 
for though Macarteney was very capable of the vileſt 
actions, he was guiltleſs of that, as I myſelf can teſtify, 
who was at his trial in the king's bench, when he came 


The hiſtory of the four laſt years of the queen. 
r Over 


=. + * 
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over voluntarily to take it, in the late king's time, 
There did not appear even the leaſt ground for a ſuſ- 
picion of it; nor did Hamilton, who appeared in court, 
pretend to tax him with it, which would have been in 
truth accuſing himſelf of the utmoſt baſeneſs, in letting 
the murderer of his friend go off from the field of bat- 
tle, without either reſentment, purſuit, or even accu- 
ſation, till three days afterwards. This lie was in- 
vented to inflame the Scotch nation againſt the whigs; 
as the other, that prince Eugene intended to murder 
lord Oxford, by employing a ſet of people called 
Mohocks, which ſociety, by the way, never exiſted, 
was calculated to inflame the mob of London. Swift 
took thoſe hints de la meilleure foi du monde, and 
thought them materials for hiſtory. 80 far he is 
blameleſs. | 

Thirdly and Laſtly, I have paid Mr. Ruſſel the 
| twenty-ſeven pounds five ſhillings, for which you drew 
your bill. I hope you are ſenſible that I need not 
have paid it till I had received the goods, or at leaſt 
till T had proofs of your having ſent them; but where 
I have in general a good opinion of the perſon, I al- 
ways proceed frankly, and do not ſtand upon forms; 
and I have without flattery ſo good an opinion of you, 
that I would truſt you not only with twenty-ſeven 
pounds, but even as far as thirty-ſeven. 

Lour friend's letter to you, incloſed in the book, is 
an honeſt and melancholic one: but what can I da in 
it? He ſeems not to know the nature of factions in 


Ireland, the prevailing for the time being is abſolute, 


and whoſo trangreſſeth the leaſt of their command- 
ments is guilty of the whole. A lord lieutenant may 


T3 if 
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if he pleaſes govern alone, but then he muſt, as 1 
| know by experience, take a great deal more trouble 
upon himſelf than moſt lord lieutenants care to do, 
and he muſt not be afraid: but as they commonly 

prefer otium cum dignitate, their guards, their battle. 
axes, and their trumpets, not to mention perhaps the 
profits of their polt, to a Jaborious execution of ir, 
they muſt neceſſarily rule by a faction, of which fac- 
tion for the time being they are only the firſt ſlaves: 
the condition of the obligation is this: Your excellency 
or your grace wants to carry on his majeſty's buſineſs 
ſmoothly, and to have it to ſay, when you go back, 
that you met with no difficulties ; this we have ſuffi- 
cient ſtrength in parliament to engage for, provided 
we appear to have the favor and countenance of the 
government, the money, be it what it will, ſhall be 
chearfully voted; as for the public you ſhall do what 
you will, or nothing at all, for we care for' that no 
more than we ſuppoſe your grace or excellency does, 
but we repeat it again, our recommendation to places, 
penſions, &c. muſt prevail, or we fhall not be able to 
keep our people in order. Theſe are always the ex- 
Preſſed, or at leaſt the implied, conditions of theſe 
| rreaties, which either the indolence or the inſufficiency 
of the governors ratify : from that moment theſe yn- 
dertakers bury the governor alive, but indeed pom- 
poully: different from the worſhipful company of un- 
dertakers here, who ſeldom bury any body alive, or at 
| leaſt never without the conſent and privity of the next 
le 8 | 

I am now ſettled here for the ſummer, perhaps for 
ever, in great tranquillity of mind, not equally of 

r body; 
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body; I make the moſt of it, I vegetate with the ve- 
getables, and I crawl with the inſects in my garden, 


and | am, ſuch as I am, moſt faithfully and ſincerely 


Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


CETT-ERXXXY. 
TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 2, 1758. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
] AM now in poſſeſſion of the goods you procured 
1 me, and they are both excellent in their kind; but 
how difficult, not to ſay impoſſible, it is to find an 
honeſt factor! You have not cheated me it is true; 


but you have moſt groſsly defrauded the biſhop of 


Waterford, as appears by your own account here in- 
cloſed ; you ſet down two pieces and fourteen yards of 
cloth J. 16. 75. 3d. whereas I have received ſeven 
pieces and fourteen yards; which muſt certainly come 
to a great deal more. Item, you fet down but fix 


dozen and fix pints of Uſquebaugh ; whereas I have 


received nine dozen and fix, for which you put down 
only J. 1 3. 5s. and which makes it as cheap as por- 
ter's ale. Pray retrieve your character, which is at 


ſtake, and clear up this matter to the Biſhop, and to 


Your faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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UCETTERSYSIVL. 


TO THE SAM. 


. Blackheath, Aug. 29, 1758. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


CANNOT return ſuch an anſwer-as we could 
either of us with, to your frequent and friendly 
inquiries after my weakened and decaying body and 
mind. TI am at leaſt unwell, often worſe, and never 
quite well, My deafneſs, which is conſiderably in- 
creaſed, deprives me of that conſolation which ſickneſs 
commonly admits of, the converſation of a few friends; 
and my illneſs deprives me of the chief conſolation 
under deafneſs, which is reading and writing. My 
head will ſeldom let me read, and ſeldomer let me 
think, conſequently ſtill ſeldomer let me write. Shall 
I tell you that I bear this melancholy fituation with 
that meritorious conſtancy and reſignation which moſt 
people boaſt of? No, for I really cannot help it; if I 
could, I certainly would ; and, ſince I cannot, I have 
common ſenſe and reaſon enough, not to make my 

ſituation worſe, by unavailing reſtleſſneſs and regret. 
I hope, for your ſake and many other people's, that 
your health is perfect, for I know that you will employ 
it in doing good. May you long have that power, as 
I am ſure you will always have thoſe inclinations! lam, 
with real truth and friendſhip, 

My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful ſervant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 


5 LE T- 
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LETTER XXXVY, 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 20, 1759. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


| RECEIVED yeſterday your very kind letter of the 
roth, with the incloſed, which I forwarded accord- 
ing to the directions. No apologies about that, for I 
am very glad to be the entrepòt between you and who- 
ever you correſpond with. White proteſts tha: he 
troubled you with a letter, long ſince the time men- 
tioned in your's. For theſe three months he has een 
confined with the gout, and is but juſt got about me 
again. But neither could he, nor I myſelf, have given 


you any account of my moſt unaccountable illneſs, far 


am ill, better, and worſe, within the ſpace of every half 
hour; all that I know is, that it is a miſerable latter 
end of life. But it would not be reaſonable in me io 
complain, as the former part was happier than I could 
in juſtice pretend to. 

I faid nothing to you upon the death of your bro- 
ther (a); I never upon thoſe occaſions do, where I am 
ſure the concern is ſincere: yours, I dare ſav, was ſo; 


but you had this juſt reflection to comfort you, that 


he left a good character, and a reaſonable fortune to 
his family, behind him. 
Adieu, my dear lord; my head will not be held down 
any longer. 
| Yours ſincerely, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
4s) The biſhop's brother, colonel Chenevix, of the Carubineers, 
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LETTER .XXIXVIl. 


TO THE SAME. 


5 Blackheath, June 13, 1759. 
MY DEAR LORD, 

AM extremely obliged to you for your kind 

letter of the 2d, and, thank God, can return you 
a more ſatisfactory anſwer than, for ſome time paſt, I 
have been able to do. In the firſt place, I am alive, 
which neither I nor any body elſe, ſix months ago, 
thought that I ſhould be, In the next place my old, 
crazy, and ſhattered carcaſe enjoys more negative 
health than it has done for a long time. I owe this 
unexpected amendment to milk, which, in this my 
ſecond infancy, I live upon almoſt as entirely I did 
in my firſt, Aſſes, cows, and even goats, club to 
maintain me. I have in particular a white amalthez, 
that ſtrays upon the heath all day, and ſelects the moſt 
falutary and odoriferous herbs, which ſhe brings me 
night and morning filtrated into milk, Thus I rub 
on in a tolerable mediocrity ; life is neither a burthen 
nor a pleaſure to me; but a certain degree of ennui 
_ neceſſarily attends that neutral ſtate, which makes me 
very willing to part with it, when he who placed me 
here thinks at to call me away. 
I ſuppoſe you felt ſome pangs at parting with your 
fon, and your tender anxiety will make you feel {till 
more in his abſence. May he anſwer not only your 
_ expectation, but your fondeſt wiſhes! J am ſure it is 
one of the warmeſt of mine. I am 

Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CnksrERTIEI D. 


LE T- 
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erer 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 9, 1759s 

MY DEAR LORD, 5 
1 CONFESS I have been long in arrears with 

you, and owe you a great deal for your frequent 
and kind inquiries after my health, or, to ſpeak 
more properly, my want of it; but it has not been 
in my power to pay. I have been often, within 
theſe three months, not only too ill to write; but too 
ill to ſpeak, think, or move. I have now a favour- 
able moment of negative health, and that is the moſt 
that I muſt ever expect; and I think I cannot employ 
it better than in thanking you for your friendſhip, and 


in aſſuring you of mine. When I refle& upon the 


poor remainder of my life, I look upon it as a bur- 
then that muſt every day grow heavier and heavier, 
from the natural progreſſion of phyſical ills, the uſual 
companions of increaling years; and my reaſon tells 
me that I ſhou}d wiſh for the end of it; but inſtinct, 
often ſtronger than reaſon, and perhaps oftener in the 
right, makes me take all proper methods to put it 
off. This innate ſentlment alone makes me bear life 
with patience ; for I aſſure you I have no farther 
hopes ; but, on the contrary, many fears from it. 
None of the primitive Anachoretes in the Thebais 


could be more detached from life than I am. I con- 


ſider it as one who is wholly unconcerned in it; and, 
even when I reflect back, upon what I have ſeen, 
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what I have heard, and what I have done myſelf, 1 
can hardly perſuade myſelf, that all that frivolous 
hurry and buſtle, and pleaſures of the world, had 
any reality; but they ſeem to have been the dreams 
of reſtleſs nights. This philoſophy, however, I 
thank God, neither makes me ſour nor melancholic ; 
1 fre the folly and abſurdity of mankind, without 
indignation or peeviſhneſs. I wiſh them wiſer, and 
conſequently better than they are. I pity the weak 
and the wicked, without envying the wile and the 
good, but endeavouring to the utmoſt of my abilities 
to be one of that minority. 

You are not quite ſo philoſophical in Ireland, where 


all the tourbillons of Deſcartes ſeem to be in the moſt 
rapid motion, What do your mobs mean? The 


Hibernian ſpirits are exceedingly inflammable. Le- 


nients and refrigeratives will cool and quiet them. 


I am very ſorry that your daughter's lameneſs ſeems 


. incurable ; for I heartily wiſh well to every limb of 
your family; and am, 


Your moſt ſincere friend and faithful ſervant, 
, | CHESTERFIELD. 


P.S. Lady Cheſterfield bids me aſſure you of 
ber ſervice and eſteem. 
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LET. TER XE. 


TO THE SAM Ee. 


| London, Jan. 22, 1762, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HEN I received your laſt letter, I was not 

in a condition to anſwer, and hardly to read 
it; I was fo extremely ill, that I little thought that I 
ſhould live to the date of this letter, I have within 
theſe few months more than once ſeen death very 
near; and when one does fee it near, let the beſt or 
the worſt people ſay what they pleaſe, it is a very 
ſerious conſideration. I thank God, I ſaw it without 
very great terrors; but, at the ſame time, the divine 
attribute of mercy, which gives us comfort, cannot 
make us forget, nor ought it, his attribute of juſ- 


tice, which muſt blend ſome fears with our hopes. 


The faculty tell me that I am now much better, and 
to be ſure I am ſo, compared with what I was a fort- 
night ago; but, however, {till in a very weak and 


lingering condition, not likely in my opinion to hold 


out long; but, whether my end be more or leſs 
remote, I know I am tottering upon the brink of 
this world, and my thoughts are employed about 
the other. However, while I crawl upon this planet, 
I think myſelf obliged to do what good I can, in my 
narrow domeſtic ſphere, to my fellow- creatures, and 
to wiſh them all the good I cannot do, What ſhare 
you will always have in thoſe wiſhes, our long triend- 

ſhip, 
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ſhip, and your own merit, which I have fo long 
known, will beſt tell you. 

I am, with great truth and juſt eſteem, 


Your molt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


CY LAT T'B'R---XLE 


TO THE SAME. 


: London, April 29, 

My DEAR LORD, 5 

| M* des Voeux brought me your kind letter, 

and will ſend me (for he is gone to Ger— 

many) his Eccleſiaſtes as ſoon as it comes out. A 

propos of that book, 1 hope you have ſeen Voltaire's 

precis of it in verſe. Nothing in my mind can be 

finer, than both the ſenſe and poetry of it: for fear 

that you ſhould not have ſeen it, I will give you two 
paſſages out of it, that ſtruck. me exceedingly, 


Dieu nous donna les biens, il veut qu'on en jouiſſe, 

Maiz n'oubliez jamais leur cauſe et leur auteur, 
Et lorſque vous goutez fa divine faveur, 

O! mortels gardez vous d'oublier fa juſtice l. 


Thbeſe lines may be thus rendered in Engliſh: 
God gave us bleſſings, freely to enjoy; 
Mortals! remember from whoſe hand they came, 
And, while you taſte his gracious gifts with joy, 
Both love and reverence his awful name, 


TO His FRIENDS. BOOK HI. LET. xi. Xt.t. 87 
This is exactly from the original; but the following 
lines are in my mind a great improvement. 


Repandez vos bienfaits avec magnificence, 
Meme aux moins vertueux ne les refulez pas, 
Ne vous informez pas de leur reconnoiſſance, 
It eſt grand, il eſt beau de faire des ingrats *. 


I now read Solomon with a ſort of ſympathetic feel- 
ing. I have been as wicked and as vain, though not 
ſo wiſe as he: but am now at laſt wiſe enough to feel 
and atteſt the truth of his reflection, that all is vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit, This truth 1s never ſuffici- 
ently diſcovered or felt by mere ſpeculation ; experi- 
ence in this caſe is neceſſary for conviction, though 
perhaps at the expence of ſome morality. 
Il do not comprchend you in Ireland en detail; but 
this I comprehend en gros, that that poor country will 
be undone. All the caules, that ever deſtroyed any 
country, conſpire in this point to ruin Ireland; pre- 
mature luxury, for your luxury out: ſtripped your 
riches, which in other countries it only accompanies z 
a total diſregard to the public intereſt, both in the 
governed and the governors; a profligate and ſhame- 
leſs avowal of private intereſt; a univerſal corrup- 
tion of both morals and manners. All this is more 


than neceſſary to ſubyert | any conſtitution in the 


world. | 8 8 5 


* Diffuſe your bounties with a liberal hand; 
Nor ſpare the leaſt- deſerving to relieve : 
No thanks the generous mind ſhould &er demand; 
? Tis great, 'tis godlike, unrepaid to give, 
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You expect, from the intereſt which I know you 
fake in it, to have ſome account of my wretched and 
almoſt deſtroyed conſtitution ; but I will only tell you, 
in ſhort, that I am not worſe than I was, and that I 
know I never can be better than I am now, though 
that is bad enough of all conſcience. My ſtay in 
this world cannot be long. God, who placed me 
here, only knows when he will order me out of it; 
but whenever he does, I ſhall moſt willingly obey his 
command, with confidence in his mercy. Adieu, 

my dear lord. I am moſt ſincerely yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER XLII. 


TO THE S8 A ME. 


Blackheath, Aug. 28, 1760. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 


FF SHOULD have anſwered your laſt and moſt 
friendly letter ſooner, but that the weak and 
languid ftate which I have been in for ſome time did 
not leave me ſpirits to do any thing, much leſs any 
thing well. What was unjuſtly and infamouſly urged 
againſt Algernon Sidney, I found too true in my 
own caſe, that ſcribere eſt agere (writing is acting), 
and therefore I did not undertake it. I am now a 
little better, but this better moment is no ſecurity 
that the next will not be a very bad one, for I am 
more than journalier in my complaints, even hours 
1 5 make 
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make great variations in them. This, you muſt 
allow, is an unfortunate latter end of my life, and 
conſequently a tireſome one; but I muſt own too, that 
perhaps it is a very juſt one, and a fort of balance 
to the tumultuous and imaginary pleaſures of the 
former part of it. In the general courſe of things, 
there ſeems to be, upon the whole, a pretty equal diſ- 
tribution of phyſical good and evil, ſome extraordi- 
nary caſes excepted ; and even moral good and evil 
ſeem mixed to a certain degree; for one never ſees 
any body ſo perfectly good, or ſo perfectly bad, as 
they might be. Why this is fo, it is in vain for us 
upon this planet to inquire, for it is not given us yet 
to know. I behold it with a reſpectful admiration, 
and cry out, O altitudo! 

White told me that you intend to turn gardener, 
and that your firſt trial is to be railing of melons; for 
which reaſon I have ſent you fuch a proviſion of 
good melon-ſeed of different kinds, as will ſerve you, 
your nati natorum, et qui naſcentur ab illis (your chil- 
dren's children, and thoſe that will be born of them) ; 
but, as an older and more experienced gardener 
than you are, I muſt add ſome inſtructions as to 
their culture. Know then, that they are much better 
raiſed in tanner's bark than in dung ; that you ſhould 
put but two ſeeds in what the gardeners call a light ; 
and, that when they are about half-grown, if the wea- 


ther is hot, you ſhould cover them with oiled paper, 


inſtead of glaſs, to ſave the vines from being burned 


up before the fruit is ripe. I, and moſt people here, 


prefer the canteloupes, but they are not the bet. 
bearers, 
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I am very glad that your ſon does hitherto ſo well at 
the univerſity, and there is no doubt of his continu- 
ing to do ſo, provided he keeps clear of the epideinical 
vices of colleges in general, and of Iriſh colleges in 
particular. You may eaſily gueſs that I mean that 
beaſtly degrading vice of drinking, which increaſes 
with years, and which ends in ſtupid. fottiſhneſs. I 
hope all the reſt of your family are as well as I wiſh 
them; for, upon my word, I ſincerely wiſh you all 
tutti quanti as well as you can wiſh yourſelves. 


I am, my dear lord, 
Your faithful friend and humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD; 
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London, Dec. 16, 1760. 


n 


MY DEAR LORD, 


—— — 


4 _ * — — doe tm tl. I 
EE 1 * * 
as —_ — * —_— 


MAKE no excuſes for the irregularity of my 

correſpondence, or the unfrequency of my let- 
ters; for my declining mind keeps pace with my 
decaying body, and I can no more ſcribere digna legi 
(write things worthy to be read), than I can facere 
digna ſcribi (do things worthy to be written). My 
health is always bad, though ſometimes better and 
ſometimes worſe, but never good, My deafneſs in- 
creaſes, and conſequently deprives me of the com- 
forts 
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neſſes; in ſhort, this laſt ſtage of my life is a very 
redious one, and the roads very bad; the end of it 
cannot be very far off, and 1 cannot be ſorry for it. 
I wait for it, imploring the- mercy of my Creator, 
and deprecating his juſtice. The beſt of us muſt 
truſt to the former, and dread the latter. 

I do not know what picture it is of the late lord 
Scarborough, that you would have copied; I have 
none, nor do I know of any, unleſs perhaps Jemmy 
Lumley has one; fo ſend me your farther directions 
about it. | 
In my opinion you are very much in the right not 
to concern yourſelf in the conteſted elections. Ab- 
ſtine q fabis (Abſtain from beans) is as becoming a 
maxim for a biſhop, as it was for Pythagoras; 
moreover, in parliamentary elections perhaps there is 


no choice. You are all wild about them in Ireland, 


and want, it ſcems, to have all the ill blood, ex- 
pence, and riot, which they occaſion, renewed every 
ſeven years. I wiſh you would be quiet, for I pro- 
phecy that you will get no good by your politics, 
but I fear much the contrary. 

I queſtion whether you will ever ſee my friend 
George Faulkner in Ireland again, he is become ſo 
great and conſiderable a man here in the republic of 
letters; he has a conſtant table open to all men of 
wit and learning, and to thoſe ſometimes who have 
neither. I have been able to get him to dine with 
me but twice; though otherwiſe I muſt do him the 
Juſtice to ſay, he lives with his old friends upon the 


U 2 | _ ſame 


forts of ſociety, which other people have in their ill- 
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ſame ealy foot as formerly. Adieu, my dear lord: 
I am the moſt faithful of your friends and ſervants, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER XLIV. 


25 


TO THE SAME. 
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| Bath, Mar. 19, 1561. 

MY DEAR LORD, | 
T HAVE been much and long in your debt, 

contrary to my inclination, for I hate to be in any 
debt, eſpecially in marks of friendſhip and affection; 
but I am perſuaded you know the ſentiments of my 
heart, with regard to yourſelf, too well to require 
regular promiſſory notes for my debts of. that kind. 
Beſides, in truth, paper credit is ſo much ſtretched, 
both here and in Ireland, that I think it will now go 
for very little in either country. 

You have a new lord lieutenant for your country, 
who certainly is able, and I dare ſay willing, to do 
well. But for God's ſake be quiet, mind your inte- 
rior civil intereſt, and do not get into any more poli- 
ical ſcrapes with England, that will always be too 

hard for you in the end, and, if provoked, I doubt 
too hard upon you. I have ſtill a tenderneſs for Ire- 
land, and am really concerned when I hear of its 
being worked up into a general ferment, only that a 
few individuals may make the better bargain for 
themſelves, 
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I will tell you nothing of the ſeveral changes at 
court, which from the gazettes you will know as 
much of as I do here from the ſame authority, for I 
have no better, and am glad of it; for what is the 
world now to me, or I to the world, except as a Citi- 
zen of it, in which capacity I will always endeavour 
to do my little part to my fellow-creatures? I know 
no uſe that a deaf, infirm, wretched creature as I am, 
can be of to ſociety, unleſs that of maintaining the 
neceſſary number of his ſpecies, to attend and nurſe 
him. Your conſtant and kind anxiety about my 
health makes you, I know, defire that J ſhould give 
you ſome account of it; but I cannot by any means 
give you ſuch an account as you would wiſh for. I 
came here juft ſix weeks ago, and for the firſt fort- 
night was abundantly better, and 1 wiſh I had then 
cut out a winner, to uſe the gameſter's phraſe ; but 
it was very natural to continue a medicine that did 
me a great deal of good, in hopes of more; for who 
is ſatisfied with, or knows what is, enough? Since 
that, the waters have done me as much harm as at 
firſt they did me good ; and I return to London next 
Monday, in juſt the ſame weak and miſerable condi- 
tion in which I came here. 


I hope you and all your family are unacquainted 


with the ills I feel. May you all long continue ſo, 


and enjoy all the other comforts and bleflings of 
life! J am, my dear lord, 
Your moot faithful friend, 

and humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 
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LETTE R XLV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 9, 1761. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
O ſatisfy your kind impatience concerning my 
health, I am obliged to take up the pen my- 
ſelf, though little able to conduct it. Poor White 
has been very ill theſe two months, and part of the 
time in great danger from a violent fever, which 
returned after ſuch ſhort intervals as left him no time 
to recover any ſtrength; but now fortunately all his 
complaints have centered in a very ſevere fit of the 
gout, which I hope will ſet all right. He has lived 
with me now above forty years ; we were young and 
healthy together, we are old and crazy, and ſeem to 
be tending to our laſt ſtage together, This is the 
natural courſe of things, and upon the whole we have 
neither of us any cauſe of complaint, As to mylelf, 
I am one day better, and another worſe; and my 
ſtate of vegetation, for it is no more, is a lingering 
and drooping one. 

Lord Halifax will be with you at the end of Sep- 


tember, or the beginning of October. I am ſure 


he will make you a good governor, and I hope a 


popular one; for I know he goes firmly reſolved to 


do all the good he can to Ireland. He underſtands 
buſineſs, and, what 1s more, loves it; he has ſteadi- 
neſs and reſolution to govern you well himſelf, and 


he 
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he will not be governed by undertakers. Adieu, 
my dear lord ; my head, and my hand, both call 
upon me to trouble you no longer. 


I am, your moſt affectionate friend, 


and faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 
—_ 


* _ _—_ 


EI T TIER UN 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept, 12, 1751. 

MY DEAR LORD, 
J DO not know whether I ſhall give you a reaſon 
which you will reckon a good one; but I will 
honeſtly give you the true one, for my writing ſo 
ſeldom. It is one of the effects, and not the leaſt 
diſagreeable one, of my diſorder, to make one indo- 
lent, and unwilling to undertake even what one has a 
mind to do. I have often ſet down in the intention 
of writing to you, when the apparatus of a table, 
pen, ink, and paper, has diſcouraged me, and made 
me procraſtinate, and ſay, like Feſtus, ** At a con- 
*.yenient time will I ſpeak to thee.” Thoſe, whe 
have not experienced this indolence and languor, I 
know, have no conception of them; and therefore, 
many people ſay that I am extremely well, becauſe 1 
can walk and ſpeak, without knowing how much it 
U 4 coſts 
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coſts me to do either. This was the caſe of the 
biſhop of Offory, who reported only from my out- 
ſide, which is not much altered. I cannot ſay, how- 
ever, that I am poſitively ill ; but, I can poſitively 
ſay, that I am always unwell, In ſhort, I am in my 
health, what many, reckoned in the main good ſort 
of people, are in their morals; they commit no fla- 
grant crimes, but their conſcience ſecretly reproaches 
them with the non-obſervance or the violation of 
many leſſer duties. White is recovered from his 
acute illneſs, and is now only infirm and crazy, and 
will be ſo as long as he * I believe we ſhall 
ſtart fair. 

ihe biſhop of Offory told me one thing, that I 
heard with great pleaſure; which was, that your ſon 
did extremely well at the univerſity, and anſwered, 


not only your hopes, but your wiſhes ; J ſincerely 
congratulate you upon it. 


The town of London and the city of Weſtminſter 


are gone quite mad with the wedding and the ap- 


proaching coronation, People think nor talk of no- 


thing eſe. For my part, I have not ſeen our new 


queen yet; and as for the coronation, I am not alive 
enoueh to march, nor dead enough to walk at it. 
You can bear now and then a quibble, I hope; but 
am, without the leaſt 4gyivoque, my dear lord, 


Jour moſt faithful friend, 
and humble ſervant, 


* 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P. &. 
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P. 8. Your lord lieutenant will be with you 
immediately after the coronation. He has 
heard of combinations, confederations, and all 
forts of ations, to handcuff and fetter him; 


but he ſeems not in the leaſt apprehenſive of 
them. 


LETTER” WVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Oct. 31, 1761. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


NEVER doubted but that lord Halifax's re- 
ception of you would be ſuch as, by your laſt _ 
letter, you inform me it was. The leaſt relation to 
his late uncle *, and my friend, will always be a 
recommendation to him; but you have a better. I 
received yeſterday from my old friend Faulkner, his 
ſpeech at the opening of this new parliament, and 
am moſt extremely pleaſed both with the matter and 
the manner. He dwells upon my three favorite 
points; the proteſtant charter-ſchools, the linen-ma- 
nufacture, and a proper indulgence of the Roman 
Catholics. = 
have ſent Mrs. Ruſſell ſome melon-ſeed for you, 
which ſhe will convey to you when ſhe has a proper 
opportunity, There are two ſorts, one of the largeſt 


and beſt canteloupes I ever eat in my lite ; the other 


The earl of Scarborough, 
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is of a ſmaller ſize, the coat very near black, but 
rather I think of a ſuperior flavor to the other. If, 
in raifing them, you make uſe of tann inſtead of 
dung, they will be much the better. 

I am perſuaded that your buſineſs in parliament 
will go ſmoothly on, at leaſt this ſeſſion; I hope fo 


for the ſake of Ireland, that can never be a gainer by 


quarrelling with England, however juſtly. 

As you always inſiſt upon my acquainting you with 
my ſtate of health for the time being, I will tell you 
that I am not worſe, rather a little better, but far 
from well. Well I muſt never expect to be. I ſhall 
go, in about ten Gays, to the Bath, in hopes of 
being ſomething better, and I will compound for 
{mall gains. 


I am, my dear lord, moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET TE R XLVIIL 


TO THE SAM E, 


| | Blackheath, July 8, 1762. ® 
MY DEAR LORD, FFG | 

CANNOT anſwer your laſt kind letter as J 
could wiſh, and as you, I believe, wiſh full as 
much as I, by telling you that I am better : all I can 


* S * > ·³·˙ 


do for you is, to tell you that [ am not worſe. 1 


4 have 
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have always reminiſcences of my rheumatiſm more 
or leſs, ſometimes very ſevere ones in my legs, which 
] do not expect ever to be entirely free from, for 1 
never knew any man radicaily cured of rheumatiſm ; 
d'ailleurs je vegete & voild tout (1 vegetate, and that 
is all). N 

I ſincerely congratulate you upon the academical 
triumphs of your ſon, which muſt give you the moſt 
ſenſible pleaſure, I look upon your care of him to 
be now over, as he has learning and knowledge to 
know, that he muſt not only keep what he has, but 
improve it. It is only thoſe who know very little, 
that ſtop ſhort, thinking they know enough, which 
ends in knowing nothing. 

The piece of callico, which you ſent White, is 
extremely good and fine, Mind your weaving and 
ſpinning, and lay aſide your politics; the former will 
enrich you ; but, take my word for it, you will never 
be better for the latter. I wiſh I could ſee your 
great politicians labouring for the good of their coun- 
try, like Hercules, with diſtaffs, inſtead of ſeptennial 
bills, in their hands. What, and ſo be dependent 
upon England? ſays Mr. Lucas. Yes, I hope ſo; 
for when Ireland is no longer dependent upon Eng- 
land, the Lord have mercy upon it! I am, moſt 
ſincerely, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 
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LETTER XIIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 4, 1762. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 


Y wretched health, about which you are fo 
kindly ſolicitous, is fo very variable, that J 
can hardly give you any account of it at the begin- 
ning of a letter, without having reaſon at the end of 
it to alter that account. The humor, whether gouty 
or rheumatic, or rather as I think a compound of 


. both, teazes and chicanes me, ſometimes in my legs, 


ſometimes in my head and ſtomach, and ſometimes, 
though ſeldom, 1s quite quiet, and then I am as 
well as at my time of life I can ever hope to be. I 
muſt take it all as it comes, and will bear it with pa- 
tience. God has ſent phyſical, as well as moral, ills 
into the world; and for good and wile reaſons of his 
own, I am convinced, which I do not pretend to 
know; nor do J at all admit thoſe reaſons which men 
are pleaſed to aſſign for it. I wiſh mankind would 
condeſcend to be reſpectfully ignorant of many things, 


which it is impoſſible they can ever know whilſt in 


this world. But no, we muſt know every thing ; and 
our pride will not let us own our ignorance. 
The piece of raw ſilk, which you ſent me in your 


laſt, ſeems to me, who underſtand very little of the 


matter, extremely good ; but, to tell you the truth, I 


doubt it will never prove an extenſive and profitable 


manufacture, Your climate is not warm enough for 
mulberry 
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mulberry- trees, and the worms will not be nouriſhed 
as they ate in hotter countries. However, you do 
very well to try; for whatever quantity of filk you 
may make, will be ſo much clear gain, will encou- 
rage induſtry z and, let the worſt come to the worſt, 
the plantations of mulberry-trees will adorn the coun- 
try. I am glad to find the ſpirit of induſtry 1s fo 
active amongſt you; it is much better than the ſpirit 
of politics, and Ireland will get much more by it. 
Adieu, my dear lord, I am, with the greateſt truth 
and affection, IF 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE TI 6 RI 


TO THE SAME. 


' Blackheath, Oct. 75 1762. 

MY DEAR LORD, 

THANK you heartily for your laſt kind let- 
ter; it is ſome ſatisfaction, in all misfortunes, to 
know that thoſe people whom one loves and values 
intereſt themſelves in them; and I am ſure that you 
take a ſincere part in mine. I am not worſe, nor I 
am not better, than when I wrote to you laſt. I 
know that I never can nor ſhall be better, and I will 
readily compound for never being worſe. Preſident 

Monteſquieu, who had been almoſt blind for many 
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years, uſed to ſay, je ſais tre aveugle (I know how 
to be blind); and I am fure I have been long enough 
ul, to know how to be ſo. But he was not deaf ; 
and, if I were not ſo, I ſhould be much leſs affected 
by my other complaints. I cannot uſe myſelf to 
deafneſs, though 1 have now had it fourteen years ; 
it gives one a ſtupid look at firſt, and ſoon afterwards 
makes one really ſo. 

This has been a very bad ſeaſon for the Jeſuits, 
and I do not very well fee why, unleſs it be that there 
is a time for all things, and that theirs is come; for 
their religious and moral (or if you will immoral) doc- 
trines have been the ſame theſe two hundred years, 
They have often indeed been attacked during that 
time, and by great men, but have always recovered 
it; whereas now they die. I vill venture to prophecy 
they will never recover, this being by no means an 
eccleſiaſtical age. I even queſtion whether the popes 
will hold it out much longer. 

Iwill ſend ſome excellent melon- ſeed to Mrs. Ruſ- 
ſel, who I take it for granted can find ſome means of 
forwarding it to you. It is three years old, which 
we gardeners reckon the beſt age. Adieu, my dear 
lord. I am, moſt faithfully, 


Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


In about three weeks I propoſe going to > Bath for 
my rheumatic pains, 


rn . 


TO THE SAME. 


2 | London, Jan. 6, 1763. 
MY DEAR LORD, 

CONFESS mylelf a moſt lazy and aukward 

correſpondent, but it is not ſo much my fault as 
it is my misfortune ! for writing now is not the eaſy 
taſk to me that it was formerly, and both my head 
and my hand undertake it unwillingly. However, 
in ſpite of them both, I could not let this ſeaſon paſs 
by, without wiſhing you and yours a great many 
happy new years; not in compliance with cuſtom, 
but to ſatisfy my ſentiments of friendſhip and affec- 
tion for you. 

I am returned from the Bath with much better 
health than I carried there, I have now a tolerable 
negative degree of health, which at my age, and with 
my ſhattered conſtitution, is all that I can reaſonably 
aſk of heaven, for the ſhort remainder of my ſpan. 

I am glad to hear that I ſhall have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you and your ſon this ſummer : I hope you 
will not embark before the ſtormy ſeaſon is over, 
which 1s nor till April or May. 


1 am, with the trueſt friendſhip and eſteem, 


My dear lord, | 
Your moſt faithful humble 8 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LET FER LE 


TO THE SAME. 


| | Bath, Dec. 5, 1763. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 
THANK you for your kind and informing 
- letter, which I received by the laſt poſt. I can- 
not give you ſuch an account of myſelf as I know 
you wiſh, I was dangerouſly ill of a bilious fever 
ten days before I left London, and remained ex- 
tremely weak and low from it. The faculty haſt- 
ened me to this place, which was, as they faid, to 
carry off the dregs of the fever, reſtore my ſtrength 
and ſpirits, and what not. The waters, however, 
which I have now drunk a full fortnight, have done 
no ſuch thing; inſtead of that, grow weaker every 
day, and my ſpirits lower. 
You have acted in the affair of the charities as 
becomes your eccleſiaſtical character, and your pri- 
vate character of integrity and charity as a man, in 
endeavouring to detect, if you cannot puniſh, thoſe 
facrilegious frauds, in diverting to infamous political 
jobs, the ſums of money bequeathed and appropriated 
for the relief of the poor. That I call ſacrilege in 
the higheſt degree, if giving to the poor be, as un- 
doubtedly it is, lending to God. This is a much 
more criminal ſacrilege than ſtealing an old pulpi: 
cloth out of a pariſh church, that can do as wel! 
without it; and which, though canonically called 
ſacrilege, is, in my mind, but humble robbery. Go 
I | on 
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on then, my good lord, and detect not only the 
thieves, but thoſe who connive at them. Thou ſaweſt 
a thief, and conſentedſt unto him, was formerly 


the deſcription of a very bad charaQter, and ſhould 


be ſo ſtill, unleſs your doctors of divinity will ſay, 
like Moliere's doctor of phyſic, nous avons change 
tout cela (we haye altered all that), Good-night, 
my dear lord. 


Yours moſt faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


ETTT ER LM 
TO THE. SAME. 


| London, Mar. 17, 1764. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 
O UR laſt letter, which I received this week, 
made me two letters in your debt; but you 
are ſo uſed to my bad payment, that I am ſure you 
will excuſe it, eſpecially when you conſider that peo- 
ple of quality ſeldom pay at all; whereas I ſome- 
rimes pay ſomething in part, and upon account. 

1 affure you it is no compliment, but a literal 
truth, when I tell you that I have the warmeſt ſenſe 
of your kindneſs, in providing my old and chilled car- 
caſe with ſuch a quantity of flannel. I have cut my 
waiſtcoats according to my cloth, and they come 
half-way down my thighs. 

Vol. IV. X | T am 
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I am told you are altogether by the ears in Ireland, 


We are ſo here too; and it will always be ſo, while 
avarice and ambition triumph over reaſon and virtue, 
Adieu, my dear lord. I am 


Moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER IIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Oct. 1, 1764. 

MY DEAR LORD, 
1 HAVE been a long time in your debt, but T 

hope that my age and infirmities give me ſome 
privileges to compenſate a little for the lofs- of youth 
and health. I am paſt the age at which a Roman ſol- 
dier was rude donatus, which ſome have tranſlated, 
given to be rude. I adopt that verſion. Since your 
friendſhip for me makes you ſollicitous to have ac- 


counts of my health, I will tell you that I am neither 


better nor worſe than when you heard from me laſt. 


T am never free from phyſical ills of one kind or an- 


other, but uſe and patience make them ſupportable; 
and I own this obligation. to them, that they have 


cured me of worſe ills than themſelves, I mean moral 


ills, for they have given me leiſure to examine, and 
reflection to ſubdue, all my paſſions. I think only of 
doing my duty to my Creator, and to my fellow- 


created 
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created beings, and omnis in hoc ſum (this is my only 
objeRt.) Aer 
Are you a grandfather in embryo yet ? That ought 
by this time to be manifeſt, When you ſhall be really 


ſo, may your grand-children give you as much ſatis- 
faction as your own children have done 


Good night, my dear lord; I am moſt affectionately 
yours, | 


CHESTERFIELD, 


P. S. Lady Cheſterfield deſires me to add her 
compliments to all. 


— 


> — 


LETTER LV. 


TO THE SAME. 


4 5 Blackheath, Sept. 25, 1765. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
L7 OUR letter gave me the pleaſure of knowing 
. your ſafe arrival in Ireland; but if you were as 
ſick as uſual at ſea, notwithſtanding my brandy and 
lemon, and your own faffron-bag, you ſink it upon 


me, which is not quite fair to your doctor, who ſhould 


always be informed of the ſucceſs of his preſcriptions. 
As you are always as ſollicitous about my health as 


Jam, and more ſo about my life, I will tell you that I 
am juſt as you left me, neither well nor ill, and hob- 

bling on to my journey's end, which I think I am not 
afraid of, but will not anſwer for myſelf, when the ob- 


X 2 Jet 


; 


308 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


ject draws very near, and is very ſure. That moment 
is at leaſt a very reſpectable one, let people who boaſt 
of not fearing it ſay what they pleaſe, and by the way 
thoſe people have commonly the moſt reaſon to fear 
it. 

Your lord lieutenant“ will be with you very ſoon, 
to meet your parliament, Thoſe firſt meetings are 
generally kind ones, and often much kinder than the 
partings. I really think he will be liked, for he is, in 
my opinion, the honeſteſt and moſt religious man in 
the world, and, moreover, very much a gentleman in 
his behaviour to every body, But what orders he 

may bring with him from hence, or what temper he 
may find you in, that may create differences, I cannot 
ſay, becauſe I am ſure I do not know; but this I 
know, that thoſe amongſt you who are wiſe will avoid 
quarrelling with England. I fay this only for the ſake . 
of Ireland, to which I moſt ſincerely wiſh well, and 
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believe that I am generally thought to do ſo. Do not ; 
| think of mimicking our parliamentary tricks in Eng- +# 
4 - 


land, for they will not do 1n Ireland, 

J propoſe going to Bath in about three weeks, for 
half repairs at moſt; whole ones I do not pretend to: 
my wretched veſſel is too much ſhattered to be ever fit 
for failing again. May yours fail eaſily and ſafely 
many years! 
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I am, my dear lord, 
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Yours moſt affectionately and faithfully, 


5 CHESTERFIELD» 
* Lord Hertford, 
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LETTER: LVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


\ 


London, Jan. 26, 1766. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HOUGH TI too long delayed ſending you my 
wiſhes of this ſeaſon, I am ſure you did me the 
juſtice to believe that I formed them as heartily and 
ſincerely for you, as you could do for me; and more 
I think cannot be ſaid on either fide. We have known 
one another too long to have any doubts upon that 
ſubject. 
The buſineſs of pamphleteering, I find, is not mo- 


nopolized on this ſide of the channel; for I have 


lately read two or three angry papers, and one of them 
ſquirted out by my friend Dr. Lucas. Surely your 
government will be wiſe enough not to take any no- 
tice of them. Puniſhment will make ſectaries and 
political writers conſiderable, when their own works 
would not; and if my friend Lucas had not been per- 
ſecuted under lord Harrington's government, I be- 
lieve he would have been, long before this, only a 
good apothecary, inſtead of a ſcurvy politician. I re- 
member, at the latter end of queen Anne's reign, there 


was a great number of fanatics, who ſaid they had, and 


very poſſibly really thought they had, the gift of pro- 


phecy. They uſed to aſſemble in Moor- fields to exert 


that gift, and were attended by a vaſt number of idle 
and curious ſpectators. The then miniſtry, who loved 


c little perſecution well enough, was however wiſe 
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enough not to diſturb theſe madmen, and only ordered 


one Powel, who was the maſter of a famous puppet- 
ſhow, to make Punch turn prophet, which he did ſo 


well, that it ſoon put an end to the prophets and their 
prophecies. 


I have been unwell of late, and have been let blood 
twice this week, which has done me ſo much good, 
that I am now better than I was before my diſorder ; 


but, well or unwell, I am always, 


My dear lord, 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER LVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, May 17, 1766. 
MY DEAR LORD, 

RECEIVED your kind letter yeſterday, and 

forwarded the incloſed according to your direc- 
tions. It is true I was long in your debt; but it is 
as true too, that I am no longer, as I once was, the 
pen of a ready writer; both my head and my hand 
ſcem to decline writing; in ſhort, Non ſum qualis eram 
(I am no more the man I formerly was). My ſtate of 


health, which you are always kindly inquiſitive about, 


is juſt as you left it. Iam too old to expect it to 
I mend, 


90 r 
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mend, and thank God it declines but gently, and I 
rather glide than tumble down hill. 


I heartily congratulate you upon the good effects of 


your bill, and it is almoſt pity that you have no fins 
for this act of charity to cover. Adieu, my dear 8 


1 am moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 
P. S. My compliments to your ſon, 


LETTER LVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Oct. 10, 1766. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


AM conſcious that I have been long in your 

L debt; and, were my letters of any. value, I would 
make you my excuſes for non-payment. The mind 
unfortunately keeps pace in decay with the body, and 
age and infirmities weaken them equally, I feel it 
moſt ſenſibly ; my body totters, and my underſtand- 
ing ſtutters; but, I thank God, I am wiſe enough ſtill, 
not to put either of them upon attempting, what nei- 
ther of them could probably perform. I have run 
the filly rounds both of pleaſure and buſineſs, and 
have done with them all. I think there is ſome merit 
in knowing when to have done. I have lived here at 
my hermitage in peaceful retirement all this ſummer, 


without any ven 8 ils, but at the ſame 


X 1 time 
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time never quite free from ſome of the leſſer ones, 
Upon the whole, I have no reaſon to murmur at my 
lot, it is better than I have deſerved; and, as I have 
generally obſerved that there is a compenſation of good 
and ill even in this world, IJ ought not to complain, 
conſidering the former part of my life, that the latter 
part of it is as wretched as it now is, I mean relative to 
my deafneſs, 

You have a new lord lieutenant *. I have feen him 
once, and he ſeems reſolved to do well. One thing 
I verily believe, that he will have no dirty work done, 
nor the leaſt corruption ſuffered. 

I give you a thouſand thanks for executing the MW 
commiſſions, which I was impertinent enough to trou- 5 


ble you with; but I do not know to good a maſter of : 


the robes as you are. You keep me in flannel, and 
you procure me linen, which are all the cloathings I 
want. | 

How goes it with your ſon, and alſo with your little 
grandſon? for I ſhall always take a ſincere part in 
whatever relates to you, being, with great truth and 
affection, 45 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


Lord Townſkend, 
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LETTER US. 


TO THE SAME, 


London, March. 12, 1767. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 

OU cloathed me when I was naked, but I be- 
| lieve you have often done that to many others; 
ſo I will not trouble you with many thanks upon that 


ſubject. Your linen was very good and cheap, and 


flannel very comfortable to my old carcaſe, during the 
laſt very ſevere winter, and J ſhall not leave it off even 
in ſummer; but, conformably to the laws of Ireland, I 
believe I ſhall be buried in Iriſh woollen. 

My kinſman, Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield, has mar- 


ried a niece of Mr. Barnes of Derby, whom you know, 


His ſon, whom I have taken and adopted, turns out 
prodigiouſly well, both as to parts and learning, and 
gives me great amuſement and pleaſure, in ſyperin- 
tending his education, and in ſome things inſtructing 
him myſelf, in which I flatter myſelf that I do ſome 
good, conſidering his future rank and fortune. 

Your new lord lieutenant ſeems extremely well diſ- 
poſed to Ireland, and I really believe will do it all the 
good that his ſituation, and ſome deep-rooted mange 
prejudices, will allow of. 

Has your ſon taken either orders or a wife yet? 


Both theſe bleſſings are indelible. For my own part, 


I am as well as I could expect to be at ſeventy-three 


paſt. I bave no immediate complaint of either pain 


Or 
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or ſickneſs, and nibil amplius opto (I wiſh nothing 
more); but our poor friend White 1s in a molt de. 
clining way, and I fear will not laſt much longer. He 
has now lived with me above fifty years, and ſerved 
me very faithfully. I ſhall feel the loſs of him very 
ſenſibly. I have ſurvived almoſt all my cotemporaries, 
and as I am too old to make new acquaintances, I find 
myſelf i/o/&; but I find too, upon ſelf-· examination, for 
which I have abundant time, that I am moſt affection- 
ately and ſincerely 
Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


om 


LE 1 T EN I. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Oct. 16, 1567, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


. T Y right hand being now tolerably able, and my 
A heart being, I am ſure, extremely willing, I 


* * * % " { 

= "my POR ct 

ä * nnn * 

bo ng RE ES rele 
* 


cannot employ the former ſo well, as in conveying my 
hearty and ſincere thanks to you, for the uncommon 
and extraordinary proofs of your friendſ{Eip and affec- 
tion in my laſt illneſs. Nothing but the warmeſt ſen- 
timents of friendſhip could have carried you through 


the deſarts of Ireland and Scotland, not to mention 


croſſing the ſea, to ſee an old acquaintance, whom it 
Was ten to one you did not find alive at your journey's 
end. This overpays any debt of gratitude you might 
8 4 think 
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think you owed me, and I confeſs myſelf your debtor. 
My general ſtate of health is at preſent tolerable, that 
is, negatively well, but I continue very near as weak 
as when you ſaw me. My legs neither recover ſtrength 
nor fleſh, as I expected, and as | was promiled by the 
ſkilful; and my two velcts de chambre are as neceſſary 


to me as they were a month ago. 


I ſhall remove to London this week for the winter, as 
the weather is now exceſſively cold and damp. Perhaps 
I may take my uſual journey to Bath, if the faculty 
pronounce me free from all ſuſpicions of a lurking 
fever, I do all I can to make the ſhort remains of 
life as comfortable as I can ; but if that will not do, 
J ſhall with the greateſt reſignation conſider the phyſi- 
cal ills of my old age, as a very ſlight and reaſonable 
tax upon the errors and follies of my youth. I am, 
with the utmoſt truth and eſteem, 


My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


by my illneſs as much as my legs. 
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P. S. I thank you before-hand for the books you left 
for me at my houſe in town, for I have not yet ſeen 
one of them. I forbad their being unpacked till I 

came to town myſelf, I cannot read above a quar- 
ter of an hour at a time, for my eyes have ſuffered 


-- . * 


* . 3 4 0 8 — 3 I ; - 5 2 - 2 ? EA 2 * I 
8 3 SS STU 


LESS on 
—_ 


105 
* 
1 
* 
T3201 

1 


ay 
wr 
kY 
= 
1 
AS 
7 
.< 
* 
& 
4 


316 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


LETTER IX, 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Dec. 25, 1767, 
MY DEAR LORD, 

RECEIVED yeſterday your very kind letter, 

which reiterates your follicitude for the ſtate of my 
health. It is, in general, neither bad nor good; I 
have no actual illneſs nor pain to complain of, but I 
am as lame of my legs as when you ſaw me, and muſt 
expect to be ſo for the reſt of my life. Every year, 
at a certain period of life, takes away ſomething from 
us; this laſt has taken away my legs, and therefore I 


muſt now content myſelf with thoſe of my horſes ; 


otherwiſe I am tolerably well for me. 


I moſt heartily congratulate you upon the ſucceſs of 
your ſon in his firſt pulpit. It is a pledge of ſtill more, 


when his concern and trepidation, inſeparable from his 


firſt attempt, ſhall be got over, 


I hope you go on ſucceſsfully in your charity affair, 
in which I am ſure neither your zeal nor your dili- 


gence will be wanting. It becomes your profeſſion, 


and your life becomes it. To you it-is an ornament, 
to many it is a cloak to cover a multitude of fins. © 
May I beg of you to make my compliments to my 
old and conſtant friend George Faulkner, and tell him 
that I will anſwer his letter very ſoon, but that one 
letter a day is as much as either my head or my hand 


will admit of? When I go to town, which will be in 


about 
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about three weeks, I ſhall open all his packets, which 
lie there ready for me. 

My compliments to your ſon. I make you none, 
for we have known one another too long and too well 
for that. 


317 


I am, with the greateſt truth imaginable, 
My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET TER-LXIL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 2, 1768, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


ANY thanks to you for your friendly anxiety 
concerning my health, or, as the more faſhion- 
able phraſe is, for your kind inquiries. As I told you 


in my former letter, I have, I thank God, neither pain 


nor ſickneſs, and I think it would be both impudent 
and abſurd in me to wiſh for better at my age, and 
with my conſtitution. It is true that I am very weak 
in my limbs, but I can walk for a quarter of an hour 


at a time upon even ground, which I do five or fix 


times a day, for you know that 2% legs and have legs; 
but I cannot go up ſtairs without great difficulty; and 
I ſhould tumble down ſtairs with great facility, if I 

| were 
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were not ſupported by the rails on one ſide, and a val: 
de chambre on the other. 

I do not comprehend your tranſactions in Ireland, 
but in general they appear to me to be tout comme 
chez nous (juſt as with us), Courtiers want to keep 
their places or to have better, and patriots want thoſe I 
very places. By the way, I am apt to think that the | 
patriot members of your houſe of commons are con- 
j foundedly bit, by paſſing the octennial bill, which I * 
j believe was never their intention. This is certain, 
that it will ruin a great number of your country gen- 
tlemen, who are as election-mad as we are here. I 
i reckon that this next ſummer will be the maddeſt and 
moſt drunken ſummer, that ever was known in the 
N three kingdoms; and if the weather ſhould prove 
| very hot into the bargain, the Lord have mercy upon 

us! 

My little boy * received your ſon's letter in due 
| time, and will anſwer it ſoon; which he tells me he 
| | ſhould have done much ſooner, but that he has had a 
| great deal of buſineſs of late upon his hands: doubt- 
leſs very important. Pray make my compliments to 
him, and to his ſon if born. 

Adieu, my dear lord : may you be for theſe many 
years as happy as you deſerve to be 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


The preſent earl of Chaſterfield, 
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LETTER LXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 29, 1768. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


IAM ordered by my little boy to ſend you the 


incloſed for your ſon, which I hope you will do 
with my compliments: I thank you for your letter; 
and alſo for your red flannel, which I have received, 
and in which I am at this time very comfortably 
wrapped up. 

It is not worth either your while or mine to tell 
you of the riots and tumults which the general elec- 
tion produces in this iſland, as you will ſoon ſee a du- 
plicate of them in Ireland. In this country it is 
Wilkes and liberty for ever, huzza! In that of Dub- 
lin, I ſuppoſe, it will be Lucas and liberty for ever. 
For my own part, I ſay, Beatus ille qui procul negotiis ! 
(Happy the man who lives remote from public buſi- 


neſs!) 
I am, my dear lord, 
Moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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DEE. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 25, 1768. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 
"CANNOT ſend you a ſatisfactory anſwer to 
the inquiries your friendſhip prompts you to 
make concerning my health; for I am not ill, and 
am very far from being well. I ſuffer no pain nor 
ſickneſs; but, on the other hand, I enjoy no health: 
I feel what the French call a general mal-aiſe, and 
what we call in Ireland an uawelineſs. This aukward 
ſituation I impute to ſeventy-five, which will account 
for any phyſical ill; and mine is, thank God, more a 
privation of health than any one poſitive ill. Jen 
connois de plus miſerables (1 know ſome that are worſe 
off); though the greater ſufferings of any of my 
fellow-creatures will never be the leaſt comfort to me 
under mine. | 
I am very glad you have placed your ſon upon the 
firſt ſtep of the eccleſiaſtical ladder. Felix fonuſtumque 
fit ! May he riſe as high as he wiſhes himſelf! I chid 


my boy for not acknowledging his letter; but he ex- 


cuſed himſelf, by ſaying that he had fo much writing 
of his raſk upon his hands, that he had very little 
time, The truth I take to be, that to ſo young a 
penman a letter is a laborious work, and requires 
time. = EOS 

Is congratulate the poor upon your being their 
champion, and you upon your ſucceſs in fo good a 
2 | work. 


E HIS FRIENDS. B. III. 1 

; TO HIS FRIENDS, B. II. LET. LxIV. LXV, 421 

= work. It becomes your honeſt and compaſſionate 

heart, and your character in the church. Adieu, my 
I dear lord. I am, | | 
$3 ; | 
3 Moſt ſincerely and affect ionately, 1 
Y Yours, 
I CHESTERFIELD, ö 
K | 
8 N 
| 
3 TO THE SAME. N 
A | : Bath, Oct. 30, 1768. ö 
MY DEAR LORD, | 
: 
HIS morning I received your moſt friendly x 


inquiry after my wretched conſtitution; the 
beſt that I can ſay of it is, that it is not worſe ; but, 

- T think, rather a ſhade better than it was ſix months 
ago, I can walk upon my three legs halt an hour 
at a time, and repeat that exerciſe three or four times 
in a day; which I could by no means have done 
when you ſaw me in my go-cart at Blackheath, I 
have now been here a fortnight, and am ſomething 
the better for the water, eſpecially as to bathing, 
which ſupples my old, Riff, and almoſt oſſified 
limbs. 

Here is a young man of your country, a lord 

Mountmorris, whom I take to be a very hopeful one. 

I am told that he has diſtinguiſhed himſelf already in 
Vol. IV. „ your 
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322 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


your houſe of lords, as a ſpeaker, and you are ex- 


fremely well with him. He is very warm from the 
honeſty of his heart, as a young and honeſt heart 
always is. 

I find by all accounts that your lord lieutenant is 
very popular, and will not enrich himſelf by the lieu- 
tenancy, I even queſtion whether he will get fo 


much by it as I did; for I can aſſure you I got five 


hundred pounds clear upon the whole. 
Good-night, my dear lord. I believe I need not tell 


you that no man living can be more lincerely your 
faichful friend and ſervant, than 


5 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. Lady Cheſterfield ſends you ny com- 
pliments, or rather truths. 


LETTER LXVI. 
P S A M Ee 


5 | Blackheath, July 9, 176g. 
MY DEAR LORD, het 


| 9 5 H E only reaſon that I had for not writing to 


you ſooner was, that I could not, which I dare 


ſay you will allow to be a ſufficient one. I have, 


for theſe laſt three months, had an inflammation 1n 
my eyes, which hindered me from either writing or 


reading; and this letter is almoſt the firſt, as well 


as the moſt pleaſing, ſervice they have done me. 
g 5 | You 


cd P 


TO His FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. Lxv. LxVI. 


You will eaſily judge how irkſome it muſt have been 
to a man, who has loſt his ears theſe laſt twenty 
years, to loſe his eyes, though but for three months. 
It is loſing my livelihood, for I live only upon read- 
ing, incapable of any other amuſement, Nature has 
Jaid very heavy taxes upon old age; and I muſt 
pay my ſhare of them, be it what it will. 

I congratulate you heartily upon your ſucceſs in 
detecting and puniſhing the worlt fort of thieves, 
thoſe ſacrilegious robbers of the poor. 

As for the papiſts of Ireland, you know I never 


feared them; but, on the contrary, uſed them like 


good ſubjects, and to a certain degree made them 


ſuch ; for not one man of them ſtirred during the 


whole rebellion. Good uſage, and a firict adhe- 
rence to the gavel- act, are the only honeſt and effec- 
tual means that can be employed with regard to the 
papiſts. 

You do not tell me one word of your family, in 
which you are very ſure that I intereſt myſelf very 
ſincerely. Have you another grandſon or grand- 
daughter? and are thoſe you have already all well 2 
I look upon you now as a patriarch. I am ſure you 
have all the virtues of any that I ever read of. I 
am, with the greateſt truth and affection, 


My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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LETTER EXVII. 


1 THE $A M: Ee 


Bath, Nov. 21, 1769. 


\ THOUSAND thanks for your kind let- 
ter. You inquire after my health, in which I 
well know that you warmly intereſt yourſelf ; but I 
can hardly return you a preciſe anſwer : I am turned 
of ſeventy-ſix, a ſufficient diſtemper itſelf, and more- 
over attended with all the uſual complaints of old 
age; the moſt irkſome of them all to me is, that 
my eyes begin to fail me, ſo that I cannot write nor 
read as I uſed to do, which were my only comforts ;, 
but melius fit patientid quid quid corrigere eſt ne fas 
(what cannor be mended grows lighter by patience). 
The archbiſhop of Caſhel (a), who is now here, 
tells me, that, by your indefatigable endeavours, you 
have recovered near twenty thouſand pounds for the 
ſeveral defrauded charities. He always ſpeaks of you 
with great eſteem and regard. Go on to detect ſuch 
abominable ſacrileges, infinitely worſe than the fteal- 
ing of a pulpit-cloth out of a church. Excommu- 
nication would be more proper for ſuch robbers of 
the poor, than for the uſual and ſlight cauſes for 
which it is commonly denounced. As for your poli- 
tical affairs in Ireland, I am not in the leaſt ſurprized 


(a) Dr. Cox, ſon to the late lord Chancellor. He was tranſ- 


lated from the biſhopric ef Offory-to the archiepiſcopal ſee of 
Caſhel, 


5 when 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. LXVIL 32; 


when I hear of the many. and ſudden variations of 
patriots to caſtlemen, and of caſtlemen to patriots ; 
Ceſt tout comme ici (it is there as it is here); and 
money, which 1s the neceſſary medium of foreign 
commerce, is not a leſs powerful medium in domeſtic 
tranſactions, : 

You have nothing of a pope about you, not ever 
the nepotiſm, or by this time you might have done 
better for your ſon, to whom I defire my compli- 
ments. I hope you will live long enough to provide 
for him abundantly, notwithſtanding all your mode- 
ration. | 

Lady Cheſterfield, who charges me with her com- 
pliments to you, has been very much out of order 
here, of a diſorder in her ſtomach and bowels z but 
is now ſo much better, that we ſhall ſet out for Lon- 
don in a couple of days, | 

My old friend George Faulkner ſent me the other 
day a pamphlet relative to the preſent ſtate of Ireland, 
as to trade, commerce, abſentees, &c. which, if it 
ſtates matters fairly, as I have but too much reaſon 
to believe it does, proves that Ireland muſt in a few 
years be undone, Adieu, my dear lord, 


I am, with the warmeſt affection, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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326 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


LETTER LXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, March 11, 1750, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


PHE correſpondents I have left, though few, 
muſt forgive my irregularity, and accept my 
intentions inſtead of my letters, eſpecially you, who 
Jam ſure will never doubt of the truth of mine. I 
am an anomalous noun, and ſcarcely a ſubſtantive 
one. My eyes are not what they were a few years 
ago; and my underſtanding, if I may uſe that ex- 
preſſion for want of a better, ſtutters. In ſhort, 


without any immediate diſtemper, I feel moſt ſenſi- 


bly the complaints of old age; however, I am thank- 


ful that I feel none of thoſe torturing ills, which fre- 


quently attend the laſt ſtage of life; and I flatter my- 
ſelf that I ſhall go off quietly, but I am ſure with 
reſignation, Upon the whole, I have no reaſon to 
complain of my lot, though reaſon enough to regret 
my abuſe of it. 
I am ſorry that you met with fo many rubs in your 
commendable endeavors to do juſtice to the poor. 
You do not ſeem to be very quiet in Ireland; but, 
I can aſſure you, you are ſo in compariſon of what 
we are now in England. A factious ſpirit on one 
fide has ſeized three parts of the kingdom, and a 
moſt notorious incapacity diſtinguiſhes the admini- 
ſtration : what this colliſion may produce, God only 
knows; but J confeſs I fear. Good-night, my dear 
3 WD 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. LXVII. LXIX. 327 


lord. I need not tell you, and I am ſure I cannot tell 
you, how ſincerely and affectionately I am 


* 


Tours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P. C. Lady Cheſterfield charges me with her 
compliments. | 
There ſeems to be an infectious diſtemper in the 


died about ten days ago, as did his next bro- 
ther fir Thomas three days after. I ſuppoſe I 
am too old and too tough to take the infec- 


r 
TO THE SAME. 


| London, June 14, 1770. 
MY DEAR LORD, N 
HAVE long told you, and you have as long 
found, that I was an anomalous noun, I can 
hardly ſay a ſubſtantive; for I grow weaker and 
weaker every day, particularly in my legs and my 
thighs, ſo that I can walk very little at a time, and 
am obliged to take my ſhare of exerciſe by ſeveral 
ſnatches in the day: but this is by no means the 
worlt part of my preſent caſe; for the humour that 


has fallen into my eyes about a year ago rather in- 
$55 1 Y 4 creaſes 


houſe of Stanhope ; your acquaintance Arthur 
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creaſes than decreaſes, and to a degree that makes 
writing and reading very troubleſome to me, as they 
were the only comforts that a deaf old fellow could 
have: if I ſhould loſe my eyes as well as my ears, I 
ihould be of all men the moſt miſerable. 

You know that you have long been in poſſeſſion of 
cloathing me; and I muſt now apply to you to do 
ſo again, not only as an act of friendſhip, but of 
Charity, for I have not a ſhirt to my back. I there- 
fore muſt beg of you to procure me ſome Iriſh linen 
to make me four dozen of ſhirts, much about the 
ſame fineneſs and price of the laſt which you got me, 
T know you too well to make any excuſes for giving 
you this trouble. Adieu! my dear lord ; you know 


my ſentiments with regard to you too well for me to 
mention them.. I am, 


Moſt ſincerely and faithfully, 
Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


P. §. Lady Cheſterield charges me with her 
compliments. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. B. III. LET. LXIX. LXX, 


329 


LETTER LX. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Aug. 15, 1770, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


FH E linen, which you were ſo kind as to pro- 

cure me, dropped out of the clouds into my 
houſe in town laſt week, and is declared, by better 
judges than I am, very good, and very cheap, I 
ſhall not thank you for it; but, on the contrary, ex- 
pe& your thanks for giving you an opportunity of 
doing what always gives you pleaſure, cloathing 
the naked. I am ſure that, could you equally relieve 
all my other wants, you would ; but there is no relief 
for the miſeries of a crazy old age, but patience ; 
and, as I have many of Job's ills, I thank God, I 
have ſome of his patience too; and I conſider my pre- 
ſent wretched old age as a juſt compenſation for the 
follies, not to ſay ſins, of my youth. 

I ſend you here incloſed ſome melon-ſeed, of 
the beſt and largeſt canteloup kind; and alſo of 
the green Perſian ſort, as much as I can venture at 
one time with the poſt; but, as none can be ſown at 


this time of the year, I will from time to time ſend 


you more, ſo that you ſhall have of different kinds 


before the ſeaſon, Adieu, my dear lord; my eyes 
Will have it ſo, 
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LETTER LXXI Ca). 


TO THE. SAME. 


London, Aug. 12, 1771. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


' RECEIVED your kind letter three days ago, 
and make haſte to acknowledge it, never know- 
ing nor gueſſing what may happen to me from one 
day to another. I am moſt prodigiouſly old, and 
every month of the kalendar adds at leaſt a year to 
my age. My hand trembles to that degree that I 
can hardly hold my pen, my underſtanding ſtutters, 
and my memory fumbles. I have exhauſted all the 
phyſical ills of Pandora's box, without finding hope 
at the bottom of it; but who can hope at ſeventy- 
ſeven? One muſt only ſeck for little comforts at that 
age. One of mine is, that all my complaints are 
rather teazing than torturing; and my lot, compared 
with that of many other people's, who deſerve a bet- 
ter, ſeems rather favorable. Philoſophy, and confi- 
cence in the mercy of my Creator, mutually aſſiſt 
me in bearing my ſhare of phyſical ills, without mur- 
muring. 
I ſend you here incloſed two little papers of me- 
lon- ſeed, of the beſt kind I ever taſted; and I ſhall 


from time to time ſend you more, as you cannot ſow 
any till February. 


(a) The original of this is written in a very trembling hand. 


J had 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. LXXI, LXXIT. 338 

I had the pleaſure of your ſon's company at din- 
ner ſix weeks ago, where he met lord Briſtol, who 
obſerved exactly his diet, in eating no animal food, 
and drinking no wine, and is in better health and 
ſpirits than IJ ever knew him. I am glad that he 
goes to Nice, which I have known do a great deal 
of good to many people in his cafe. May you and 
he have all you wiſh for! 
Adieu, my dear lord; I am, to you and yours, 


A molt faithful and affectionate ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER LXXII (a). 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 19, 1771. 
MY PEAR LORD, | 


1 AM ſure you will believe me when 1 tell you 


that I am ſincerely ſorry for your loſs, which I 
received the account of yeſterday, and upon which I 
ſhall make you none of the trite compliments of con- 
dolence. Your grief is juſt; but your religion, of 
which J am ſure you have enough, (with the addi- 


ta) This whole letter is in the hand of lord Cheſterfield, but ſs 


altered, that, except the firſt line, the ſtrokes have been covered by 


another hand. It preceded his death but a few months, and is 
probably the laſt he ever wrote to his dear biſhop, with whom his 
correſpondence thus cloſes with an office of tenderneſs and affec- 
non, that of comforting an afflicted parent. 


tion 


— - is. > as 2. — — 
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tion of ſome philoſophy) will make you keep it 
within due bounds, and leave the reſt to time and 
avocations. When your ſon was with me here, jul} 
before he embarked for France, I plainly ſaw that 
his conſumption was too far gone to leave the leaſt 
hopes of a cure; and, if he had dragged on this 
wretched life ſome few years longer, that life could : 
have been but trouble and ſorrow to you both. This 
conſideration alone ſhould mitigate your grief, and | 
the care of your grandſon will be a proper avoca- i | 
tion from it. Adieu, my dear lord. May this ſtroke | 


or adverſity be the laſt you may ever experience from 
the hand of Providence | 


Yours molt affectionately and ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETT ER EXELL 
To THOMAS PRIOR, Eſq. (a). 


London, June 14, 1746. 
SIR, 77 
THANK you for the favor of your letter, 
with the incloſed ſcheme for carrying on the war; 


which if others approved of as much as I do, and 


(a) This gentleman, who had a good eſtate in Ireland, ſeems 
to have been particularly diſtinguiſhed by lord Cheſterfield, on ac- 
count of his amiable qualities as a man, and his eminent ones as a 
good citizen and a true patriot. See what has been ſaid of that 
gentleman in the memoirs, Scct. V. 


the 
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the preſent ſituation of the war permitted, would be 
ſoon put in execution. | 

As you are one of the few in Ireland, who always 
think of the public, without any mixture of private, 
intereſt; I do not doubt but that you have already 
thought of. ſome uſeful methods of employing the 
king's bounty to the Dublin ſociety, The late addi- 
tional tax upon glaſs here, as it muſt conſiderably 
raiſe the price of glaſs- bottles imported into Ireland, 
ſeems to point out the manufacturing them there; 
which conſideration, with a ſmall premium added to 
it, would, in my mind, ſet up ſuch a manufacture. 
Fine writing and printing paper, we have oftea talked 
of together; and the ſpecimen you gave me, before I 
left Dublin, proves, that nothing but care and in- 
duſtry is wanting, to bring that manufacture to ſuch a 
perfection as to prevent the exportation of it from 
Holland, and through Holland from France; nay, 1 
am convinced that you might ſupply England with a 
great deal if you pleaſed, that is, if you would make 
It, as you could do, both good and cheap. Here is 
a man who has found out a method of making ſtarch 
of potatoes, and, by the help of an engine of his 
own invention, to make a prodigious quantity of it 
in a day. But here is an act of parliament which 
ſtrictly prohibits the mak ing ſtarch of any thing 
but flour. Have you ſuch an act of parliament in 
Ireland? If you have not, and that you import your 
ſtarch from England, as I take it for granted that 
you do, for you import every thing that you can, it 
would be well worth this man's while to go to Ire- 
land, and advantageous for vou that he ſhould ; bis 
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ftarch being to my knowledge and experience full 
as good, and abundantly cheaper than any other, 
Theſe are the forts of jobs that I wiſh people in 


Ireland would attend to with as much induſtry and 


care, as they do to jobs of a very different nature. 
Theſe honeſt arts would ſolidly increaſe their fortunes, 
and improve their eſtates, upon the only true and 
permanent foundation, the public good. Leave us 
and your regular forces in Ireland to fight for you: 


think of your manufactures at leaſt as much as of your 


militia, and be as much upon your guard againſt po- 
verty as againſt popery; take my word for it, you 
are in more danger of the former than of the latter. 
I hope my friend, the biſhop of Meath, goes on 
proſperouſly with his charter-ſchools. I call them 
his, for I really think that without his care and perſe- 
verance they would hardly have exiſted now. Though 
their operation is ſure, yet, being flow, it is not ſuited 


to the Iriſh taſte of the time preſent only; and I can- 


not help faying, that, except in your claret, which 
you are very ſollicitous ſhould be two or three years 
old, you think leſs of two or three years hence than 
any people under the ſun. If they would but wiſh 


themſelves as well as I wiſh them; and take as much 


pains to promote their own true intereſt, as I ſhould 


be glad to do to contribute to it, they would in a 


few years be 1n a very different ſituation from that 


which they are in at preſent. * Go on, however, you 


and our other friends; be not weary of well-doing, 


and though you cannot do all the good you would, 


do all the good you can. 


When 
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When you write to the moſt worthy biſhop of 
Cloyne (@), pray aſſure him of my trueſt regard and 
eſteem, and remember me to my honeſt and indefati- 
gable friend in good works doctor Madden; and be 
perſuaded yourſelf, that I am, with ſincere friendſhip 
and regard, g 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETT ER . 


TO THE SAME. 


London, July 15, 1746. 
SIR, 


1 AC KNOWLEDGE the favour of your two let- 


ters, of the 3d, and gth; they were doubly wel- 
come to me, as coming from one, who I know wiſhes 
ſo well to the public as you do, and as they brought 
me good accounts of the progreſs you make in your 


public-ſpirited views. The manufacture of glaſs-bot- 


tles cannot poſſibly fail, but from want of care and 


induſtry ; for as the price of glaſs- bottles is riſen con- 


ſiderably here, upon account of the new duty, if you 


would but make them in Ireland, you are ſure of fale 
for them; and I ſhould hope, at leaſt, that, conſider- 
ing the cloſe connection there is between bottles and 
Claret, this manufacture, though your own, may meer 


(a) Dr. Berkeley. 8 | / 
with 
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with encouragement. I think you are in the right to 


do it as quietly as can be, and to give your premiums 
without publiſhing them, not to alarm our glaſs peo- 
ple here; though in truth it could never be thought 
reaſonable, nor would it, I dare ſay, ever be attempted 
here, to prohibit any manufactures in Ireland, merely 
for home-conſumption. 


The paper you gave me in Ireland, though good, 


Was not fo good as it ſhould, and as I am ſure it might 


be with care. Ir was too ſpongy and bibulous, which 
proceeds only from want of care, in chuſing and ſort- 
ing the beſt rags. Some premiums for this purpoſe 
will have a great effect; and I am convinced that, if 
this manufacture were carefully and diligently purſued, 
you might in time not only entirely ſupply yourſelves, 
but us too, with great part of that paper which we 
now take from Holland and other countries. But 
then, indeed, you muſt make it cheap as well as good, 
and, contrary to your cuſtom, content yourſelves with 
leſs preſent profit, in order to get poſſeſſion of a future 
and permanent advantage. 

I have not yet taken any ſtep concerning the charter 
for the Dublin ſociety, and I confeſs to you I have 
oreat doubts about it. Your ſociety, as it is, does ſo 
very well, that I am afraid of touching it. However, 
if you and others, who, I am ſure, mean well, and can 
judge well, think upon the. whole that a charter would 
be beneficial, I will endeavour to get one. 

You did extremely right to open the Spaniard's let- 
ter to me, and, in conſequence of it, to proceed in that 
humane manner with him. His poſt was a very con- 
ſiderable one in the Weſt Indies, and is never given 

but 


=, c- 
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but to people of conſideration. In that light he de- 
ſeryes to have regard ſhewn him; but ſtill more, in 
my mind, from being untortunate, I have writ to 
him by this poſt, in anſwer to his. As you tell me 
that part of the cargo of the ſhip is ſnuff, which I 
ſhould think, muſt be good, I ſhall be obliged to you, 
if, when it comes to be ſold, you will ſend me twenty 
pounds of the ſtrongeſt and the deepeſt coloured, and 
aſk Mr. Lingen for the money. 
The death of the king of Spain muſt produce good 
effects in Italy at leaſt, 

I received a very kind letter from my charter-ſchool 
| apoſtle, the biſhop of Meath, which J have not time to 
* anſwer by this poſt, but I will ſoon. 


I am, with the eſteem which you deſerve, 
Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER IXXV. 
TO THE SAME: 


London, July 26, 1745. 
SIR, 
RECEIVED by the laſt poſt the Rare of your 
| letter of the 17th, with the incloſed account of the 

5 ee offered for 1746. I think them all per- 


fectly right, and, as I told you in my laſt, I think you 
Vol. IV. Z will 
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will do well to purſue the manufacture of glaſs bottles, 
with as little noiſe as poſſible. I heartily wiſh you ſuc. 
ceſs, and am, very truly, 
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TO THE SAME, 


— - 1 
—— — 


London, Sept. 23, 1746. 
SIR, . 

LONG and dangerous illneſs has hindered me 
from acknowledging, till now, your two laſt let- 
ters; and though 1 am a great deal better, I ſtill fee], 
by extreme weakneſs, the ſhock which that illneſs has 

given to a conſtitution too much ſhattered before. 
Pray be under no kind of uneaſineſs as to the acci- 
dent that happened to my letter, for I aſſure you I am 
under none myſelf. I confeſs, the printing of a letter 
careleſly and inaccurately written, in the freedom and 
confidence of a friendly correſpondence, is not very 
"agreeable, eſpecially to me, who am ſo idle and negli- 
0 gent in my familiar letters, that I never wrote one over 
twice in my life, and am conſequently often guilty | 
both of falſe fpelling and falſe Engliſh z but as to my 


1 ſentiments with regard to Ireland, I am not only wil. 
"4 575 - Jing, but deſirous, that all Ireland ſhould know them. 
1 1 very well "EY the two paragraphs in my _ 
3 | whic 
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which might be objected to by many people; but I 
recollect them without retracting them. I repeat it 
again, that there are not many people there, who, like 
you, employ their thoughts, their time, and their la- 
bour, 0 merely for the public good, without any private 
view. The condition of Ireland ſufficiently .proves 
that truth. How different would the ſtate of your 
lands, your trade, your manufactures, your arts and 
ſciences, have been now from what it is, had they been 
the objects of general, as they have been of your parti- 
cular, attention! I ſtill leſs recant what I ſaid about 
claret, which is a known and melancholy truth; and 
I could add a great deal more upon that ſubject. Five 
thouſand tuns of wine imported communibus annis into 
Ireland, is a ſure, but indecent, proof of the exceſſive 
dripking of the gentry there, for the inferior ſort of 
people cannot afford to drink wine there, as many of 
them can here; ſo that theſe five thouſand tuns of 
wine are chiefly employed in deſtroying the conſtitu- 
tions, the faculties, and too often the fortunes, of thoſe 
of ſuperior rank, who ought to take care of all the 
others. Were there to be a conteſt between public 
cellars and-public granaries, which do you think would 
carry it? I believe you will allow that a claret board, 
if there were one, would be much better attended than 
the linen board, unleſs when flaxſeed were to be diſtri- 
buted. J am ſenſible that I ſhall be reckoned a very 
ſhallow politician, for my attention to ſuch trifling 
objects, as the improvement of your lands, the exten- 
ſion of your manufactures, and the increaſe of your 
trade, which only tend to the advantage of the pub- 
lic; whereas an able lord lieute nant ought to employ 
5 his 
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his thoughts in greater matters. He ſhould think of 
jobs for favourites, ſops for enemies, managing parties, 
and engaging parliaments to vote away their own and 
their fellow ſubjects liberties and properties. But 
theſe great arts of government, I confeſs, are above 
me, and people ſhould not go out of their depth. I 
will modeſtly be content with wiſhing Ireland all the 
good that is poſſible, and with doing it all the good [ 
can; and ſo weak am I, that I would much rather be 
diſtinguiſhed and remembered by the name of the 
Triſh lord lientenant, than by that of the lord lieutenant 
of Ireland. 

My paper puts me in mind that I have already trou- 
bled you too long, ſo I conclude abruptly, with aſſur- 
ing you that I am, with the trueſt eſteem, 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


q 


LETTER LXXVIL 


TO THE SAME, 


— — * 
— — . —— — --- — 


London, Jan. 10, 1747. 
SIX, | | | 
HE perſon who will deliver you this letter is a 
moſt ſkilful mechanic, and has made many uſe- 
ful diſcoveries. He is going to try his fortune in Ire- 
land, and defired me to recommend him to ſomebody 
there, I could not refuſe him, knowing his ingenuity; 
5 and 
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and then, whom could I recommend him to fo well, as 
to my good friend Mr. Prior, the diſintereſted and 
zealous patron of all good and uſeful things? I really 
think he may be of uſe to the Dublin ſociety, who I 
know are of very great uſe to the public. If he ſhould 
prove ſo, well and good; ſo far only I recommend 
him to you eventually. This obligation however I 
have to him, that he has given me an opportunity of 


aſſuring you of the continuance of that eſteem and re- 
gard with which I am, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, - 


CHESTERFIELD. 


"LETTER LXXVII. 


TO THE S AME. 


8 | London, May 6, 1747- 
MY GOOD FRIEND, | 
HAVE been long in your debt, and am aſhamed 
of it; but I am ſure you do me too much juſtice 
to ſuſpe& me of either fraud or negligence. The 
truth is, that 1 have as little command of time, as 
many people have of money; and, though my inten- 
tions are honeſt, I am often forced by neceſſity to be a 

very bad pay-maſter. | 

I defire that the Dublin ſociety will diſpoſe of the 
trifle that I gave them, in the manner they ſhall think 
proper. They are the beſt judges, and have ſhewn 


Z. 3 themſelves 
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themſelves ſo by all their paſt conduct. They have 
done more good to Ireland, with regard to arts and in- 


duſtry, than all the Jaws that could have been formed; 
for, unfortunately, there is a perverſeneſs in our na- 
tures, which prompts us to reſiſt authority, though 
otherwiſe inclined enough to do the thing, if left to 
our choice. Invitation, example, and faſhion, with 
ſome premiums attending them, are, I am convinced, 
the only methods of bringing people in Ireland to do 
what they ought to do; and that is the plan of your 
ſociety. 

I am glad to find that your paper manufacture goes 
on ſo well. Tf it does but once take root with you, I 


am ſure it will flouriſh; for it is the beginning only of 


things that is difficult with you. You want ſtock to 
ſer out with, and patience for the returns; but when 
once the profit begins to be felt, you will 20 on as well 
as any people in the world, 

I am ſurprized that the high duty upon glaſs here, 
and the ſuſpenſion of the manufacture of it in ſome 
degree, has not encouraged vou to apply yourſelves to 

- that part of- trade, in which I am ſure the profits would 
be very conſiderable, and your making your own bot- 
tles might be ſome little degree of equivalent for what 
_ emptying of bottles coſts you, I wiſh every man in 
Ireland were obliged to make as many bottles as he 


empties, and your manufacture would de a flouriſhing 


one indeed. | 
J am very glad to hear that your linen board i is to 


give out no more flax- ſeed, but only premiums for the. 


| Trailing of it; for that ſame flax- ſeed was the ſeed of 
corruption, which throve wonderfully in the ſoil of 
particular 
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particular people, and produced jobs one hundred 
fold. TI. 

The ſnuff you ſent me was extremely good, and I 
am much obliged to you for the trouble you took 
about it, though I know that you think it no trouble 
to ſerve your friends, and hope that you reckon me in 
that number. I aſſure you I am, and I ſhould not be 


the friend that I really am to Ireland, if I were not fo 


to you, who deſerve ſo well of your country. I know 
few people who, like you, employ both their time and 
their fortunes in doing public good, without the 
thoughts or expectations of private advantage: when 
I fay advantage, I mean it in the common acceptation 
of the word, which, thanks to the virtue of the times, 
implies only money; for otherwiſe your advantage is 
very conſiderable, from the conſciouſneſs of the good 
you do; the greateſt advantage which an honeſt mind 
1s capable of enjoying. May you long enjoy it, with 
healch the next happineſs to it! 


I am, with the trueſt eſteem, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


1 9. jy a my compliments to the good 
| biſhop of Cloyne, when you write to him, | 
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LETTER LXXIX. 


To Dr. M ad DEN (a). 


London, Dee. 12, 1746, 

AN you N me, my dear Pr. M—, what 
C can ſcarcely forgive myſelf; I mean, having 
ſo long delayed my acknowledgments for your firſt 
very friendh letter? but, though I am blameable, 1 
am not quite fo much ſo as by the length of time it 
would ſeem, when you conſider my long and danger- 
oas illacls, aud, ſince my recovery, the muldphicicy of 
buſineſs which the late change of 1 my fituation (5) has 
brought upon me. 

I can with the ſtricteſt truth aſſure you, that my 
ſentiments of eſteem and friendſhip for you are in no 
degree leſſened, and I am ſure never will be, ſince 
they are founded upon your love and zeal for man- 
kind in general, your country and friends in particu- 
lar, which 1 am ſure will never end but with your life. 
I have read your work with great ſatisfaction (c); it is 
full * „ „ * * S # 

A concurrence of circumſtances has obliged me to 
change an eaſy for a laborious employment, in which 


(a) The Row. Dr. nel Madden, firſt inſtitutor of the Dublin 


ſociety. A more particular account of that extraordinary man may 
be ſeen in the memoirs, Sect, V. The copy of this letter is endorſed 
< 22d Dec. 1746, Copy; Cheſterfield's letter to Dr. Madden.” 
(3) His acceptance of the ſeals as ſecretary of ſtate. | 
(c) Probably a tragedy i in manuſcript inſcribed to lord Cheſter- 
field, It is now in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Sheridan, to whom it was 
bequeathed : as 4 legacy by the athor. 


TOQ, 


SO n + Pi. 
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tbo, 1 fear, it will be much leſs in my power to do 
good, than it was in my former. It may ſeem vain 
to ſay ſo, but I will own that I thought could, and 
began to hope that I ſhould, do ſome good in Ireland. 
I flattered myſelf that I had put jobs a little out of 
faſhion, and your own manufactures a little in faſhion, 
and that I had in ſome degree diſcouraged the pernici- 
ous and beaſtly practice of drinking, with many other 
pleaſing viſions of public good. At leaſt I am ſure I 
was earneſt in my wiſhes, and would have been aſſidu- 
ous in my endeavours for it, Fortune, chance, or 
providence, call it which you will, has removed me 
from you, and has aſſigned me another deſtination ; 


but has not, I am ſure, changed my inclinations, my 


wiſhes, 'or my efforts, upon occaſion, for the intereſt 
and proſperity of Ireland; and 1 ſhall always retain 
the trueſt affection for, and remembrance of, that 
country; I wiſh I could ſay of that rich, flouriſhing, 
and induſtrious nation. I hope it will in time be ſo, 
and Leven think it makes ſome progreſs that way, 


though not ſo quick as I could wiſn; but however, 


there are righteous enough to ſave the city, and the 
examples of you, and many of your friends, will, I 
hope, prove happily and beneficially contagious. I 
did Hatter myſelf, a little before my removal, 1 * 
ſhould | W K * * * | 

Continue me, dear fir, your friendthip and remem- 
brance, which I will fay that in ſome degree I deſerve, 
by the fiticere regard and eſteem with Which I am, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


P. S 
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344 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
P. S. Pray make my compliments to the -worthy 
biſhop of Meath, to whom I will write ſoon, 

and likewiſe to my friend Mr. Prior. 


LETTER IXXX (0). 


To Dr. WIrcounz, then Biſhop of Clonfert, and 
afterwards Archbiſhop of Caſtel. : 


| 1755, ar 1754. 
MY GOOD LORD, 
FIND. that you are ſtill what I always knew ow, 
active to promote the improvement and advantage 
of Ireland, and that you do me the juſtice to believe 
that I ſincerely wiſh them. | 
The two ſchemes which your lordſhip communicates 
to me, in the favour of your letter of the 8th, will, 
in my opinion, greatly tend to thoſe good purpoſes. 
That for the improvement of uſeful literature in the 
univerſity of Dublin is, I think, an extreme good one, 
and I wiſh it may be ſteadily purſued, though I can- 
not, with the ſame degree of faith, ſay that I expect it 
will; however I think it ſhould be tried, and carried 
as far as it will go: whether the profeſſorſnips ſhould 
be continued, and appropriated to fellows of the col- 
lege ſingly, is what J can poſſibly form no opinion 
upon, not being well acquainted enough with the pre- 
ſent ſituation of the college, and the abilities of the 


(a) The original of this letter was not ſent. 
fellows; 
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fellows ; but I ſhould rather think that they ought to 
be given to thoſe, whether fellows or not, who, from 
their eminence in thoſe ſeveral branches of learning, 
deſerve them beſt: but this rule too of detur digniori, 


your lordſhip muſt not expect will be ſcrupulouſly 


obſerved. That part of the plan, which relates to 
writing and ſpeaking the Engliſh language with pu- 


rity and elegancy hath, in my opinion, long been one 
of the deſiderata both in Ireland and England, where 
pedantry and an affectation of learning have, in pur- 


ſuit of two dead languages, waich can never be known 
correctly, let our own be neglected to ſuch a degree, 
that though we have ten thouſand Greek and Latin 
grammars and dictionaries, we have not yet a ſingle 
one on Engliſh (6). 


The other ſcheme, for encouraging pas proteſ- 
tants to ſettle in Ireland, is a moſt excellent one. I 


* 


have Jong wiſhed, and the nation long wanted it. The 


firſt foundation of ir, conſiſting only of ſome voluntary 
ſubſcriptions, can be but narrow, and, what is worſt, 
precarious ; conſequently will perſuade very few fo- 
reigners to expatriate themſelves, in the uncertainty 
of finding a permanent eſtabliſhment elſewhere. How- 
ever, it will be very right to give a beginning and a 
form to that ſcheme as ſoon as poſſible; and then I 
ſhould hope, that your next ſeſſion of parliament, find- 
ing a foundation laid, for that is the difficulty, would 


() The cafe is now much altered; the number of Engliſn gram- 


mars being actually very confiderable. Indeed lord Cheſterfield ſeems. 


to have overlooked Dr. Wallis's grammar, the beſt, perhaps, that was 
compoſed for any language. Dr. Johnſon's grammar and dictionary 
were not yet publiſhed. 


contribute 
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contribute largely and ſolidly to extend that founda- 
tion, and to raiſe a ſuperſtructure upon it which would 
be of ſuch real advantage to their country, They are 
very well able to do it; the public revenues being 
conſiderably increaſed, not to mention that an addi- 
tional number of inhabitants would increaſe them till 
more. Money diſburſed upon ſuch a charitable, as 
well as political account, is money prudently placed at 
intereſt both for this world and the next. Your lord- 
ſhip may depend upon my exerting my utmoſt en- 
deavours to promote and recommend ſo uſeful a de- 
fign, and the more ſo, becauſe that, from your lord- 
ſhip being at the head of it, I can ſafely anſwer for its 
being faithfully and ſkilfully carried on. 


J am, with the greateſt truth and eſteem, 


Your lordſhip's 
moſt obedient humble fervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LET. 
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LETTER LXXXI (a). 
To Captain IR WINE, at Paris. 


London, April 4, O. 8. 1749. 
SIR, 


SEND you the letter of recommendation to Mr. 
Villettes (5), which you deſired, by yours to Mr. 
Grevenkop; but I fear that he will be gone from 
Turin before you arrive there. But in that caſe you 
will find a young Academician and his governor there, 
who will be very glad to do you any ſervice, and to 
whom I have ſent orders upon that ſubject. They 
will take the carnival at Venice, in their way, where 
you will likewiſe probably meet them, for I take it for 
granted that you will contrive to fee that uncommon 
ceremony. It is worth your while, There will be a 
much greater ceremony next Chriſtmas at Rome, 
which, at all events, I think you ought to ſee; that is, 
the grand jubilee, which 1s celebrated but once in 
fifty years. So that, young as you are, if you do not 
ſee it then, you probably never will; and, upon ſo ex- 
traordinary an occaſion, I cannot ſuppoſe that your fa- 
ther will refuſe to prolong your leave of abſence, ..For 


{a) This, and the ten following letters, were moſt obligingly com- 

municated to me by fir John Irwine, knight of the Bath, lieutenant- 

general and commander in chief of his majeſty's forces in Ireland. 
They are printed from the originals. 

(6) Arthur Villettes, eſq; his majeſty's envoy at the court of Tu- 
rin, and afterwards employed under the ſame denomination at Bern. 
He is now retired at Bath, where he enjoys the diſtinction due to 

great merit and virtus. He was one of lord Cheſterfield's friends. 
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my own part, I think it ſo well worth ſeeing, that ! 
ſend my young traveller there, though it very much 
ſhortens the ſtay which I originally intended that he 
ſhould make at the academy at Turin. I return you 
my ſincere thanks for the favour of your letter, with 
the incloſed ſpeech of monſieur de Richelieu, which 
is perfectly in character, and, I dare ſay, all his ow, 
Any inſtance of your. friendſhip and remembrance 
will always be agreeable to one, who is, with thoſe ſen- 
timents of efteem with which I am, 


S1R, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CursSTERFIELD. 


MET TER: EXXCXH..: 
To THE SAME, at Dublin. 


London, Oct. 26, 1749. 

SIR, . 
OU judge very right in believing that I take a 
part in what concerns Ireland; I do, and al- 
ways ſhall, though an unavailing one. You judged 
as right too, in thinking that no accounts of that 
country could come to me irom a more welcome hand 
than yours. Nothing can be better or more clearly 
ſtated, than your account of the. preſent important 
tranſactions relative to Charles Lucas apothecary at 
Dublin, who, I believe, is the firſt apothecary that 
ever 


2 . 
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ever was voted an enemy to his country. That apo- '# 
thecary's ſtuff, of which, till now, only the recipes 9 
were printed, will henceforwards be univerſally taken, 
and make a part of the Dublin Diſpenſatory, In the 
book of holy martyrs, there are many Charles Lucaſes, 1 
whoſe names would hardly have been known in their 1 
own times, but certainly never tranſmitted down to 
ours, if they had not been broiled a littlez and the 
obſcure Dr. Sacheverell's fortune was made by a par- 
liamentary proſecution, much about, the ſame time 5 
that the French prophets were totally extinguiſhed by 4 
a puppet-ſhow. Great ſouls are ſometimes deſirous 5 
to. purchaſe fame at the expence of their bodies. If 
Charles Lucas, apothecary, is one of thoſe, one ſhould _ ; 
| congratulate him upon this occaſion. But if his views F 
| : were, as from his profeſſion I ſhould be very apt to 
5 think they were, of a much lower nature, one ought 
to condole with him upon the ſuſpenſion of them, at 
leaſt for ſome time. In this uncertainty I withhold 
my compliments of either kind, to Charles Lucas, 
apothecary. 
But let us come to a better ſubjeR. - Pray are you 
5 major, or only captain ſtill? For greater ſecurity I di- 
3 rect this to you, by the latter title; but if in ſo doing 
5 I injure you, I will publiſh my recantation upon the 
back of my next. But in either caſe, I hope you have 
not laid aſide the thoughts of going abroad again. 
You have travelled a little wich great profit ; travel 
again, and it will be with till greater. The know- 
ledge of the manners, the language, and the govern- 
ment of the ſeveral countries of Europe is well worth 
| | wo 
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two years delay of military promotion, ſuppoſing that 
ſhould: be the caſe. I am, with great truth, 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


8 3.0.4 .&# - KS 


LETTER IXXXII. 

To Major IA w I x E, Dublin. 
2 Greenwich, Sept. 1, 1751. 
S$1R, | 


HOULD you ever be miſerable enough to want 
my aſſiſtance, or I unexpectedly happy enough to 


be able to give you any, your commands will want no 
. preamble to introduce, nor excuſes to attend them. 
My friendſhip and eſteem for you will ſufficiently in- 


cline, though your ſituation will not ſufficiently enable, 
me to ſerve you. 


Lord Albemarle 1s too good a courtier, and I too 


bad a one, for us to have met more than once, fince 
his return to England. I have twice endeavoured to 
. ſee him, but to no purpoſe, ſince you defired me to 
ſpeak to him; but I will perſevere till I do; not that 
I think I can be of any uſe to you there, but that you 
may not think that I would omit the leaſt, poſſible oc- 
caſion of being ſo. If lord George Sackville is ſin- 
cerely in your intereſt, your affair will certainly do, 
as he has not only a great deal to ſay with his father, 


but as he is the duke of Cumberland's military man 


of 
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of confidence in Ireland. I heartily wiſh that you 
could get to be lieutenant-colonel to your father's re- 
giment, becauſe with that rank, at your age, the reſt 
would do itſelf, And if you can get the conſent of 
the government, I would adviſe you not to haggle 
with * * * about the price, but to make him a pont 
Jor to go out upon. 

My young man has been with me here this fort- 
night, and in moſt reſpects I am very well ſatisfied 
with him ; his knowledge is ſound and extenſive, and, 
by all that I have yet obſerved, his heart is what I 
could wiſh it. But for his air and manners, Paris has 
ſtill a great deal to do. He ſtoops exceſſively, which 
I have known ſome very pretty fellows do, though he 
dances very well; and as to manners, the eaſy and 
genteel turn d'un honn?te homme is yet very much 
wanting. I ſhall carry him with me in a fortnight to 
Bath for the ſeaſon, where I ſhall rub him till his re- 
exportation to Paris, which will be the firſt week in 
November, for near a year more. I hardly flatter 
myſelf with the hopes of ſeeing you at Bath this ſea- 
ſon; nor indeed would I adviſe you to leave Ireland 
till your affair is decided one way or other. The ob- 
ſervation, que les abſens ont toujours tort (that the ab- 
ſent always come off worlt), is in general true; and, in 
your caſe, would be particularly true in regard to a 
certain general whom I know. 

I am extremely obliged to you for your kindneſs to 
raur lieutenant Heathcote, in which I think I have 
ſome ſhare, though I pes and -nlieve he deſerves i it 
petionally, - 
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I will end this abruptly, rather than employ the 
common words to aſſure you of the uncommon eſteem 
and friendſhip with which I am 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


P. S. Pray make my compliments to is primate, 
and to the houſe of Clements. 


L B TT EN  LXXSIV. 
TO THE SAME. 


| London, April 25, 1752, 
S 1 R, 

AM two letters in your debt, a debt which! 

am more inclined to acknowledge, than able to 
pay. Yours bring me informations, mine only can 
return you thanks. I make you therefore no excuſe 
for the delay, poſſibly I deſerve your thanks for it, I 
live too much out of the world to entertain you, and 
lately IJ have lived too much out of it to entertain 
myſelf; for I have been for theſe laſt two months 
extremely deaf, from what cauſe I know not any 
more than the doctors whom J have conſulted ; but 
the effects I ſtill feel, though not in quite ſo great a 
degree. This makes me very diſagreeable, both to 
myſelf,” and to the few people with whom J deſire to 
converſe; : and puts me in the ſituation of a man who 


a — 


under 


underſtands at beſt but half the language of the 
country he lives in. If the weather, which is hitherto 
very bad, would but mend a little, and look ſome- 
thing like ſummer, I would ſettle at Blackheath, 
where I can amuſe myſelf by myſelf, better than in 
town. 

As well as I can judge at this diſtance, 8800 the 
various accounts I have had of your ſquabbles and 
quarrels in Ireland, cet rout comme chez nous. The 


great point is who ſhall govern the government; and 


I preſume that all heads have been too buſy upon 
that point, to think one moment of the real intereſt 
of Ireland. What an effuſion of claret muſt all this 
have occaſioned ! For it is a maxim, That buſineſs 
is beſt done over a bottle, and that people are never 
ſo fit for it, as when they are fit for nothing elle, I 
make no doubt, but that there has more claret been 
drunk over the barracks this winter, than will be 
drunk in them thele ten years. And I wonder the 
bridge was not agreed to, conſidering the national 
averſion to water, I not only hope, but am per- 
ſuaded, that you do nor give into this cochonnerie, 
which ungentlemans every body. A ſprightly &=. 
Bauche now and then is very well; but the dull, 
ſedate, and continued guzzling of claret is very un- 
becoming to a young fellows; | 

I find that Dublin has been this winter the ſcat 
of pleafure as well as of war. We have heard of the 
magnificence of your balls and entertainments. They 
are liberal and proper diverſions; and, with ſubmiſſion 
to the grave and the wiſe, that luxury and expence 
is beneficial to the public. It employs many hands, 
on ER Aa 2 and 
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and circulates property, provided that luxury be 
confined to home produce, 

We have married you here to the daughter of 
lady * * ; but that is no proof that you have mar. 
ried yourſelf to her in Ireland. If you have, I hear. 
tily wiſh you joy, for it is poſſible that there may 
be joy in marriage. In either caſe, I hope we ſhall 
fee you this year in England. You have attended 
your poſt as major long enough, I ſhould think, to 
be allowed a furlow for next winter; and I take it 
for granted, that your whole regiment is very perfed 
now, in the round-about way of doing every thing, 
I aſſure you, that of all your friends here, none can 


with more ſatisfaction and ſincerity tell you they are 
ſo, than | 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER LXXXV. 


TO THE $ A M E. 


London, Dec. 293 175% 
$18, 


THOUGHT at leaſt that I perfectly under- 
1 ſtood the meaning of all your diſputes and quar- 
js in Ireland, while they related only to the roaſting 
or the Boyleing (pardon a written quibble) of Arthur 
Jones Nevil, Eſq; and I heard of them with the 


ſame 
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me indifference with which I formerly heard of 
thoſe of Charles Lucas, apothecary. Thoſe objects 
were indifferent to me, becauſe I thought them ſo to 
Ireland; and I humbly apprehend, that the only 
point in queſtion was the old one, who ſhould govern 
the governor, But now, I confeſs, my indifference 


ceaſes ; and my aſtoniſhment and concern, as a ſincere 


well-wiſher to Ireland, begin. I cannot comprehend 
this laſt point carricd by five, which was merely na- 
tional, and which has excited ſuch general joy and 
drunkenneſs; and I have the failing of all little 
minds, I am apt to ſuſpe& and diſlike whatever I do 
not underſtand. I know nothing of the arguments 
on either ſide, nor how groundleſs, or how well- 
grounded, they may ſeverally be; but this I know, 
that the diſpute, being now become national, muſt 
come to a deciſion; and how favorable to Ireland 
that deciſion 1s likely to be, the enemies of Ireland 
will, I fear, foreſee and foretell with pleaſure. I 
obſerve that whole provinces ſplendidly proclaim in 
the news-papers the Bacchanals they have lately cele- 
brated; that of Munſter has in particular favored 
the public with a liſt of the toaſts, in which, I think, 
I diſcover all the guards of prudence, all the depths 
of policy, and all the urbanity of refined and deli- 
cate ſatire. I am informed too that theſe diſputes 
have, to a great degre, revived that antient, Gothic, 


humane, ſenſible, and equitable method of deciſion 


of right and wrong, the duellum, or ſingle combat. 
In ſhort, you are all in a violent fever, not without 
lome paroxyſms of delirium ; for which J fear your 
father-in-law and my friend Dr. Barry, whom 1 very 


Aaz ſincerely 
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fincerely love and efteem, has no cure. Pray tell 
him that I do not take this (to uſe our terms of 
phyſic) to be the febricula, or flow fever, but a high 
and inflammatory one, mali moris, and ſubject to exa. 
cerbations. 

Friends may, and often Fo among themſelves, laugh 
and quibble upon ſubjects in which, however, they 
take a very ſerious part. I have done ſo with you; 
though, upon my word, I am truly affected with the 
preſent ſituation of affairs in Ireland, from which [ 
expect no one good, but fear mapy ill, conſequences, 
Your own perſonal fituation at Dublin, I ſhould ima- 
Sine, cannot be now very agreeable ; and therefore, 
as you have, for ſo long together, diſcharged the 
duties of a diligent, indefatigable officer (and huſ- 
band too I hope), Why ſhould you not come over 
here, to ſee your uncle and other friends? among 
whom you will, I can aſſure you, ſee none more truly 
and ſincerely ſo, than | 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


* 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 


g — 
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TO THE SAME. 


* 
=_ 


un | London, Mar. 7, 17 54. 
8 IR, 


LONG and painful illneſs has hindered me 0 
X from thanking you ſooner for the favor of 
your letters, which contained very clear accounts of i 
the late important tranſactions in Ireland. However 1 
ſtrong the ferment may ſtill be, I will venture to 1 
affirm that it muſt and will ſubſide to a certain degree, 1 
before the next ſeſſion of parliament, I mean with \# 
regard to the national point. It is not tenable, and 
upon cooler thoughts will, I am convinced, appear 
ſeo to many of thole who from perſonal piques and 
BY ſudden heat were hurried into it, I dare anſwer for | 
it that the ſpeaker himſelf wiſhes that it had never * 
been ſtirred, and I dare ſay will contrive to have it 9 


by 
dropped in the next ſeſſion. I am ſure he wiſhes well 9 

to his country; and upon reflection he muſt be ſenſi- ib 
ble, that a national difpute with England, upon a 1 
* Point ſo intirely unſupported by either law or pru- = 
dence, can by no means tend to the good of Ire- 1 


land. Dr. Barry, I know, thinks exactly as I do upon 
this ſubject; and I dare ſay will adminiſter, wherever 
he is conſulted, emollient, quieting, and cooling me- 
dicines. If it would but pleaſe God, by his light- 
ning, to blaſt all the vines in the world, and by his 
thunder to turn all the wines now in Ireland four, as I 
2 ⁊a a 4 
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moſt ſincerely wiſh he would, Ireland would enjoy a 


degree of quiet and plenty that it has never yet 


known. By the way, I am not ſo partial neither to 
Ireland, as not to pray for the ſame bleſſing for this 
my native country; notwithſtanding the grief and 
deſolation which I know it would occaſion in our two 
learned univerſities, the body of our clergy, and 
among our knights of ſhires, burgeſſes, &c. and in 
general among all thoſe worthy honeſt gentlemen, 
who toaſt and are toaſted, But I will leave theſe 
public conſiderations, of which I am a remote and 
inſignificant ſpectator, and indulge the tender ſenti. 
ments of private friendſhip. Is it poſſible, that my 
worthy friend, George Faulkner, can even for a 
moment have ſcen a vile cudgel impending over his 
head? Who can think himſelf ſafe, when gravity of 


deportment, dignity of character, candor, impartia- 


lity, and even a wooden leg, are no longer a protec- 
tion? This rough manner of treating a man of let- 
ters, which my friend muſt be allowed to be, im- 
plies perhaps more zeal than knowledge; at leaſt I 


never met with it among the canons of criticiſm. If 


my friend diſcovered upon this occaſion ſome degree 


of human weakneſs, his other half, at leaſt, exerted 
the undaunted ſpirit of a Roman wife. Why is ſhe 
not lady Faulkner? And why are they not bleſſed with 
a numerous iſſue, the happy compound of their 


father's ſtoiciſm, and their mother's heroiſm ? I have 


had ſeveral pacquets from my friend ſince this affair 


happened; but he has never touched upon it, pru- 


dently obſerving, J preſume, the advice of Horace, 


Quæ deſperes 1 tractata niteſcere poſſe, e, (What- 
4 | ever 


LY 
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ever cannot be improved by handling, is beſt let 
alone,) 

Are there no hopes of ſeeing you in England this 
ſummer, and have you any of getting into the new 
parliament? I ſhall take a longer journey as ſoon as 
the ſeaſon will give me leave, for I Hall go to drink 
the waters of Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa, in hopes of 


recovering ſome degree of my ſtrength and ſpirits, 
which my late illneſs robbed me of: not to prolong 


my life; for which, I aſſure you, I would not take fo 
much trouble but to make it leſs burthenſome while 
it laſts. Deafneſs alone is a ſufficient misfortune ; 
but weakneſs and diſpiritedneſs added to it, complete 
it. From ſuch a being as I am, this letter is already 
too long, and may probably infe& you with the ennui, 
which the writer commonly feels, except in the mo- 
ment in which he aſſures you that he is, with the 
greateſt truth, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


Pray, make my compliments to my good friend 
the doctor, 
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1 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


ng PR TY. | h London, March 15, 1757, 
"7 2: e 
H E inſtallation is to be at Windſor on this 
day fortnight the 29th; it is a fooliſh piece of 
pageantry, but worth ſeeing once. The ceremony 
in the chapel is the moſt ſolemn, and conſequently 
the ſillieſt, part of the ſhow. The tickets for that 


operation are the pretended property of the dean and 


chapter. I will take care to procure you one. 
will alſo try to procure you a ticket for the feaſt, 

though it is full late. There you will dine very ill 
and very inconveniently ; but, however, with the 
comfort of hearing the ſtyle and titles of the puiſſant 
knights e by Garter king, at arms. I take 
Windſor as and I will endeavor to dar: 
you both as far as I can. She made you too favor- 
able a report of my health; which you have too eaſily 
believed, from wiſhing it true, It is vegetation at 
moſt, and I ſhould be very ſorry if my fellow vege- 
tables at Blackheath were not in a more lively and 
promiſing ſtate, than 


Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


EE I- 


* 
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LETTER ILXXXVIII. 


To the Honourable Colonel IR WINE. 


Indorſed, Auguſt 9 
8 1 R. 


8H ALL be moſt 3 glad to ſee you 

and the good company you mention to-morrow at 
dinner. I have not ſeen the doctor ſince he has given 
himſelf up to women, and I was afraid that he el 
forgot me. | 

Mr. Hutchinſon “ is one whom I have wanted 


long to ſee, more than he could to ſee me; but what 


is the worlt of it is, that I am in the caſe of ## * *# 
with relation to him; which is, that I cannor ſee 
him, without his ſeeing me. However, you will let 
him know that J have been dead theſe twelve years, 


by way of preparing him to ſee a mind and body 


equally decayed, I am, with the greateſt truth and 
eſteem, 


Your molt faithful humble ſervant, 


Sunday . 


% 


CHESTERFIELD. 


*The preſent provoſt of Trinity College, Dublin, 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 21, 1768. 


BELIEVE, my dear general, that you are 

the firſt Engliſh traveller that conld bring teſti- 
monials from Paris of having kept good company 
there. I know the reafon of it; but I will not tell 
you, becauſe I am ſure you know it yourſelf as well 
as I do. Our friend ſeems to know it too, and, in 
juſtice to her, 1 ſend you here incloſed her letter 
which you brought. In ſeeing my old acquaintance, 
the marechal de Richelieu, you ſaw without excep- 
tion the greateſt, but at the fame time the prettieſt, 
coxcomb in Europe. To be ſure, he did not fay a 


word of Minorca, Genoa, or Lower Saxony. Your 


late debate about Corſica was ſurely a very idle one. 
How can we hinder the French from taking Corſica, 
bur by a war with France? And how can we make 
that war? Where can we find the money for it? 
Where can we find a miniſter to conduct it? and 


where an Eugene or a Marlborough to command it ? 
Do not put the Gentle Shepherd upon me for all theſe 


wheres. Beſides, I fear there is a very fore place in 
this affair, What will you gentlemen of the lower 


| houſe do with Wilkes, the defender of our liberty? 


Do not wonder at my queſtion, for I know that not 
a fortnight ago one miniſter aſked another that very 
queſtion, and was anſwered, I do not know. As they 


puzzled 


ws + AOCQV Wd 


as 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. LXXXIX. 365 


puzzled themſelves into this difficulty, I confeſs 1 
want to ſee how they will puzzle themſelves out of 
. JJ 


My old kinſman and cotemporary * is at laſt dead, 


and for the firſt time quiet. He had the ſtart of me 


at his birth by one year and two months, and I think 
we ſhall obſerve the ſame diſtance at our burial. I 
own I feel for his death, not becauſe it will be my 
turn next; but becauſe I knew him to be very good- 


natured, and his hands to be extremely clean, and 


even too clean if that were poſſible ; for, after all the 
great offices, which he had held for fifty years, he 
died three hundred thouſand pounds poorer than he 
was when he firſt came into them. A very unmini- 
ſterial proceeding ! It is a common obſervation, that 


blind people are apt to be talkative; and it is no 
leſs true (as you find to your coſt) that deaf people 
are apt to be writative; but I am only fo quoad bune, 


and from a deſire of expreſſing the true friendſhip 
and eſteem, with which I am, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD 


Thomas Holles, duke of Newcaſile, 
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TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 27, 1768, 


8 I R, 


H W can un mylord Anglois anſwer a letter 
1 frappee au coin du bon ton de Paris (that bears 
the ſtamp of the Paris box 79), where flattery paſſes 
only for common civility? I muſt content myſelf 
with telling you, in home-ſpun. Engliſh, that I thank 
you heartily for your letter which I received yeſter- 
day; and though I know you flatter me, I am ex- 
tremely pleaſed with your thinking me worth your 
flatrery. Tu waduli, ma tu mi piaci (you flatter me, 
but you pleaſe me) is a very true Italian ſaying, 
which ſelf-love, if ſincere, would confeſs. 

Conway's motion was the only ſenſible one that 
could be made, now that the people called miniſters 
(as the news-papers call the Quakers) have bungled 
themſelves into a fituation of not being able to do 
any thing quite right.. „ *. 4 „ * #* 
I am much obliged to you, and through you to 
Madame de Choiſeuil, for communicating to me the 
verſes of the chevalier de Bouflers; they are excecd- 
ingly pretty, and, had you not told me the author, I 
ſhould have miſtaken them for Voltaire's ;, a miſtake, 
which no author could have reaſon to take ill. The 
gth line is extremely pretty, though not quite new ; | 
but the laſt line of all is new, true, and wonderfully 


delicate; perhaps too delicate for our folid ſound 


I claſſical 
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claſſical judges to reliſh, who will call it, French 
tinſel. 


I Will abruptly with you good - night; and am, 
Your molt faithful friend and ſervant, 7 
| CHESTERFIELD, 


_—_—_—— — 


— 


EN ACh 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Auguſt 6, 1769. 

„ | 

' AM extremely obliged to you for the favor of 

L your letter; it informs me of an event, which J. 
ſhould hardly bave believed from a leſs authentic 
hand than yours. The journey to Wootton ſeems to 
confirm the re- union of the triumvirate; but ſtill it 
is a triumvirate, and a triumvirate conſiſts of three, 
who, without an Athanaſian unity, which is not to be 
expected, will be ſubject to accidents and jealouſies. 
This I am ſure of, that it is the intereſt of all the 
three to keep ſtrictly united. It will alarm che admi- 
niſtration; but {till I think they will hold it out an- 
other year, by certain ways and means, which the 
payment of the civil debts will enable them to put un 
practice; and you well know, that the votes in both 
the chaſte houſes of parliament are counted, not 

weighed. Another thing will be of uſe to the adnü- 
niſtration, which is, that factious and ſeditious ſpirir 
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that has appeared of late, in petitions, aſſociations, 


&c, which ſhocks all ſober thinking people, and 
will hinder them from going ſo far as otherwiſe they 
would have gone. At the latter end -of king Charles 
the ſecond's reign, the two belligerant parties remon- 
ſtrated and addreſſed ; upon which my grand-father 
Halifax told the king, That the remonſtrants ſpit in 
his face, and that the addreſſers ſpit in his mouth, 
The livery petition ſeems to be of the former kind. 
But enough of politics, which, from long diſuſe, and 
ſeeing them at preſent only remotely and through a 
miſt, I muſt neceſſarily talk abſurdly abour, 

As to my own decayed carcaſe, which you ſo 
kindly inquire after, I can only tell you that it crum- 
bles away daily; my eyes are ſtill ſo bad, that they 
are of little uſe to a deaf man, who lived by reading 
alone; many other phyſical ills croud upon me, and 
I have drained Pandora's box, without finding hope 
at the bottom. The taxes that nature lays upon old 
age are very heavy; and I would rather that death 
would diſtrain at once, than groan long under the 
burthen. | 

Pray, how have I deſerved ſome compliments in 
your letter? I cannot recollect that J have ever 
offended you; I never made you any compliments: 
and I am ſure that I do not make you one now; 
when I aſſure you that I am, with the trueſt eſteem 


and friendſhip, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CursSTERFIELD. 


Pray, 


TO HIS FRIENDS. B. III. LET. XCI. xcii. 
Pray, make my compliments to 7tti quanti where 

you are, with whom I have paſſed the moſt 

agreeable time of my life formerly at Stowe, 


369 


CETTER Xchs: 
From Dr. Swirr to the Earl of CHESTERFIELD, 


| November 10, 17 30. 
MY LORD, 


WAS poſitively adviſed by a friend, whoſe 

opinion has much weight with me, and who has 
a great veneration for your lordſhip, to venture a 
letter of ſolicitation: and it is the firſt requeſt of 
this kind that I ever made, ſince the public changes, 
in times, perſons, meaſures, and opinions, drove me 
into diſtance and obſcurity. 


There is an honeſt man, whoſe name is Launcelot; 


he has been long a ſervant to my lord Suffex : he 
married a relation of mine, a widow, with a tolerable 
jointure; which, depending upon a leaſe which the 
duke of Grafton ſuffered to expire about three years 
ago, ſunk half her little fortune, Mr. Launcelot had 
many promiſes from the duke of Dorſet, while his 
grace held that office which is now in your lordſhip Þ 


* Though theſe three letters have been printed already; yet, as 
they are ſo characteriſtic, and do ſo much honor to our noble au- 
thor, it was thought not improper to detach them from the volumi- 


nous collection in which they are diſperſed, to unite them in this. 


+ The earl of Cleſtertield was then lord ſteward of his majelty's 


| houſehold. | 
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but they all failed, after the uſual fate that the bulk 
of court ſuiters muſt expect. 

I am very ſenſible that I have no manner of claim 
to the leaſt favor from your lordſhip, whom I have 
hardly the honor to be known to, although you were 
always pleaſed to treat me with much humanity, and 
with more diſtinction than I could pretend to deſerve. 


I am likewiſe conſcious of that demerit which I have 
largely ſhared with all thoſe who concerned themſelves 


in a court and miniſtry, whoſe maxims and proceed. 
ings have been ever ſince ſo much exploded. But 


your lordſhip will grant me leave to ſay, that, in 


thoſe times, when any perſons of the ejected party 
came to court, and were of tolerable conſequence, 
they never failed to ſucceed in any reaſonable requeſt 


they made for a friend. And, when I ſometimes 


added my poor folicitations, I uſed to quote the then 
miniſters a paſſage in the Goſpel, the poor (meaning 
their own dependents) you have always with you, &c. 

This is the ſtrongeſt argument I have, to intreat 
your lordſhip's favor for Mr. Launcelot, who is a 
perfect honeſt man, and as loyal as you could wiſh, 
His wife, my near relation, has been my favorite 
from her youth, and as deſerving as it is poſſible for 
one of her level. It is underſtood, that ſome little 


employments about the court may be often in your 


lordſhip's diſpoſal ; and that my lord Suſſex will give 
Mr. Launcelot the character he deſerves; and then 
let my petition be (to ſpeak in my, own trade) a drop 
in the bucket, 


Remem-: 


1 


— Bf raw 


TO. HIS FRIENDS, B. II. LET.XCII, XCIIT, 371 


Remember, my lord, that, although this letter be 
f long, yet what particularly concerns my requeſt is 
but of a few lines. a 

1 ſhall, not congratulate with your lordſhip upon 
any of your preſent great employments, or upon the 


greateſt that can poſſibly be given to you; becauſe 


FS you are one of thoſe very few, who do more honor to 


EZ a court, than you can poſſibly receive from it, which 
I take to be a greater compliment to a court than it 
is to your lordſhip. 


I am, 


My lord, &c. 


LETTER XCIL. 


From the Earl of CuzsTERFIELD to Doctor SwirT, 


Hague, Dec. 1 5, N. S. 1730. 
SIR, 


OU need not have made any excuſe to me for 
your ſolicitation : on the contrary, I am proud 


| of being the firſt perſon, to whom you have thought 


it worth the while to apply ſince thoſe changes, 
wich, you ſay, drove you into diftance and obſcu- 
© ity. I very well know the perſon you recommend 
to me, having lodged at his houſe a whole ſummer at 


Richmond. I have always heard a very good cha- 


racter of him, which alone would incline me to ſerve 
him; but your recommendation, I can aſſure you, 
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will make me impatient to do it. However, that he 
may not again meet with the common fate of court. 
ſuitors, nor I lie under the imputation of making 
court-promiſes, I will exactly explain to you how 
far it is likely I may be able to ſerve him. 
When firſt I had this office, I took the reſolution of 


turning out nobody; ſo that I ſhall only have the 


diſpoſal of thoſe places that the death of the preſent 
poſſeſſors will procure me. Some old ſervants, that 
have ſerved me long and faithfully, have obtained the 
promiſes of the firſt four or five vacancies; and the 
early ſolicitations of ſome of my particular friends 
have tied me down for about as many more. Bu, 
after having ſatisfied theſe engagements, I do aſſure 
you, Mr. Launcelot ſhall he my firſt care. I confeſs, 
his proſpect 1s more remote than I could have wiſhed 
it; but, as it is ſo remote, he will not have the unea- 
ſineſs of a diſappointment, if he gets nothing ; and 
if he gets ſomething, we ſhall both be pleaſed. 

As for his political principles, I am in no manper 
of pain about them. Were he a Tory, I would 
venture to ſerve him, in the juſt expectation that, 
ſhould I ever be charged with having preferred a 


Tory, the perſon, who was the author of my crime, 


would likewiſe be the author of my vindication. 


I am, with real eſteem, 


8 I R, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


/ 


CHESTERFIELD: 
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1 E f ER XCIV. 


From Dean Swirr to the Earl of CHESTERTIELD. 


| January 5, 1730-1. 


RETURN your lordſhip my moſt humble 

thanks for the honour and favour of your letter, 
and deſire your juſtice to believe, that, in writing to 
you a ſecond time, I have no deſign of giving you a 
ſecond trouble. My only end at preſent is to beg 
your pardon for a fault of ignorance. I ought to 
have remembered, that the arts of courts are like 
thoſe of play; where, if the moſt expert be abſent 
a few months, the whole ſyſtem 1s ſo changed, that 
he hath no more {kill than a new beginner. Yet I 
cannot but wiſh, that your lordſhip had pleaſed to 
forgive one, who has been an utter ſtranger to public 
life above ſixteen years. Buſſy Rabutin himſelf, the 
politeſt perſon of his age, when he was recalled to 
court after a long baniſhment, appeared ridiculous 
there: and what could I expect from my antiquated 
manner of addreſſing your lordſhip in the prime of 
your life, in the height of fortune, favor, and merit; 
ſo diſtinguiſhed by your active ſpirit, and greatneſs of 
your genius? I do here repeat to your lordſhip, that 
I lay the fault of my miſconduct entirely on a friend, 
whom I exceedingly love and eſteem, whom I dare 


not name, and who is as bad a courtier by nature as 


I am grown by want of practice. God forbid that 
your lordſhip ſhould continue in- an employment, 


B b 3 how- 
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however great and honorable, where you only can 
be an ornament to the court ſo long, until you have 
an opportunity to provide offices for a dozen low 
people, like the poor man whom I took the liberty 
to mention! And God forbid that, in one particular 
branch of the king's family, there ſhould ever be 


ſuch a mortality, as to take away a dozen of meaner 
ſervants in leſs than a dozen years! 


to confeſs, that, beſides ſome hints from my friends, 
your lordſhip is in great meaſure to blame, for your 
obliging manner of treating me in every place where 
J had the honor to ſee you; which I acknowledge to 
have been a diſtinction that I had not the leaſt pre- 
tence to, and conſequently as little to ground upon it 
the requeſt of a favour. 

As I am an utter ſtranger to the preſent forms of 
the world, I have imagined more than once, that your 
lordſhip's proceeding with me may be a refinement 
introduced by yourſelf ; and that as, in my time, the 
molt ſolemn and frequent promiſes of great men 
uſually failed, againſt all probable appearances, ſo 
that ſingle flight one of your lordſhip may, by your 


generous nature, early ſucceed againſt all viſible im- 
poſſibilities (a). 


I am, &c. 


opportunity of providing for the perſon recommended by Dean 
Swift. | SEE, | 
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To the Earl of STA1R. 


London, Sept. 3, 1739. 


MY LORD, 

Y the return of the meſſenger, by whom I re- 
B ceived the favor of your letter, with the in- 
cloſed papers, I writ to lord Marchmont my poor ſen- 
timents upon the points in queſtion. I thought it the 
ſame as writing to you; but choſe to direct it rather 
to him, becauſe the meſſenger told me, he ſhould ſee 
him firſt, I ſhall ſay no more now, by the common 
poſt, upon that ſubject, than that I thought the firſt 
part of the plan extremely right ; but the latter part 
rather ill- timed now, and would not have the effect 
propoſed or hoped for. What do you ſay to the vigor 
of our adminiſtration ? The ſleeping lion 1s rouſed ; 


and a hundred and twenty men of war now in com- 


miſſion, and forty thouſand land-forces in England, 
will ſhew our enemies abroad, that they have pre- 
ſumed too much and too long upon fir Robert's pacific 
temper. I ſay this on the ſuppoſition and hopes that 


theſe land-forces are only raiſed againſt our common 
enemies abroad, and not againſt fir Robert's enemies 
at home; though I know which I believe. It is re- 


ported too, but I don't know with what grounds, that 
this parliament is this ſeſſion to be continued ſeven 
years longer, upon pretence that, in this time of dan- 


ger, the nation is not in a proper temper to meet and 
Bdu4 chuſe 
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chuſe new repreſentatives, Violent as this ſtep may 
ſeem, I cannot think it is totally improbable, when ! 
combine ſeveral circumſtances ; but this I know, that, 


if it is taken, there is an end of us, I mean conſtitu. 
tionally. Your viſit to Ireland is a ſign of your good 


health and ſpirits, which I rejoice at, and wiſh you the 
long continuance of, as much as any man upon earth 
can do, being, I am ſure, as much as any man upon 


earth can be, 
My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER XCYL 


TO THE SAME, 


London, Dec. 3, 1729. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


CINCE I troubled you laſt, J have three letters 
KI from you to acknowledge. As to the two firſt, 
you will have heard from all your friends here, that 
the D. of A. is by no means as yet ripe to come into 
any of thoſe propoſitions, I both think and hope he 
will by next year; but, in the mean time, he muſt be 
ſtroked and not ſpurred. The plan incloſed in your 
letter, which I received yeſterday, is, in my opinion, 
a perfect right one, and is now followed by many cor- 

ES = | porations 
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porations in England, in their inſtructions to their 
members; and ought to have been ſo by all the coun- 
ties, if thoſe, who at the end of laſt ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment undertook that province, had not either care- 
leſsly or wilfully neglected it till the aſſizes were over, 
which has now made it impoſſible for this year. The 
bill, to limit the number of placemen in parliament, 


is to be brought-in after the holidays, and will, I ſup- 


poſe, be as ſoon rejected ; after which, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to print the names of thoſe who voted for or 
againſt it; and then freſh inſtructions from every 
county or borough, both in England and Scotland, 
wherever they can be obtained, and, I believe, they 
may from almoſt every county and a great majority 
of the boroughs, will come with {till greater weight 


next year. As for poſtponing the money: bills till ſuch 


a bill be agreed to, which is what you propoſe, and 


what is likewiſe mentioned in the inſtructions of the 


city of London, I find that will not do; becauſe, to 
tell you the plain truth, many of the oppoſition do not 
in their hearts greatly reliſh the place-b1ll itſelf, which 
they think might prove a clog upon their own admi- 
niſtration, and they will by no means hear of any thing 
like a tack, or a poſtponing of the money-bills, If 
the whole oppoſition meant the ſame thing as you and 
I do, they would moſt certainly entertain this meaſure, 
which is the only one that can recover the conſtitu— 
tion; all others are but temporary palliatives: for 


have no conſtitution, and the crown alone is, without 
a myſtery, the three branches of the legiſlature. But 


while the houſes of lords and commons are abſolutely 
in the power of the crown, as they viſibly now are, we 


unfortunately, 
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unfortunately, I doubt, this is what many people de. 
fire as heartily as you and I wiſh the contrary, Sir 
Robert's health is thought to be very precarious, and 
there are many of us who already anticipate in their 
thoughts the joyful moment, which they think not re- 
mote, of coming into power; and conſequently, far 
from deſiring to make ſhackles for themſelves, are ra- 
ther willing to continue thoſe upon the people which 
ſir Robert has forged for them. This, I own, is a 
melancholy caſe ; but 1 fear it is too much the caſe. 


The perſons you allude to, that you think might be 


prevailed with to act againſt fir Robert, are not to be 
moved. They have been tried, and their own intereſt 
in ſo doing has been manifeſtly ſhewn them, but to no 
purpoſe. They conſider money as their only intereſt, 
and would not venture the ſuſpenſion of a quarter's 
ſalary, to ſave the whole nation. This, my dear lord, 
is our wretched ſituation, from whence, I think, little 
good can ariſe. Union among ourſelves cannot be 
expected, where our views are ſo widely different. 
This ſir Robert knows, and triumphs in. I deſpair of 
either doing good or ſeeing any done; yet, while [ 
live, I aſſure you, I will endeavour it. I wiſh my 
country well, and upon that principle alone muſt wiſh 
you ſo; but many other conſiderations concur to make 
me honor and eſteem you as I do, and to form that 
attachment and frieadſhip with which I ſhall ever be, 


My dear lord, 
Moſt faithfully yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


1 „„ j * 
8 LE I. 
0 * At ; 2 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET, XCVI, xcVn. 


U3 


vg BITTER XCVIL 
TO THE SAME. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


WISH TI had any thing better than thanks to 


return you for your ſeveral letters ; but unfortu- 


nately I can ſend you no accounts from hence, that I 


can write or you read with ſatisfaction. The oppoſi- 
tion is in truth become no oppoſition at all ; is looked 
upon already in that light by the court, and, I am 
afraid, will ſoon be ſo by the whole nation. The 
views of the individuals are too different for them to 
draw together. Some few mean the public good, and 
they are for acting and puſhing of conſtitutional mea- 
ſures; but many more mean only their private intereſt, 
and they think public inaction and ſecret negotiations 
the moſt conducive to it. They conſider Sir Robert's 


life as a bad one, and deſire, by their ſubmiſſion and 


tameneſs, to recommend themſelves to be his ſucceſ- 
ſors. The court, they ſay, is too ſtrong to be over- 
come by oppoſition ; that is, in truth, they think it 
would be too ſtrong for their impatience for power 
upon any terms. In this diſtracted ſtate of the oppo- 
ſition, you will not be ſurprized that nothing is done, 
and that the court triumphs. Thoſe of your friends 
here, with whom I am connected, wiſh, as I do, many 
things which it is not in our power to bring about, 
and which would only diſcover our weakneſs to at- 
tempt. My only hopes are from the ſpirit of the na- 
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tion in the next election, where, if we exert, I think 
there are hopes of having a better parliament than this. 
In your part of the kingdom more may be done with 
effect in that affair than in this part, where the influ. 


ence of the court 1s more powerful; and I hope, 


therefore, you will all exert in that laſt ſtruggle for our 


conſtitution, We are to have here next week a gene- 
ral meeting, to ſettle the elections for the next parlia- 
ment, in which, I make no doubt, but thoſe who have 
ruined the oppoſition will uſe their endeavours to fru- 
ſtrate this deſign too; but ſtill, I hope, it will have 
ſome good effect, though to be ſure not ſo good a one 
as if we all meant the ſame thing, The places bill 
comes in on Tueſday next, and will be thrown out the 
fame day. Some of our patriots will rant that day, 


par maniere d'acquit, by permiſſion from the court, and 


then the ſeſſion 1s ended. I ſhewed your paper upon 


that ſubject to ſome of my friends, who will endeavour 


to make what uſe they can of it. 


Your old friend lord Cathcart kiſſed the king's hand 
yeſterday, for the command of the intended expedi- 
tion. Some fay it is againſt Cuba; others, againſt 
Buenos Ayres ;z but none know, and the ſecret is in- 
violably kept. For my own part, wherever it is in- 
tended, I have a very bad opinion of the ſucceſs of it, 
when I know that nobody capable of forming a right 
plan has been conſulted in it, and that no officer able 


to conduct it is well enough at court to be employed 


As I have writ all this to you d coeur ouvert, I beg 
it may go no further, it being better that the real 
wretched ſtate of che oppoſition ſhould not be univer- 


{all ! 


0 | 
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ſally known, though, I fear, it is but too well gueſſed j 

at. It might diſcourage, and could do no good. N 

If all meant as well as you do, I ſhould, with more | 

hopes and better ſpirits, take what little part 1 am } 
able; but I confeſs that, in the preſent ſituation of | 
things, I rather content myſelf with not doing ill, than = 
hope to do any good. I will keep my conſcience and i 

my character clear, wiſh what I ſhould, and do what g 

I can; et pour le reſte, alors comme alors. But in all j 
ſituations, pleaſed and proud of being reckoned in the | 
number of thoſe who love and value you as you de- 0 
ſerve, and Who wiſh you in a condition of doing your j 
country all the good you are both ſo deſirous and ſo 1 


able to do it. Adieu, my dear lord; believe me, 


Ty. 

4 

14 

Fi, 

; 
14 
| 


v, | A 
2 Moſt faithfully yours, 
3 | 
* ö 
5 ö 
- CurSTERFIELD. 
* 
1 ; 
Þ | 
3 1 
13 
=, { 
9 2 oF 
3 
1 4 
5 zl 
we N 
8 1 
; * i: 
3 (4 
8 198 
* 1 
7 of, 
= 1 
9 
. 17 
4 IND EX 9 
. 
£14 


—— 


** o 1 * » * —— — 1 c £X 
* x A. » 1 > _—y >. * 1 e 2 o *. 
——— Saks - = I 4 ? 8 7 2 *. — * n w es * 4 4 wo N * bas D kd 
1 4 = Ba ERC, „F DG MS CIT I os ER 2 - 8 
a. „ + 5 — SE: 2 od = * * o AE 
28 - 1 . 3 ms 8 * : : , - - a 
— 1 * a N 5 +, old 4 * 
- 4 K F 
5 | _ * ""—— 8 Ky 
* ee © % - A * 
* - * - 
* 
L's 
- 
- 
* 
* 
* 
a 
* 
* 
p 
. 
* + 
6 
* 
1 
* 
c 
— — — — — — pr — — — - — _ e —— 
1 = 


. F - = — — - — — — 
> * * —% : — — die ro yrw® -1 - #-S * 
— ny IIS * I LOX * 2 rere at *a png anne A ear —„V cr 

bs * * 2 -* _ C - : _ _ — 25 wy - * 9 - 
E pe - £ — 5 —— s 4 LY ** 3 _— — * S - Regt —— 2 Se EEE es Oe en ———_— — 

* = A 2 _ * . - . x = V4 = be ee ee Le — — * — — - — — 
, =. 7 3 * * - — —— — - : — * — 4 — OI 
— —— — = > A * 3 —_ a — i - <> — — — A — — 
ä — A — — . — . —_— 


T 0 
THE THIRD and FOURTH VOLUMES ; 
WHICH CONTALN 
LORD CHESTERFIELD'S 


LETTERS TO HIS FRIENDS. 
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IN THE 


THIRD and FOURTH VOLUMES, 


A. 
ADOLPHATI (muſician). Ill ſucceſs of, iii. 156. 
Amazons (a tragedy). Written by Madame de Bo- 
cage, ili. 339, in the note. 
Angola (a novel). Account of, iv. 33, and in the note. 


Ann (queen). State of affairs in England at her death, 


iii. 16. 985 
Anti-Lucretius (a poem). Lord Cheſterfield's opinion of 
it, 90. Account of the author, ditto, in the note. 
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B. 


Babiole. Lord Cheſterfield's houſe at Blackheath, why 
ſo called, iii. 88, in the note. Deſcription of, ii. 
166. Changes its name to Little Chartreuſe, iii. 318. 

Bagatelle. Country-houſe near Paris, belonging to 
Madame de ———, iii. 88. 

Bath Waters. Their utility in diſorders of the head and 
ſtomach, iv.,251, 252+ 

Bentinc (Count). Account of, iv. 94, and in the note, 
Appointed with prince Kaunitz to ſettle the affairs at 
Bruſſels, iv. 137, in the note. 

Beuningen (Van). Singular anecdote of, iv. 87. 

Bocage (Madame de). Account of, iii. 216, in the note. 
111. 334, and in the note, 

Bochat (Mr. de), Account of, ir. 28, in the note. ir. 
29, and in the note. 

Bolingbroke (Lord). Afflicted with a cancerous diſorder 
in his cheek, iii. 258. His death, iii. 264. 

Botta D' Adorno (Marquis). Account of, iv. 110, and 
in the note. 


Boudbir. A room in lord Cheſterficld' houfe ſo called, 


iii. 126. 
Bougainville (Mr.). Account of, iii. 1 50, in the note. 


Borber, Eſq; (Archibald). Not a true convert, iv. 213; 


- Brenles (Mori. de). iv. 32, and in the note. 
Briſtol (Earl of). Appointed envoy to Turin in the room 


* 


of the Earl 10 Rochford, iv. 16 5. 


* i 
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| Buſſy (le Comte de). Account of, iii. 304, in the note. 
Ivy. 61, and in the note. 

| Byng (Admiral). His diſagreeable ſituation deſcribed, 
iv. 192. 


C. 


Catiline (a tragedy). Criticiſms upon it, iii. 144. 146. 

* Centurioni (Marquis). Character of, iii. 160. 

7 Chenevix (Rev. Dr. now biſhop of Waterford). Letters 

of the earl of Cheſterfield to him, iv. 223. His diſ- 
appointment of the living of St. Olave's Southwark, 
iv. 225, and in the note. Is refuſed the biſhopric of 
Clonfert, iv. 229. Reaſons given for that refuſal, 
iv. 229, in the note. Is made biſhop of Killaloe, iv. 
230. A charitable ſcheme ſet on foot by him for 
affording a refuge to French proteſtants in Ireland, 
iv. 239, 240. Death of his wife, iv. 242, in the 
note. Account of his ſon's death, iv. 331. 

Coe (Earl of). His letters to the Rev. Mr. 
Jouneau, iii. 2— 14. His account of his ſtudies, 
and way of ſpending his time at Cambridge, 
ii. 6—8, His opinion of the ſtate of affairs in Eng- 
land at the death of queen Ann, iii. 16. His letter 
to Mr. Crebillon, iii. 44. His opinion of Voltaire's 
tragedy of Mahomet, ili. 46. His letter to Madame 
de Tencin, recommending Mrs. Cleland, iii. 50, &c. 
His correſpondence with a lady of high rank and 
great accompliſhments at Paris, whoſe name 1s 

, Concealed, iii, 62—230, His criticiſms on Vol- 

Ce 2 Des. taire's 
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taire's poetical deſcription of the battle of Fontenoy, 
111. 64. Introduces his ſon to the lady whom he 
writes to, iii. 66. Mentions his deſign of ſending hin 
to Paris at fourteen years of age, under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Harte, iii. 68. His affection for his 
ſon, iti. 72. His plan of education for him, iii. 74. 
His ſentiments about the peace, and the negotiations 
at Breda, iii. 82. His reaſons for reſigning the office 
of ſecretary of ſtate, iii. 98. His account of the 
peace, and of the expences of the war, iii. 108—1 10, 
His opinion of the Peruvian letters, iti. 116. His 
deſcription of a room in his houſe called a b:udbir, or 
pouting room, iii. 128. His account of a book called 
les Moeurs, which he ſuppoſed to be written by Mon- 
teſquieu, iti. 130. His opinion of the French thea. 
tre, iii. 138. Mentions the death of his brother the 
Hon. John Stanhope, iii. 140. His criticiſms upon 
Crebillon's tragedy of Catiline, iii. 144— 146. is 
opinion of a tragedy called Dionyſius the Tyrant, 
written by Mr. Marmontel, iii. 130. His opinion of 
the tranſlation of Anti-Lucretios, iii. 152. His opi- 
nion of the Marquis de Centurioni, iii. 160. His 
account of the earthquake of the year 1750, in Lon- 
don, iii. 190. His method of diſpoſing of his ſon at 
Paris, ili. 196—198. His reaſons for making him 
reſide in the academy, ili. 200—202, His character 
of Abbe Sallier, iii. 204, His anecdotes of perſons 
concerned in the rebellion, iii. 208, &c. His recom- 
mendation of lord Huntingdon, iii. 210. His ac 
couut of Voltaire's retiring to Berlin, iii. 214. 346. 
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His opinion of Madame de Graffigny's comedy of 


Cenie, iii. 216. 362. And of Madame de Bocage's 
tranſlation of Milton, and Pope's Temple of Fame, 
iii, 216. His reaſons for leaving his fon without 
a tutor at Paris, iii. 228. His character of the Abbe 
de la Ville, iii. 236. His regulation of his ſon's ex- 
pences at Paris, iii. 240. His account of the change 
of the ſtyle, iti. 246. His account of lord Boling- 
broke, itt. 238. His character of him, iii. 264. His 
account of the ſucceſs of inoculation, in. 278. His 
opinion of the young lord Bolingbroke, ili. 296. 
His reaſons for changing the name of his country- 


| houſe from Babiole to Little Chartreuſe, iii. 318. 


His letters to Madame de Bocage, iii. 332—386. 
His deſcription of Baron Kreuningen, iii. 336. His 
opinion of Voltaire's writings, 342. Introduces his 
ſon to her, iii. 350. Introduces lord Huntingdon to 
her. His opinion of Cardinal Richeheu's political 
will, and of Voltaire's pleading againſt it, iii. 334. 


His opinion of ſome of Sir George Etherege's come- 


dies, iii. 362. His opinion of Terence's comedies, 
it. 370. His criticiſm on a ſatyrical work written 


by Mr. Duclos, in. 372, and in the note. His opi- 
nion of Voltaire's hiſtory of the age of Lewis XIV. 


tit. 384. His letter to Mr. de Kreuningen, iii. 396. His 
letter to lady — „on the ſubject of humour, 


Ut. 390. His letter to James Dayrolles Eſq; &c. 


+ 


iv. 4. His letters to Solomon Dayrolles Eſq; iv. 
8-210. Expreſſes his anxiety for the ſecurity of 


the Dutch frontier in 1747, iv. 19. His opinion 
| 1 ot 
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of the ſurrender of Bergen-op-zoom, iv. 25. His 


reaſons for retiring from public affairs, iv. 36. 


His account of reſigning the ſeals, iv. 28. His br. 
ther appointed commiſſioner of the admiralty, iv. 40. 
A pamphlet aſcribed to him, iv, 45, and in the note, 
His ignorance of the author, iy. 45. His opinion of 
the neceſſity of the peace in 1748, iv. 48, 49, 50, 
His opinion of lord Pembroke's ſeat at Wilton, iv. 57, 
His opinion of the hiſtory of the wars between France 
and the houſe of Auſtria, iv. 58. His political 
reaſons for the queen of Hungary's delay in entering 
into the definitive treaty, iv. 59. 62. 65. His account 
of the diſmiſſion of the grand penfionary of Holland, 


iv. 87. Applies for a prebend for the Rev. Mr.“ 


Harte, tutor to his ſon, iv. 94, in the note. Ob- 
tains it, 96. Congratulates Mr. Dayrolles on his 
marriage, iv. 102. His opinion of the ſtate of poli- 
' tics in Holland at the death of the prince of Orange, 
iv. 106. His advice fon the conduct of the princeſs 
dowager of Orange during the minority, iv, 109. 
Congratulates Mr. Day rolles on the birth of a fon, 
to whom he was godfather, iv. 122. His plan of 


education for his godſon, iv. 124. His opinion of the 


puniſhment of children, iv. 130. His opinion with 
reſpect to the connexions of England with the houſes 


of Auſtria and Bourbon, iv. 137. Mentions his wri- 


ting ſome papers in a weekly paper called The World, 

iv. 149. His account of Spa, iv. 150. 138. His rea- 
ſons for going to London in the winter, iv. 161. 

Thinks Mr. Fox will be miniſter, iv. 163. Thinks 

there 


there will be no war in 1755, iv. 164. His account 


of the ſtate of parliament in 1755, iv. 165. His poli- 
tical opinions in 1755, iv. 166. 170, 171. 173, 174 
176, 177. Error in them, iv. 177, in the note. 


His account of the lofs of Minorca, and the bad 
ſituation of affairs in England and America in 1756, 
iv. 185, 186. 188. Deſcribes admiral Byng's unfor- 
tunate ſituation, iv. 192. His political opinions in 
1757, iv. 193. His account of the miniſtry in 1757, 
iv. 196, 197, 198. 200, 201, 202. Effect which his 
ill ſtate of health had upon his political opinions, iv. 
198, in the note. His letters to Sir Thomas Robin- 


fon, iv. 210—214. His intimacy with Sir Thomas, 
ww. 210, in the note. His opinion of the attempt 


upon the king of France's life, iv. 213. His opinion 
of Archibald Bower's converſion, iv. 213. His letter 
to doctor Cheyne, iv. 216. His letters to the Rev. 
Doctor Chenevix Lord Bifhop of Waterford, iv. 223— 
331. Deplores the loſs of Lord Scarborough, iv. 223. 
Recommends Dr. Chenevix to the biſhopric of Clon- 
fert, iv. 228. Account of his reſignation, and the 


reaſons for it, iv. 234, and in the note. His appro- 


bation and encouragement of the ſcheme for affording 
a refuge to French proteſtants in Ireland, iv. 239, 240. 


His condolence with the biſhop on the death of Mrs. 


Chenevix, iv. 242. Complains much of the decline 


of his health, and of deafneſs, iv. 244, &c. Finds 


much benefit from the Bath waters, iv. 251, 252, &c. 


His opinion of archbiſhop Tillotſon, iv. 259. Is 


made member of the Academy of Belles Lettres at 
7 Ccs4 Paris, 
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Paris, iv. 261. His opinion of Sheridan's book on 
Britiſh education, iv. 266. His opinion of Swift's 
Hiſtory of the four laſt years of Queen Ann, iv. 276, 
His inſtructions for raiſing melons, iv. 289. His ac. 
count of Mr. George Faulkner's mode of living in 
England, iv. 291. His character of Lord Halifax, 
iv. 294. His character of Lord Hertford, iv. 308, 


His opinion of Lord Townſhend, iv. 312. Adopts 


the ſon of his kinſman Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield, 
iv. 313. His account of that young gentleman, iy, 
313. His account of Lord Mountmorris, iv. 321. 
His letter of condolence to the biſhop, upon the loſs 
of his ſon; which letter is probably the laſt he ever 
wrote to him, iv. 331, and in the note. His letters to 
Mr. Prior, iv. 332—343-. His account of a ſucceſs 
ful method of making ſtarch from potatoes, iv. 333. 
His thoughts on the kingdom of Ireland, and the 
points that ought to engage the attention of the 
people of that country, iv. 333, 336. 339. 341, 
342. His letter to the Rev. Dr. Madden, iv. 344. 
His letter to the Rev. Dr. Whitcombe, iv. 346. 
His letters to Captain (afterwards Sir John) Irwine, 
iv. 349—369. His obſervations upon the famous 
Iriſh patriot Dr. Lucas, iv. 330, 351. His opinion 
of Marſhal Richelieu, iv. 364. His political opi- 
nion concerning Corſica, ditto. His account of the 
death of the Duke of Newcaſtle, ditto. His letter to 
Dean Swift, iv. 371. His letters to the Earl of Stair, 
iv. 375—381. — 

Chetwynd, Eſq; (William). iv. 31. 


Cheyne 
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I Cheyne (Dr.) Letter from Lord Cheſterfield to him, 


communicated by the Counteſs of , iv. 
216, and in the note. | 


* Children, how to be educated, iv. 124. For what faults 


to be puniſhed, iv. 130. Should be left to chuſe 
their own profeſſion, iv. 187. 


7 Cobentzel (Count). Account of, iv. 161, in the note. 
* Corſica (iſland of). Political opinion concerning it, 


iv. 364. 


Crebillon (Mr.). His letters to Lord Cheſterfield, iii. 


26—34. His criticiſms on the Sopha, a novel written 
by himſelf, iii. 28—32. His baniſhment on account 
of this book, iii. 32, in the note. His exile repealed, 
ili. 38. His criticiſms on Pamela, iii. 40. 42. 


2 Crebillon (Senior). Anecdotes relating to ſome of his 


5 


tragedies, iii. 144, in the note. 


Cumberland (Duke of). Appointed with Mr. Fox of the 


regency, iv. 166. 


D. 


D' Albert (Chevalier). Account of, iii. 106, in the 
note, 

Dayrolles, Eſq; (Solomon). Appointed reſident at the 
Hague, upon the death of his uncle James Dayrolles, 


iv. 14. His marriage, iv. 102. Is appointed envoy to 
Bruſſels, iv. 113. 


* D'&Enmey (Monſieur). Account of, iii. 284, in the 


note. 


D Engg den (Mr.). Account of, iv. 208, in the note. 
D' Fier 
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D'Her (Chevalier). Account of letters publiſhed under Ca 
that name, iii. 134, in the note. 


* 1 

Dionyſius (a tragedy). Account of, iii. 150. r 
. Duncan (Mr.). Account of, iv. 79, in the note. = 
i 
J Elliot (General). Account of, iv. 84, and in the note. 
j Etherege (Sir George). Succeſs of his comedy called 
| Love in a Tub, iii. -362, in the note. 
g 


F. 


Faulkner (Mr. George). His mode of lixing in England 
deſcribed, iv. 291. 


Finch (the Hon. William). His recall from his embaſſy 
at the Hague, iv. 10, in the note. 


Fontenelle (Mr.) His poſtſcript to Madame de Tencin's 
letter, iii. 60. Account of his death, iv. 194, in the 


note, 
Fox (Mr.) Appointed of the regency with the Duke of | 
Cumberland, iv. 166. S 


France, Expectations of a war with, iv. 180. 


Francis (Mr.) Account of his tragedy. of cenie, i, I ; ] 
376. 380. = 
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G. 


Galen (Bernard Van). Account of, iv. 23, in the 
note. =O 
| 2 Garrick 
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Garrick (Mr.). His marriage with Signora Violetti, 


iv. 91. 
Graffigny (Madame de). Account of her comedy, i. 
216, in the note. 


H. 


Haaren (Monſieur v an) Who ? iv. I39, and in the 
note. 
Hague, univerſal Joy expreſſed there at the concluſion 


of the peace in 1748, iv. 49. 


294. 


nep, iv. 276. 

Harenc (Mr.), Account of, iii. 380, in the note. 

* Hartington (Lord). His appointment to the lord licute- 
nancy of Ireland, iv. 250. 

Hertford (Lord). Appointed lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land, w. 308. 

> Holderneſſe (Earl of). Sent ambaſſador to the Hague, 
iv. 78. Appoints Mr. Tindal his chaplain and ſecre- 
tary, iv. 78, | 

Holland (Grand Penſionary of). His diſmiſſion, and 


that country at the death of the prince of Orange, 
iy. 106, | 


note, 0 


Hungary 


Hallifax (Lord). His appointment to the lord "RENT 
nancy of Ireland, iv. 294. Character of him, iv. 


Hamilton (Duke). Not murdered by Mr. Macarte- 


acceptance of a penſion, iv. 87. State of politics in 


* Hop (Lieutenant Genera)). Account of, iv. go, in the 
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Hungary Queen of). Reaſons for her delay in entering 
into the definitive treaty, iv. 59. 62. 65. 

Huntingdon (Earl of). Character of him, iii. 210, 


Hutchins (the Rev. Mr.). Account of, iv. 226, and in 
the note. 


I. 


Jews, their naturalization-bill paſſed, iv. 143. Humo- 
rous advertiſement on this occaſion, iv. 144. 

Inoculation, ſucceſs of, iii. 278. 

Jouneate (the Rev. Mr.). Account of, iii. 2, in the note. 
Account of his ſon, 1it. 10, in the note. 

Irwine (Captain, now Sir John). Account of, iv. 70, 
in the note. Letters from Lord Cheſterfield to him, 
w. 349—369- 


K. 


Naunitaæ (Prince). Appointed to ſettle the affairs at 
Bruſſels, iv. 37, in the note. 


| Rreuningen (Baron de). Account of, ii. 336, in the note; 


111. 386, in the note. 


1 


L*Enclss (Ninon). Anecdote of, iii. 344, in the note. 
Letters (Peruvian). Character of them, iii. 116. 
London (Earthquake in). Account of, iii. 190. 
Lucas (Mr. Charles). Obſervations on, iv. 350, 351. 


M. 
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Mably (Abbe). Author of the Droit public de l'Europe, 


iv. 52, and in the note. 


g Macarteney (Mr.). Not of the murder of duke 


Hamilton, iv. 276. 

Madden (the Rev. Dr. Samuel). Letter from Lord 
Cheſterficld to him, iv. 344. Account of, iv. 344, 
in note (a). Anecdote concerning a tragedy ſup- 
poſed to be written by him, iv. 344, in note (c). 

Marmontel (Mr.). Account of ſome of his works, iii. 
150, in the note. Ill ſucceſs of his tragedy of Cleo- 
patra, ili. 340. 

Mars (Monſieur de Cinq.) Account of, iii. 146, in che 
note. | 

Martel (Madame de). Her letter to Lord Cheſterfield, 
111. 22, | 

Martin (Mr.), Account of, 1it. 260, 1n the note. 

Maſcow (Profeſſor). iv. 29, in the note. 

Memnon, philoſophical tale by Voltaire, iv. 33, in the 
note. Opinion of it, iv. 34. 

Miniſtry (Brivſh). Account of, in 1757, iv. 196 to 

201. | 
Minorca, loſs of, iv. 185. 
Meeurs (les) ). Account of a book ſo called, iii. 1 30. 


* Mountmorris (Lord). Character of, iv. 321. 


* 
N | 7 : 
* 
8 


| Newcaſtle (Duke of). Moves for the repeal of the Jew 


bill, iv. 147. His death, iv. 365. 


| Nivernois (Monſieur de). Char after of, iii. 160. 
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O. 


Orange (Prince of). His regulation of the poſt at Am. 
ſterdam, iv. 57, and in the note. His death, iv. 10;, 

Orange (Princeſs Dowager of). Rules for her conduct 
during the minority, iv. 108. 


P. 


Parliament, ſtate of, in 1755, iv. 165. 


Pelbam (Mr.). His death, iv. 154. 

Pembroke (Earl). Account of his feat at Wilton, iv. 57, 

Pitt (Mr.). Secretary of ſtate in 1757, without having 
miniſterial influence, iv. 192. 

Prior (Mr.). Letters from Lord Cheſterfield to him, iv. 
332243. Account of, iv. 332, in the note. 


Pruſſia (King of). Reaſons why he ſhould not attack 
Hanover, iv. 138. 


R. 


Rebellion. Anecdotes of perſons concerned in, ii, 


208, &c. 


Richmond (Duke of). His death, iii. 206. 


Robinſon (Sir Thomas). Lord Cheſterfield's letters to 
him, iv. 210—215. His intimacy with Lord Cheſ- 
terfield, iv. 210, in the note. 


Rochford (Earl of). Appointed lord r ir. 


165. 
Rodriguez 
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* Rodriguez. Who? iv. 33, and in the note. 
Romans (King of the). To be elected at Hanover in 

1752, iv. 114. Importance of that election, ditto, 
iv. 116. Delay of it, iv. 119. 


8. 


Sallier (Abbé). Account of, iii. 92, in the note. 

Saxe (Marſhal). Account of his funeral, iii. 366, in 
the note. 

Sheridan (Mr.). Account of his book on Britiſh edu- 
cation, iv. 266. 

Spa. Account of, iv. 157, 158. 

Stanbope (the Hon. George). Obtains the rank of 
colonel, iv. 41. Who? iv. 41, in the note. 

Stanhope (Hon. John). Brother to the earl of Cheſter- 
field. Account of his death, iv. 69, in the note. 
111. 140. in the note, 

Style. Change of, iti. 244. | 

Swift (the Rev. Dr.). His hiſtory of the four laſt years 
of queen Ann cenſured, iv. 276. His letters to the - 
ear] of Cheſterfield, ſoliciting him for a place for Mr. - 
Launcelot, who had married a relation of his, 369, 
370. 373. 


T4 


Tax (new), levied in Holland. Account of its produce, 
iv. 24, in the note. ſo þ 

Texcin (Madame de). Account of, iii. 50, in the note. 
Her letter to lord Cheſterfield, iii. 56. 


Tillotſon 
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Tillotſon (Archbiſhop). 8 of, iv. 259. 


Touſſaint (Mr.). Author of a book entitled Les Moeuts, 


account of hiim, in the note, iii. 130. 


Townſhend (Lord). Appointed lord lieutenant of Ire. 
land, IV. 312. 


Trenck (Baron). A dog, why ſo called? iv. 52. and in 
the note, iv. 54. iv. 56. 


U. 


Vanderduyn (Lieutenant General). Account of, iv. 60. 
and in the note. | | 
Ubbergue. Country-ſeat of count Welderen, iv. 20, in 
the note. | 
Ville (Abbe de la). Account of, iii. 150. 
Villettes, Eſq; (Arthur). Account of, iv. 349, in 
note (6b). | 
Voltaire. Honors and penſions dhe upon him by 


the king of Pruſſia, iii. 214. His letter to the earl 
of Cheſterfield, iii. 298. 


W. 


Waldeck (Prince). His corps how it ought to be diſ- 
poſed of, iv. 22. 

Walpole (Mr. Horatio), Appoifited ambaſſador and 

; Plenipotentiary to the States General, iv. 10, in the 
note. 
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$77 afſenaer de Twickel (Count), His letter of congratu- 

lation to lord Cheſterfield on his being appointed ſes 

cretary of ſtate, iii. 394. His account of the deplo- 

rable ſtate of Holland, iii. 396. 

Morid. A periodical paper, in which lord Cheſterfleld 
# wrote, iv. 149. . 


[4 Y. 
| or ke (Colonel). Appointed ambaſſador to the States 
* General, iv. 110. | 
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DIRECTIONS for placing the CUTS. 


Head of lord Cheſterfield, to face the title of yol. I, 
Lady Halifax, to face page 15, vol. I. 
Earl Stanhope, _ page 41, vol. I. 
Van Slingeland, . page 87, vol. I, 
Earl of Scarborough, page 29, vol. I. 
The emblematical figure of lady Cheſterfield, to 
face the title of vol. II. 

Thomas Prior, Eſq. to face the title of vol. III. 
Biſhop of Waterford, to face the title of val. IV. 
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BOOKS printed for E. and C. DILI x. 


I. EC TURES on the CONSTITUTION and LAWS of ENG. 
LAND, with a COMMENTARY on MAGNA CHART, 
and ILLUSTRATIONS of many of the ENGLISH STATUTES. 
By the late FBANCIS STOUGHTON SULLIVAN, LL. D. Royal Profeſſot 
of Common Law in Trinity College, Dublin. The Second Edition. To 
which Authorities are now firſt added, and a Piſcourſe is prefixed on the 
LAWSand GOVERNMENT of ENGLAND. By GILBERT 
STUART, LL. D. 
Neatly printed in One Volume Quarto, Price 158. in Boards, or 18s. bound. 


II. THE NEW and COMPLEAT DICTIONARY of the ENG- 
LISH LANGUAGE. In which all the Words are introduced, the differ- 
ent Spellings preſerved, the Sounds of the Letters occaſionally diſtinguithed, 
the obſolete and uncommon Words ſupported by Authorities, and the different 
Conſtructions and Uſes illuſtrated by Examples. To which is prefixed, a 
Comprehenfive Grammar. By Joux ASH, LL. D. Author of GRAM- 
MATICAL INSTITUTES; or, An EasY INTRODUCTION to Dr. 
LowTH's ENGLISH GRAMMAR, 

Neatly printed on a ſmall new Letter, and full Page, in Two large 

Volumes, Octavo, Price 128. bound. 


III. Dr. NUGENT'S NEW POCKET DICTIONARY of the 
FRENCH and ENGLISH LANGUAGES. In Two Parts. 1. French and 
Engliſn. 2. Engliſh and French. Containing all Words of general U ſe, 
and authorized by the beit Writers. The Sccond Edition, greatly im— 

roved, with the Addition of upwards of THIRTEEN ThovusanD 
WorDs. By J. S. CHAaRRIER, Teacher of the French Language and 
Geography, &c. | 

Neatly printed in One Volume 12mo, Price 3s. 6d. bound. 
N. B. This Dictionary is an uſeful Companion for all Gentlemen wwho tra- 
vel, both Nati ves and Foreigners. 


IV. ENTICK'S NEW SPELLING DICTIONARY ; teaching to 
write and pronounce the Engliſh Tongue with Eaſe and Propricty. Jo 
which is prefixed, A GRAMMATICAL INTRODUCTION to the ENGLISH 
ToxncGue. A New Edition, carefully reviſed and corrected. To which, 
with the former Additions, is now firſt ſubjoined, A ComMPENDIOUS 
His TORICAL DICTIONARY of the HEATHEN GoDs and GODDESSES, 
HEROES and HEROINES, &. 

Neatly printed in a Pocket Volume, Price only 28. hound. 


V. MORAL and ENTERTAINING DIALOGUES in ENGLISH 
and FRENCH, for the Improvement of Youth. By Madame FauqQuss 
DE VAUCLUSE. | 

Neatly printed in Two Volumes, Price 6s. bound. 


VI. MEMOIRS of the KINGS of FRANCE of the Race of 
VALOIS : Interſperſed with intereſting Anecdotes. To which is added, 
A Tour through the Weſtern, Southern, and Interior Provinces of 
France. In a Series of Letters. By NATHANIEL WRAXALL, Jun. Eſq; | 
Price 10s. in Boards, or 128. bound. 


VII. The REPOSITORY; a Select Collection of Fugitive Pieces of 
it and Humour, in Proſe and Verſe, by the moſt eminent Writers. 
Elegantly printed in Two Volumes, Price 6s. ſewed. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD's WORKS. 
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GEORGE rue FIRST. 


FNEORGE the Firſt was an honeſt, dull, German 
7 entleman, as unfit as unwilling to act the part 
= of a king, which is to ſhine and to oppreſs. Lazy and 
inactive even in his pleaſures, which were therefore 
= lowly ſenſual. He was coolly intrepid, and indo- 
llently benevolent. He was diffident of his own parts, 
which made him ſpeak little in public, and prefer in 
his ſocial, which were his favourite, hours the com- 
= pany of wags and buffoons. Even his miſtreſs, the 
= dutcheſs of Kendal, with whom he paſſed moſt of his 
time, and who had all influence over him, was very 

little above an idiot. WF 
Importunity alone could make him act, and then 
only to get rid of it. His views and affections were ſingly 
= confined to the narrow compaſs of his electorate: Eng- 
land was too big for him. If he had nothing great as 
= a king, he had nothing bad as a man; and if he does 
not adorn, at leaſt he will not ſtain, the annals of this 
country. In private life he would have been loved and 
eltcemed as a good citizen, a good friend, and a good 
"BD neighbour. 
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neighbour. Happy were it for Europe, happy for thy 
world, if there were not greater kings in it. 


. . aa 


— — — 


The moſt amiable monarch that ever filled a throne. 
Foes ADD1$0xy, 
As king James, inſtead of giving the laws their proper 
courſe, aſſumed a power to diſpenſe with them; and as queen 
Anne was flattered into a perſuaſion that the regal authority 
was unlimited; king George, on the contrary, defired no power 
but what enabled him to promote the welfare of his ſubject, 
and was too wiſe to deem thoſe his friends who would haue 
made their court to him by the profeſſion of an obedicuc 
which they never practiſed, and which has always proved fatal 
to thoſe princes who have put it to the trial. He had given: 


proof of his {overeign virtues before he exerciſed them in this 


nation, His natural inclinatien to juſtice led him to rule his 
German ſubjects in the ſame manner that our conſtitution di- 
rected him to govern the Engliſh. He regarded civil libertics 
as the natural rights of mankind, and therefore indulged them 
to a people who pleaded no other claim to them than his own 
goodneſs. The confiſtency of his behaviour was ſuch, that 
he inflexibly purſued thoſe meaſures which appeared the mo: 
juſt and equitable, As he was prudent in laying proper 
ichemes, he was no leſs remarkable for his ſteadineſs in ac- 
compliſhing what he had once concerted. To this uniformity 
and firmneſs of mind, which appeared in all his proceeding, 
the ſucceſſes that attended him were chiefly owing. His mar: 
tial virtues were no leſs conſpicuous than his civil, though for 
the good of his ſubjects he ſtudicd to decline all occaſions ot 
military glory. He had acquired great reputation in hi 
younger days in Hungary and the Morea, when he fougit 
againſt the Turks, as weil as in Germany and Flanders, When 


he commanded againſt the diſturber of the peace of Europ. 


And, as if perfonal courage was an her:ditary virtue of bis 
family, three of his brothers fell gloriouſly in the field, fioht- 
ing againft the enemies of their country, and his ſon (his late 
majeſty king George II.) fought with the bravery of his {q- 


ther at the battle of Audenarde, where the ſons of France and 


the Pretender fled before him. | : 

As to his more private virtues, he was of a grave, cas, 
and calm temper, and generous upon all occaſions; and ti: 
ſerenity and benignity of his mind diſcovered themſelves in 
countenance, and captivated the love and ycneration of all 
who approached him, TIN DAI. | | x 

| : e 
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It was this prince's maxim, Never to abandon his friends; 
es to render juſtice to all the world; and to fear no one but 
God.“ Mrror. | 


A wiſe, a ſteady, and a righteous prince, and worthy to be 
remembered with double honour, Dr. CHANDLER, 


George I. was plain and ſimple in his perſon and addreſs ; 

grave and compoſed in his deportment, though eaſy, familiar, 
and facetious, in his hours of relaxation, Before he aſcended 
the throne of Great Britain, he bad acquired the character of 
a cireumſpect general, a juſt and er . prince, and a wiſe 
politician, who perfectly underſtood, and ſteadily purſued, his 
on intereſt, With theſe qualities it cannot be doubted, but 
S that he came to England extremely well diſpoſed to govern his 
neu ſubjects according to the maxims of the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, and the genius of the people; and if ever he ſeemed to 
deyiate from theſe principles, we may take it for granted, that 

he was miſled by the venal ſuggeſtions of a miniſtry whoſe 
power and influence were founded on corruption. SMOLLETT, 


The medium of party undoubtedly viewed the po- 
EZ litical conduct of George the Firſt as coloured by the preju- 
EZ dices of the eye through which it was ſurveyed ; but whatever 

might be the virtues, vices, or errors of his political conduct, 

he was liked, and even loved by the individuals who had the 
honour of a familiar converſation with him, and was gene- 
rally regarded by thoſe who do not examine cloſely or critically 
into the nature of virtue and vice, or the motives or princi- 
ples of human conduct, as a man who had an honeſt heart, 
and whoſe faults in his government, if there are any faults to 
be found, were entirely owing to the ſuggeſtions of a venal 
miniſtry; who having neither ſufficient virtue, nor ſufficient 
= underſtand-ng, to govern parties by the confidence which 
theſe great qualities give, their power and influence were ſolely 
grounded on corruption. Mrs. MAcAULAY. 


E GEORGE rus SECOND. 

| 3 HE had not better parts than his father, but much 
1 ſtronger animal ſpirits, which made him produce 
and communicate himſelf more. Every thing in his 
BY compoſition was little; and he had all the w-aknelles 


of a little mind, without any of the virtues, or even 
B 2 the 
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the vices, of a great one. He loved to act the king, 
but miſtook the part; and the royal dignity ſhrunk 
into the electoral pride. He was educated upon that 
ſcale, and never enlarged its dimenſions with his domi- 
nions. As elector of Hanover he thought himſelf great; 
as king of Great Britain only rich. Avarice, the mean- 
eſt of all paſſions, was his ruling one; and J never 
knew him deviate into any generous action. 

His firſt natural movements were always on the ſide 
of juſtice and truth; but they were often warped by 
miniſterial influence, or the ſecret twitches of avarice. 
He was generally reckoned ill- natured, which indeed he 
was not. He had rather an unfeeling than a bad heart; 
but I never obſerved any ſettled malevolence in him, 
though his ſudden paſſions, which were frequent, made 
him ſay things which, in cooler moments, he would not 
have executed. His heart always ſeemed to me to be 
in a ſtate of perfect neutrality between hardneſs and 
tenderneſs. In council he was exceſſively timorous, and 
thought by many to be ſo in perſon ; but of this I can 
ſay nothing on my own knowledge. 

In his dreſs and in his converſation he affected the 
hero fo much, that from thence only many called his 
courage in queſtion : though, by the way, that is no 
certain rule to judge by, ſince the braveſt men, with 
weak underſtandings, conſtantly fall into that error *. 
Little things, as he has often told me himſelf, affected 
him more than great ones; and this was ſo true, that 
have often ſeen him put fo much out of humour at his 
private levee, by a miſtake or blunder of a valet de 
chambre, that the gaping crowd admitted to his public 


It is univerſally allowed that, in the fields of Flanders, at the 
battle of Oudenard (when he was in his twenty-fifth year, and where 
he ſerved as a volunteer) he gave diſtinguiſhed proofs of his vivacity 
and courage, He charged ſword in hand at the head of a ſquadron ot 
Bulau's dragoons, had his horſe ſhot under him, and Colonel Luſchky, 
who commanded the ſquadron, was killed by his fide. Nor did his 
.courage deſert him at the decline of life, when he appeared in the 
plains of Dettingen, commanded his own army, and obtained a ſignal 
victory over his inſulting and perfidious enemies. 

GMT MM levee 
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levee have, from his looks and filence, concluded that 
he had juſt received ſome dreadful news. Tacitus 
would always have been deceived by him. 

Within certain bounds, but they were indeed narrow 
ones, his underſtanding was clear, and his conception 
quick: and I have generally obſerved, that he pro- 
nounced ſenſibly and juſtly upon ſingle propoſitions; 
but to analyſe, ſeparate, combine, and reduce to a point, 
complicated ones, was above his faculties. 

He was thought to have a great opinion of his own 
abilities; but, on the contrary, I am very ſure that he had 
a great diſtruſt of them in matters of ſtate. He well 
knew that he was governed by the Queen, while ſhe 
lived ; and that ſhe was governed by Sir Robert Wal- 
pole : but he kept that ſecret inviolably, and flattered 
himſelf that nobody had diſcovered it. After their 
deaths, he was governed ſucceſſively by different mini- 
ſters, according as they could engage for a ſufficient 
ſtrength in the houſe of commons ; for, as avarice was 
his ruling paſſion, he feared, hated, and courted, that 
money-giving part of the legiſlature. 

He was by no means formed for the pleaſures of pri- 
vate and ſocial life, though ſometimes he tried to ſupple 
himſelf to them; but he did it ſo ungracefully, that 
both he and the company were mutual reſtraints upon 
each other, and conſequently ſoon grew weary of one 
another. A king muſt be as great in mind as in rank, 


who can let himſelf down with eaſe to the ſocial level, 


and no lower, | 


Hle had no favourites, and indeed no friends, having 
none of that expanſion of heart, none of thoſe amiable 
connecting talents, which are neceſſary for both. This, 
together with the ſterility of his converſation, made 
him prefer the company of women, with whom he ra- 
ther ſauntered away than enjoyed his leiſure hours. He 
was addicted to women, but chiefly to ſuch as required 
little attention and leſs pay. He never had but two 
avowed miſtreſſes of rank, the counteſſes of Suffolk and 
Yarmouth, The former, though he paſſed half his 
u 3 >,” "me 
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time with her, had no degree of influence, and but a 
ſmall one of profit ; the latter, being taken after the 
death of the queen, had more of both, but no extra- 
vagant ſhare of either. 

He was very well-bred 3 but it was in a ſtiff and 
formal manner, and produced in others that reſtraint 
which they ſaw he was under himſelf. He beſtowed 
his favours ſo coldly and ungraciouſly, that they ex- 
cited no warm returns in thoſe who received them. 
They knew that they owed them to the miniſterial ar- 
rangements for the time being, and not to his volun- 
tary choice. He was extremely regular and methadi- 
cal in his hours, in his papers, and above all in his 
Private accounts ; and would be very peeviſh if any ac- 
cident, or negligence in his miniſters, broke in upon 
that regular allotment of his time. 

He had a very ſmall degree of acquired knowledge: 
he ſometimes read hiſtory, and, as he had a very good 
memory, was exceedingly correct in facts and dates. 
He ſpoke French and Italian well, and Engliſh very 
properly, but with ſomething of a foreign accent. 
He had a contempt for the belles lettres, which be called 
trifling. He troubled himſelf little about religion, but 
jogged on quietly in that in which he had been bred, 
without ſcruples, doubts, zeal, or inquiry. He was 
extremely ſober and temperate, which, together with 
conſtant gentle exerciſe, prolonged his life beyond what 
his natural conſtitution, which was but a weak one, 
ſeemed to promiſe. He died of an apoplexy, after a 
reign of three and thirty years. He died unlamented, 
though not unpraiſed becauſe he was dead. 

Upon the whole, he was rather a weak than a 
bad man or king. His government was mild as to 
prerogative, but burthenſome as to taxes, which he 
raiſed when and to what degree he pleaſed, by corrupt- 
ing the honeſty, and not by invading the privileges, 
of parliament. I have dwelt the longer upon this cha- 
rafter, becauſe I was ſo long and ſo well acquainted with 
ut; for above thirty years I was always near his * 

an 
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and had conſtant opportunities of obſerving him, both 
in his regal robes and in his undreſs. I hare accompa- 
nied him in his pleaſures, and been employed in his 
buſineſs. I have, by turns, been as well and as ill with 
him as any man in England. Impartial and unpreju- 
diced I have drawnthis character from the life, and after 
a forty years ſitting. 


— 


2 * —_ — 


George the Second died at the age of ſeventy-ſeven, after a 
long reign of thirty-four years, drſtinguiſhed by a variety of 
important events, and chequered with a viciſſitude of character 
and fortune. He was in his perſon rather lower than the mid- 
dle ſize, well-ſhaped, erect, with eyes remarkably prominent, 
a high noſe, and fair complexion, In his diſpoſition he is faid 
to have been haſty, prone to anger, eſpecially in his youth, 
yet ſoon appeaſed ; otherwiſe mild, moderate, and humane: 
in his way of living temperate, regular, and ſo methodical in 
every branch of private ceconomy, that his attention deſcended 
to objects which a great king (perhaps) had better overlook. 

He was fond of military pomp and parade; and perſonally 
brave. He loved war as a ſoldier; he ftudied it as a ſcience ; 
and correſponded on this ſubject with ſome of the greateſt 
officers whom Germany has produced. The extent of his un- 
derftanding, and the ſplendor of his virtue, we ſhall not pre- 
ſume to aſcertain, nor attempt to diſplay; we rather wiſh for 
opportunities to (xpatiate on his munificence and liberality ; 
his generous regard to genius and learning; his royal encou— 
rageinent of thoſe arts, by which a nation is at once bene- 
fited and adorned, 5 

With reſpect to his government, it very ſeldom deviated 
from the inſtitutions of law; or encroached upon private pro- 
perty; or interfered with the common adminiſtration of juſtice. 
The circumſtances that chiefly marked his public character, 
were a predilection for his native country, and a cloſe atten- 
tion to the political intereſts of the Germanic body: points 
and principles to which he adhered with the moſt invincible 
fortitude; and, if ever the blood and treaſure of Great Bri- 
tain were ſacrificed to theſe conſiderations, we ought not ſo 
much to blame the prince who acted from the dictates of na- 


tural affection, as we ſhould deteft a ſucceſſion of venal mini- 


ſters, all of whom in their turns devoted themſelves, ſoul and 
body, to the gratification of this paſſion or partiality, ſo pre- 
Judicial to the true intereſt of their country, SMOLLELT. 
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Not one ſingle ſtretch of power, not one law diſpenſed with, 
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The perſonal character of George II. was truly worthy and 
venerable, He had unqueſtionably a very high ſenſe of, and 
regard for Deity, His regard to the public offices of religion 
was remarkably grave and ſerious, ſtrictly attentive to the va- 
rious parts of the ſervice, and without any appearance of ab- 
ſence of mind from the ſolemnities of worſhip in which he 
was engaged, Had the pattern he gave them been followed, 
religion would have been more univerſally encouraged by the 
example of the rich and great, and the credit of its inſtitu. 
tions ſupported by their ſerious and diligent attendance on 
them. His temperance was remarkable and habitual through- 
out the whole courſe of his life ; his pleaſures and amuſements 
were few and regular—never eagerly {ought after, never in- 
dulged at the expence of the public, the diſfipation and waſte 
of his revenues, and the neglect of the great affairs of govern- 
ment. | 

He had his particular friends, and was conſtant in his re- 
gards to them, but no minions and favorites to whom he ab- 
ioiutely reiigned himſelf, or whom he raiſed from beggary by 
extravagant donations and Jucrative employ ments, and on whom 
he proſtituted unmerited honours, They were perſons of birth, 
family, and fortune, whoſe affections he had experienced, on 
whoſe fidelity and honor he could entirely depend, and who he 
knew were faſt friends to the religion and liberties of Great 
Britain. | | | 

His ſtrict regard to juſiice and equity appeared in the con- 
ſtant and regular diſcharge of his houſehold and family ex- 
pences, and his advancing men of worth, probity, and cha- 
racter, to the ſeats of juſtice, with full liberty to form all 
their decrees. His charity was liberal and extenſive, and from 
indiſputable authority, very far exceeded that of the moſt be- 
neficent and bountiful of all his predeceſſors; and he had that 


humanity and tenderneſs of mind, the very ordering to exc-, 


cution malefactors that were unfit to live was a painful part 
of his duty, and which he never performed but with reluc- 
tance—even the joy of conqueſt could not prevent the tear of 
compaition from falling over a worthy man, whoſe life was a 
{ac ifice to the victory he obtained. | 

He had a moſt fincere and affectionate love to his people, 
a id regard for the honor, welfare, and intereſt of the nation.— 
When he aſked- for extraordinary ſupplies, it was with con- 
cern and regret, for the burden it brought, on the people. 
Every ſubject was ſure of relief from oppreſſion and violence, 
and of the protection and benefit of the laws he lived under. 
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not one proof of an arbitrary diſpoſition, no perverſion of 
juſtice under color of law, no ſchemes of 1niquity and ſraud 
to harraſs and plunder the ſubject, can be charged upon him, 
or blemiſh and ſtain one meaſure of his reign, He was truly 
the miniſter of God to the people for good. But few compa- 
ratively of thoſe who were rebels againſt him ſuffered for 
their treaſon, and many of thoſe who were actually condemned 
were ſaved and diſcharged, and money given them for their 
ſupport till they arrived at their reſpective homes, where they 
afterwards lived unmoleſted. | 

He was a firm friend to the Proteſtant religion, the aſſertor 
and patron of religious and civil liberty, and an utter enemy 
to all methods of perſecution for conſcience ſake. His inte- 
grity, regard to his word, and ſteadineſs to his engagements, 
was an univerſally acknowledged part of his character, It hath 
been obſerved to his honor, that he never departed from his 
promiſe to particular perſons but twice, and then there aroſe 
{ome unforeſeen circumſtances, that put it out of his power 
to perform it; and as to all national tranſactions and foreign 
engagements and treaties, he religiouſly adhered to them. 

In his natural diſpoſition he was a lover of peace, but ſtill 
he had great ſpirit and reſolution. He was reſolute in council, 
and was not afraid of war, and had courage and fortitude to 
run all the riſks and hazards of it. And as he was brave, fo 
he had the honor of being ſucceſsful in his laſt war; he lived 
to ſee the enemies fleets broken and diſſipated, their whole ma- 
rine almoſt annihilated, their armies beaten and flying, their 
ſtrong holds and forts demoliſhed or poſſeſſed by his forces, the 
capital of their American dominions ſubdued, and a countr 
larger than France itſelf, with all her provinces, rendered ſub- 
ject to the Britiſh empire. 

He hved to ſee all parties and ranks of men firmly united in 
their affection to his perſon, and attachment to his govern- 
ment; all furious conteſts and diviſions at an end, all animo- 
ſities and hatreds fo laid aſide as though they had never ſub- 
ſiſtec: his miniſters acting with mutual confidence, his coun- 
cils united, and, as though one ſpirit had poſſeſſed the whole 
nation, all the various claſſes of his people eaſy and contented 
in the protection they enjoyed, the meaſures that were pur- 
ſued, the advantages they had gained, and the pleaſing proſ- 
pects they had before them of a farther ſucceſsful war, or a 
peedy, honorable, and lafting peace. 5 | 
To ſum up the whole: he was religious without ſuperſti- 
tron; temperate without parſimony 5; moderate in his plea- 
{ures without a ſtoical contempt of them; juſt without rigor ; 
| —_ charitable 
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charitable without profuſion; rich without covetouſneſs; fru- 
gal without ſordidneſs; humane and tender without weakness 
and effeminacy ; fincere in his friendſhip, but not the pro- 
perty of favorites; a lover of his people without relaxing the 
vigor of government; a ſupporter of the laws without relent. 
leſs ſeverity ; a puniſher of vice while he pitied the offender, 
who extinguiſhed rebellion, but ſhewed mercy to rebels ; waz 
a friend to the Proteſtant religion without perſecuting even 
Papiſts; a lover of liberty whilſt he curbed licentiouſnels ; 
ſteady without obſtinacy ; yielding to the circumſtances of 
times without deſcending from his dignity ; true to his word 
without evaſion or perfidy; calm in proſperity, but not un- 


thankful for it; patient in affliction, but not inſenſible; a 


lover of peace without ſacrificing any valuable intereſts to the 
name of it; averſe to war, but of ſpirit to carry on a ju! 
one; brave in battle without ferocity and raſhneſs; ſucceis- 
ful without vanity and ſelf-elation; victorious without pride; 
rich in the treaſures of his people without any diſſipation of 
them: .preſerved to a very advanced age without any remaik- 
able impairing of or defect in his powers; happy in the caly 
circumſtances of his death*, and never more beloved and ho- 
noured than in the decline of his life, and when an all-wiſe 
Providence deprived us of the farther bleſſings of his govern- 
ment, ISR 

He was the father of his country, the friend of his people, 
the patron of liberty, and deſerved to be numbered among t]- 
greateſt and beſt of princes; and his reign will ever be diſtin- 
guiſhed in the Britiſh annals for the glory of the ſovereign, 
and the happineſs of his people, Dr. CHANDLER. 


An excellent king, poſſeſſed of as much juſtice, and mercy, 
and good-nature, as ever prince was endowed with; and who 
had io ſtrict an adherence to the laws of our country, that not 
an inſtance can be pointed out, during his whole reign, wherein 
he made the leaſt attempt upon the liberty, or property, or re- 
ligion, of a ſingle perſon. Archbp. HER RING. 


* An eaſy and ſudden failure of nature, as that he may be more 


properly ſaid to have Fallen aſleep, than to have experienced the pain 


5 QUEEN 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 11 


QUEEN CAROLIN E. 


UEEN Caroline had lively, pretty parts, a quick 
conception, and ſome degree of female knowledge ; 
and would have been an agreeable woman in ſocial, if 
ſhe had not aimed at being a great one in public life. 
She had the graces that adorn the former, but neither 
the ſtrength of parts nor the judgement neceſſary for 
the latter. She profeſſed art, inſtead of concealing it, 
and valued herſelf upon her ſkill in ſimulation and difi- 


mulation, by which ſhe made herſelf many enemies, 


and not one friend, even among the women the neareſt 
to her perſon. | 55 

She loved money, but could occaſionally part with it, 
eſpecially to men of learning, whoſe patronage ſhe af- 
fected, She often converſed with them, and bewil- 
dered herſelf in their metaphyſical diſputes, which 
neither ſhe nor they themſelves underſtood. Cunning 
and perfidy were the means ſhe made uſe of in buſineſs, 
as all women do, for want of better. She ſhewed her 
art the moſt in her management of the king, whom ſhe 
governed abſolutely, by a ſeeming complaiſance and 
obedience to all his humours ; ſhe even favoured and 
promoted his gallantries. She had a dangerous ambi- 
tion, for it was attended with courage, and, if ſhe had 
lived much longer, might have proved fatal either to 
herſelf or the conſtitution. | 

After puzzling herſelf in all the whimſies and fan- 
taſtical ſpeculations of different ſects, ſhe fixed heſelf 
ultimately in deiſm, believing a future ſtate. She died 
with great reſolation and intrepidity, of a very painful 
diſtemper, and under ſome cruel operations. 

Upon the whole, the agreeable woman was liked by 
moſt people ; but the queen was neither eſteemed, be- 
loved, nor truſted, by any body but the king. | 


When ſhe was princeſs of Anſpach, king Charles of Spain 


(afterwards emperor of Germany) was much taken with her 


*# 
* 
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perſon and qualifications, and great applications were made 
to perſuade her to change her religion; but ſhe could not be 
prevailed on to buy a crown at fo dear a rate. Soon after, 
ſhe was married to the prince electoral of Brunſwick, which 
gave a glorious character of her to the Engliſh nation; and 
her pious firmneſs is like to be rewarded, even in this life, by 
a much better crown than that which ſhe rejected. 
Bp. BURNET, 


No princeſs ever lived more in the love and eſteem of all 
who knew her than ſhe did. Her conjugal fidelity was exem- 
plary ; and her parental was proved by the numerous virtues 
which adorned her offspring. It was lamented, that the na- 
ture of the breach between the king and the prince of Wales 
did not, in her opini.n, admit of his receiving the Jaft teſti- 
monies of her affection ; but the manner of her death, which 
was pious and edifying, ſufficiently ſpoke her at peace with 
all the world. | | 

But her majeſty was not diſtinguiſhed by the private virtues 
alone. Her royal conſort in her always found a wife and 
faithful counſellor; and when ſhe was entruſted, as ſhe often 
was, with the reins of government, the public was happy 
under her adminiſtration. Her natural ſagacity and talents 
were improved by reading and converſing with the moſt emi- 
nent philoſophers and authors of the age: and ſhe had made 
fo great a progreſs in literature, that ſhe became an umpire in 
one of the moſt abſtruſe points of metaphyſical reaſoning that 
was ever agitated, the doQrine of free will and fatality, as 
diſputed between Mr. Leibnitz and Dr. Clarke. This turn 
for letters had ſo happy an effect, that the ingenious were al- 
ways ſure of her patronage; and through that the bench of 


biſhops was filled up with prelates eminent for learning and 
moderation. TINDAL. ? | 


Queen Caroline was a princeſs of uncommon ſagacity, and 


a pattern of conjugal virtue, While ſhe lived, ſome counte- 


nance was giving to learning. She converſed with Newton, 
and correſponded with Leibnitz. She took pains to acquire 


popularity: the royal family on certain days dined in public 


for the ſatisfaction of the people: the court was animated 
with a freedom of ſpirit and vivacity, which rendered it at 
once brilliant and agreeable. At her death that ſpirit began 


to languith ; and a total ſtagnation of gaiety and good humour 
enſued. SMoLLETT. 
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| LORD TOWNSHEND 
LEES Townſhend, by very long experience and 


unwearied application, was certainly an able man 


were neither above nor below it; they were rather 
flow, a defect of the ſafer fide. He required time to 
form his opinion; but when formed, he adhered to it 
with invincible firmneſs, not to ſay obſtinacy, whether 
right or wrong, and was impatient of contradiction. 

He was a moſt ungraceful and confuſed ſpeaker in 

the houſe of lords, inelegant in his language, perplexed 
in his arguments, but always near the ſtreſs of the 
queſtion. 
His manners were coarſe, ruſtic, and ſeemingly brutal, 
but his nature was by no means ſo; for he was a kind 
huſband to both his wives, a moſt indulgent father to 
all his children, and a benevolent maſter to his ſervants, 
ſure teſts of real good-nature, for no man can long to- 
gether ſimulate or diſſimulate at home. 

He was a warm friend and a warm enemy, defedts, 
if defects they are, inſeparable in human nature, and 
often accompanying the moſt generous minds. 

Never miniſter had cleaner hands than he had. Mere 
domeſtic ceconomy was his only care as to money, for 
he did not add one acre to his eſtate, and left his 
younger children very moderately provided for, though 
he had been in confiderable and lucrative employments 
near thirty years. | „ 

As he only loved power for the ſake of power, in 
order to preſerve it he was obliged to have a moſt un- 
warrantable complaiſance for the intereſts and even 
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which a Britiſh miniſter could hold either favour or 

power during the reigns of king George the ſirſt and 

ſecond. 

Ihe coarſeneſs and imperiouſneſs of his manners 
made him diſagreeable to queen Caroline, ; 

OR Lor 


of buſineſs, which was his only paſſion. His parts 


diftates of the electorate, which was the only way by 
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Lord Townſhend was not of a temper to act a ſecond 
part, after having acted a firſt, as he did during the 
reign of king George the firſt. He reſolved therefore 
to make one convulſive ſtruggle to revive his expiring 
power, or, if that did not ſncceed, to retire from buſi- 
neſs. He tried the experiment upon the king, with 
whom he had a perſonal intereſt. "The experiment 
failed, as he might eaſily, and ought to, have foreſeen, 
He retired to his ſeat in the country, and in a few years 
died of an apoplexy. 

Having thus mentioned the flight defects, as well as 
the many valuable parts, of his character, I muſt declare 
that I owed the former to truth, and the latter to gra- 
titude and friendſhip as well as to truth, ſince, for {ome 
years before he retired from bulineſs, we lived in the 
ſtricteſt intimacy that the difference of our age and ſitu- 
ations could admit, during which time he gave me many 
unaſked and unequivocal proofs of his friendſhip. 
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The choice was well made in 1709 for lord Townſhend to 
be plenipotentiary to the States; for he had great parts, had 
improved theſe by travelling, was by much the moſt ſhining 
perſon of all our young nobility, and had on many occaſions 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf very eminently. He was alto a man of 
great integrity, and of good principles in all reſpects, free 
trom all vice, and of an engaging converſation. 

Bp. BURNET. 


Lord Townſhend has by his good ſenſe, integrity, open- 
neſs, and affability, acquired the univerſal eſteem of the States, 
beyond what could be hoped from ſo young a minitier, and 
to ſuch a degree as will always be remembered to his honour 
in that country, HARE, Bp. of Chicheſter. 


Lord Townſhend had the reputation of conduct ing the ex- 
ternal tranſactions relating to treaties and negotiations. He 
is ſaid to have underſtood that province, though he did not 
always follow the dictates of his own underſtanding. He pol- 
ſeſſed an extenſive ſund of knowledge, and was well acquainted 
with the functions of his office, SMOLLETT, 
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M R. POPE. 


DOP E in converſation was below himſelf; he was 
1 ſeldom eafy and natural, and ſeemed afraid that the 
man ſhould degrade the poet, which made him always 
attempt wit and humour, often unſucceſsfully, and too 
often unſeaſonably. I have been with him a week at a 
time at his houſe at Twickenham, where I neceſſarily 
ſaw his mind in its undreſs, when he was both an agree- 
able and inſtructive companion. 

His moral character has been warmly attacked, and 
but weakly defended; the natural conſequence of his 
ſhining turn to ſatire, of which many felt, and all feared 
the ſmart. It muſt be owned, that he was the moſt 
writable of all the genus irritabile vatum, oftended with 


trifles, and never forgetting or forgiving them; but in 


this I really think, that the poet was more in fault than 
the man. He was as great an inſtance as any he quotes 
of the contrarieties and inconſiſtencies of human nature; 
for, notwithſtanding the malignancy of his ſatires, and 
ſome blameable paſſages of his life, he was charitable 
to his power, active in doing good offices, and piouſly 
attentive to an old bed-ridden mother, who died but a 
little time before him. His poor, crazy, deformed body 


was a mere Pandora's box, containing all the phyſical 


fs that ever afflited humanity. This, perhaps, whetted 
the edge of his ſatire, and may in ſome degree excuſe it. 
I will fay nothing of his works; they ſpeak ſuffici- 
ently for themſelves; they will live as long as letters 
and taſte ſtall remain in this country, and be more and 
more adwired, as envy and reſentment ſhall ſubſide. 
But I will venture this piece of claſſical blaſphemy, 
which is, that, however he may be ſuppoled to be 
obliged ro Horace, Horace is more obliged to him. 


He was a deiſt believing in a future ſtate: this he 
has often owned himſelf to me; but when he died he 
facrificed a cock to Eſculapius, and ſuffered the prieſts 


who 
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who got about him to perform all their abſurd cere- 
monies upon his body. 2 
Having mentioned his being a deiſt, J cannot forbear 
relating a ſingular anecdote, not quite foreign from the 
purpoſe. I went to him one morning at Twickenham, 
and found a large folio bible, with gilt claſps, lying 
before him upon his table; and, as I knew his way of 
thinking upon that book, I aſked him jocoſely, If he 
was going to write an anſwer to it? © It is a preſent,” 
faid he, or rather a legacy, from my old friend the 
c“ biſhop of Rocheſter. I went to take my leave of 
ce him yeſterday in the Tower, where I ſaw this bible 
© upon his table. After the firſt compliments the 
© biſhop ſaid to me, © My friend Pope, conſidering your 
cc infirmities, and my age and exile, it is not likely we 
ce ſhould ever meet again, and therefore I give you 
ce this legacy to remember me by. Take it home with 
“ you, and let me adviſe you to abide by it.“ Does 
ce your lordſhip abide by it yourſelf ?*—*I do. — If you 
c do, my lord, it is but lately. May I beg to know 
& what new lights or arguments have prevailed with 
© you now, to entertain an opinion ſo contrary to that 
«© which you entertained of that book all the former 
ce part of your life?” The biſhop replied, © We have 
© not time to talk of theſe things; but take home the 
* book, I will abide by it, and I recommend to you to 
«& do ſo too; and ſo God bleſs you.” “ 5 
as 


* 


* It is certain, that Atterbury, biſhop of Rocheſter, ſtrenuouſſy 
exerted his endeavours to make him abjure popery; but Mr. Pope 
always declined or eluded the ſubject. On the death of his father, 
however, the biſhop addreſſed him very ſerioufly on the ſubject in a 
letter, telling him, “ You have it now in your power to purſue that 
„ method of thinking and living which you like beſt.” Among 
other things in Mr. Pope's anſwer, he replied, * Ir is true J have loſt 
&« parent, for whom no gains I could make would be any equivalent. 
« But that was not my only tye; I thank God another ſtill remains 
„of the ſame tender nature: Genitrix ef mibi,—A rigid divine way 
« call it a carnal tye, but ſure it is a virtuous one,—dShe, my lord, 
„ would think his ſeparation more grievous than any other, — Whe- 
de ther the change would be to my ſpiritual advantage, God only 
„% Knows: this I know, that I mean as well in the religion I now 

= | “ protels, 
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Was this hypocriſy ; was it the eſſect of illneſs, miſ- 
fortunes, and diſappointed views z or was it late, very 
late conviction ? I will not take upon me even to con- 
jecture. The mind of man is ſo variable, fo different 
from itſelf in proſperity and adverſity, in ſickneſs and 
in health, in high or in low ſpirits, that I take the 
effects as I find them, without preſuming to trace them 
up to their true and ſecret cauſes. 1 know, by not 
knowing even myſelf, how little I know of that good, 
that bad, that knowing, that ignorant, that reaſoning 
and unreaſonable creature, Man, 


* 2 2 


—— 


If we may judge of Pope by his works, his chief aim was 
to be eſteemed a man of virtue. His letters are written in 
that ſtile; his laſt volumes are all of the moral kind ; he has 
avoided trifles, and conſequently has eſcaped a rock which hath 
proved very injurious to Dr. Swift's reputation. He hath 
given his imagination full ſcope, and yet has preſerved a per- 
petual guard upon his conduct. The conſtitution of his body 
and mind might really incline him to the habits of caution 
and reſerve, The treatment which he met with afterwards, 


« profeſs, as I can poſſibly ever do in another. Can a man who 
* thinks ſo juſtify a change, even it he thought both equally good? 
“ To ſuch an one, the part of joining with any one body ot Chri- 
„ ſtians might perhaps be eaſy, but I think it would not be ſo to te- 
** nounce the other. Your lordſhip has formerly adviſed me to read 
the beſt controverſies between the churches.— I did fo at fourteen 
years old—the conſequence was, that J found myſelf a Papiſt and 
a Proteſtant by turns, according to the laſt book I read. I am 
afraid moſt ſeekers are in the ſame caſe; and when they ſtop, they 
are not ſo properly converted as outwitted. You fee how little 
glory you would gain by my converſion, And, after all, I verily 
believe your lordſhip and I are both of the fame religion, if we 
were thoroughly underitood by one another; and that all honeſt 
and reaſonable Chriſtians would be ſo, if they did but talk enough 
together every day, and had nothing to do together but to ſerve 
God, and live in peace with their neighbour. In my politics, I 


government under which I live; nor in my religion, than to prc- 
lerve the peace of my conſcience in any church with which I com- 
municate. I hope all churches and all governments are fo far of 
God as they are rightly underſtood, and rightly adminiſtered : and 
where they are, or may be wrong, TI leave it to God alone to mend 
or reform them; which whenever he does, it mult be by greater 
inſtruments than I am.“ 


45 from 
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think no farther than how to preſerve the peace of my lite in any - 
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cline of life, 


meaſures. 


England, and at preſent of all the wood 
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from an innumerable tribe of adverſaries, confirmed this habit, 
and made him ſlower than the dcan in cent. his judg- 
ment upon perſons and things. 

His proſe writings are little leſs harmonious than his verſe, 
and his voice in common converſation was ſo naturally im. 


fical, that I remember honeſt Tom Southern uſed to call him 


the little nightingale, His manners were delicate, eaſy 


5 an 


engaging ; and he treated his friends with a p .litenets that 
charmed, and a generoſity that was much to his honoy, 


Every g gueſt was made happy within his doors, pleaſure dwelt 
under his roof, and elegance prefided at his table. 


Lord OgRERV. 


Alexander Pope, though not the greateſt genius, was un- 
doubtedly the moſt pleaſing poet that this, or perhaps any 
other country ever produced. Be profeiled. the Roman Ca- 
tholic Religion, only becauſe he was born in it; and he did 
not chuſe to be ſingular by changing his religion, when other 
motives might have been more than ſuſpected. Jn his middle 
age his poetical connections ſeem to have lain equally with the 
whigs as the torics, but perſonally he appeared to have had a 
much greater cordiality for the latter. With the greateſt op- 
portunitics of knowing mankind, he was a very bad judge of 
them. He had very little learning, and lets temper z and our 
vided he was left ſupreme in his poetical capacity, he wv: 
contented to be ſubordinate in any other. Towards the de- 
he contracted a kind of an averſion to the go— 
vernment; arid it was generally at his houſe the moſt co: 15 
derable members of the oppoſition met and concerted thci; 
In bis natural complection he was the very reverlc 
of what he e to be in his writings; though ſplenetic, 
he was not immoral; yet he deſcended to employ the loweſt 


agents, and to prackiſe the meaneſt arts, to advance his repu- 


tation as a poet, which he had the peculiar art of making 
ſubſervient to his intereſt, TINDAL, 


To write elegantly i in verſe is the gift of one in a milli on, 
and that only to the tue poet. Mr. Pore is the beſt poet in 
I é never ſaw © 
amiable an imagination, ſo gentle graces, ſo great variety, 10 
much wit, and to refined knowledge of the world, as in the 


little perſormance, % The Rape ot the Lock,” Vol Tall. 


Mr. Pope was low in ſtature, and of a diminutive and 
miſhapen figure, which no one ridiculed more pleaſantly than 
himſelf, His couftitution was naturally tender and delicate ; 
| an 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 19 
and in his temper he was naturally mild and gentle, yet ſome- 
times betrayed that exquiſite ſenſibility which is the conco— 
mitant of genius. His lively perception and delicate feeling, 
irritated by wretched ill health, made him too quickly take fire; 
but his good ſenſe and humanity ſoon rendered him placable. 

His paſſion for poetry was ſo ſtrong, that he often declared 
he began to write verſes earlier in life than he could call to 
memory. Between fifteen and twenty he devoted himſelf en- 
tirely to the reading of the moſt conſiderable poets and critics 
in the Greek, Latin, French, Italian, and Englith languages, 
His tender frame preſerved him from thoſe modes of intem- 
perance to which genius in particular has often proved a 
victim“. His ſickly ſtate of health ſoon made him ſenſible 
6f ſenſual exceſſes, which, with the uncomelineſs of his per- 
ſon, might render him more aſſiduous to cultivate his mental 
faculties, that he might atone for the defects of an ungraceful 
figure by the accompliſhments of an elegant and poliſhed 
mind, His correct and accurate judgment enabled him to 
apply the choice and various talents he poſſeſſed to the beſt 
advantage. The fertility of his invention never rendered his 
ideas crouded and confuſed: they are always clear, diſtinct, 
preciſe, and pertinent: the vigor and vivacity of his imagi- 
nation never degenerated into wanton luxuriance. His images 
are lively, bold, and ardent; but appoſite, elegant, and chaſte, 
We ſeldom meet with a falſe mixture of metaphors ; his fi- 
gures are beautifully congruous and exact. The brilliance of 
his fancy likewiſe was happily attempered, and never dazzled 
with the falſe luſtre of gaudy conceit and fantaſtic witticilm. 

The nature of a writer's genius is to be collected from his 
earlieſt efforts; and that of Mr. Pope appears to have been of 
the moral and contemplative caſt, as may be concluded from 
his Ode to Solitude, the firſt production of his childhood :—and 
there is a genius of ſtyle which is' an inditpenſable ingredient 
in the compoſition of poerical excellence, and to this he owes 
his ſuperiority : a copious flow of expreſſion, a correct, glow- 
ing, and ſplendid dition, and a raviſhing harmony of numbers, 


From his numerous connexions among the great, he was neverthe- 
leſs obliged ſometimes to fubmit to the incouvenience of irregular hours, 
and tempted ro partake of a ſurfeiting variety. In ſome ot his leiters 
to his familiar triends he cenſures himſelf tor it, and thus adadreites Mr, 
Bethel: Take care of your health; tullow not the tealts (as I have 
done) of lords, nor the frolics of ladies : but be compoled, yet chear- 
tal; comp ailant, yet not a ilave.“ 
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were peculiar to our poet. The ſplendid marks of genius, 
which incline us to excuſe the tailings of others, give addi. 
tional luſtre to his writings, and his wit only ſerved to adorn 
his judgment. It was to "the accuracy of his judgment, and 
to the unwearied paticnce and application with which he ti. 
niſhed his writings, that he owed that ſingular correCtne(s 
which diſtinguiſhes them above all others. With regard to 
extent of his genius, it was ſo wide and various, that perhaps 
it will not be too much to ſay, that he excelled in every {pc- 
cies of compoſition : and, beſide his excellence as a poct, he 
was both an antiquarian and an architect, and neither in an 
inferior degree. 

His various reading and retentive memory, aſſiſted by a 
Habit of reflection, rendered him imelligent upon molt ſuljjects, 
and his ſocial diſpoſition made him communicative; but he 
was not formed for a public ſpeaker. He never could ſpeak 
in public: a ſtory that he could relate with pleaſure to any 
three friends, he could not before a company of twelve, When 
he was to appear for Atterbury at his trial, though he had but 
ten words to ſay, and on a plain, eaſy point, he made two 
blunders in them. 

He was open, unaffected, and affable in his manners. 
never debaſed eng by an uabecoming levity or ſervile ac- 
commodation: nor did he offend others by an over-weening 
arrogance and 1 He was free, yet decent; lively, 
yet diſcreet. T hough no one, as a writer, perhaps was ever 
more the ſuhject of laviſh encomium and illiberal criticiim, 
yet few appear to have been leſs affected by either. He had a 
conſcious dignity of mind, which ſecured him from being 
elated by the former, or depreſſed by the latter. No man 
ever Judged of others with more candour and liberality :—he 
celebrated! living merit, and that of thoſe that were dead, with 
a warm and heart- felt applauſe. 

His moral character above all adorns and endears his me- 
mory. In every relation of life he was equally excellent and 
pratie-worthy. His filial piety was particularly eminent and 
exemplary. His affection xs reverence for his parents ap- 
pears on all occaſions wherein he could expreſs them; and 
no man ever entertained more exalted ffotions of friendſhip, 
or was Ever more ſincere, ſteady, warm, and diſintereſted in all 
his attachments. Every inch of his heart was let out in 
lodgings tor his friends, 

He was too inattentive to the moral qualities of the friends 
which he choſe in youth ; 3 but in his riper years he turned 8 
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his unworthy acquaintance, and formed no connexions through 
vanity. Though he lived among the great and wealthy, his 
familiarity with them never ſo far corrupted his manners, or 
influenced his writings, as to induce him to flatter or diſſemble. 
He did not idolize their power, but reſpect their principles, 
as is evident from his attachment to the two fallen miniſters, 
Bolingbroke and Oxford, to whom he never offered incenſe in 
their proſperity, but paid them the grateful tribute of ap- 
lauſe after their diſgrace, His principles and his ſpirit ex- 
cluded him from employing their influence to procure for 
himſelf either place or penſion ; and when civilly treated and 
courted by Sir Robert Walpole, who it is thought offered to 
rocure him a penſion, he declined it, ſaying, © I never 
« thought myſelt ſo warm in any party's caule as to deſerve 
ce their money.” He always induſtrioufly avoided party at- 
tachments, declaring that he had perſonal obligations to men 
of different fides, which he would never violate. Tt was ſur- 
miſed, from his intimacy with Swift and others of that party, 
that he took a ſhare 1n the political ſquabbles of thoſe days; 
yet it is now certain, that he never intermeddled with an 
public concerns, and never wrote a political paper in his life. 
His love of virtue was ardent and unfeigned. He was 
punctual, temperate, generous, beneficent, and grateful, To 
the virtues of economy and temperance he united the merit 
of the moſt expanded beneficence. His affection and gene- 
roſity were con{picuous, and his gratitude was equal to his 
generoſity: he never forgot any benefit that he had received, 
or ever omitted an occafion of making a gratcful return to his 


' benefactor, 


He had a fincere love for his country, and a diffufive bene- 
volence for the whole human race. With ſound ſenſe, ſtrong 
ſatire, and manly freedom of ſentiment, he vindicated on all 
occaſions the political and religious rights of mankind, and 


proved himſelf to have been a bigot to no ſect or party. His 


pen was guided by more noble and extenſive views than that 
of ſerving any faction. | | 

He had a kind of reverential regard, and an extravagance 
of attachment, to lord Bolingbroke, which bordercd even upon 
imbecility. It proved to be a blind partiality for an unworthy 
friend; who, while he lived, ſtill courted and careſſed him, 
and expreſſed deep, concern for him when dying; but was the 
firſt to throw dirt on his aſhes, and aſperſe his memory by 
the imputation of a baſeneſs which his ſoul above all others 


adhorred—that of treachery. Mr, Pope's better judgment might 
| (54 5 | have 
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have taught him, that the man who was falſe to his public, 
would never be true to his private connexions K- 

It may appear ſtrange, that one of Mr, Pope's ſtrong ſenſe 
and liberal mind ſhould perſiſt in profeſling a religion ( Popery ) 
founded in the groſſeſt error and abſurdity, and ſupported by 
the moſt manifeſt fraud and tyranny. But this ſcems rather 
to have been owing to the tenderneſs of his heart, than the 
weakne's of his head. When we conſider the reverence we 
entertain for the opinions of our parents, more eſpecially when 
filial afteQtion comes in aid of parcntal authority, and the re- 


gard we pay to our earlieſt and moſt intimate friendſhips and 


connexions, which we ſhould forteit by abandoning thoſe 


principles; we thall find that it require; ſomething more than 
a ſtrong underſtanding to make an open renunciation of opi— 
nions which would be attended with the lofs of all thoſe 
heart-fc)t pleaſures which we derive from the love of our pa- 
rents, and the eſteem of our carlieſt friends. Theſe no doubt 
were among the obſtacles which reſtrained My. Pope frum 
publicly renouncing a religion, the bigotry of which he hath 
expoicd and ridiculed in his writings, But his underſtanding 
was too ſolid and acute to he perverted by the fallacy aud 
f. ppery of a religion which can only impoſe on the vulgar, 
Scveral of his friends were anxious that he ſhould aljure 
the profeſſton of a relig ion {o inconſiſtent with his enlightcnc] 
underſtanding, and fo injurious to his intereſt ; on which to- 
pic he thus wrote to biſhop Atterbury, «© Whether the change 


** would be to my ſpiritual advantage, God only knows: this 
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as | can poſſibly cer do in another. —l am not a Papiſt, 
tor | reypunce the temporal invaſions of the Papal power, 
a. d deteſt their arrogared authority over princes and ſtates. 
Jam a Catholic in the flricteſt jenſe of the word. "The 
things I have always withed to ſee, arc not a Roman Ca- 
tholic, or à2 French Catholic, or a Spaniſh Catholic, but a 
true Catholic: and pot 2 king of whigs, or a king of to— 
r:es, but 3 king of England, Which God of his mercy 
grant his preſent majelty may be, and all future majeſties!“ 


7? Sep a more particular account of this in lord Bolingbroke's cha- 
racter, p. 26, It was Popc's fortune to be egregioufly duped by his 
triend, and alſv by bis mniſtteſs (Mrs. Blount.) The maik of rigid, 
ſavage virtue which the former aflumed when he turned philöſopher. 
and the tenderneſs of triendſl.ip which he thought he ſaw in the 
other, made a {port of his licwd and his heart, . 


6 


He 


I know, that I mean as well in the religion I now profeis 
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He thought himſelf of too little conſequence to do much 


good by leaving the corrupt church of Rome, and he was ver 
certain it would be expoſing himſelf to much abuſe 5 and his 


extreme delicacy and ſenſibility made him abhor the thought 
of being ſuſpected to ſacrifice his religious principles from 
any motive of worldly honor or interett, 

No man ever expreſſed a greater reverence and veneration 
for the Deity, or entertained a firmer perſuaſion of the truths 
of Chriſtiamiy, When witlings and free-thinkers miſapplied 
and perverted his writings and ſentiments, ſo as to give Coun- 
tenance to their own licentious principles, it gave him great 
concern, and he read:ly embraced the firſt occaſion of entering 
his proteſt againſt all ſuch miſconſtructions. His nic- atten- 
tion to avoid giving offence by a ſeeming neglect of religious 
decorum, was conſpicuous in his lateſt moments, A friend 
aſked him, Whether he would not die as his father and mo- 
ther had done; and whether he ſhould fend for a prieſt? He 
anſwered, ** I do not ſuppoſe it tio be efſentral; but it will 
„ look right, and I heartily thank you for putting me in 
% mind of it.” RUFFHEAD, 


LORD BOLINGBROKE. 
II is impoſſible to find lights and ſhades ſtrong enough 


to paint the character of lord Bolingbroke, who was 
a moſt mortifying inſtance of the violence of human 
paſſions, and of the improved and exalted human reaſon. 
His virtues and his vices, his reaſon and his paſhons, 
did not blend themſelves by a gradation of tints, but 


formed a ſhining and ſudden contraſt. 


Here the darkeſt, there the molt ſplendid colours, 
and both rendered more ſtriking from their proximity. 
Impetuofity, exceſs, and almoſt exiravagency, character— 
ized not only his paſſions but even his ſenſes. His 
youth was diſtinguiſhed by all the tumult and ſtorm of 
pleaſures, in which he licentiouſly triumphed, diſdaining 


all decoram. His fine imagination was often heated 


and exhauſted with his body in celebrating and deify ing 
che proſtitute of the night; and his convivial joys were 
C 4 puſhed 
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puſhed to all the extravagancy of frantic bacchanals. 
Theſe paſſions were never interrupted but by a ſtronger, 
ambition. The former impaired both his conſtitution 
and his character; but the latter deſtroyed both his 
fortune and his reputation. 

He engaged young, aud diſtinguiſhed himſelf, in bu- 
ſineſs. Nis penetration Was almoſt intuition, and he 
adorned whatever ſubject he either ſpoke or wrote 
upon by the molt ſplendid eloquence z not a ſtudied 
or labourec eloquence, but by ſuch a flowing happiness 
of diction, Which (from care perhaps at firſt) was be- 
come ſo habitual to him, that even his moſt familiar 
converſations, if taken down in writing, would haye 
borne the preſs, without the leaſt correction, either as 
to method or ſtyle. He had noble and generous ſenti— 
ments, rather than fixed, reflected principles of good- 
nature and friendſhip; but they were more violent than 
laſting, and ſuddenly and often varied to their oppoſite 
extremes, With regard even to the ſame perſons. He 
received the common attentions of civility as obligations, 
which he returned with intereſt ; and reſented with paſ- 
ſion the little inadvertencies of human nature, which he 
repaid with intereſt roo. Even a difference of opinion 
upon a philoſophical ſubject would provoke, and prove 
him no practical philoſopher at leaſt, 

Notwithſtanding the diſſipation of his youth, and the 
tumultuous agitation of his middle age, he had an in- 
finite fund of various and almoſt univerſal knowledge, 
which from the cleareſt and quickeſt conception, and 
the happieſt memory that ever man was bleſt with, he 
always carried about him. It was his pocket-money, 
and he never had occaſion to draw upon a book for 
any ſum. He excelled mare particularly in hiſtory, as 
his hiſtorical works plaialy prove. The relative, poli- 
tical, and commercial intereſts of every country in Eu- 
rope, particularly of his own, were beiter known to 
him than perhaps to any man in it; but how ſteadily 
he purſued the latter in his public conduct, his enemies 
of all parties and denominations tell with pleaſure. 


During 
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During his long exile in France, he applied himſelf 
to ſtudy with his characteriſtical ardour; and there he 
formed, and chiefly executed, the plan of his great 
philoſophical work. The common bounds of human 
knowledge were too narrow for his warm and aſpiring 
imagination; he mult go extra flammantia menia mundi, 


and explore the unknown and unknowable regions of 


metaphyſics, which open an unbounded field for the 
excurſions of an ardent imagination, where endleſs con- 
jectures ſupply the defect of unattainable knowledge, 
and too often uſurp both its name and its influence. 

| He had a very handſome perſon, with a moſt engaging 
addreſs in his air and manners; he had all the dignity 
and good-breeding which a man of quality ſhould or 
can have, and which ſo few, in this country at leaſt, 
really have. 

He profeſſed himſelf a deiſt, believing in a general 
Providence, but doubting of, though by no means re- 
jecting (as is commonly ſuppoſed) the immortality of 
the ſoul, and a future ſtate. 

He died of a cruel and ſhocking diſtemper, a cancer 


in his face, which he endured with firmneſs. A week 


before he died, I took my laſt leave of him with grief; 
and he returned me his laſt farewel with tenderneſs, 
and ſaid, © God who placed me here, will do what he 


« pleaſes with me hereafter; and he knows beſt what 


© todo, May he bleſs you!“ 


Upon the whole of this extraordinary character, what 


can we ſay, but, alas! poor human nature! 


. 


— 


Lord Bolingbroke came early into the great world. What 
natural good principles he had were corrupted by that political 
accommodation, that habit of diſſimulation, which is, or is 
thought to be, neceſſary for thoſe that fill the high ſtations in 
the active ſcenes of lite. To this perhaps, as well as to ſome 

conſtitutional cauſes, it was owing, that his lordſhip's feelings 
were many of them affected, all of them tranſient. 

His letters on the Spirit of Patriotiſm, on the Idea of a 


Patriot King, and on the State of Parties at the Acceſſion of 


King George the Firſt, at beſt contain little more than com- 
mog- place declamation. His Patrict Prince is no better than 
| 5 
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a mere ſchool declamation, which acquaints the world witz 
this important ſecret, “ That, if a prince could be once 
* braught to love his country, he wou!d nyt act for the 
Mr. Pope's partiality for this treatiſe, and 
ſondneſs for his friend, however, led him to print it, and, it 
xs fall, without the knowledge and conſent of his noble friend. 
On this account, his lordſhip caft very ſevere expreſſions on 
Pope's honor and {incerity but it ſeemed to be a pretence ſor 
indulging his ſpleen and reſentment againſt the dead poet (for 
his friendly iincerity reſpecting his remarks as to the authenti. 
ticity of the ſcriptures) which he dared not to attack while living 


te 


It is not to be wondered that his lordſhip ſhould harbour 


&c GOO or-12;” 


tuch a pitiful reſentment, when his character is conſidered ; 


which was vain, arrogant, and vindictive. 
in his views of taking the lead in the political world, 


B 2eing diſappointed 


he as 


vainly attempted to preſide 1 in the literary republic : Sod as he 


could not endure a col! league in politics, neither could he bear 


To be oppoſed in either, mortified his 
pride ans prerok'd his malice; and he became the caluimniator 


a rival in letters. 


of his friend, from the fame principle that he turned a rebel to 


his countr y. 


The ſour laſt years of the adminiſtration of queen Annc' 


RUFFHEAD., 


% 
wy 


Fe'gn preſent ted a ſcene the moſt } iniquitous that was ever brought tt 


on the ſtage of public affairs. 


All the hopetul expectations of 


reaping the fruit of much blood and treaſure ( hich then ſeemed 
infallible) were blaſted and confounded on a ſudden, by the pre- 
vailing inttigues of a faction compoſed of a few ambitious 


amel de ngning men, 


2 


hac! gained the tk Hons of the queen. 


in concert With a new favourite lady, who 
Theſe new p ojeCtors 


broke through the barizers of honor, honeſty, and good faith; 
a:l concern not only for the intereſt of our 
friends, but of their own country, without any other motive 
or Provocation than that of ſatisfying their w-cked and aſpirins 
views at any rate, and in order to bring in the pretenger, they 
flung th \cmlelyes into the arms of France. 
Lord Bolingbroke, who was a principal manager in defenc e 
of the admitittration, is very bold and dogmatic in his atler- 
ions, emp'oys much art and colouring to Tet th:m off to the 
bei advantage, and to make ſuperficial "and i imaginary notions, 
void of all proof or argument, paſs for realities 3 and, to di- 


and, giving up a 


vert the reader's attention from the object of truth, 


* takes 


£ereat pains to calumniate others, the uſual reſource of a Weak 
cauſe: his ail-rtions are poſitive, diſplayed with great allur- 


ance, and in a pl 


ulible and amuſing ſtyle; 


but a judicious 
P27i00, 
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rſon, acquainted with the papers of the times, will eaſily ſee 
through the failacious and deceitful veil of his partial and ma- 
licious repreſentation, unmaik the political Charlatan, and de- 
te& his pretended erudition and veracity, Lord WALPOLI. 


The diviſions among the friends to the peace of Utrecht 
were greatly increaſed, 1f they did not owe their riſe to the 
unruly ambition of the earl of Oxford (Harley) and the lord 
viſcount Bolingbroke; the latter of theſe noblemen had long 
felt, with an impatient diſdain, the mortification of acting 
under a minifter whoſe abilities he regarded as infinitely inſe- 
rior to his own ; and the jealouſy of Oxford, which incited 
him to treat his rival with great neglect, and often to diſap- 
point him in matters of pecuniary intereſt, increaſed the re- 
ſentment of St. John to a height which zt length overcaine 
all thoſe conſiderations of pruvence and mutual ſafety which 
had hitherto directed his conduct. Oxford, from timidiiy or 
principle, entercd very coldly into the queen's views of ſecur— 
ing the ſucceſſion to the Pretender, and it is thought betrayed 
her counfels to the wings; but Bolinzbroke, turning her pre- 
judices to his own advantage, encouraged her with the molt 
flattering hop+s of ſucceſs, Mrs. MaCautLarY. 


Bolingbroke was a competitor with Oxford for power, and a 
rival in reputation ſor ability. The treaſurer's parts were 
deemed the more fold, the ſecretary Bolingbroke's more ſhin— 
ing; but both miniſters were afpiring and ambitious, Boling - 
broke diſdained to act as a ſubaltern to the man whom he 
thought he excelled in genius and cqualled in importance. Ile 
profeſſed a warm z al for the church of England, and ſoothed 
the quern's inclinations with the moſt aſſiduous attention. 
The Jacobires flattered themſelves, that the queen in ſecret 
favored the pretenſions of her brother, and they depended upon 
Bolingbroke's attachment to the ſame intereſt. 

In the year 1725 he pet.tioned parliamert that the execution 
of the law with reipect to his forfeitnres might be ſuſpended 
and Sir Robert Walpole fiznificd to the houte, by his maj-ſty's 
command, that ſcven years before the petitioner had made his 
humvle application an ſubmiffion to the kin», with affurances 
of duty, allegiance, and fidelity; and that, from his behaviour 
ſince that time, his m.jeily was convinced of his being a fit 
09;eQ of his mercy. Waipole alſo declared himſelf fully ſa— 
tisſied that the petitioner had ſufficiently atoned for his paſt 
offences, and deſerved the favor of tliat houſe. The bill was 
oppoled warmly ; and Nethuen, comptroller of the houthold, 
reprefented him as “ a monſter ef iniquity.“ 

Liographical Dictionary. 
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We think this bill “* contains extraordinary and unde ſerved 
bounty and reward to a perſon impeached by the Commons, 
and as yet attainted for treaſon, which tended to the overthrow 
of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and to the placing the Pretender 
on the throne. 

We think that no aſſurances which this perſon hath given, 
nor any ſervices he can have performed, ſince his commiſſion 
of the treaſon, or any farther obligations he can enter into, 
can be a ſufficient, or any ſecurity to his majeſty, or the king- 
dom, againſt his future inſincerity which may happen, he hay- 
ing already fo often violated the moſt ſolemn aſſurances and ob- 
ligations; and, in defence of them, having openly attempted 
the dethroning his majeſty, and the deſtruQtion of the liberties 
of his country. Lords' Proteſts, anno 1724. 


In the year 1748 lord Bolingbroke is ſaid to have been the 
chief ſpring, which in ſecret actuated the deliberations of the 
prince of Wales's court. That nobleman, ſcemingly ſequeſ- 
tered from the tumults of a public life, reſided in the neigh- 
bourhood of London, at Batterſea, where he was viſited, like 
a fainted ſhrine, by all the diſtinguiſhed votaries of wit, elo- 
quence, and popular ambition. I here he was cultivated and 
admired for the elegance of his manners, and the charms of 
his converſation. Phe prince's curioſity was firſt captivated by 

his character; and his eſteem was afterwards ſecured by the jr- 
refiſtible addreſs of that extraordinary perſonage, who conti- 
nued in a regular progreſſion to inſinuate himtelf farther and 
farther into the good graces of his royal patron, How far the 


conduct of his royal highneſs was influenced by the private 


advice of this nobleman, we ſhall not pretend to determine: 
but, certain it is, the friends of the miniſtry propagated a re- 
port, that he was the dictator of thoſe meaſures which the 
prince adopted; and that, under the ſpecious pretext of at- 
tachment to the heir- apparent of the crown, he concealed his 


real aim, which was to perpetuate the breach in the royal fa- 
mily. SMOLLETT. 


Lord Bolingbroke had early made himſelf maſter of books 
and men; but in his firſt career of life, being immerſed at 
once in buſineſs and pleaſure, he ran through a varicty of 
ſcenes in a ſurprizing and eccentric manner. When his pal- 
nons ſubſided by years and diſappointments, when he improved 
his rational faculties by more grave ſtudies and reflection, he 


* To enable him to enjoy his father's or any other perſonal eſtate, 
and promoted by fir Robert W — 


ſhone 
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ſhone out in his retirement with a luſtre peculiar to himſelf, 
though not ſeen by vulgar eyes. The gay ſtateſman was 
changed into a philoſopher, equal to any of the ſages of anti- 
quity. The wildom of Socrates, the dignity and eaſe of Pliny, 
and the wit of Horace, appeared in all his writings and con- 
verſation. Lord ORRERY. 


He came early into life, and was naturally formed with 
every accompliſhment that could ſtrike and pleaſe, either in 
public or private. Though his learning cannot be ſaid to have 
been any other than ſuperficial, yet he poſſeſſed ſo much of it, 
and knew how to turn it to ſo much advantage in converſation, 
that the moſt knowing could not pronounce him to be ſhallow 
either in divinity or philoſophy ; neither was he ever diſcovered 
to be ſuch, till the public had an opportunity of coolly judg- 
ing of his poſthumous works, upon which he was known to 
value himſelf ſo much in his life-time, His eaſy and pleaſing 
manners received incredible advantages from an univerſal pre- 
judice in favor of his abilities, raiſed by Mr. Pope and other 
writers, who ſtood at the head of polite literature in Europe. 
It cannot, however, be denied, that he was occaſionally, per- 
haps, the beſt political writer that ever appeared in England. 
Several circumſtances contributed to this; he had a perſonal 
hatred to Sir Robert Walpole and his family, which gave fuch 
an edge to his pen, and tuch a glow to his language, that his 
writings exhibited to the greateſt advantage the ſtrongeſt ridi- 
cule and the ſublimeſt ſentiment. The next advantage he had, 
was the deſpicable abilities of the writers he encountered ; and, 
laſtly, by his connections and correſpondence abroad, he had 
excellent intelligence both of the intereſts and tranſactions of 
foreign courts, He was pertinacious, but not deep, in the 
Engliſh hiſtory ; and the Differtation upon Parties, for which 
he was ſo much celebrated, is but, at beſt, a plauſible per- 
formance; if it was called ſhallow, the character, perhaps, 
would be more juſt. The fame may be pronounced of his 
other writings upon Engliſh hiſtory, Though he was for ſome 
time at the head of the high church party, yet he was in his 
principles an infidel as to all revealed religion; and the argu- 
ments he has employed in his poſthumous works, to ſupport 
his opinions, dilcover how very ſuperficially he read and 
fiedied, | 
Onder the appearance of the moſt perfect reſignation to his 
fate, and contemning all power, he concealed the molt mali— 
elous reſentinents, and the moſt ambitious projects, that could 


{ſe in a human breaſt, His treatment of Mr. Pope, to whom 
| he 
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he was under the higheſt obligations, even pecuniary ones, 
immediately after that poet's death, ſhewed his ingratitude as A 
man; his abandoning his principles, and entering into the 
ſervice of the Pretender, whom he likewiſe betrayed, ſhewed 
his profligacy as a minifter, The truth is, there was in his 
nature no conſtancy, and conſequently there was in his conduct 
no conſiſtency, though he had very often long fits of ap. 
plication to buſineſs. His being reſtored to a capacity of in- 
heriting in England, and pardoned as to his life and fortune, 
was owing to the intrigues of a French lady, who was, or 
lived with him in the rank of, his wife, and who was, in all 
reſpects, except the profligate part of his character, a more 
extraordinary woman than he was a man. His want of fteadi- 
neſs appeared even in his domeſtic ceconomy, by which he often 
ran into great difficulties. In his youth he had been intem- 
perate, which was a proof of the excellence of his conſtitu— 
tion, for he lived to the teventicth year of his age, TIN DAL. 


MR PUL TEN E Y. 
M*: Pulteney was formed by nature for ſocial and 


convivial pleaſures. Refentment made him en- 
gage in bufineſs. He had thought himſelf ſlighted by 
Sir Robert Walpole, to whom he publicly avowed not 
only revenge, but utter deſtruction. He had lively and 
ſhining parts, a ſurprizing quickneſs of wit, and a 
happy turn to the moſt amuſing and entertaining kinds 
of poetry, as epigrams, ballads, odes, &c.; in all 
which he had an uncommon facility. His compoſitions 
in that way were ſometimes ſatirical, often licentious, 
but always full of wit. 

He had a quick and clear conception of buſineſs, 
could equally detect and practiſe ſophiſtry. He could 
ſtare and explain the moſt intricate matters, even in 
figures, with the utmoſt perſpicuity. His parts ,Wcre 
rather above buſineſs ; and the warmth of his imagina- 
tion, joined to the impetuoſity and reſtleſſneſs of his 
remper, made him incapable of conducting it long to- 
gether with prudence and ſteadineſs. 

f * This character was written in the year 1763. 
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He was a moſt complete orator and debater in the 
kouſe of commons; eloquent, entertaining » perfualive, 
ſtrong, and pathetic, as occaſion required: for he had 
arguments, wit, and tears, at his command. His hreaſt 
was the ſeat of all thoſe paſſions which degrade our 
nature, and diſturb our reaſon. There they raged in 
perpetual conflict; but avarice, the meaneſt of them 
all, generally criumphed, ruled abſolutely, and in many 
W ee which 1 torbear to mention, moſt ſcandalouſly. 

His ſudden pation was outrageous, but ſupported by 
great perſonal courage. Nothing exceeded his ambi— 
tion but his avarice: they often accompany, and are 
frequently and reciprocally the cauſes and the effects of 
each other ; but the latter 1s always a clog upon the 
former. He affected good-nature and compaſſion, and 
perhaps his heart might feel the misfortunes and 
diltrefſes of his. ftellow-creatures, but his hand was 
feldom or never ſtretched out ro relieve them. 
Though he was an able actor of truth and ſincerity, he 
conld occaſionally lay them aſide, to ſerve the purpoſes 
of his ambition or avarice. 

He was once in the r point of view that ever! 
Jas any ſubject in. hen the oppoſition, cf which he 
was the — 44 in the houſe of commons, prevailed at 
laſt againſt Sir Robert Walpole, he became the arbiter 
between the crown and the people: the former implor- 
ing his protection, the latter his ſupport. In that cri- 
tical moment his various jarcing paſſions were in the 
higheſt ferment, and for a while ſuſpended his ruling 
one. Senſe of ſhame made him heſitate at turning 
courtier on a ſudden, after having acted the patriot fo 
long, and with ſo much applauſe ; "and his pride made 
him declare, that he would accept of no place, vainly 
imaginipg, that he could by fuch a ſimulated and tem— 
porary ſelf-denial preſerve his popularity with the 
public, and his power at court. He was miſtaken in 
both. The king hated him almoſt as much for what he 
might have done, as for what he had done; and a 
motley miniſtry was formed, which by no means deſired 
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his company. The nation looked upon him as a de- 
ſerter, and he ſhrunk into inſignificancy and an earldom. 
He made ſeveral attempts afterwards to retrieve the 
opportunity he had loſt, but in vain ; his ſituation would 
not allow it. He was fixed in the houſe of lords, thar 
hoſpital of incurables ; and his retreat to popularity was 
cut off: for the confidence of the public, when once 
great and once loſt, is never to be regained. He lived 


afterwards in retirement with the wretched comfort of 
Horace's miſer; 


Populus me fubilat, &c. 


I may, perhaps, be ſuſpected to have given too 
ſtrong colouring to ſome features of this portrait; but 
I ſolemnly ptoteſt, that I have drawn it conſcientiouſly, 
and to the beſt of my knowledge, from a very long ac- 
quaintance with, and obſervation of, the original. Nar, 

1 have rather ſoftened than neightened the colouring. 


* 


— — 


Mr. Pulteney was the head of the oppoſition in the houſe 
of commons. He was a profeſſed whig, and as ſuch he op- 
poſed the minifter ; but he never intended that this oppoſition 
thould be carried farther than to retrieve the nation from thote 
meaſures, which as a whig he thought to be wrong, and which 
he blamed the miniſter who had riſen upon the Whig intereſt 
for purſuing. TIN DAL. 


Mr. Pulteney inherited from nature a good underſtanding, 
which he had ſtudiouſly cultivated. He was one of the mot 
learned members in the houſe of commons; extremely well 
qualified to judge of literary productions; weil read in hiſtory 
and politics; deeply {killed in the Britiſh conſtitution, the de- 
tail of government, and the nature of the finances. He ſpoke 
with freedom, fluency, and uncommon warmth of declama- 
tion, which was ſaid to be the effect of perſonal animoſity tc 
Sir Robert Warn with whom he had formerly been con- 
nected. 

Soon after he was made earl of Bath, he declared in the 
houſe of lords, ** That he confidered it as an act of cow- 
 < ardice and meanneſs to fall paſſively down the ſtream of po- 
e pularity, and to ſuffer his reaſon and integrity to be over- 
* borne by the noſe of vulgar clamors, Which had een 
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te raiſed againſt the meaſures of government by the low arts 
« of exaggeration, fallacious reaſonings, and partial repre- 
« ſentations.“ The very language which Sir Robert Wal- 
pole had often uſed againſt Mr, Pulteney and his confederates 
in the houſe of commons, OMOLLETT., 


Mr. Pulteney being born to a plentiful fortune, he early 
had a ſeat in the houſe of commons, and began to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf by being a warm partizan againſt the miniſtry in the 
reign of queen Anne. He had ſagacity to detect their errors, 
and ſpirited eloquence ſufficient to expoſe them. "Theſe ſer- 
vices were well rewarded by king George I. who, upon com- 
ing to the throne, raiſed Mr, Palteney to the place of fecre- 
tary at war, in the year 1714. Not long after, he was raiſed | 
to be cofferer to his majeſty's houſhold ; but the intimacy be- 
tween this gentleman and Sir Robert Walpole, who then acted 
as prime miniſter, was ſoon interrupted, by its being fſut- 
pected that Sir Robert was defirous of extending the limits of 
the prerogative, and promoting the intereſt of Hanover, at 
the expence of his country, 

Nor did Mr. Pulteney confine his diſpleaſure at the miniſter 
to his perſon only, but to all his meaſures ; ſo that ſome have 
been of opinion, that he oppoſed Sir Robert often, when the 
meaſures he purſued were beneficial to the public. 

This courſe of ſteady oppoſition at laſt became ſo obnoxious 
to the crown, that the king, on the 1 day of July, 1731, 
called for the council book, and with his own hand ſtruck the 
name of William Pulteney, cfq. out of the liſt of privy coun- 
ſellors: his majeſty further ordered him to be put out of all 
commiſſions of the peace; the ſeveral lord lieutenants, from 
whom he had received deputations, were commanded to revoke 
them; and the lord chancellor and ſecretaries of tate were di- 
rected to give the neceſſary orders for that purpoſe. 

A proceeding ſo violent in the miniftry only ſerved to in- 
flame this gentleman's reſentment, and increaſe his popularity. 
It was ſome time after this, that he made that celebrated ſpeech, 
in which he compared the miniſtry to an empiric, and the 
conſtitution of England to his patients. This pretencer in 
* phyſic,“ ſaid he, “ being conſulted, tells the diſtempered 

perſon, there were but two or three ways of treating his 
diſeaſe, and he was afraid that none of them would ſucceed. 
A vomit might throw him into convulſions that would oc- 
caſion immediate death; a purge might bring on a diar— 
rhœa that would carry him off in a ſhort time, and he had 
been alre-:dy bled ſo much, and fo often, that he could bear 
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it no longer. The unfortunate patient, ſhocked at this de- 
claration, replies, © Sir, you have always pretended to be 
a regular doctor, but I now iind you are an 2rrant quack; 
] had an excellent conſtitution when I firſt fell into your 
hands, but you have quite deſtroyed it; and now 1 find [ 
© have no other chance for ſaving my life, but by calling for 
the help of ſome regular phyſician,” 

In the year 1941, when Sir Robert found his place of prime 
miniſter no longer tenable, he wiſely refigned all his employ- 
ments, and was created earl of Orford. His oppoſers, among 
whom Mr. Pulteney had long been foremoſt, were aſſuredd of 
being provided for; and, among ſeveral other promotions, Mr. 
pulteney was tworn of the privy council, and ſoon afterwards 
created earl of Bath. He had long lived i in the very focus of 
popular obſervation, and was reſpected as the chief bulwark 
againſt the encroachments of the crown. But, from the mo— 
ment he accepted a title, all his favor with the people was at 
an end; and the reſt of his life was ſpent in contemning that 
applauſe which he could no longer ſecure. 
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Of all the nominal patriots who on this important occaſion 
(the bringing a miniſter to juſtice) deſerted the intereſt of 
their country, there were none who attracted the notice, or 
who cauſed the ſpeculation of the public, equal to lord Bath. 
Mr. Pulteney's great abilities, his oratorial powers, and his 
extenſive knowledge, had placed him, without a rival, at the 
head of the party. Thele were days when character had 
weight ſufficient with the public to fatisfy the molt turbulent 
ambition; and the honours paid by the multitude to the prince 
of Wales attended Mr. Pulteney whenever he appeared, Where 
lies the intrinſic value of titles? Do not men regard titles 
merely for the cap and courteſy which follow them ? Yet Mr. 
Pulteney gave up all theſe advantages, with the character of 
the firſt and the firmeſt Patriot in the kingdom, for an empty 
title a title indeed ſo empty, that he had no ſooner accepted 
it, than the reſpectful attention of mankind was turned into 2 
Rudied contempt and neglect, the acclamations, of the public 
into ſcoffs and hiſſes, and every ſeat Mr. Pulteney touchcd, as 
if infected with the plague, was carcfully avoided. 

In the pliant manners of theſe times, which bend to exterior 
appearances, without any regard to conduct or principle, v 
can have no idea of the mortifications endured by this el Bay 
dam patriot : indeed they were ſo great, that he was accuſed by 
the free thinkers with the want of ſpirit for che not putting 2 
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ſadden period to his life : but experience ſhews that lord Bath 
udged better ; and he lived to fee the time when a full com- 
placency was paid to his fortune and rank, without any regard 
to his former defection, except by a few primitive men. 
However, the fall of this great man is one of the moſt re- 
markable inſtances which ſhew that the Almighty Ruler 
of the univerſe will not ſuffer defective characters to be 
inſtruments in fo glorious'a work as the breaking the yoke of 
tyranny ; nor permit men, who are without the principle of 
virtue, to enjoy for any length of time its never-failing re- 
wards, or even to carry its externals to the grave. 
Mrs. MAcAuLAx. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


MUCH queſtion, whether an impartial character 
of Sir Robert Walpole will or can be tranſmitted 
to poſterity ; for he governed this kingdom fo long, 
that the various paſſions of mankind mingled, and in a 
manner incorporated themſelves, with every thing that 
was ſaid or written concerning him. Never was man 
more flattered, nor more abuſed ; and his long power 
was probably the chief cauſe of both. I was much ac- 
quainted with him both in his public and his private life. 
| mean to do impartial juſtice to his character ; and 
therefore my picture of him will, perhaps, be more 
like him, than it will be like any of the other pictures 
drawn of him. 5 
In private life he was good-natured, cheartul, ſocial; 
inelegant in his manners, looſe in his morals. He had a 
coarſe , ſtrong wit, which he was too free of tor a 
man in his ſtation, as it is always inconſiſtent with dig- 
nity. He was very able as a miniſter, but without a 
certain eleyation of mind neceffary for great good, or 
great miſchief, Profuſe and appetent, his ambition was 
ſubſer vient to his defire of making a great fortune. He 
had more of the Mazarin than of the Richlieu. He would 
do mean things for profit, and never thought of doing 


great ones for glory. ; 
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He was both the beſt parliament- man, and the ableſt 
manager of parliament, that I believe ever lived. An 
artful rather than an eloquent ſpeaker ; he ſaw, as b 
intuition, the diſpoſition of the houſe, and preſſed or 
receded accordingly. So clear in ſtating the moſt in- 
tricate matters, eſpecially in the finances, that, whilſt he 
was ſpeaking, the moſt ignorant thought that they un- 
der{toood what they really did not. Money, not prero- 
gative, was the chief engine of his adminiſtration ; and 
he employed it with a ſucceſs which in a manner dil- 
graced humanity. He was not, it is true, the inventor 
of that ſhameful method of governing which had been 
gaining ground inſenſibly ever ſince Charles II. but with 
uncommon ſkill and unbounded profuſion he brought i: 
to that perfection, which at this time diſhonours and 
diſtrefſes this country, and which (if not checked, and 
God knows how it can be now checked) muſt ruin it. 

Beſides this powerful engine of government, he had 
a molt extraordinary talent of perſuading and working 
men up to his purpoſe, A hearty kind of franknels, 
which ſometimes ſeemed impudence, made people think 
that he ler them into his ſecrets, whilit the impolitencſs 
of his manners ſeemed to atteſt his ſincerity, When he 
found any body proof againit pecuniary temptations, 
which, alas! was but ſeldom, he had recourſe to a ſtil! 
worſe art; for he laughed at and ridiculed all notions 
of public virtue, and the love of one's country, calling 
them“ The chimerical ſchool-boy flights of claſſical 
“ learning ;” declaring himſelf at the fame time, © No 
“ ſaint, no Spartan, no reformer.” He would tre- 
quently aſk young fellows, at their firſt appearance in 
the world, while their honeſt hearts were yet untainted, 
« Well, are you to be an old Roman? a patriot! You 
e will ſoon come off of that, and grow wiler.” And 
thus he was more dangerous to the morals than to the 
liberties of his country, to which I am perſuaded be 
meant no ill in his heart. 
lle was the eaſy and profuſe dupe of women, and in 
ſome inſtances indecently ſo. He was exceſſively open 

to 
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to flattery, even of the groſſeſt kind, and from the 
coarſeſt bunglers of that vile profeſſion; which engaged 
him to paſs moſt of his leiſure and jovial hours with 
people whoſe blaſted characters reflected upon his own, 
He was loved by many, but reſpected by none; his fa— 
miliar and illiberal mirth and raillery leaving him no 
dignity. He was not vindictive, but on the contrary 

very placable to thoſe who had injured him the moſt. 
His good - humour, good- nature, and beneficence, in the 
ſeveral relations of father, huſband, maſter, and friend, 


gained him the warmeſt affections of all within thar 
circle. 


His name will not be recorded in hiſtory among the 
ce beſt men,” or the belt miniſters;“ but much leſs 
ought it to be ranked among the worſt. 

Sir Robert Walpole, having obtained a ſeat in the lower 
houſe, declared himſelf one of the moſt forward partiſans of 
the whig faction. He was endued with a ſpecies of eloquence 
which, though neither nervous nor elegant, flowed with great 
facility, and was ſo plauſible on all ſubjects, that even when 
he miſrepreſented the truth, whether from ignorance or deficn, 
he ſeldom failed to perſuade that part of his audience for 
whoſe hearing his harangue was chiefly intended, He was 
well acquainted with the nature of the public funds, and un- 
derſtood the whole myſtery of ſtock-jobbing. This know- 
ledge produced a connection between him and the money cor- 
porations, which ſerved to enhance his importance. He per- 
ceived the bulk of mankind were actuated by a ſordid thirſt 
of lucre; had ſagacity enough to convert the degeneracy of 
the times to his own advantage; and on this, and this alone, 
he founded the whole ſuperſtructure of his ſubſequent admi- 
niſtration. 5 

In the reign of George the firſt he had, by dint of ſpeaking 
deciſively to every queſtion, by boldly impeaching the conduct 
of the tory miniſters, by his activity in elections, and by en- 
gaging as a projector in the ſchemes of the monied interelt, 
become a leading member in the houſe of commons. By his 

former ſufferings under the tory parliament, he attained the 
rank of a martyr to his party: his intereft, his reputation, 
and his preſumption, daily increaſed : he oppoſed Sunderland 
as his rival in power, and headed a dangerous defection from 
the miniſtry, which evinced the greatneſs of his influence and 


93 authority. 
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authority, He had the glory of being principally concerned 


in effecting a reconciliation between the king and the prince 
of Wales: then he was re- aſſociated in the adminiſtration 
with additional credit; and, from the deaths of the earls of 
Sunderland and Stanhope, he had been making long ſtrides 
towards the offi e of prime miniſter, 

He knew the maxims he had adopted would ſubject him to 
the hatred, the ridicule, and the reproach of fome individuals, 
who had not yet reſigned all fentiments of patriotiſm, nor all 
views of oppoſition : but the number of theſe was inconſider- 
able, when compared to that which conſtituted the body of the 
community ; and he would not ſuffer the conſideration of ſuch 
antagoniſts to come in competition with his ſchemes of power, 
affluence, and authority. Nevertheleſs, low as he had hum- 
bled anti. miniſterial aſſociation, it required all his artifice to 
elude, all his patience and natural phlegm to bear, the power- 
ful arguments that were urged, and the keen ſatire that was 
exerciſed, againſt his meatures and management, by a few 
members in the oppoſition, SMOLLETT, 


They who think Sir Robert Walpole was a man of abilities, 
but not of genius, are miſtaken, through the wrong concep- 
tions they have of the word Genius, when applied to the 
political character of a great man. The diſcernment of cha- 
racters is the true, if not the only teſt of genius that a mi- 
niſter can diſcoyer in a country, where the radical nature of 
the government admits ſo many, and even his enemies, to be 
controllers of his adminiſtration, and, in a conſtitutional ſenſe, 
the partners of bis power. No man ever poſſeſſed this diſtin— 
guiſhed characteriſtic of political genius more than Sir Robert 
Walpole did; and to his honour be it remembered, that he 
acquired it by the gifts of nature; and by that ſociability 
which he inherited from his birth, improved by his experi- 
ence, and which his g:eate{i enemies never denied to be, al- 
moſt, peculiarly his. In this uteful diſtinction, he was unri- 
valled by any of bis antagoniits ; for though they were maſters 
of talents, flaſhy, popular, and plauſible, they fell far ſhort 
of him in the practical and parliamentary parts of buſineſs. 

Notwithſtanding all the clamor, heat, and virulence of his 
enemies, and though, after he reſigned his places, they were 
armed with 1aquiito:ia! powers, yet were they unable to bring 
one 1nitag:e of any violation being offered to public or per- 
ſonal liberty, or any attempt to invade property of any kind, 
or to defeat the ordinary courſe of juſtice, during his long 
administration. All that his enemies; with their utmoſt ac- 

Py guracy; 
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curacy, diſcovered or could prove againſt him, ſcarcely de- 
ſerved animadverſion, far leſs cenſure or puniſhment z a proof 
of regard for the conſtitution and Jaws, which perhaps no 
hiſtory can equal during fo extended a continuance of power 
as he enjoyed. 

The greateſt repro2ch, perhaps the greateſt misfortune, of 
his adminiſtration, was his applying himſelf only to the know- 
ledge of men, as they could be immediately uſeful in parlia- 
ment, He was pollefſed of what is looked upon to he a 
competency of learning for a gentleman of fortune ; but the 
cultivation of that went no farther than as he thought it might 
be uſeful to his miniſterial capacity. At the fame time that 
he was ſenſible, by bis own experience while he himſelf was 
in an oppoſition, of the power of the preſs, no man ſet it to 
work with to little judgment as he did. He looked upon 
writing to be a mechanical kind of buſineſs, and he took up 
with the ſirſt pen that he could find in public offices, or whom 
he could oblige by private hberality ; and it was very ſeldom 
he read over the pamphlets or paners that were written even 
in defence of his own meaſures. He looked upon political 
writing as a kind of currency that would paſs by its nominal 
value, let its intrinſic worth be ever ſo 1inconfiderable. This 
inconceivable error in ſo great a man as Sir Robert Walpole 


can be aſcribed only to his application to buſineſs, or to his 


relaxation from it, which di] not admit of his entering upon 
diſcuſſions of literary matters, | 

His behaviour in parliament was fometimes unequal to that 
vaſt ſhare of good-nature, good ſenſe, and inflexible reſolution, 
he was poſſeſſed of. After being tcaled, he was apt to be 1r- 
ritated, by the {arcaſms thrown out againſt his perton and ad- 
miniſtration; and his adverſaries often went unwarrantable 
lengths in calumniating his meaſures, which they puſhed to 


the more advantage, as they knew that he had prudential con- 


fiderations which hindered him from entering into a preciſe 
defence of them; becauſe, in ſuch an aſſembly, the competi- 
tion muſt be unequal, when what was really exgedient was 
ſet in competition with what was rigoroully conflitutional, 
Perhaps his own nature, which was eaſy, compliable, and 
placable, led him to juſtify, upon the principles of expediency, 
ſome things that were not ſtrictly conformable to the ſevereſt 
principles of the Britiſh government, 5 


After he became firſt miniſter, his cloquence in parliament 
was ſometim s palliative; its reſources lay not in ſtudy or 
reading, but in the vaſt knowledge he had in parliamentary 
bulinels, and his knowing the * of his friends, who, he 
| | | * was 
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was ſenſible, would go certain lengths with him, and no far. 
ther. This conviction kept him always, even in the ow 


tude of his power, decent; while no perſonality was his object. 


That ſeldom happened to be the caſe; but when it was, he 
ſometimes loſt himſelf, which his enemies did not fail to im- 
prove greatly to his diſadvantage. | 

His affections for his friends and family were ſtrong, and 
prevailed upon him to keep poſſeſſion of power fo long, that 
he found it at laſt dangerous both for himſelf and them to quit. 
This was the true ſource of all that was real in the charge of 
corruption that was ſo general in the mouths, and dropt from 
the pens of his enemies. The venal parts of parliaments were 
his friends or enemies, as intereſt directed them; and his fi- 
toation often obliged him to gratify them with profitable con- 
ſiderations, even for voting according to their conſciences. If 
his meaſures ſometimes were wrong, thoſe of his antagoniſts 
were not always right; for they directed their oppoſition 
equally againſt the juſtifiable as the queſtionable parts of his 
adminiitration. Fe 

That he was a profeſſed friend to peace, and that he made 
great, though not thameful, conceſſions to preſerve it, cannot 
be denied. But the filent benefits his country was daily reap- 
ing from this maxim could not prevent the clamor which 
envy and diſappointment, reſentment and ambition, raiſed 


againſt his adminiſtration. At the ſame time it muſt be ac- 


knowledged, that no man ever poſſeſſed more intrepidity, both 
political and natural, than he did, after he was once determined 


in his meaſures. As a ſpeaker in parliament, he was cool and 


clear; he ſpoke perhaps a little too frequently for a man of 
his diſtinction; bat that might be owing to his really under- 
ſtanding buſineſs better than any friend he had about him, 
and therefore could better explain it. He was not what in a 
claſſical ſenſe may be termed eloquent; but in another ſenſe he 
had a more uſeful talent, for he juſt poſſeſſed that kind of elo- 
cution that could moſt effectually operate upon the minds of 
the aflembly where he ſpoke. I hrough the loſs of ſome teeth, 
his pronunciation, towards the latter end of his life, was a 
little inarticulate, but it was always intelligible. His perſon 
was tall, though ſomewhat unwieldy; but his preſence was 


noble and benign. Had he not been a miniſter, it had been 


impoſſible for him to have had an enemy. 
His character received additional luſtre by his behaviour In 


retirement, which was as eaſy and as elegant as a Scipio or a 


Lælius. He had a happineſs peculiar to himſelf, that though 
he reſigned his places, he never loſt a friend; and had he 
| becn 
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been fond of returning into the adminiſtration, he had ſtill ſo "Ml 
much influence in both houſes as might, in the late divided | 
ſtate of parties, have replaced him in power. But he gave a 
noble proof of his gratitude and loyalty, by uſing all his in- 
tereſt with his friends, even to his death, to promote the ſer- 
vice of his majeſty, and to drop all oppoſition that could em- 
barraſs it. TINDAL. 


Whatever objeCtions Sir Robert Walpole's miniſterial con- 1 
duct may be liable to, yet in his private character he is uni- if 
verſally allowed to be endowed with the moſt amiable and be- 1 
nevolent qualities. That he was a tender parent, a kind 11 
maſter, a beneficent patron, a firm friend, an agreeable com- =_ 
panion, are points that have been ſeldom diſputed, when Sir 4 
Robert Walpole or the carl of Oxford has been mentioned. 

Mr. Pope, who profeſſed himſelf no friend to courts or cour- fl 
tiers, hath perhaps paid him, gratis, an handſomer compliment / if 
on the laſt of theſe heads, than his liberality could ever pur- jg 
chaſe. In anſwer to his friend, who perſuades him to go and Fl 
ice Sir Robert, he ſays: 
Seen him J have, but in his happier hour 
Of ſocial pleaſure, ill exchanged for power; 194 
Seen him, uncumbered with the venal tribe, 9 
Smile without art, and win without a bribe *. 


Biographical Dictionary. 


* Theſe lines, which did Sir Robert more honour than all the pa- j 1 
negyrics purchaſed with the wealth of the treaſury, were written in bh: 
conſequence of his favour to one Southcot, a Popiſh prieſt of Mr, "14 
Pope's acquaintance. Southcot wanted to get a void abbey near Avig- Wy 
non, but was apprehenſive that his promotion to it would give um- M4 
brage to the Engliſh court, where he was obnoxious by his intrigues in | | 
the Pretender's ſervice, and therefore it would not be given to him. bt 
Mr. Pope wrote a letter to Sir Robert on the prieſt's behalf, who im- 44 
mediately wrote to France to remove the objection ; in conſequence of | 1 
which Southcot got the abbey; and Mr. Pope ever after retained a i 
orateful ſenſe of Sir-Robert's civility, and always ſpoke of him with 4 
eſteem and reſpect, and ſhewed his regard to him on all occaſions, Ai 
even at the time when it was the faſhion to revile him. | 
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LORD GRANVILLE. 


LCR Granville had great parts, and a moſt un- 


common ſhare of learning for a man of 1 
e 
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He was one of the beſt ſpeakers in the houſe of lords, 
both. in the declamatory and the argumentative way, 
He had a wonderful quickneſs and preciſion i in ſeizing 
the ſtreſs of a queſtion, which no art, no ſophiſtry, 
could diſguiſe in him. In bafineis he was bold, enter 
prizing, and overbearing. He had been bred up in 
high monarchical, that is, tyrannical principles of go- 
vernment, which his ardent and imperious temper made 
him think were the only rational and practicable ones. 
He would have been a oreat firſt miniſter in France, 
little inferior, perhaps, to Richelieu; in this govern- 
ment, which is yet free, he would have been a danger- 
dus one, little leſs ſo, perhaps, than lord Strafford. He 
was neither ill-natured nor vindictive, and had a great 
contempt for money. His ideas were all above it. In 
flocial life he was an agreeable, good-humoured, and 
inſtructive companion; a great but entertaining talker, 
He degraded himſelf by the vice of drinking, which, 
together with a great ſtock of Greek and Latin, he 
brought away with him from Oxford, and retained and 
practiſed ever afterwards, By his own induſtry, he 
had made himſelf maſter of all the modern languages, 
and had acquired a great knowledge of the law, His 
political knowledge of the intereſt of princes and of 
commerce was extenſive, and his notions were juſt and 
great. His character may be ſummed up, in nice pre- 
cifion, quick deciſion, and unbounded preſumption *. 


Lord Carteret was born April 22, 1650, In 17511 he was 
introduced into the houſe of Leers, where he diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in defence of our religion and liberties, and by his 
ardent zeal for the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. In March 1721 he 
was ſworn one of the lords of the privy conncil, as likewiſe 
one of his majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, 

The king declaring, in the year 1723, that ſome extraor- 
dinary affairs called him abroad for the ſummer, his lordthip 
was appointcd one of the lords juſtices for the adminiſtration 


* Lord Cheſterfield, in a letter to his ſon, dated Dec. 13, 1502; 
writes ; Lord Granville, they fay, 18 dying. When he dies, the 
a ableſt head in England dics to0, take it tor all in all,” 
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of the government ; and, by his majeſty's command, he and 
tord Townſhend were ordered to wait on him at Hanover. 

In April 1724, there being ſeveral removes at court, lord 
Carteret reſigned his office of ſecretary, was ſucceeded by the 
duke of Newcaſtle, and was at the ſame time conſtituted lord 
lieutenant of Ireland. He was well acquainted with the ſtate 
of the nation before he went over, and procured Mr. Wood's 

atent for coining halfpence and farthings, which had been 
complained of as a great grievance, to be revoked; though at 
his firſt going over he ſigned a proclamation, offering three 
hundred pounds reward for the dicovery of the author of the 
Drapier's Letters. Notwithſtanding this, he lived in great 
friendſhip with Swift; who once aſked him, how he could 
concur in ſuch a meaſure? To which his excellency replied 
in the words of Virgil: 


—— Regni novitas me talia cogit 


Moliri. | 


He gratified Swift in promoting his friend Sheridan an! 
many others. This celebrated wit uſed to remonſtrate with 
eat freedom againſt ſuch mealures as lie diſliked; and his 
lordſhip having gained the advantage of him in tome diſpute 
concerning the diſtreſſes of Ireland, he cricd out in a violent 
paſſion, ** What the vengeance brought you a.10ng us? Get 


&« you gone, get you gone. Pray God Almighty fend us our 


„ boobies back again.” 

In the year 1727, when king George J. took his ſaſt journey 
abroad, on which he died, he was again declared one of the 
lords juſtices for the adminifiration. ot the government during 
his abtence. 

George the ſecond, on his acceſſion, was pleaſed to declare 
him again lord lieutenant of Ireland. This fucceſhve appoint- 
meat to that high ſtation by two great kings was his peculiar 
honour, and was highly acceptable to the people of that King- 
dom. The many good laws that were patled during his vice- 
gerency, for the ſupport and honour of the eſtabliſhment, the 
relief of the diſtreiled, the employment of the poor, the in- 
creaſe of tillage, and the improvement of the trade and inland 
navigation of the kingdom, will be ſo many monuments to 
poſterity of his wiſe adminiſtration: and the Iriſh will ever 
remember, that he held that parliament wherein the king con- 
ſented to the appropriation of a proper fund for the cncou- 
ragement of theſe great purpoſes, and to remit part of his he- 


O 
Lord 


reditary revenue. Liographical Dictionary, 
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Lord Carteret had ar wg ona himſelf in the character of 


envoy at ſeveral courts in Europe. He had attained an inti. 
mate knowledge of all the different intereſts and connections 
ſubſiſting among the powers of the continent; and he infi- 
nitely ſurpaſſed all the minifters in learning and capacity. He 
was, indeed, the only man of genius employed under this go— 
vernment. He ſpoke with eaſe and propriety ; his conceptions 
were juſt and lively; his inferences bold; his counſels vigorous 
and warm. Yet he depreciated his talents, by acting in a 
ſubordinate character to thoſe whom he deſpiſed ; and ſeemed 
to look upon the pernicious meaſures of a bad miniſtry with 
filent contempt, rather than with avowed deteſtation. 


SMOLLETT. 


The bringing a miniſter to juſtice (Sir Robert Walpole) 
taxed with flagrant acts of corruption, was the point on which 
the future good government of the nation evidently depended; 
but the bait of titles and offices, it ſeems, was too temptins 
for modern patriotiſm to withſtand. Lord Carteret (afterwards 
earl Granville) and Mr, Sandys, it is ſaid, were the firſt who 
embraced the offers of the court, and without the conſent or 
privity of any other leaders of the oppoſition, except that of 
Mr. Pulteney; however, it was very ſoon that their example 
was generally followed. Mrs. Macaulay, 


Lord Carteret, in the year 1742, infinuated himſelf into the 
confidence of the king, and, on the retreat of Sir Robert 
Walpole, engroſſed the whole direction of public affairs. By 
purſuing the intereſts of Hanover he ſoothed the wiſhes of 
his maſter, and opened a more ample field for his wn ambi- 
tion. He had ſtudied the policy of the continent with pecu- 
liar eagerneſs. This was the favorite ſubject of his reflection, 
upon which he thought and ſpoke with a degree of enthufiaſin, 
The intolerable taxes, the poverty, the ruined commerce of his 
country, the iniquity of ſtanding armies, votes of credit, and 
foreign connexions, upon which he had ſo often expatiated, 
were now forgotten or overlooked. He ſet the power of France 
at defiance ; and, as if Great Britain had felt no diſtreſs, but 
teemed with treaſure which ſhe could not otherwiſe employ, 
he poured forth her millions with a raſh and deſperate hand, 
in purchaſing beggarly allies, and maintaining mercenary armies. 

ANONYMOUS. 


Lord Carteret was among miniſters of ſtate one of ſuperior 
capacity and influence, and independent of all party as to his 
power in the cabinet, He bore. up againſt all the torrent of 
abule againſt his meaſures with vaſt ſpirit, and it ſeemed only 

| 10 
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to confirm and quicken his reſolutions, His abilities were 
univerſally acknowledged, and he betrayed no diſcontent at 
reſigning the ſeals, which he did with a very good grace, as 
having his adminiſtration approved of by the imitation of his 
ſucceſſors. TINDAL. 


M R. PE LH AM. 


R. Pelham had good ſenſe, without either ſhining 
parts or any degree of literature. He had by 
no means an elevated or enterprizing genius, but had 
a more manly and ſteady reſolution than his brother the 
duke of Newcaſtle, He had a gentleman-like frankneſs 
in his behaviour, and as great point of honour as a 
miniſter can have, eſpecially a miniſter at the head of 
the treaſury, where numberleſs ſturdy and inſatiable 
beggars of condition apply, who cannot all be gratified, 
nor all with ſafety be refuſed. 

He was a very inclegant ſpeaker in parliament, but 
ſpoke with a certain candour and openneſs that made 
him be well heard, and generally believed. 

He wiſhed well to the public, and managed the fin- 
ances with great care and perſonal purity. He was par 
negotits neque ſupra : had many domeſtic virtues and no 
vices. It his place, and the power that accompanies 
it, made him ſome public enemies, his behaviour in 
both ſecured him from perſonal and rancorous ones. 
Thoſe who wiſhed him worſt, only withed themſelves 
In his place. 

Upon the whole, he was an honourable man, and a 
well-wiſhing miniſter. 


— 


tranquillity, as ic did while Mr. Pelham was confidered in the 
capacity of firſt miniſter; and, perhaps, he is the only inſtance 
upon record of a miniſter who made great virtues ſerve in the 
place of great abilities, His native candour, inftead ot being 
(as is generally the caſe) clfaced, was improved, by the many 
departments of buſineſs through which he aroſe ; and his being 
void of art conciliated to him more friends han the 7 

| | 4arttu 


Great Britain perhaps never enjoved ſuch a ſtate of political 
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artful man ever gained, His apprehenſion, if not ready, waz 
tenacious; and then it converted itſelf into refolution jn which 
he was immoveable, though it was ſome time before it was 
fixed. His underſtanding was rather clear than bright, ſo 
that he ſeldom was deceived by the falſe glare of the medium 
through which he perceived objects, | 

He. came carly into life, and was a captain cf dragoons in 
the action againſt the rebels in 1715, at Preſton, and to the 
laſt he retained that openneſs of behaviour and converſation, 
which is ſo peculiar to men of merit in that profeſſion, Few 
private gentlemen were ever known to unite fo much dignity 
and eaſe in their behaviour as he did; and he retained a com- 
placency of manners towards thoſe with whom he differed, 
which even to them appeared to be ſo void of affectation, that 
he ſeldom failed to win them over. His long experience in 
buſineſs undoubtedly contributed greatly to his ſucceſs ; but 
he had about him a certain unreſerve, which, from being cap- 
tivating when he was known, became irreſiſtible even by his 
greateſt foes. His diſintereſtedneſs was ſeen in the ſtate of 
his private affairs, which, conſiderit g his natural frugality, the 
many great poſts he had held, and the vaſt opportunities he 
had of making money, were but very indifterent at the time of 
his death. 

He was naturally grave; and no man was ever more, than 
he was, what he appeared to be. The {hare of learning he 
had was rather uſeful than curious; but his general notions 
both of men and things were found and judicious; and, when 
once they were formed, they were unalterable. His principle 
in government was to #void party of every kind; but he 
thought, till the Revolution took place, the conſtitution was 
unſettled, and liberty very precarious. 

Though both his maxims and his principles were very dif- 


ferent from thoſe of Sir Robert Walpole, yet he preſerved ſo 


wonderful a decorum towards his character and memory, that 
he often declined to have his own meaſures vindicated, becaule 
they could not be to without impeaching Sir Robert's conduct. 
Nothing remains to te added to the character of this valu- 
able man, but that it was ſuch as was formed for the happineſs 
of Great Britain, without hurting her honour, TIN DAI. 


Mr Pelham was generally eſteemed as a man of honeſty 
and candour, actuated by a ſincere love for his country, though 
he had been educated in erroneous principles of government, 
and in ſome meaſure obliged to proſecute a fatal ſyſtem, which 
deſcended to him by inheritance. He deviated however To 
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hat maxim of his predeceſſor, which admitted of no contra. 
diction from any of his adherents or fellow ſervants. That 
ſordid deference to a miniſter no longer characterized the 
ſubordinate inſtruments of the adminiſtration, It was not un- 
uſual to ſee the great officers of the government divided in a 
parliamentary debate, and to hear the ſecretary at war oppoſing 
with great hen ee a clauſe ſuggeſted by the chancellor of 
the exchequer. His death, in March 1754, was ſincerely la- 
mented by his ſovereign, and allo regretted by the nation in 
general, to whoſe affection he had powerfully recommended 
himſelf by the candor and humenity of his conduct and cha— 
racter, even while he purſued meatures which they did not 
entirely approve. SMOLLETT. 


RICHARD EARL OF SCARBOROUG Us. 


| bod drawing the character of lord Scarborough, I will 

be ſtrictly upon my guard againſt the partiality of 
that intimate and unreſerved friendſhip, in which we 
lived for more than twenty vears ; to which friendſhip, 
as well as to the public notoriety of it, | owe much 
more than my pride will let my gratitude own, If 
this may be ſuſpected to have biaſſed my judgment, it 
muſt, at the ſame time, be allowed to have informed it ; 
for the moſt ſecret movements of his foul were, \ without 
diſguiſe, communic:ited to me only. However, I will 
rather lower than heighten the colouring ; I will mark 
the ſhades, and draw a credible rather than an exact 
likeneſs. 

He had a very good perſon, rather above the middle 
ſize; a handfome face, and when he was c heartul, the 
moſt engaging countenance imaginable; when grave, 
which he was ofteneſt, the moſt reſpectable one. He 
had in the higheſt degree the air, manners, and ad- 
dreſs, of a man of quality y, politeneſs with caſe, and 
dignity without pride. 


* This charaCer was written Auguſt 29, 1759. 
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Bred in camps and courts*, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that he was untainted with the faſhionable vices of theſe 
warm climates ; but (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
he dignified them, inſtead of their degrading him into 
any mean or indecent action. He had a good degree 
of claſſical, and a great one of modern, knowledge; 
with a juſt, and, at the ſame time, a delicate taſte. 

In his common expences he was liberal within bounds ; 
but in his charities and bounties he had none. I have 
known them put him to ſome preſent inconveniencies. 

He was a ſtrong, but not an eloquent or florid ſpeaker 
in parliament. He ſpoke fo unaffectedly the honeſt 
dictates of his heart, that truth and virtue, which never 
want, and ſeldom wear, ornaments, ſeemed only to bor- 
row his voice. This gave ſuch an aſtoniſhing weight 
to all he ſaid, that he more than once carried an un- 
willing majority after him. Such is-the authority of 
unſuſpected virtue, that it will ſometimes ſhame vice 
into decency at leaſt. 

He was not only offered, but preſſed to accept, the 

oft of ſecretary of ſtate ; but he conſtantly refuſed it. 
5 tried to perſuade him to accept it; but he told 
me, that both the natural warmth and melancholy of 
his temper made him unfit for it; and that moreover 
he knew very well that, in thoſe miniſterial employments, 
the courſe of buſineſs made it neceſſary to do many hard 
things, and fome unjuſt ones, which could only be au- 


thoriſed by the jeſuitical caſuiſtry of the direction of 


* His father, lord viſcount Lumley, was a convert from Popery ; 
and though favoured by king James II. and had a command in the 
army, he continued a firm Proteſtant during that reign, and zealous 
for ihe liberties of his country. He was one of the ſirſt who privately 
engaged to ſupport the prince of Orange, and who at his landing ap- 
peared in arms to effect the Revolution. When that prince aſcended 
the throne, he made him one of his privy-council and of his bea— 
chamber, and created him curl of Scarborough in the year 1690. He 
was lieutenant-general in the army, and attended the king in his wars 
both in Flanders and Ireland. "The fon, whole character is here drawn, 
ſucceeded to the title and eſtate in 1721 ; but in his father's life - time 
he was ſummoned to parliament, and was gentleman of the bed- 
chamber and maſter of the horſe to the prince, 
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the intention; a doctrine which he ſaid he could not 
poſſibly adopt. Whether he was the firſt that ever 
made that objection, I cannot affirm ; but I ſuſpeR chat 
he will be the laſt. | 

He was a true conſtitutional, and yet practicable pa- 
triot ; a ſincere lover and a zealous affertor of the na- 
tural, the civil, and the religious rights of his country. 
But he would nor quarrel with the crown, for ſome 
flight ſtretches of the prerogative; nor with the people, 


for ſome unwary ebullitions of liberty; nor with any one, 


for a difference of opinion in ſpeculative points. He 
conſidered the conſtitution in the aggregate, and only 
watched that no one part of it ſhould preponderate too 
much. 

His moral character was ſo pure, that if one may ſa 
of that imperte& creature man, what a celebrated hiſto- 
rian ſays of Scipio, mil non laudandum aut dixit, aut 
fecit, aut ſenſit ; I ſincerely think (I had almoſt ſaid I 
know), one might ſay it with great truth of him, one 
ſingle inſtance excepted, which ſhall be mentioned. 

He joined to the nobleſt and ſtricteſt principles of 
honour and generoſity the tendereſt {entuments of bene- 
volence and compaſſion; and as he was naturally warm, 
he could not even hear of an 1njuſtice or a baſeneſs, 
without a ſudden indignation ; nor of the misfortunes 


| or miſeries of a fellow creature, without melting into 


ſoftneſs, and endeavouring to relieve them. his part 
of his character was ſo univerſally known, that our beſt 
and moſt ſatirical Engliſh poet ſays ; 


When I confeſs, there 1s who feels for fame, 
And melts to goodneſs, need I Scarborougu name? 


He had not the leaſt pride of birth and rank, that 
common narrow notion of little minds, that wretched 
miſtaken ſuccedaneum of merit; but he was jealous to 
anxiety of his character, as all men are who deſerve a 
good one. And ſuch was his diftidence upon that ſub- 
je, that he never could be periuaded that mankind 
really thought of him as they did. For turely never 
man had a higher reputation, and never man enjoyed a 


more univerſal eſteem. Even knaves reſpected him: 
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and fools thought they loved him. If he had any ene. 
mies (for I proteſt I never knew one), they could only 
be ſuch as were weary of always hearing of Ariſtides 
the Juſt. 

He was too ſubject to ſudden guſts of paſhon, but 
they never hurried him into any illiberal or indecent ex. 
preſſion or action; ſo invincibly habitual to him were 
good- nature and good- manners. But, if ever any word 
happened to fall from him in warmth, which upon ſubſe— 
quent reflection he himſelf thought too ſtrong, he was 
never eaſy till he had made more than a ſufficient 
atonement for it. 

He had a moſt unfortunate, I will call it a moſt fata! 
kind of melancholy in his nature, which often made 
him both abſent and filent in company, but never mo- 
roſe or four. At other times he was a chearful and 
agreeable companion; but, conſcious that he was not 
always fo, he avoided company too much, and was too 
often alone, giving way to a train of gloomy reflections. 

His conſtitution, which was never robuſt, broke ra- 
pidly at the latter end of his life. He had two ſevere 
itrokes of apoplexy or palſy, which conſiderably affected 
his body and his mind. | 

I defire that this may not be looked upon as a full 
and finiſhed character, writ for the ſake of writing it; 
but as my ſolemn depoſit of the truth to the beſt of 
my knowledge. I owed this ſmall depoſit of juſtice, 
ſuch as it is, to the memory of the beſt man I ever 
knew, and of the deareſt friend I ever had. 


——_— — 


Lord Scarborough was a man of ſtrong natural parts, but he 
ſeldom exerciſed them; he was devoured by that malady 
which, among foreigners, is proverbial to the Engliſh 3 and it 
was very viſible in his looks and demeanor, He had reading, 
but was ſhy of applying it. He was early a favorite with his 
royal maſter; and it muſt be admitted, that his private virtue 
and diſintereſtedneſs, at the time nw deſcribed, atoned for 
great part of the venality that infeſts courts, 
Though there was founded, upon a ſimilarity of manners 
and genius, the ſtricteſt friendſhip between him and the earl 
of Cheſterfield, who had ſo warmly- ſupported the bill [tor 
Y better 
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better ſecuring the conſtitution, by preventing the officers of 
land-forces from being deprived of their commiſſions otherwiſe 
than by a court-martial, &c.], yet that could not warp him 
from the duty he owed to his prince and his country, He ap- 
prehended the bill to be a direct attack upon the prerogative 
of a prince, who never had exerciſed it but for the good of 
his people. In the ſpeech he made upon this occafion he ſhewed, 
that, had the bill paſſed, it muſt have added greatly to the 
weight and intereſt of the officers of the army, who (not be- 
ing removable but by a judgment of their own peers, that 18, 
officers, and perhaps equally guilty) would have looked upon 
their commiſhons as ſo many freeholds, and would ſoon have 
found means to elbow the civil power, fo as to get intereſt in 
parliament, ſufficient to prevent any addreſs of either houſe 
againſt them. He obſerved, that, if an officer was oppreſſive 
in his quarters, the party oppreſſed had remedy by applying to 
the king, who was to caſhier ſuch officer, if the crime was 


proved ; but, had the bill taken place, the poor oppreſſed party | 


muſt have had recourſe to a court-martial, compoſed perhaps 
of officers all of them guilty of the like oppreſſion, and there- 
fore not likely to give him any redreſs, Upon the whole, 
therefore, his lordſhip was not contented with refuſing the bill 
a ſecond reading, but moved that it might have a further note 
of diſgrace, by being rejected; which was accordingly agreed 
to without a diviſion, TIN DA. 


LORD HARDWICKE. 
ORD Hardwicke was, perhaps, the greateſt ma- 
4 giſtrate that this country ever had, He preſided in 
the court of chancery above twenty years, and in all 
that time none of his decrees were reverſed, nor the 


pen of them ever queſtioned. Though avarice was 
uis ruling paſſion, he was never in the leaſt ſuſpected of 


any kind of corruption: a rare and meritorious inſtance. 


of virtue and ſelf-denial, under the influence of ſuch a 
craving, inſatiable, and increaling paſſion. 
He had great and clear parts ; underſtood, loved, and 
cultivated the belles lettres. He was an agreeable, elo- 
8 — 2 2 quent 
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quent ſpeaker in parliament, but not without ſome little 
tincture of the pleader. 

Men are apt to miſtake, or at leaſt to ſeem to miſ- 
take, their own tatents, ip hopes, perhaps, of miſleading 
others to allow them that which they are conſcious they 
do not poſfeſs. Thus lord Hardwicke vatued himſelf 
more upon being a great miniſter of ſtate, which he 
certainly was not, than upon being a great magiſtrate, 
which he certainly Was. 

All his notions were clear, but none of them great. 
Good order and domeſtic details were his proper depart- 
went. The great and ſhining parts of government, 
though not above his parts to conceive, were above 
his timidity to undertake. 

By great and lucrative employments, during the Hue 
of thirty years, and by ſtill greater parſimony, he ac- 
quired an immente fortune, and eſtabliſhed his numerous 
family in advantageous poits and profitable alliances. 

Though he had been ſolicitor and attorgey-general, 
he was by no means what is called a prerogative lawyer. 
He loved the conſtitution, and maintained the juſt pre- 
rogative of the crown, but without ſtretching it to the 
oppreſſion of the people. 

He was naturally humane, moderate, and decent ; and 
when by his former employments he was obliged to 
proſecute ſtate-criminals, he diſcharged that duty in a 
very different manner from moſt of his predeceſſors, 
who were too juſtly called the“ Blood-hounds of the 
& Crown,” 

He was a chearful and inſtructive companion, humane 
in his nature, decent in his manners, unſtained with any 


vice (avarice excepted), a very great mne but by 
no means a great miniſter. 


— 


— 


Lord Hardwicke before the age of thirty was promoted to 
the office of ſolicitor-general; and the trial of Mr. Layer, 
ſor. high treaſon, in November 1722, gave him an opportunity 
of ſhewing his abilities in that office: his reply in ſumming 
up the evidence, and anſwering all the topics of the priſoner's 
defence, 18 admired as one of the ableſt performances of hu 
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Kind extant, In 1733 he was made lord chief juſtice of the 
king's bench; and in the midft of the general approbation with 
which he diſcharged his office there, he was called to that of 
lord high chancellor, on the deccaſe of his illuſtrious prede- 
ceſſor lord Talbot, in February 1737. 


The integrity and abilities with which his lordſh'p preſided 
in the court of chancery, during the ſpace of almoſt twenty 


years, appears from this remarkable circumſtance, that onl 
three of his decrees were appealed from, and even tho affirmed 
by the houſe of lords. After he had executed that hich office 
about ſeventeen years; in times ang circumſtanzes of accumu- 
lated difficulty and danger, and had twice heen called to the 
exerciſe of the office of lord high ſteward on the trials of 
peers concerned in the rebellion, he was in April 1754 ad- 
vanced, as a mark of the royal approhation of his ſervices, to 
the rank of an carl of Great Britain, His ſovereign treated 
him, through the whole of his reign, with particular ettecm 
and confidence, and always ſpoke of him in a manner which 
ſhewed, that he ſet as high a value on the man as on the 
miniſter, 

His reſignation of the great feal in November 1756 gave 
an univerial concern to the nation, how. ver divided at that 
time in other reſpets, But he {tl continued to fer.e the 
public in a more private ftation; as at council, at the hou'e 
of lords, and upon every occaſion, where the courſe of public 
buſineſs required it, with the ſame aſſidufty as when he tilled 
one of the higheſt offices in the kingdom. He always felt 
and expreſſed the trueſt affection and reverence for the laws 
and conſtitution of his country. This rendered him as ten— 
der of the juſt prerogativcs inveited in the crown for the he- 
neft of the whole, as watchful to prevent the leaſt incroach- 
ment upon the liberty of the ſubject. 958 

The part which he acted in planning, introducing, and ſup— 
porting the bill “ for aboliſhing the her.table juriidictions in 
Scotland ;? and the ſhare which he took, beyond what his 
department required of him, in framing and promoting the 
other bills relating to that country; arote from his zcal to the 


Proteſtant ſuce: fon, his concern for the general happineſs and 


improvement of the kingdom, and for the preſervation of this 
equal and limited monarchy; which were the governing prin— 
ciples of his public conduct through life. And ticte, and 
other bills which might be mentioncd, were ſtrong proofs of 
his talents as a legiflator. 

In judicature, his firmneſs and dignity were evidently de- 
rived from his conſummate knowledge and talents; and the 
mildneſs and humanity with which be tempered it, from the 
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beſt heart. He was wonderfully happy in his manner of debat- 
ing cauſes upon the bench. His extraordinary diſpatch of the 
bulineſs of the court of chancery, increaſed as it was in his 
time beyond what had been known in any former, was an ad- 
vantage to the ſuitor, inferior only to that ariſing from the 
acknowledged equity, perſpicuity, and preciſion of Ris decrees, 
The manner in which he preſided in the houſe of lords added 
order and dignity to that aſſembly, and expedition to the 
buſineſs tranſated there. His talents as a ſpeaker in the 
ſenate, as well as on the bench, were univerſally admired : 
he ſpoke with a natural and manly eloquence, without. falſe 
ornaments or perſonal invective; and, when he argued, his 
reaſons were ſupported and {trengthened by the moſt appoſite 
caſes and examples which the ſubje&t would allow. His man- 
ner was graceful and affecting; modeſt, yet commanding ; 
his voice peculiarly clear and harmoniqus, and even loud and 
ſtrong for the greater part of his time. Wich theſe talents 
for public ſpeakins „the integrity of his character gave a luſtre 
to his eloquence, which thoſe who oppoſed him felt in the 
debate, and which operated moſt powerfully on the minds of 
thoſe who heard him with a view to information and con- 
viction. 

Convinced of the great principles of religion, and ſteady in 
the practice of the duties of it, he einten ed a reputation of 
virtue that added dignity to the ſtations which he filled, and 
authority to the laws which he adminiſtered. His attachment 
to the national church was accompanied with a full con- 1Etion, 
that a tender regard to the rights of conſcience, and a temper 
of lenity and moderation, are not only right | in themſelves, 
but moſt conducive in their conſequences to the honour 
and intereſt of the church. The ſtrongeſt recommendation 
to him of the clergy to the eccleſiaſtical preferments in his 
diſpoſal was, their fitneſs for the diſcharge of the dutics of 
their profeſſion. And that reſpectable body owes a particular 
obligation to his lord{hip and his predeceſſor lord Talbot, for 
the oppoſition which they gave 1n the houſe of lords to the 
act for the more eaſy recovery of tithes, church rates, and 
„other ecclefiaſtical dues, from the people called Quakers,” 
which might have proved of dangerous conſequence to the 
rights and property of the clergy, though 1t had paſſed the 
ocher houſe, and was known to be powerfully {upported. 
Many facts and anecdotes, which do him honour, may be 


derbi ed and et down, when reſentments, partialities, and 
ene are forgotten, | 
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The amiableneſs of his manners, and his engaging addreſs, 
rendered him as much beloved by thoſe who had acceſs to 
him, as he was admired for his greater tajents by the whole 
nation. His conſtitution in the earlier part of his life did not 
ſeem to promiſe ſo much health ant vigor as he aftewards en- 
joyed, for a longer period than uſually falls to the ſhare of 
men of more robuſt habit of body. But his care to guard 
againſt any exceſſes ſecured to him an almoſt uninterrupted 
tenor of health; and his habitual maſtery of his paſſions gave 
him a firmneſs and tranquillity of mind, unabated by the 
fatigues and anxieties of buſineſs, from the daily circle of 
which he roſe to the enjoyment of the converſation of his fa- 
mily and friends with the ſpirits of a perſon entirely vacant 
and diſengaged, Till the latter end of his feventy-third year 
he preſerved the appearance and vivacity of youth in his coun- 
tenance, in which the characters of dignity and amiableneſs 


were remarkably united: and he ſupported the diſorder which. 


proved fatal to him of many months continuance, and of the 
moſt depreſſing kind, with an uncommon reſignation, and even 
chearfulneſs, enjoying the ftrength and quickneſs of his un- 
derſtanding till the cloſe of lite. He died in the ſeventy- 
fourth year of his age, March the 6th, 1764. 

| | Biographical Dictionary. 


DUKE OF NEW CASTLE. 


HE duke of Newcaſtle will be fo often men- 
tioned in the hiſtory of theſe times, and with ſo 
ſtrong a bias either for or againſt him, that I reſolved, 
for the ſake of truth, to draw his character with my 
uſual impartiality : for as he had been a miniſter for 


above forty years together, and in the laſt ten years of 


that period firſt miniſter, he had full time to oblige one 
half of the nation, and to offend the other. 
We were co-temporaries, near relations, and familiar 
acquaintances, ſometimes well and ſometimes ill toge- 
ther, according to the ſeveral variations of political 


* This character was written in the year 1763. 
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affairs, which know no relations, friends, or acquaint- 
ances. 

The public opinion put him below his level: for 
though he had no ſuperior parts, or eminent talents, 
he had a moſt indefatigable induſtry, a perſeverance, a 
court craft, and a ſervile compliance with the will of 
his ſovereign for the time being; which qualities, with 
only a common ſhare of common ſenſe, will carry a 
man ſooner and more ſafely through the dark laby- 
Tinths of a court, than the moft ſhining parts would 
do without tho'e meaner talents. 

He was good-natured to a degree of weakneſs, even 
to tears, upon the ſlighteſt occaſions. Exceedingly ti- 

morous, both perſonally and politically, dreading the 

leaſt innovation, and keeping, with a ſcrupulous timi- 
dity, in the beaten track of buſineſs as having the 
ſateſt bottom. 

Iwill mention one inſtance of this diſpoſition, which 
I think will ſet it in the ſtrongeſt light, When I 
brought the bill into the houſe of lords, for correcting 
and amending the calendar, I gave him previous notice 
of my inientions. He was alarmed at ſo bold an un- 
dertaking, and conjured me not to ſtir matters that had 
been long quiet; adding, that he did not love new- 
Jangled things. 1 did not, however, yield to the cogency 
of theſe arguments, but brought in the bill, and it 
paſſed unanimouſly. From ſuch weakneſſes it neceſſa- 
rily follows, that he could have no great ideas, nor 
elevation of mind, 

| His ruling, or rather his only, paſſion was, the agi- 
tation, the buſtle, and the hurry of buſineſs, to which 
he had been accuſtomed above forty years; but he was 
as dilatory in diſpatching | it as he was eager to engage 

in it. He was always in a hurry, never walked, bur al- 
ways run; infomuch that I have ſometimes told him, 
that by his fleetneſs one ſhould rather take him for the 
courier than the author of the letters. 

le was as jealous of his power as an impotent lover 
of bis miſtrels, without activity of mind enough to en- 


joy 
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Joy or exert it, but could not bear a ſhare even in the 
appearances of it“. 

His levees were his pleaſure, and his triumph; he 
loved to have them crouded, and conſequently they 
were ſo. There he generally made people of buſineſs 
wait two or three hours in the anti-chamber, while he 
trifled away that tinſe with ſome inſignificant favorites 
in his cloſer. When at laſt he came into his levee-room, 
he accoſted, hugged, embraced, and promiſed every 
body, with a ſeeming cordiality, but at the ſame time 
with an illiberal and degrading familiarity. 

He was exceedingly diſintereſted, very profuſe of his 
own fortune, and abhorring, all thoſe means, too often 
uſed by perſons in his ſtation, either to gratify their 
avarice, or to ſupply their prodigality; for he retired 
from buſineſs in the year 1762, above four hundred 
thouſand pounds poorer than when he firſt engaged 
in it. 


Upon the whole, he was a compound of moſt hu- 


man weakneſſes, but untainted with any vice or crime. 


The duke of Newcaſtle owed his promotion to his uncom- 
mon zeal for the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, and to the 
ſtrength of his intereſt in parliament. rather than to his judge - 
ment, preciſion, or any other intellectual merit. SMOLLETT. 


Lord Sunderland, in queen Anne's reign, when he was of- 
fered a penſion on being turned out of place, ſaid: “ That, if 
* he was no longer permitted to ſerve his country, he was re- 
„ ſolved not to pillage it.” The generous oid duke of New- 

caſtle, from the ſame odd romantic turn of thinking, had the 
ill judgement to tread in lord Sunderland's ſteps 5 but his ex- 
ample had not the leaſt influence among our great men, nor 


* Lord Cheſterfield, in a letter to his ſon, da'ed Nov. 4, 1757. 
ſaith: The duke of Newcaſtle and Mr. Pitt really agree very well: 
{4 not, I preſume, from any ſentimental tenderneſs for each other, but 
* trom a ſenſe that it is tucir mutual interett,” In another letter, 
deted May 18, 1758, The duke of Newcaſtle and Mr. Piit go on 
like man and wife; that is, ſeldom agreeing, often quarrelling, but 
* by mutual intereſt upon the whole, not parting.” 
N . engaged 
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engaged a ſingle perſon to imitate him; ſo that we may apply 
to him with propriety what Mr, Cowley ſays of Pindar : 


Pindar is imitable by none; 
The phoenix Pindar is a vaſt ſpecies alone, 


The duke of Newcaſtle was born Auguſt 1, 1693. He 
ſucceeded his father as baron Pelham of Loughton ; and on 
the 15th of July, 1711, took the name of Holles, with the 
title of duke of Newcaſtle upon Tyne. His power and 1n- 
tereſt were great; and he exerted both in ſupport of George l. 
againſt the party that oppoſed him. Among the reſt who 
were early diſtinguiſhed by the royal favor, the duke was on 
the 26th of October, 1714, advanced to the dignity of earl 
of Clare and viſcount Naughton, with remainder to his bro- 
ther Benry Pelham, and his heirs male. 

The duke ſtood firm in ſupport of the royal cauſe during 
the firſt rebellion in Scotland, and oppoſed the lawleſs attempts 
of the Jacobites and a miſguided populace at home. His 
maſter was not wanting to acknowledge his ſervices : on the 
2d of Auguſt, 1715, he was created marquis and duke of 
Newcaſtle under Line, with remainder to the female iſſue of 
his brother Henry Pelham, On the 13th of April, 1717, he 
was declared lord chamberlain of his majeſty's houſhold; and 
on the 3oth of April, 1718, he was inſtalled knight of the 
order of the garter. On the 2d of April, 1724, he was de- 
clared one of his majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate; and 
July, 1737, he was choſen high ſteward of Cambridge, and 
afterwards chancellor of that univerſity. 

It would be tedious to mention all the honors and places his 
grace enjoyed under the. houſe of Hanover, whom he had 1o 
affiduouſly and faithfully Jaboured to fix upon the Britiſh 
throne : therefore ſhall only add, that in the year 1701 he 
rchgned all his employments, and quitted that hurry of bufi— 
neſs in which he had been ſo Jong involved, ſpending the re- 
mainder of his days in retirement. Be was, perhaps, one of 
the moſt difin:er{fted patriots that either this or any other na- 
tion could boaſt of, His eſtate, when he came firſt into poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, was worth fifty tloutand pounds per annum, 


which he greatly reduced in the ſervice of his king and coun- 


try; notwithſtanding which he nobiy refuſed a large penſion 
when he retired from public buſineſs, 

In private life, his character was the moſt amiable, affable, 
and religious. He cauſed divine ſervice to be conftantly and 
regularly performed every day in his family, both in town and 

country; and at proper times the ſacrament was adminiſtered, 


at 
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at which he conſtantly affiſted with great devotion, He yield- 


ed up his breath with the moſt perfect calmneſs and reſigna- 


tion, Nov. 17, 1768, in the ſeventy- ſeventh year of his 
age, Annual Regiſter. 


* —— 
* © * 
* 
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„„ BED FOR, 


HE duke of Bedford was more conſiderable for 

his rank and immenſe fortune, than for either his 
parts or his virtues. 
He had rather more than a common ſhare of com- 
mon- ſenſe, but with a head fo wrong-turned, and ſo 
invincibly obſtinate, that the ſhare of parts which he 
had was of little uſe to him, and very troubleſome to 
others. 

He was paſſionate, though obſtinate; and, though 
both, was always governed by ſome low dependants, 
who had art enough to make him believe that he go- 
yerned them. 

His manners and addreſs were exceedingly illiberal; 
he had neither the talent nor the deſire of pleaſing. 

In ſpeaking in the houſe, he had an inelegant flow 
of words, but not without ſome reaſoning, matter, and 
method. 

He had no amiable qualities; but he had no vicious 


nor criminal ones: he was much below ſhining, but 
above contempt in any character. 


In ſhort, he was a duke of a reſpectable family, and 


with a yery great eſtate. 


= 


The duke of Bedford is indeed a very conſiderable man. 
The higheſt rank, a ſplendid fortune, and a name glorious 
till it was his, were ſufficient to have ſupported him with 
meaner abilities than he poſſeſſed. The uſe he made of theſe 
uncommon advantages might have been more bonorable to 
himſelf, but could not be more inſtructive to mankind, The 
eminence of his ſtation gave him a commanding proſpect of 
his duty. The road which led to honor was open to his view. 


He 


| 
; 
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He could not loſe it by miſtake ; and he had no temptation to 
depart from it by deſign. 

An independent, virtuous duke of Bedford would never 
proſtitute his dignity i in parhament by an indecent violence, 
either in oppreſling or defending a miniſter. He would not at 
one moment rancorouſly perſecute, at another baſely cringe to, 
the favorite of his ſovereign. Though deceived perhaps in 


his youth, he would not, throuyh the courſe of a long life, 


have invariably choſen his friends from among the moſt pro- 


fligate of mankind. His own honor would have forbidden kim 
from mixing his private pleaſures or converſation with jockeys, 


gameſters, blaſphemers, gladiators, or buftoons: He would 
then have never felt, much leſs would he have ſubmitted to, 
the humiliating neceſſity of engaging in the intereſt and in- 
trigues of his dependants, of ſupplying their vices, or reliev- 
ing their beggary, at the expence of his country. He would 
not have betrayed ſuch 1gnorance, or {uch contempt, of the 
conſtitution, as openly. to avow in a court of juſtice the pur- 
chafe and ſale of a borough. If it ſhould be the will of Pro- 
vidence to afflift him with a domeſtic misfortune, he would 


ſubmit to the ſtroke with feeling, but not without dignity ; 


and not look for, or find, an immediate conſolation for the 
lols of an only fon in conſultations and empty bargains for a 
place at court, nor in the miſery of ballotting at 1 * India- 


houſ-. 


i he duke's hiſtory began to be important at that ap cious 
period, at which he was ; deputed to the court of Veriailles. 
It was an honourable office to repreſent the earl of Bute, and 
was executed with the fame ſpirit with which it was accepted, 
His patrons wanted an ambaſlador, who would ſubmit to make 
conceſſions : — their buſineſs required a man who had as little 


fecling lor his own dignity, as for the welfare of his country; 


and they found him in the firſt rank of the nobitity. 
| furrrs. 


If exact order, method, and true ceconomy, as a maſter of 


a family; if ſplendor and juſt magnificence, without wild taſte 


andthoughtleſs extravagance; may conſtitute the character of 
an avaricious man, the quke of Bedford is guilty. He allowed 


his fon eight thouſand pounds a year; and, upon his moſt un- 
ſortunate death, he greatly increaſed the Jointure of the af- 


flicted lady, his widow. Junius went wantonly out of the 


way to torment declining age, becauſe the duke of Bedford had 
quarrelled with thoſe whoſe cauſe and politics he efpauſed, 


Sir WILLIAM DRAPER. 
The 
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The duke of Bedford, after a long oppoſition to the ſervants 
of the crown, became a courtier in the year 1747, and was 
ſoon made {ſecretary of ſtate in the room of lord Cheſterfield. 
He was not remarkably popular in his adminiftration as lord 
lieutenant of Ireland. He beſtowed one place of conſiderable 
Iportance upon a gentleman whoſe perſon was obnoxious to 
many people in that kingdom; and perhaps he failed in that 
affability and condeſcenſion which a free and ferocious nation 
expects to find in the character of him to whoſe rule they are 
ſubjected. SMOLLETT. 


When his grace was lord heutenant of Ireland, the ſeries 
of Letters between Henty and Frances happened to fall into 
his hands. In the preface Henry ſpeaks of his fortune, and 
the juſtifiable means by which thoſe diſtreſſes were occaſioned. 
Eis grace's bumanity was affected; he enquired into the au— 
thor'd s ſituation, and, on finding it to be as deſcribed, unſoli- 
cited but by his own noble nature, he ſent for Henry, and in 
the moſt obliging and gracious manner preſented him with a 
patent employment, which was at that time vacant, 

Mrs. GRIFFITH. 


On the 14th of June, 1724, a dreadful fire happened at 
Wooburn. The dutchels left the ſufferers five hundred pounds 
in her will. As it was ſome time before the money was paid, 
lord John Ruſſell (afterwards duke of Bedford), then in his 
axtcenth year, expreſſed his concern to the executor, who, ob- 
jecting againſt the payment of intereſt, lord, John generouſly 
id, Pay it out of the money allowed for my expences: 
and accordingly Mr. Holt the executor paid five hundred 
pounds, her gracc's legacy, and fiſty pound, a gift of his 
lordſhip's, being the amount of two years intereſt thereof, It 
may be proved, by a multitude of initaaces, that the noble 
duke poſſeſſed the ſame generous and humane diſpoſition during 
his whole life ; and it was peculiarly conſpicuous in the cloſe 
of it, as his laſt will evinces. 

Introduction to lady RusszLL's Letters. 


| 
| 
| 
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MR. FOX. 
M R. Hetiry Fox was a younger brother of the 
loweſt extraction . His father, Sir Stephen Fox, 
made a conſiderable fortune, ſome how or other, and 
left him a fair younger brother's portion, which he ſoon 
ſpent in the common vices of youth, gaming included : 


this obliged him to travel for ſome time. While 


abroad, he met with a very ſalacious Engliſh woman, 
whote liberality retrieved his fortune, with ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances more to the honor of his vigor than his 
morals. 

When he returned, though by education a Jacobite, 
he attached himſelf to Sir Robert Walpole, and was 
one of his ableſt eve. He had no fixed principles 
either of religion or morality, and was too unwary in 
ridiculing and expoſing them. 

He had very great abilities and indefatigable induſtry 
in buſineſs, great ſkill in managing, that is, in corrupt- 
ing the houſe of commons, and a wonderful dexterity 
in attaching individuals to himſelf, He promoted, en- 
couraged, and practiſed their vices; he gratified their 
avarice, or ſupplied their profuſion. He wiſely and 


punctually performed whatever he promiſed, and moſt 


liberally rewarded their attachment and dependance. 
By theſe and all other means that can be imagined, he 
made himſelf many perſonal friends and political de- 
pendants. 5 

He was a moſt diſagreeable ſpeaker in parliament, 
inelegant in his language, heſitating and ungraceful in 
his elocution, but ſkilful in diſcerning the temper of the 
houſe, and in knowing when and how to preſs, or to 
yield. | | | 


* This aſſertion is ſcarcely excuſable ;—his lordſhip muſt, or ouglit 


to, have known better. Mr. Fox's father was Sir Stephen Fox, who 
was privy-counſellor, paymaſter of the army, and ſome little time one 
of the commiſſioners of the treaſury under Charles II; and Sir Ste- 


phen's father, Mr, William Fox, had a landed eſtate of about three 
hundred pounds a year in Wiltſhire, now poſſeſſed by the earl of 
Iicheiter, the elder branch of the family. 


A conſtant 
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A conſtant good-humour and ſeeming frankneſs made 
him a welcome companion in ſocial life, and in all do- 
meſtic relations he was go0od-natured. As he advanced 
in life, his ambition became ſubſervient to his avarice. 
His early profuſion and diflipation had made him feel 
the many inconveniencies of want, and, as it often hap- 
pens, carried him to the contrary and worſe extreme of 
corruption and rapine. Rem, quocunqgue modo rem, be- 
came his maxim, which he obſerved (I will not ſay re- 
ligiouſly and ſcrupulouſly), but invariably and ſhamefully. 

He had not the leaſt notion of, or regard for, the 
public good or the conſtitution, but deſpiſed thoſe cares 
as the objects of narrow minds, or the pretences of in- 


rereſted ones: and he lived, as Brutus died, calling vir- 


tue only a name. 


Mr. Fox fought ſurprifing battles with the firſt demagogues 
of the age; and in ſhrewdaeſs, policy, and perſeverance, 
yielded to none of his co-temporaries. SMOLLETT. 


The addreſſes to ſupport the king, anno 1755, in defence 
of his German territories, did not pals without ſtrong debates 
in both houſes, where there was a very ſtrange jumble of 
parties. It was generally thought, that the public buſineſs 
could not go on unleſs another ſecretary of ſtate was appointed 
in the room of Sir Thomas Robinſon ; becaule, though Mr. 
Pitt, then paymaſter-general, and Mr. Fox, then ſecretary at 
war, agreed in nothing elſe, they united in oppoſing his mea- 
ſures; and their intereſt was fo great in the houſe, and their 
abilities ſo univerſally acknowledged, though of very different 
kinds, that every queſtion the court got was in fact loſing it. 
On this occaſion Mr. Fox got che ſcals of ſccretary of ſtate, 

Tixpal. 


R. 1 


| TR. Pitt owed his rife to the moſt confiderable pots 
FA and power in this kingdom lingly to his OWL 
abilities. In him they ſupplied the want of birth and 
* This character was written in the vear 1762. 

9 fortune, 
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fortune, which latter in others too often ſupply the 
want of the former. He was a younger brother of a 
very new family, and his fortune only an annuity of 
one hundred pounds a year. 

The army was his original deſtination, ad a cornetcy 
of horſe his firſt and only commiſſion in it. Thus un- 
aſſiſted by favour or fortune, he had no powerful pro- 
tector to introduce him into bulineſs, and (if I may uſe 
that expreſſion) ro do the honours of his parts; but 
their own ſtrength was fully ſufficient. 

His conſtitution refuſed him the uſual pleaſures, and 


his genius forbad him the idle diſſipations, of youth; 


for ſo early as at the age of ſixteen he was the martyr 
of an hereditary gout. He therefore employed the lei- 
ſure, which that tedious and painful diſtemper either 
procured or allowed him, in acquiring a great fund of 
premature and uſeful knowledge. Thus, by the unac- 
countable relation of cauſes and effects, what ſeemed 
the greateſt misfortune of his life was, perhaps, the 
principal cauſe of its ſplendour. 

His private life was ſtained by no vices, nor ſullied 
by any meanneſs. All his ſentiments were liberal and 
elevated. His ruling paſhon was an unbounded ambi- 
tion, which, when ſupported by great abilities, and 
crowned with great ſucceſs, make what the world calls 


« a great man.” He was haughty, imperious, impa- 


tient of contradiction, and over-bearing : qualities which 
too often accompany, but always clog great ones. 

He had manners and addreſs; bur one might diſcern 
through them roo great a conſciouſneſs of his own ſu- 
perior talents. He was a moſt agreeable and lively 
companion in ſocial lite, and had ſuch a verſatility of 
wit, that he could adopt it to all ſorts of converſation. | 
He had alſo a moſt happy turn to poetry, but he ſel—- 
dom indulged, and ſeldom avowed it. 

He came young into parliament, and upon that great 
theatre ſoon equalled the oldeſt and the ableſt actors. 


His eloquence was of every kind, and he excelled in 


the argumentative as well as in the declamatory way. 
But his invectives were terrible, and uttered with ſuch 
Energy 
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energy of diction, and ſtern dignity of action and eoun- 
tenance, that he intimidated thoſe who were the moſt 
willing and the beſt able to encounter him. Their 
arms fell out of their hands, and they ſhrunk under 
the aſcendant which his genius gained over theirs. 

In that aftembly, where the public good is fo much 
talked of, and private intereſt ſingly purſued, he ſet 
out with acting the patriot, and performed that part ſo 
nobly, that he was adopted by the public as their chief, 
or rather only unſuſpected champion. 

The weight of his popularity, and his univerſally 
acknowledged abilities, obtruded him upon king 
George II. to whom he was perſonally obnoxious. He 
was made ſecretary of ſtate : in this difficult and delicate 
ſituation, which one would have thought mult have re— 
duced either the patriot or the miniſter to a deciſive 
option, he managed with ſuch ability, that, while he 
ſerved the king more effectually, in his moſt unwarrant- 
able electoral views, than any former miniſter, however 
willing, had dared to do, he {till preſerved all his 
credit and popularity with the public; whom he 
aſſured and convinced, that the protection and defence 
of Hanover, with an army of ſeventy-five thoufand 
men in Britiſh pay, was the only poſſible method of 
ſecuring our poſſeſſions or acquiſitions in North Ame- 
rica. So much eaſier is it to deceive than to undeceive 
mankind. 


His own diſintereſtedneſs, and even contempt of mo- 


ney, ſmoothed his way to power, and prevented or 
ſilenced a great ſhare of that enyv which commonly at- 
tends it. Moſt men think that they have an equal na- 

tural right to riches, and equal abilities ro make the 
Proper uſe of them; but not very many of them have 
the impudence to think themſelves qualificd for power. 

Upon the whoie, he will make a great and ſhining 
figure in the annals of this country, notwithſtanding 
the blot which his acceptance of three thouſand pounds 
per annum penſion tor three lives, on his voluntary re- 


* Hume Campbell and lord chief juſtice Mansfield. 
F ſignation 
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ſignation of the ſeals in the firſt year of the preſent 
king, muſt make in his character, eſpecially as to the dil- 
intereſted part of it. However, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that he had thoſe qualities which none but a 
great man can have, with a mixture of thoſe failings 
which are the common lot of wr erched and imperfect 
human nature. 


— 


Mr. Pitt had been originally deſigned for the army, in which 
he actually bore a commiſſion; but fate reſerved him for a 
more important ſtation, In point of fortune he was barel 
qualified to be elected member of parliament, when he obtained 
a ſeat in the houſe of commons, where he toon outſhone all 
his compatriots. He diſplayed a ſurpriſing extent and pre- 
ciſion of political knowledge and irrefiftible energy of argu- 
ment, and ſuch power of clocution as ſtruck his hearers with 
aſtoniſhment and admiration. It flaſhed like the lightning cf 
heaven againſt the minitters and ſons of corruption, blaſting 
where it ſmote, and withering the neryes of oppoſition: but 
his more ſubſtantial praiſe was founded upon his difintereſted 
integrity, his incorruptible heart, his unconquerable ſpirit of 
independence, and his invariable attachment to the intereſt 
and liberty of his country. SMOLLETT. 


Being born of a good family, and allied to ſeveral noble 
ones, Mr. Pitt thought it incumbent upon him to preſerve the 
luſtre derived from both, whether in private or public life. 
In the former, he was always frugal, temperate, honeft, ſin- 
cere, and benevolent ; and was thereby naturally free, brave, 

and uncorrupt, in the latter. 

Being poſſeſſed of only a ſmall fortune, he virtuouſly cir- 
cumſeribed his expences within the limits of his income; ; and 
therefore, when corruption ſtooped ſo low as to take the ſtand- 
ard out of the hand of a cornet (as he himſelf emphatically 
expreſſed it) on account of inflexible integrity, he was en- 
abled to ſubſiſt without public pay, and had fortitude and abi- 
lities at laſt to revenge the unconftitutional inſult offered to 
the libertics of his country through his perſon. 

At length, when in the viciſſitude of affairs it became ne- 
cellary to have the external affectation of employing more 
men of undoubted honeity and abilities, and he was advanced 
to a very profitable poit, of great importance, he conſpicuouſly 
indicated that a diſintereſted deſire to reſtore ceconomy in pub- 
lic offices, a beneyolence of redreſſing the grievances of the 

helples 
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helpleſs and oppreſſed, and a ſincere love for the honor of the 
nation, and the liberties of mankind, were ſuperior to all 
other conſiderations. 

This was his invariable conduct whilſt in employment, and 
at length he gloriouſly relinquiſhed his ſubordinate power ra- 
ther than co- - operate with weak and wicked men in ſchemes 
prejudicial in any degree to the common intereſt of his coun- 
try. He then retired awhile to enjoy untainted honor in 
unenvied obſcurity ; but when the united voice of a periſhing 
people called upon him for affiftance, he was willing, ready, 
and able, and ] hope will perſiſt, in ſpite of the mean oppoſi- 
tion of a faction, or the dark arrow of calumny, which flics 
by night, in his endeavours to reſtore this kingdom to its an- 
cient virtue, and conſequently to its peace, plenty, and honor. 


Conteſt, Nꝰ VII, 


A mirror of eloquence. His ſpeech in the houſe of com- 
mons, on congratulating George II. upon the nuptials of the 
prince of Wales, was unequalled. We have few models of 
aun more perfect in that kind, it being more ornamented 
than the declamations of Demoſthenes, and leſs diffuſed than 
thoſe of Cicero, When on the death of Mr. Winnington he 
was made paymaſter general of the forces, by his integrity he 
introduced a great reformation into that office. TINDAL, 


The ſecretary ſtood alone. Modern degeneracy had not 
reached him. Original and unaccommodating, the features of 
his character had the hardihood of antiguity, - 1. 5 auguſt mind 


over-awed majeſty, and one of his ſovereigns thought royalty 


ſo impaired in his preſence, that he conſpired to remove him, 
in order to be relieved from his lupofiority. No ſtate chica- 
nery, no narrow ſyſtem. of vicious politics, no idle conteſt for 
miniſterial victories, ſunk him to the vulgar level of the great; 
but over-bearing, perſuaſive, and impracticable, his object was 
England, his ambition was fame. Without dividing, he de- 
ſtroyed party; without corrupting, he made a venal age unani- 
mous. France ſunk beneath him. With one hand he ſmote 


the houſe of Bourbon, and wielded in the other the democracy 


of England, [he ſight of his mind was infinite; and his 
ſchemes were to affect, not England, not the preſent age only, 
but Europe and poſterity, Wonderful were the means by 
which theſe ſchemes were accompliſhed ; always ſcaſonable, 
always adequate, the ſuggeſtions of an underſtanding animated 
by ardor, and enlightened by prophecy. 


The ordinary teelings which make life amiable and indolent 


were unknown to him. No domeſtic difficulties, no domeſtic 
F 2 weakneſs 
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weakneſs reached him; but aloof from the ſordid occurrences 
of life, and unſullied by its intercourſe, he came occaſionally 
into our ſyſtem, to counſel and to decide, 

A character io exaited, ſo ſtrenuous, fo various, fo authori- 
tative, aſtoniſhed a corrupt age, and the treaſury trembled at 
the name of Pitt through all her claſſes of venality. Cor- 
ruption imagined, indeed, that ſhe had found defects in this 
ſtateſman, and talked much of the nconſiſtency of hi glary, 
and much of the ruin of his victories; but the hiſtory of his 
country, and the calamities of the enemy, anſwered and re- 
futed hcr, 

Nor were his political abilities his only talents. His elo- 
quence was an æra in the ſenate, peculiar and ipontaneous, fa- 
miliarly exprefling gigantic ſentiments and inſtinctive wiſdom ; 
not like the torrent of Demoſthenes, or the ſplendid confla- 
gration of Tully ; it reſembled ſometimes the thunder, and 
ſometimes the muſic of the ſpheres. Lice Murray, he did 
not conduct the underſtanding through the painful ſubtilty of 
argumentation ; nor was he, like Townſhend, for ever on the 
rack of exertion ; but rather lightned upon the ſubjeR, and 
reached the point by the fluſhings of the mind, which, like 
thoſe of his eye, were felt, but could not be followed. 

Upon the whole, there was in this man ſomething that 
could create, ſubvert, or reform; an underfianding, a ſpirit, 
and an eloquence, to ſummon mankind to ſociety, or to break 
the bonds of ſlavery aſunder, and to rule the wilderneſs of 
free minds with unbounded authority; ſomething that could 
eſtabliſh or overwhelm empire, and ſtrike a blow in the world 
that ſhould reſound through the univerſe, ANONYMOUS. 


We may affirm, with truth and impart ality, that no man 
was ever better fitted than Mr. Pitt to be the miniſter in a 
great and powerful nation, or better qualified to carry that 
power and greatneſs to their utmoſt limits. I here was in all 
his deſigns a magnitude, and even a vaſtneſs, which was not 
_ eaſily-comprehended by every mind, and which nothing but 

fucceſs could have made to appear reaionable, If he was 
ſometimes incorrect, he was never vulgar. 

His power, as it was not acquired, ſo neither was it exer- 
ciſed in an ordinary manner. With very little parliamentary, 
and with leſs court influence, he ſwayed both at court and in 
parliament with an authority unknown before to the beſt {up- 
ported miniſters, He was called to the miniſtry by the voice 
of the people; and, what is more rare, be held it with that 
approbation; and under hun, for the firſt time, adminiſtration 

| and 
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and popularity were ſeen united. Under him Great Britain 
carri-d on the moſt important war in which ſhe ever was en- 
gag zed, alone and unaſſiſted, with greater ſp!endor, and with 
more ſucceſs, than ſhe had ever enjoyed at the head of the 
moſt powerful alliances. Alone this iſland ſeemed to balance 
the reſt of Europe. 

In the conduct of the war, he never ſuffered the enemy to 
breathe, but overwhelmed them with reiterated blows, and 
kept up the alarm in every quarter, If one of his expedi- 
tions was not fo well calculated, or fo ſucceſsfully executed, 
ainends was made by another, and by a third. The ſpirit of 
the nation, once rouſed, was not ſuffered for a moment to ſub- 
| fide and the French, dazzled as it were by the multitude and 
celerity of his enterpr1zes, ſeemed to have loſt all power of 
reſiſtance, In ſhort, he revived the military genius of our 
people; he ſupported our allies ; he extended our trade; he 
raiſed our reputation; he augmented our dominions; and, on 
his departure from adminiſtration, left the nation in no other 
danger than that which ever muſt attend exorbitant power, and 
the temptation which may be to the invidious exertion of 1t. 
Happy had it been for him, for his ſovereign, and his country, 
if a temper leſs auſtere, and a diſpoſit'on more practicable, 
more coinpliant and conciliating, had been joined to his other 
great virtues. The want of theſe qualities diſabled him from 

acting any otherwiſe than alone; it prevented our enjoy ing 
the joint fruit of the wildon of many able men, who might 
-mucvally have tempered add mutually forwarded each other; 
and, finaliy, which was not the mcineſt loſs, it deprived us of 
his own immediate ſervices. 

Those who cenſured his political conduct the moſt ſeverely, 
could raiſe but few exceprions to it; none of them ſingly, nor 
perhaps the whole united, of any great weight, againſt a per- 
fon long engaged in ſo great a. ſcenes of act on 

Whether the part, which under his adminiſtration we rather 
continued to act than newly took, with regard to the affairs 
of Germany, be for the real intereſt of Great Britain, 1s a 
queſtion of the utmoſt d. theulty, and which perhaps will never 
admit a fatisfaQtory tolution, To condema him on this head, 
we muſt be ſure of this ſolution. It has been obſerved in 
favor of that conteſted meature, that France demonſtrated, 
through the whole progreſs of the late treaty, the moſt earneſt 
deſire that we ſhould apandon that German connection; no 
tritling argument that our enemy did not look upon it to be 
extremely prejudicial to our intereſts, If' he has carried on 
that war at a vaſt expence, a prodigious ſtand has been made 
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againſt the entire power of France; had leſs been expended, 
the whole of the expence might have been loſt, How far this 
part of his conduct was agreeable to his former declarations, 
is a diſcuſſion which can avail but little. He found the na- 
tion engaged in theſe affairs; it was more eaſy to puſh them 
forward, than to extricate himſelf from them; as he proceeded, 
he diſcovered, by experience, the advantage of that plan of 
action, and his opinion was changed. 

But even admitting that, to attain the ends of oppoſition, he 
had once fallen upon popular topics, which even then he knew | 
were not tenable; it can form but a very ſmall blemiſh in a 
public character, however wrong it may be by application to 
the ſtrict rules of morality. III would it fare with ſtateſmen, 
if this fort of conſiſtency were to be expeQed from the moſt 
conſiſtent of them, | | 

The conduct of Mr. Pitt, when the parliament met, in 
which he made his own juſtiiication, without impeaching the 
conduct of any of his colleagues, or taking one meaſure that 
might ſeem to ariſe from diſguſt or oppoſition, has ſet a ſeal 
ppon his character. Annual Regiſter. 


Lord Chatham's oratory differs from any thing we ever 

ard uttered, or any rule or exainple extant in writing. It 
has conſequently one merit; it is all his own, was fabricated 
by him, and will certainly die with him. The marvellous, 
the bold, the extravagant, the improbable, are ſeverally his 
fort. ate | 

His oratory in parliament reſembles the romances of 'the 
laſt century, or rather the fictions, abſurdities, and monſtrous 
tales, which were the offspring of the ignorance, falſe gal- 
lantry, and wild entcrprizing ſpirit of the middle ages. His 
talents were brought forth to public view at a moſt favourable 
time, when an univerſal ſpirit of diſſatisfaction ran through 
almoſt every degree of people againſt Walpole, He opened a 
thouſand various batteries of abuſe againſt his adminiſtration, 
He ſaid every thing that came uppermoſt, He caught the af- 
fection and confidence of the people. He ſpread a degree of 
enthuſiaſm out of doors, which had been ſcarcely ever known 
before; aud, at length, felt the flame in his own breaſt ;* and 
thus, from a varicty of circumftances, eſtabliſhed a dominion 
over his auditors, that Charles Townſhend, Pratt, or Murray, 
who were infinitely his ſuperiors, either as regular orators or 
found fpeakers, were never able to obtain. His lordſhip's talents 
for public tpeaking are to univerſally known, and have been ſo 
ably commented on, that little remains to be ſaid, but juſt to 

; | give 
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ive -one inſtance of his manner and matter, which will ex- 
plain how far his mere powers of debate excel his powers of 
oratory or ſound reaſoning.— On his motion for withdrawing 
the troops from Boſton, the beginning of the laſt ſeſſion but 
one, a thrill of aſtoniſhment, accompanied by the ſtilleſt fi. 
lence, pervaded every part of the houſe, on his ſaying, © Three 
„ millions of whigs, with arms in their hands, nearly allied to 
cc the whigs of England and Ireland, will never ſubmit,” &c, 
— This was the ſpecies of oratory by which he was wont to 
ſtrike his adverſaries dumb, make miniſters tremble, and Eng- 
liſhmen enthuſiaſts. There was, however, one thing which 
his harangues produced : he perſuaded this nation that they 
were irreſiſtible and invincible ; he lived to prove the truth of 
what he forets/d; and he is one of the few orators who from 
deſign, or a mere enthuſiaſtic ſpirit, ever dealt in prophecy, 
and at the ſame time juſtified his predictions, But for mere 
uniformity, his lordihip's parliamentary portrait might here 


be very properly cloſed. His language is neither flowing nor 


elegant; he frequently repeats the laſt words of the preceding 
fentence, in order to affiſt his memory; he {ſcarcely ever at- 
tempts to prove any thing; conſequently his facts are moſtly 
fabricated by himſelf, and his concluſions ſo many dictums 
raiſed on premiſes, borrowed, invented, or aſſumed. 

| ANONYMOUS. 


Lord Chatham is a great and celebrated name; a name that 
keeps the name of this country reſpectable in every other on 
the globe. It may be truly called, | 


Clarum et venerabile nomen 
Gentibus, et multum nyire quad proderat urbi. 


The venerable age of this great man, his merited rank, his 
ſuperior eloquence, his ſplendid qualities, his eminent ſervices, 
the vaſt ſpace he fills in the eye of mankind, and, more than 
all the reſt, his fall from power, which, like death, can nizes 
and ſanctifies a great character, will not ſuffer me to cenſure 
any part of his conduct. I am afraid to flatter him; I am 
ſure I am not diſpoſed to blame him. Let thoſe who bave be- 
trayed him by their adulation, infult him with their malevo- 
lence, But what I do not preſume to centure, I may have 
leave to lament. _ 

For a wiſe man, he ſeemed to me at that time to be go— 


verned too much by general maxims. One or two of theſe 


maxims, flowing from an opinion not the moſt indulgent to 
our unhappy ſpecies, and ſurely a lutle too general, led him 
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into meaſures that were greatly miſchievous to himſelf; and 
for that reaſon, among others, perhaps fatal to his country; 
meaſures, the effects of which I am afraid are for ever incur- 
able. He made an adminiſtration ſo checkered and ſpeckled; 
he put together a piece of joinery ſo croſſly indented and 
whimſically dove-tailed ; a cabinet fo variouſly inlaid; ſuch a 
piece of diveifified moi ; ſuch a teſſelated pavement ' without 
cement; here a bit of black ſtone, and there a bit of white; 
patriots and courtiers 3 king's friends and republicans ; whigs 
and tories; treacherous friends and open enemies; that it was 
indeed a very curious ſhow ; but utterly unſafe to touch and 
unſure to ſtand on. The colleagues whom he had aſſorted 
at the fame boards ſtared at each other, and were obliged to 
alk, © Sir, your name, &c.“ It fo happened, that perſons 
had a fingle office divided between them, who had never ſpoken 
to each other in their lives; until they found themſelves, they 
knew not how, pigging together, heads and points in the ſame 
truckle- bed*. 

In conſequence of this arrangement, having * ſo much 
the larger part of his enemies and oppoſers into power, the 
confuſion was ſuch that his own principles could not poſſibl 
have any effect or influence in the conduct of affairs. If 
ever he fell into a fit of the gout, or if any other cauſe 
withdrew him from public cares, principles directly contrary 
were ſure to predominate. When he had executed his plan, 
he had not an inch of ground to ſtand upon. When he had 
accompliſhed his ſcheme of adminiſtration, he was no longer 
a miniſter. 

When his face was hid but for a moment, his whole ſyſtem 
was on a wide ſea, without chart or compaſs. Ihe gentlemen, 
his particular friends, in various departments of miniftry, with 
a confidence in him which. was juſtified even in its extrava- 
gance, by his ſuperior abilities, had never in any inſtance pre- 
ſumed on any opinion of their own. Deprived of his guiding 
influence, they were whirled about, the ſport of every g ouſt, 
and eaſily driven into any port; and as thoſe who joined with 
them in manning the veſſel were the moſt directly oppoſite to 
his opinions, meaſures, and character, and far the moſt artful 

and moſt powerful of the ſet, they eaſily prevailed, ſo as to 
ſeize upon the moſt vacant, unoccupied, and dereli& minds of 
his friends, and! inſtantly they turned the veſſel wholly out of 


* Suppoſed to allude to lord North and George Cooke, eq. who 


were made joint paymalters in 1766, on the removal of the Rocking- 
Ham adminiſtration, 


the 
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the courſe of his policy, As if it were to inſult as well as 
to betray him, even long before the cloſe of the firſt ſeſſion 
of his adminiſtration, when every thing was publicly tranſ- 
acted, and with great parade in his name, they made an act, 
declaring it highly juſt and expedient to raiſe a revenue in 
America. For even then, eren before the /plendid orb was 
entirely ſet, and while the Weſtern horizon was in a blaze 
with his deſcending glory, on the oppoſite quarter of the hea- 
vens aroſe another luminary (Charles Townſhend), and for his 
hour became lord of the aſcendant, who was officially the re- 
producer of the fatal ſcheme, the unfortunate act to tax 
America for a revenue. | EDM. BURKE. 


This ſplendid orb (as Mr. Burke ftiled him) is now paſled 


and ſet 167 ever. Lord Chatham died on Monday the lith 


of May, 1778. The fame day the houſe of commons, at tlie 
motion of colonel Barre, reſolved, “ That an humble addreſs 
* be preſented to his majeſty, requeſting that he will be 
& graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that the remains of 
„ WILLIAM PiTT EARL of CHATHAM be interred at the 
& public charge; and that a moniment be erected in the col- 
5 legiate church of St. Peter, Weſtminſter, to the memory of 
& that excellent ſtateſman, with an inſcription expreſſive of the 
& public ſenſe of ſo great and irreparable a loſs ; and to aſſure 
5 his majeſty, that this houſe will make good the expences 
“ attending the ſame.” 

May 1 zeh, another motion was made by Mr. Thomas 


Townlhend, and carried unanimouily, 6 That an humble 


« addreſs be preſented to his majeſty, to return his majeſty the 
& thanks of this houſe, for his molt. gracious anſwer to their 
& addreſs of Monday laſt; and to beſeech his majeſty, that he 
e will be graciouſly pleaſed to betow ſome ſignal and laſting 
„ mark of his royal favour on the family of the late Wil 
ce liam Pitt, earl of Chatham; and to aſſure his majeſty, that, 
cc whatever he, from his princely goodnels, ſhall think proper 
© to be granted, this houſe, animated by che gratitude which 
«© they, in common with the reſt of his majeſty” s ſubjects, ſeel 
© towards the inemory of that upright and diſintereſted mi- 
& niſter, and ambitious of giving a teſtimony of their appro- 


£ bation to that public virtuc and ſpirited conduct which di- 


£ refed the councils of this country in tne laſt glorious and 


% ſuccetstul war, will, with the greateſt chearfulneſs, make 
5 good to his majeſty.” 

Many of the members of adminiſtration warmly ſeconded 
the above motions, who always reprobated his political opi- 
nions 
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nions reſpecting America, ſet at nought his counſel, and would 
have no connection with him in the cabinet, 

In conſequence of which addreſs, his majeſty acquainted 
the houſe, "That, being deſirous to comply as ſpeedily as 
e poſſible with the requeſt of his faithful commons, he had 
given directions for granting to the preſent earl of Chatham, 
« and to the heirs of the body of the late William Pitt to 
* whom the carldom may deſcend, an annuity of four thou— 
* ſand pounds per annum, payable out of the civil liſt revenue; 
„ but his majeſty, not having it in his power to extend the 
effect of the ſaid grant beyond the term of his own life, 
© recommends it to the houſe, to conſider of a proper method 
of extending, ſecuring, and annexing the ſame to the ear!- 
& dom of Chatham, in ſuch manner as ſhall be thought moſt 
5 effectual, for the benefit of the family of the ſaid William 
66 Pitt carl of Chatham.” { 

On which meſſage, in a committee of the whole houſe, a 
bill was ordered to be prepared, to perpetuate to the deſcend- 
ants of the late earl this annuity and token of cfteem for his 
fervices to his country. 

May 20th, a common council of the city of London was 
held, when the court came to the following reſolutions : 

+ That it be referred to a committee to prepare a petition 
& to the houſe of commons, in parliament aſſembled, expreſ- 
« five of the gratitude which the court feels for the ſeveral 
tributes paid by them to the memory of the late William 
&« Pitt, carl of Chatham; and repreſenting in the moſt re- 
& ſpectful manner to the ſaid honourable houſe, that this court 
ce intreats their favourable conſtruction of their wiſh, humbly 
c to addreſs his majeſty, that the remains of the ſaid earl of 
* 3 may be depoſited in the cathedral church of St, 
e Paul“. | 


a. vw 


& That 


* A copy of the petition to the honourable houſe of commons, in 
parliament aſſembled, _ | 


© SHEWETH, 


«© THAT your petitioners humbly beg leave to return their grate- 
© ful thanks to this honourable houſe, for the noble and generous 
<. teſtimony which it has borne to the /ervices and merits of the late 
% William Pitt, earl of Chatham. 

& And your petitioners, with all humility, deſire that their zeal 
© may not ſeem unpleaſing to this honourable houle, or be interpreted 
as a wiſh in your petitiovers to vary from the general ſenſe of 
6 their country, as expreſſed in the late votes of this W 

5 ouſe, 
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ce That it is the defire of the court of common council to 
& attend, in their gowns, the funeral of the late William 
c Pitt, earl of Chatham. 

« That a committee be appointed, and immediately with- 
& draw, in order to prepare a letter to the proper officer of 
& the crown, requeſting that ſuch their deſire may be humbly 
ce ſignified to his majeſty, together with the farther prayer, 
& that his majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to order the 
“ neceſſary and timely information to be communicated to 
& them by the proper officer before mentioned,” 

May 27th, the houſe of commons ordered an addreſs to the 
king, That he would order twenty thouſand pounds to be 
« illued for the payment of the earl of Chatham's debts, and 
„ that the houſe will make good the ſame,” 


fy 


* 


His abilities were certainly great, and to him may not un- 
fitly be applied the following character from Shakeſpcar : 


| This man, undoubtedly, 

Was faſhioned to much honour from his cradle, 
He was a ſcholar, and a ripe and good one ; 
Exceeding wiſe, fair ſpoken, and perſuading, 
Lofty and four to all the nation's foes 

To tuch as lov'd our England, ſweet as ſummer, 
Eaſily ſatisfied in gaining wealth, 

But noble in beſtowing it, and free: 

Greatly ambitious in his mind he was, 

For all the ends he aim'd at were his country's, 


% houſe, by their requeſting that the remains of the earl of Chatham 
„ be depoſited in the cathedral church of St. Paul, in the city of 
$ London. | 

« Your petitioners farther repreſent to this honourable houſe, that they 
te entirely feel the delicacy of their ſituation, in conſequence of the 
„ ſeveral meaſures taken by this honourable houſe ; but hope that a 
& favourable interpretation will be put upon any particular marks of 
* oratitude and veneration which the firſt commercial city in the em- 
& pire is earneſt to expreſs towards the ſtateſman, whoſe wigour and 
& counſels had ſo much contributed to the protection and extenſion of 
its commerce. 


6 By order of the court, 


„ R I X. 


I. E T. 


LT. T1 - 2 


1. 0 


Alderman GgRORGE FAULEN*R, Dr. Mapptix, 


Mr. StxTon, Mr. DERRICK, and the Earl 
of ARRAN. 


TO GEORGE FAULKNER, ESQUIRE. 


London, September 17, 1748. 
MY GOOD FRIEND, 


1 AM much obliged to you for the marks of your 
remembrance and friendihip which you ſend me 
from time to time. The Sermon of Robert Hort, A.M. 
1s certainly of a very ſingular nature; but as you do 
not give me your opinion upon it, I ſhall not give you 
mine. Poſſibly indeed we have neither of us formed 
one. Thus much only I will ſay, and that very fin- 
cerely; that if Mr. Hort is in the right, I heartily wiſh 
that you may live to ſee and feel, that general Re/tora- 
tion and Perfection of all things; as by the one you will 
recover your natural Leg; and by the other, the letter 


of your Journal will be as black as ink, and the paper 


as white as ſnow, which I reckon make up the per- 
fection of a Journal. But whatever may be the ſtate 
of printing in thoſe days, however black your letter, 
however white your paper, I obſerve with concern that 
you are not likely to have Mr. Hort's cuſtom or inte- 
reſt, his ſermon being printed by S. Powell. In the 


mean time I hope buſineſs goes on well, and that you 


print and ſeil a great number of books, whether they 
are read or not. If they become but faſhionable furni- 
| FI ture, 
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ture, it will ſerve your purpoſe as well, or it may be 
better ; for if people bought no more books than they 
intended to read, and no more {words than they intended 
to uſe, the two ol trades in Europe would be a Buok- 
ſeller's and a Sword-cutler's; but, luckily for both, 
they are reckoned genteel ornaments. Here has been 
lately publiſhed the firſt volume of a Hiſtory of the 
Popes, by one Mr. Bower, who was a Jeſuit at Rome. 
It is extremely well wrote, and I believe it would be 
very well worth your while to print an octavo edition 
of it at Dublin ; for our edition here 1s a large quarto, 
and conſequently an expenſive one. When finiſhed, it 
will be four quartos v. As yet no leſſer edition has ap- 
peared here. In this, or any other undertaking, I affure 
you, that nobody can wiſh you more ſincerely well, than 


Your friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


As I know you often ſee the Chief Baron, whom [I 
eſteem and honor much, pray make him my compli- 
ments. 


— — 
3 — 


LETTER: 


TO THE SAME. 
Bath, November 11, 1752. 
MY GOOD FRIEND, 


You) judged very rightly (as you always 20) in 
| thinking that I have the greateſt eſteem for the 
works of the biſhop of Cloyne, and you acted very 
kindly (as you always do too) in ſending them to me; 
I have fince received them from the biſhop himſelf, 


* The work was not completed under ſeven volumes quorto; aud, 
though endeavoured to be deprectated by the Papiſts, it is the veſt 
performance of the kind extanr. 


but 
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but feloniouſly printed in London by Tonſon and Drae 
per, and like moſt ſtolen goods ſtrangely altered and 
diſguiſed, as well by larger and whiter paper, as by ink 
of the blackeſt dye. I always expect your pacquets 
with impatience, and receive them with plcaſure 5 but 
that pleaſure would be much more complete, if ſome 
productions of your own now and then accompanied the 
excellent ones which you ſend me of other people. I 
muſt freely tell you that you have been long enough the 
celebrated and ſucceſsful man- midwiſe of other people's 
conceptions ; and it is now high time that you ſhould 
take up the other end of the buſineſs, and beget, con- 
ccive, and bear fruit, yourſelf, The molt illuſtrious of 
your predeceſſors did ſo. The Stephens's, the Alduſes, 
and many others, acted as men-midwives to the greateſt 
authors, but then they acted as men too, and begot, as 
well as delivered : and indeed there is fuch a relation 
and connection between theſe two operations, that it is 
next to impoſſible that one, who has been fo able as 
you have been in the one, ſhould be deficient in the 
other. You have, moreover, one advantage which the 
greateſt of your typographical predeceſſors had not. 
"They were never perſonally acquainted with Horace, 
Virgil, Cicero, and others, whoſe productions they 
brought to light, but were obliged to exhibit them in 
the, always imperfect, often deformed, ſtate in which 
they found them, in ragged and worm-eaten vellum and 
parchment. Whereas you have been always at the 
fountain-head; you have not only printed and read, 
but you have heard Swift, Berkeley, and all the beſt 
authors of the Iriſh Auguſtan age. You have con- 
verſed with, you have been informed, and ro my know- 
ledge conſulted by, them. | Should you aſk me, my 
friend, what ſort of work I would particularly point 
out to you, I can only anfwer, conſult your genius, 
which will beſt direct you; if it does not lead you, or 
rather hurry you, whether you will or not, into poctry, 
do not attempt verſe, but take the more common man- 
ner of writing, which is profe. Cicero himſelf had 

better 
6 | 
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better have done ſo. A Typographia Hibernica, which 
no man in the kingdom 1s more capable of doing well 
than yourſelf, would be a uſeful work, and becoming 
your character. I do not recommend to you any Judi- 
crous performances; they muſt flow naturally, or they 
are good for nothing; and though, were it only by 
your long and amicable colliſion with Sheridan, Delany, 
Swift, and others, you muſt he very ftrongly impreg- 
nated with particles of wit and humour, yet I take 
your natural turn to be grave and philoſophical. A 
collection of Anas would admit of all ſubjects, and in 
a volume or two of Swiftiana, you might both give and 
take a ſample of yourſelf, by flipping in ſome Faulk- 
neriana ; the ſucceſs of which would, I am perſuaded, 
engage you to go further. Biography ſhonld in my 
mind be your next ſtep, for which you appear to be 
thoroughly qualified, by the clear and impartial ac- 
counts which your hebdomadal labours give of the 
deaths of all people of note. Hiſtory would ſoon fol- 
tow, which in truth you have been writing theſe many 
years, though perhaps without thinking to; what 1s 
hiſtory bur a collection of facts and dates? Your 
Journal is a collection of facts and dates; then, what 
is your Journal but hiſtory? Our friend the chief 
baron, with whom I have often talked upon this ſubject, 
has always agrecd with me, that in the fitneſs of things 
it was neceſlary you thould be an Author; and I am 
very fure, that if you conſult him he will join with me 
in exhorting you to ſet about it forthwith. Whenever 
you aſſume that character, I claim a very ſtrong dedi- 
cation with the firſt copy of the work, as an old friend, 
which, joking apart, I ſincerely am, and 


Your humble Servant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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LET T5 
TO T-HE-8AMF. 


Blackheath, September 15, 1753. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, | 


HOUGH I am very ſorry for your quarrels in 

Ireland, by which J am ſure the public muſt 
ſuffer, let who will prevail; J gladly accept your kind 
offer of ſending me the controverſial productions of the 
belligerent parties. Pray do not think any of thoſe 
polemical pieces too low, too grub: ſtreet, or too ſcur- 
rilous, to ſend me, for J have leiſure to read them all, 
and prefer them infinitely to all other controverſial per- 
formances. I have often wiſhed, and wiſh it more now 
than ever, that you were in parliament, where, in my 
opinion, your coolneſs, gravity, and impartiality, would 
greatly contribute to calm if not to cure thoſe animo- 
ſities. Virgil ſeems prophetically to have pointed at 
you, in his deſcription of a perſon qualified to ſooth 
and moderate popular tumults. Thele are the lines, 
which will perhaps be more intelligible to us both in 
Dryden's tranſlation, than in the original: 


If then ſome grave and pious man appear, 
They huſh their noiſe, and lend a liſtening ear; 
He ſooths with ſober words their angry mood, 
And quenches their innate defire of blood. 


I am not very ſuperſtitious, but I am perſuaded that, 


if you were to try the Sortes Virgiliane, you would 
open the book at that very place. That mcomparable 
and religious prince, king Charles the firſt, conſulted 
them with great faith, and to his great information. 
There is one thing which I would much rather know, 
than all contending parties in Ireland tay or write againſt 


each other, and that is, your real ſentiments upon the 


whole; but all that I know of them is, that 1 never 
mall know them eh vour canduul, and fuch is your 
cautions 
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caution. The celebrated Atticus ſeems to me to have 
been your prototype. He kept well with all parties, 
ſo do you; he was truſted and conſulted by individuals 
on all ſides, ſo are you; he wrote ſome hiſtories, ſo 
have you; he was the moſt eminent bookſeller of the 
age he lived in, ſo are you; and he died immenſely 
rich, and ſo will you. It is true he was a knight, and 
you are not, but that you know is your own fault; and 
he was an epicurean, and you are a ſtoic. 

For the next ſeven weeks pray direct your pacquets 
to me at Bath, where I am going next week, as deaf as 
ever your friend the Dean was, and full as much, 
though not ſo profitably, 


Your friend and Servant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


Pray make my compliments to our friend Mr, Briſtow 
when you ſee him. | 


EE T ( 


TO TRE SAME. 
| London, April 13, 1754. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, | 


＋ HES E things never happened to your prototype 
Atticus, even in the height and rage of the civil 
diſſentions at Rome; and yet I will venture to affirm, 
that he neither was, nor could be, more prudent, cau— 
tious, and eircumſpect, than yourſelf, But there is a 
chance, a fatality, which we cannot define, that attends 
particular men, and particular times. Pompey the 
Great was publicly inſulted upon the Roman ſtage, and 
the actor obliged to repeat that part a ſecond and a 
third time; and you, my friend, it ſeems, have an 
moſt 
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moſt unaccountably, and unjuſtly I will add, diſturbed 
for a flight omiſſion in your weekly hiſtorical labours. 
I have upon this occaſion ſearched for precedents 
among all the beſt Greek and Latin hiſtorians, and I 
cannot find the drinking of any one political health 
recorded by any one of them. Perhaps the Greeks and 
Romans had not parts enough to invent thofe ingenious 
toaſts which make ſo ſhining a figure in the late annals 
of Ireland; and poſſibly it might not occur to them, 
that the health of any particular day, or event Jong 
pait, could with any propriety be drunk ; or perhaps 
the injudicious hiſtorians might think the mention of 
them below the dignity of hiſtory ; but be that as it 
will, it is certain that neither Thucydides, Xenophon, 
Livy, nor Tacitus, ſay one word of bumpers, toaſts, 
political, loyal, or patriot healths. You ſtand there- 
fore fully juſtified by precedents. But however, as 
wiſe men will, to a certain degree, conform to prevail- 
ing, though perhaps abſurd, cuſtoms, why ſhould you 
not repair your omiſhon by a more minute and cir- 
cumſtantial account of thoſe elegant drinking-bouts, or 
Sympoſra, than any of your co-temporary hiſtorians have 
yet thought fit to give? Why not relate circumſtantially 
the convivial wit and urbanity of thoſe polite compo- 
tations, the ſerious, the jocular, the ironical, and ſatiri- 
cal toaſts, the numbers of bottles guzzled down and 
ſpewed up again, the political diſcourſes and plans of 
government attempted, and now and then interrupted 
by hiccups and ſour eructations, the downfal of heroes 
weltering in their vomit, and in ſhort the exact detail of 
thoſe Noctes Attice, The ityle of your late friend the 
Dean, of which you are maſter, ſeems admirably 
adapted to this deſcriptive part of your hiſtorical works, 
and one way or another you would pleale all your 
readers by it. The performers themſelves muſt be glad 
to ſee their atchievements recorded and tranſmitted to 
poſterity. Their enemies perhaps (ſuch is the malignity 
of the human heart) would not be ſorry. Only ſober 
people would or could obje& to it; and they are too 
few, aud too inconſiderable, to deſer ve your attention. 

The 
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The riot at the play-houſe was ſo extraordinary a 
one, and laſted ſo long, that I cannot imagine where 
the civil magiſtrate, aſſiſted by the military force, was 
all that time; I am ſorry for Sheridan's loſs, but I carry 
my thoughts much farther ; and I conſider all theſe 
events, as they may in their confequences affect you; 
the precedent ſeems a dangerous one, and proximus ardei 
Eucalegon. I take the play-houſe to be the ſhop of 
the proprietor, and the plays that he acts his goods, 
which thoſe that do not like them are not obliged to 
take, and need not go to his ſhop; but thoſe who enter 
it forcibly, deſtroy his ſcenes, benches, &c. are perhaps 
a more dangerous ſort of ſhop-lifters. Now conſider, 
my friend, the near relation that there is between your 
ſhop and Mr. Sheridan's. You have, I believe; printed 
all that he has ever ated, and a great deal more. If 
therefore theſe vigorous cor rectors of the theatre ſhould 
take it into their heads to be likewiſe the correctors of 
your preſs, what might be the conſequence? T will 
not anticipate by conjectures ſo gloomy a ſcene, but I 
will only ſay with the biſhop of St. Aſaph—our enemies 
will tell us with pleaſure. 

Pray ſend me your bill for the innumerable pamph- 
lets, ſheets, and half-ſheets, which you have been fo 
kind to tranſmit to me from Dublin; I have, being very 
idle, read them all, and cannot fay that many of them 
entertained me; bur all together they gave me ſerious 
concern, to find a people that I love ſo divided and 
diſtracted by party feuds and animoſities, of which in 
the mean time the public is the victim. That Provi- 
dence and your own prudence may protect herd is {in- 
cerely wiſhed by, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


G 2 LE T- 
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LETT T6 8:5 


O0 8 8 
London, January 16, 1759. 


MY WORTHY: -FRIEND, 


FIND with pleaſure that you do not forget your 
old friends, though become ulcicls to you, to them- 
ſelves, and to the whole world. Dr. Lawſon's lectures, 
which I received from you laſt week, were a moſt wel- 
come proof of it. I have read them with all the {atis- 
faction that I expected, from my knowledge and eſtecny 
of the author. His deſign is laudable, and Lis endea- 
vours able, but yet I will not an{wer for his ſucceſs. 
His plan requires much {tudy and application, and con- 
iequently much time; three things that {ew people will 
care to beſtow upon ſo trifling an accompliſhment as 
that of ſpeaking well. For in truth, what is the uſe 
of ſpeaking but to be underitood ? and if one is un- 
derſtood, ſurely one ſpeaks well enough of all con- 
ſcience. But allowing a certain degree of eloquence 
to be deſirable upon "fome occaſions, there is a much 
caſter and ſhorter way of coming at it than that which 
Dr. Lawſon propoſes; for Horace ſays (and Horace 
you know can never be in the wrong) Tæcundi caliccs 
quem non fecere diſertum? Now it a man has nothing 
to do but to drink a great deal, in order to be eloquent 
(that is as long as he can ſpeak at all) I. will venture 
to ſay, that Ireland will be, what ancient Greece was, 
the moſt eloquent nation in the world without Dr. 
Lawſon's aſfiſtance, and even without loſs of time and 
buſineſs. I muſt obſerve to you by the way, that the 
Roman Calix was not a certain ſtated meaſure, but {ig- 
nified a glaſs, a tumbler, a pot, or any veffel that con- 
tained wine, ſo that, by the rule of pars pro toto, it may 
perhaps be extended to a copper, which contains a 
torrent of this potable eloquence. However, make 
my compliments to Dr. Lauſon, and return him my 
thanks 


5 
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thanks for the flattering mention he has made of me 
in his excellent Work; I with I deſerved it as well as 
he did ſomething which he bas not got. 


I am your faichful friend, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


L-© 0-5-1, 


10 THE SAFE 


London, February 7, 1760. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 


JE mean all theſe diſturbances in Ireland ? I 
fear you do not exert, for | cannot ſuppoſe that 
you have loſt, that authority which your impartiality, 
dignity, and gravity, , had fo deſervedly procured you. 
You know I always conſidered Virgil's pietate gravent 


virum as your prototype; and, like him, you have al- 


layed former popular commotions, and calmed civil 
diſturbances. You will perhaps tell me, that no dig- 
nity, no authority whatſoever, can reſtrain or quiet the 
fury of a multitude drunk with whiſky. But then 
if you cannot, who can? Will the multitude, enraged 
with whiſky, be checked and kept within bounds "by 
their betters, who are full as drunk as they are, only 
with claret? No. You are the only ncutral power now 
in Ireland, equally untainted by the outrageous effects 


of whiſky, or the dull ſupefattion of claret; and 
therefore I require from you, 75 guid detrimenti capiat 


Reſpublica. Capeſſe Rempublicam | 


Do you really mean to turn my head with the re- 


peared doſes of flattery which you have lately ſent me? 

Conſider, that long illneſs has weakened it, and that it 

has now none of the ballaſt which yours has to keen 
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it ſteady. It is ſo apt to turn of itſelf, that the leaſt 
breeze of flattery may over-ſet it. But perhaps there 
may be ſome degree of ſelf- love in your caſe; for in 
truth, I was the only lord lieutenant that you ever ab- 
ſolutely governed ; but do not mention this, becauſe I 
am ſaid to have had no favourite, 

Let me adviſe you as a friend not to engage too 
deep in the expence of a new and pompous quarto 
edition of your friend Swift. I think you may chance 
ta be, what perhaps you would not chooſe to be, a 
conſiderable loſer by it. Whoſoever in the three 
kingdoms has any books at all, has Swift; and, unleſs 
you have ſome new pieces, and thoſe too not trifling 
ones, to add, people will not throw away their preſent 
handy and portable octavos, for expenſive and unwieldy 
quartos. How far indeed the name (you are ſo much 
ſuperior to quibbles, that you can bear, and ſometimes 
even ſmile at them) of quarios may help them off in 
Ireland, I cannot pretend to fay. After all this, I am 
yery ſeriouſly, 


Your faithful fiiend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


F 


TO THE SAME: 
London, July 1, 1762. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 


Feen my time down to the preſent, you have been 
1 in poſſeſſion of governing the governors of Ire- 
land, whenever you have thought fit to meddle with 
buſineſs; and if you had meddled more with ſome, it 
might perhaps have been better for them, and better 
for Ireland. A proof of this truth is, than an c go- 

yernar 
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vernor no ſooner received your commands than he ſent 
them to the in governor, who, without delay, returned 
him the incloſed anſwer, by which you know what you 
have to do. „ 
I ſend you no news from hence, as it appears by 

your Journal, that you are much better informed of all 
that paſſes, and of all that does not paſs, than I am; 
but one piece of news I look upon myſelf in duty bound 
to communicate to you, as it relates ſingly to yourſelf. 
Would you think it? Mr. Foote, who, if I miſtake not, 
was one of your Sympoſion while you was in London, 
and if ſo the worſe man he, takes you off, as it is vul- 
garly called, that is, acts you in his new Farce, called 
The Orators. As the government here cannot properly 
take notice of it, would it be amiſs that you ſhould 
ſhew ſome ſpirit upon this occaſion, either by way of 
ſtricture, contempt, or by bringing an action againſt 
him? I do not mean for writing the ſaid Farce, but 
for acting it. The doctrine of ſcribere eſt agere was 
looked upon as too hard in the caſe of Algernoon Sid- 
ney ; but my lord Coke in his incomparable notes upon 
Littleton, my lord chief juſtice Hales in his Pleas of the 
Crown, my lord Vaughan, Salkeld, and in ſhort all the 
greateſt men of the law, do, with their uſual perſpi- 
cuity and preciſion, lay it down for law that agere , 
agere. And this is exactly Mr. Foote's caſe with regard 
to you; therefore any orders that you ſhall think fit to 
ſend me in this affair, as to retaining counſel, filing a 
| bill of Faulkner verſus Foote, or bringing a common 
action upon the caſe, which I ſhould think would be 
the beſt of all, the caſe itſelf being actionable, ſhall be 
punctually executed by, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


G 4 EE . 
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London, January 4, 1763. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 


ANY thanks to you for your letter, many thanks 

to you for your almanack, and more thanks to 
you for your friend Swift's works; in which laſt, to 
borrow an expreſſion of Cibber's, you have outdone 
your uſual outdoings ; for the paper is whit-tſh, and the 
ink is black-iſh. I only wiſh that the margin had been 
a little broader; however, without flattery, it beats 
Elzevir, Aldus, Vaſcoſan ; and I make no doubt but 
that, in ſeven or eight hundred years, the learned and 
the curious in thoſe times will, like the learned and 
the curious in theſe, who prefer the impreſſion of a 
book to the matter of it, collect with pains and expence 
all the books that were publiſhed ex Typographia 
Faulkneriana.—But I am impatient to congratulate you 
upon Four late triumph ; you have made (if you will 
forgive a quibble upon ſo ſerious a ſubject) your enemy 
your footſtool; a victory which the divine Socrates had 
not influence enough to obtain at Athens over Ariſto- 
phanes; nor the great Pompey at Rome, over the actor 
who had the inſolence to abuſe him under the name of 
Magnus, by which he was univerſally known, and to 
tell him from the ſtage, Miſeriis naſtris Magnus Magnus 
es. A man of leſs philoſophy than yourfelt would per- 
haps have chaſtiſed Mr. Foote corporally, and have 
made him feel that your wooden leg which he mimicked 
had an avenging arm to protect it; but you ſcorned ſo 
inglorious a victory, and called juſtice and the laws of 
your country to puniſh the criminal, and to avenge 


your cauſe. You triumphed ; and I heartily join my 


weak voice to the loud acclamations of the good citi- 
zens of Dublin upon this occaſion. I rake it for granted 
that ſome of your many tributary wits have already 

preſented 
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preſented you with gratulatory poems, odes, &c. upon 
this ſubject: I own I had ſome thoughts myſelf of in- 
ſcribing a ſhort poem to you upon your triumph ; bur, 
to tell you the truth, when I had writ not above two 
thouſand verſes of it, my muſe forſook me, my poetic 
vein ſtopped, I threw away my pen, and I burned my 
cog to the irreparable Joſs not only of the preſent 

age, but alſo of lateſt poſterity. 

I very ſeriouſly and fincerely wiſh you a great many 
very happy new years, and am, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 
GHESTEKFLIELD, 


I like your meſſenger, young Dunkin, mightily ; ; hy 
js a very feniible well-behaved young man, 


, RO 


O THE MMX. 
London, May 22, 1766. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 


Y O U reproach me gently, but with ſeeming jquſtice, 
for my long ſilence: J confeſs the fact; but think 
that I can, in ſome degree at leaſt, excuſe it. I am 


grown very old, and both my mind and my body teel 
the ſad effects of old age. All the parts of my body 
now refuſe me their former aſſiſtance, and my mind (if 
i may uſe that expreſſion) ſtutters and is as unready as 
any part of my body. Under theſe circumſtances, it is 
no wonder that I delayed writing to ſuch a critic and 
philoſopher as you are. However, I will now truſt to 
your indulgence, 

thank you for the book you ſent me, in which there 
is great labour and great learning; but I confeſs that 
it 
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it is a great deal above me, and I am now too old to 
begin to learn Celtick. 

Your ſeptennial patriotick bill is unfortunateiy loſt 
here, and I humbly preſume to the great joy of the 
patriots who brought it in; to whom one may apply 
what has hitherto been charged as a blunder upon our 
country, that they have got a loſs. It is not the caſe 
with a Habeas Corpus act, if you can ever get one, and 
were nobody wiſer than I, you ſhould have one to-day ; 
for I think every human creature has a right to liberty, 
which cannot with juſtice be taken from him, unleſs he 
forfeits it by ſome crime. 

I cannot help obſerving, and with ſome ſatisfaction, 
that Heaven has avenged your cauſe, as well and till 
more ſeyerely than the courts of temporal juſtice in 
Ireland did, having puniſhed your adverſary Foote in 
the part offending. The vulgar ſaying, that mocking 
is catching, 1s verified in his caſe: you may in your 
turn mock him, without danger to your adopted leg. 

Adieu, my good friend, be as well as ever you can, 
and as ſerenely chearful as you pleaſe. I need not bid 
you grow rich, for you have taken good care of that 
already; and, if you were now to grow richer, you 
would be overgrown, and after all, eſt modus in rebus. 
I am very ſeriouſly and truly, 


Your faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD; 


AQ 7A th 


ORD CHESTERFIELD ſends his compliments to 

his good friend Mr. Faulkner; hungers and thirſts 
| after him; and hopes that he will take ſome mutron 
| with him at Blackheath, any day or days that he has 
leiſure. | 


Blackheath, Auguſt 13, 1766, 


| LET. 
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TO THE SAME. 


London, July 7, 1767. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 


1 AM to thank you, and I heartily do thank you, for 
your kind and welcome preſent. You have cloathed 
your old friend the Dean very richly, and ſuitably to 
his merit, and your own preſent dignity ; but, after all, 
the poor Dean pays dear for his own fame, ſince every 
ſcrap of paper of his, every rebus, quibble, pun, and 
converſation- joke, is to be publiſhed, becauſe it was his. 
It is true his Bagatelies are much better than other 
people's; but ſtill many of them, I believe, he would 
have been ſorry to have had publiſhed. How does your 
new dignity agree with you? do you manfully with- 
ſtand the attacks of claret? or do you run into the 
danger, to avoid the apprehenſion? You may ſet the 
faſhion of ſobriety if you pleaſe, and a ſingular one it 
will be; for I dare ſay that in the records of Dublin 
there is no one inſtance to be found of a ſober high- 
ſnherift. Remember Sir William Temple's rule; and 
conſider, that every glaſs of wine that you drink beyond 
the third is for Foote, the only enemy that I believe 
you have in the world. I am ſure you have a friend, 
though a very uſeleſs one, in 


Your faithful ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


I hope your fair tcllow-traveller is well, 


L E T- 
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| PR T1 (W 


Uf 
London, March 25, 1769. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 


A VIOLENT inflammation in my eyes, which is 
not yet quite removed, hindered me from acknow- 
ledging your laſt letter ſooner ; I regretted this delay 
the more, as I was extremely impatient to return, 
through you, my heartieſt thanks to the Dublin Society, 
for the honor they have done me, by remembering in 
fo advantageous a manner, and after ſo long an interval, 
an old and hearty friend and well- wiſher. Pray tell 
them, that I am much prouder of the place they have 
given me amongſt thoſe excellent citizens, my old friends 
Prior, Madden, Switt, &c. who benefited and improved 
mankind, than I ſhould be of one amongſt heroes, con- 
querors, and monarchs, who generally diſturb and de— 

ſtroy their ſpecies. I did nothing for the ſociety but 
what every body, in my then ſituation, muſt and would 
have done; fo that I have not the leaſt merit upon that 
ſcore ; and I was aware that jobbs would creep into the 
Society, as they do now into every ſociety in England, 
as well as in Ireland, but neither that fear nor that dan- 
ger ſhould hinder one from founding or engouraging 
eſtabliſhments that are in the main uſeful. Conſidering 


the times, I am afraid it is neceſſary that jobbs ſhould 
come; and all one can do is to ſay, woe be to him from 


whom the jobb cometh; and to extract what public 
good one can out of it. You give me great pleaſure in 
telling me that drinking is a good deal leſſencd; may 
it diminiſh more and more every day! I am convinced, 
that, could an exact calculation be made of what Ire- 
land has loſt within theſe laſt fifty years in its trade, 
manufactures, manners, and morals, by drunkenneſs, the 
ſum total would frighten the molt determined guzzler 
of eicher claret or whiſky, into ſobriety. 

I have 
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I have received, and thank you for, the volumes you 
ſent me of Swift, whom you have enriched me with 
in every ſhape and ſize. Your liberality makes me 
alhamed, and I could wiſh that you would rather be my 
bo-k-ſeller than my book-giver. Adieu, I am very ſin- 
cerely, | 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


EE 


10 THE S AME. 
London, January 2, 1770. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 


FT RETURN you many thanks for your letter, with 


& the incioſed papers which I received yeſterday. You | 


ſay with great truth that you are all in confuſion in 
Ireland ; but 1 will ſay nothipg upon that ſubject. I am 
much obliged to the Dublin Society for thinking my 
bufto worth putting up among ſo many better heads: 
my head never did ireland much good; but, upon my 
word, my heart always wiſhed it, and if it loves me a 
little, it is but love for love. There is a ſpirit of dif- 
ſatisfaction among you; but I hope it will not run into 
faction, which is too much the cafe in England at pre- 
ſent; be angry, but fin not. I am ſorry to find, by 
your votes, that you perſiſt in your militia ſcheme.. Of 
your tive or fix thonſand militia men there will be at 
leaſt one half Papilis; and would you put arms into 
their hands, and diſcipline in their heads? Thoſe who 
were the moſt for the militia here at firſt are fick of it 
now, and have at lait found our that it is only an addi— 
tion of thirty thoufand men to our regular army of 
twenty thouſand, and full as dangerous to the conſti— 
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tution. I find every day, more and more, that it is not 
without reaſon, that many years ago I looked upon you 
as the Atticus of Ireland; for in all theſe buſtles you 
ſtand unmoved, and uncenſurable, and enjoy the ſtorm 
by growing very rich in the midſt of it. Adieu, and 
many happy new years to you! I am very ſincerely, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


—_ 


LET TERM: 


E Q::-T-HRE S AME. 


Cheſterfield- Houſe, March 11, 1771. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 


E © H E indifferent ſtate of my health at preſent will 
only allow me to thank you (and that not with 
my own hand) for your friendly letter, with that from 
your friend to you, which I return you here incloſed, 
according to your delire. 

I now ſee your Iriſh affairs at too great a diſtance, 
both of time and place, to form any juſt opinion upon 
them; but this I will confeſs to you, that the preſent 
| fituation does not at all flatter my good wiſhes for the 
peace and proſperity of Ireland. I hope things will 
mend, and I am ſure there is great room for them to do 
ſo. Adieu, my friend. | ain, moſt fincerely and faith- 
fully, | 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LEY. 


accidentally ſcribbled in my youth, in the chearfulneſs 
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„ W-M XIV. 


TO THE REV. DR. SAMUEL MADDEN. 


London, September 15, 1748. 
S I R, 


1 AM very ſenſibly affected with the late mark which 
you have given me of your remembrance and friend- 
ſhip. I aſſure you that I deſerve them both, as far as 

hs trueſt regard for your parts and merit can entitle 

me to them. | | 

Your Poem, of which I have read the firſt Canto | 

with equal pleaſure and attention, has (without any | 

compliment to you) a great deal of wit and invention 

in it: the characters are perfectly well preſerved ; and 

the moral, which it is eaſy to foreſce from the firſt 

Canto, is excellent. You cannot doubt of my being 

proud to have ſuch a performance addreſſed to me 

and I ſhould be prouder of it ſtill, if the Author's name 

were to appear; but, as your friend, I muſt confels, 

that I think you in the right to conceal it; for, though 

the moral be good, yer, as the propriety of characters 

has obliged you to put ſome warm expreſſions in the 
mouths of Venus and Cupid, fome filly or malicious 

people might lay hold of them, and quote them to your 

diſadvantage. As to the Dedication, I muſt tell vou 

very ſincerely, and without the leaſt falſe modeſty, 8 

I heartily with you would lower it: the honeſt warmth | 

of your friendſhip makes you view me in a more par- 

tial light than other people do, or, upon my word, than 

I do myſelf. The tew light, trifling things that have 


of company, or ſometimes (it may be) inſpired by wine, 
do by no means entitle me to the compliments which 
you make me as an author; and my own vanity is ſo 
far from deceiving me upon that ſubject, that I repent. 
of what I have ſhewn, and only value myfelf upon 
what I have had the prudence to burn. 


2 Though 
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Though my cares for Ireland are ceaſed, you do me 
but juſtice in being convinced that my wiſhes for the 

roſperity of that country will ceaſe but with my life. 
The beſt wiſh that I could form for it would be, that 
half its inhabitants are like you: nay, I would com- 
pound for twenty who would, like you, devote their 
thoughts, their time, and a proportionable ſhare of 
their fortunes, to the public good. Your late conſi- 
derable benefaction to Dublin College will be a perpe- 
tual monument of your public ſpirit, and your love of 
mankind. How greatly would arts and tciences flouriſh 
in Ireland, if thoſe who are much better able than 
you are would contribute but half as much as you do 
to their improvement! You ſhine, indeed, the more 
for it; but | know you well enough to know, that you 
would rather prodeſſe quam conſpici. The Iriſh may be 
a rich and happy people, bona ſi ſua norint, Free from 
the heavy load of debts and taxes under which the 
Engliſh groan, as fit for arts, ſciences, induſtry, and la- 
bour, as any people in the world, they might, notwirh- 
ſtanding ſome hard reſtraints which England, by a 
miſtaken policy, has laid them under, puſh. ſeveral 
branches of trade to great perfection and profit; and 
not only ſupply themſelves with every thing they want, 
but other nations too with many things. But jobbs and 
claret engroſs and ruin the people of faſhion, and the 
ordinary people (as is uſual in every country) imitate 
them in little momentary and miſtaken views of preſent 
profit, and in whitky. As to the incorporating by 
Charter the Dublin Society, I fee many advantages that 
might ariſe from it; but I muſt at the ſame time own, 
that I foreſee ſome dangers too. Jobbs have hitherto 
always accompanied charters, however they may have 
been calculated to prevent them. The Dublin Society 
has hitherto gone on extremely well, and done infinite 
good: why ! Becauſe, that not being a permanent, in- 
- corporated ſociety, and having no employments to diſ- 
pole: of, and depending only for their exiſtence on their 
own good behaviour, it was not a theatre for jobbers 

to thew their ſkill upon; but, when once eſtabliſhed 


by 
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by Charter, the very advantages which are expected from, 
and which, I believe, will attend that Charter, I fear 
may prove fatal. It may then become an object of 
party, and Parliamentary views (for you khow how low 
they ſtoop) ; in which caſe it will become ſubſervient to 
the worſt inſtead of the beſt deſigns. Remember the 
Linen-board, where the paltry dividend of a little flax- 
ſeed was become the ſeed of jobbs, which indeed pro- 
duced one hundred fold. However, I ſubmit my fears 
to your hopes; and will do-all thar I can to promote 
that Charter which you, who I am ſure have confidered 
it in every light, ſeem ſo deſirous of. Mr. Maccautey, 
who is now here, has brought over the rough draughr 


of a Charter, which he and I are to meet and conſtder 


of next week. I hope your worthy fellow-labourers, 
and my worthy friends, the biſhop of Meath and Mr. 
Prior, are well. May you long be ſo, for the good of 
mankind, and for the particular ſatis faction of, 


Your molt fincere friend and faithful ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


I hope you will ſend me the other Cantos by proper 
opportunities, for I long to fce them. 


Ei REN Ree (Ty + AV. 


TO THE s AM E. 


| London, November 29, 1748. 
S T R, 5 


A RETURN of my old complaint of vertigos and 
pains in my head, which ſent me to Bath, from 


whence I am but lately arrived here, and that with leſs 
benefit than i hoped for, delayed till now my acknow- 
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ledgements for your laſt friendly letter which accom- 
panied the remainder of your poem. I read it with 
great pleaſure, and not without ſome ſurprize, to find 
a work of that length continued to the end with the 
ſame ſpirit and fire with which it begins. Horace's 
great rule of qualis ab incæpto was, I believe, never 
better obſerved. If the public receive the ſame plea- 
ſure from it that I have done, you will have the fatis- 
faction of having diſcharged every office towards man- 
kind that a private citizen of the world is capable of. 
Your example, your fortune, and your genius, will all 
have been devoted to the ſervice, the improvement, 
and the rational pleaſures, of your fcllow-creatures. 

I make no doubt but that the Charter for the Dublin 
Society, when once you have formed it properly among 
yourſelves, will be granted here; and, upon the whole, 
I am much for it, and will promote it to my power 
not but that I foreſee ſome danger on that fide of the 
queſtion too. Abuſes have alſo hitherto crept into cor- 
porate bodies, and will probably, in time, creep into 
this too : but I hope that it will have ſuch an effect, at 
firſt, as to make the future abuſes of leſs conſequence. 
The draught, which Mr. Maccauley ſhewed me here, 
of the Charter, ſeems to have all the proviſions in it 
that human prudence can make againſt human iniquity. 

Good health and long life attend you, my good 
friend, for the ſake of mankind in general, and of that 
country in particular, which will ever have a great ſhare 


of the warmeſt wiſhes of, 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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. XVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 15, 1749. 
SIR, 


OU are, I am ſure, too well perſuaded of my ſin- 

cere regard and friendſhip for you, to impute my 
late filence to negligence or forgetfulneſs: but two 
concurrent cauſes have hindered me from acknowledg- 
ing your two laſt letters; the one was the ill ſtate of 
my health; the other was the unſertled ſtate of my 
perſon, in my migration from my old houſe to my new 
one, where I have hardly yet got pen, ink, Ve. and 
a table. This latter has, I believe, been atteſted to you 
by your ſon, who ſaw me unfurniſhed in my old houſe, 
and ſince unſettled in my new one. I have (as I told 
him that I would) executed your orders with regard to 
my bookſellers: I have told them, more fully than 1 
can tell you, my thoughts of the work, and have 
raiſed their impatience for ſome of the copies, for 
which they will treat with your printer. How they 
will ſell (conſidering the whimſical and uncertain deci- 
ſion of the public in thoſe matters) I do not know; 
but how they ought to ſell, if the public judges right, 
I well know: for I never ſaw more wit, fancy, and 
imagination, upon any one ſingle ſubject. Every one 
of your alterations are, in my opinion, for the better, 
_ excepting thoſe which you ſay you have made in my 
favour, and in which I fear, the public will too juſtly 
difter from you : your partiality to me had carried you 
but too far before. I congratulate both you and Ire- 
land moſt heartily, upon the increaſing fruits of your 
labours for the public good; for I am informed from 
all hands, that a ſpirit of induſtry diffuſes itſelf through 
all Ireland, the linen manufacture gains ground daily 
in the South and South- weit, and new manufactures 
ariſe in different parts of the kingdom; all which, 1 
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will venture to ſay, is originally owing to your judicious 
and indefatigable endeavours for the good of your 
country. You know the nature of mankind in general, 
and of our countrymen in particular (for J ſtill think 
and call myſelf an Iriſhman}, well enough to know, that 
the invitation by premums would be much more effec- 
tual than laws, or remote contiderations of general pub- 
lic good, upon which few people reaſon well enough 
to be convinced that their own folid, private intereſt 
eflentially depends. The Dublin Society, and, in par- 
ticular, my good friends the biſhop of Meath,” and 
Prior, have ſeconded you very well; and it is not ſaying 
too much of them to ſay, that they deſerve better of 
Ireland than any one other ſct of men in it; I will not 
even except the puriiament. . Ihe premiums for flax- 
ſeed raiſed, inſtead of hg former iniquitous diſtribution 
of it, have, I am told and believe, had very good 
conſequences | ior the linen. manufacture. And, as there 
was an infamous jobb got the better of, I am in hopes 
that all jobbs will be hindered from creeping into that 
excellent eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Charter-ſchools, 
which, if it be kept pure but for ſome years, will have 
a prodigious. eſtect as to the religious and political ſtate 
of Ireland; but it once Proteſtant children ſlip into 
thoſe ſchools, as Was attempted in my time, the end 
of their inſlitution ceaies. I hope the univerſity of 
Dublin, that enjoys a ſhare of your premiums, deſerves 
them. Our two Univerſities, at leaſt, will do it no 
hurt, ualets by their examples; for I cannot believe 
that their preſent reputations will invite people in Ire— 
land to fend their ſons there. The one (Cambridge) is 
ſunk into the loweſt obſcurity; and the exiſtence of 
Oxford would not be known, if it were not for the 
treaſonable ſpirit publicly avowed, and often exerted 
there. The Univerſity of Dublin has this great ad- 
vantage over ours; it is one compact body, under the 
eye and authority of one head, who, if he is a good 
One, can enforce order and diſcipline, and eſtabliſh the 
public exerciſes as he thinks proper; among which the 
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purity and elegance of the Engliſh language ought to 
be particularly attended to: for there you arc apt to 
fail in Ireland. But I trouble you too long upon ſub— 
jest of which you are a much better judoc thar I am, 

and upon the ſpot to obſerve. My thoughts are only 
Pug cenſet amiculus; and I give them you, Ut þ cactus 
iter monſlrare velit. My withes for the proſperity of 
your country are as warm and as fincere as the fenti- 
ments of regard, eſteem, and friendihip, with which 


I 


1 am, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


CTT XVII. 


TO MR. SEXTON, LIMERICK. 
London, April 8, 1752. 
SIR, 


AM ſincerely glad of the reward and encouragment 
which your induſtry hath met. I never doubted but 
that it wouid ; for, though imaginary merit commonly 
complains of being unrewarded, real merit, ſooner or 
later, in ſome ſhape or other, {eldom fails of ſucceſs. 
You have alr eady experienced this, and will, I hope 
and believe, expertence it every day more and more. 
Your paper alreadv wants but very little of equalling 
the beſt that any other country furniſhes, and J fee no 
Treaſon why you ſhould not bring it ſoon to ſuch a point 
of perfection as to ſupply all the demands of Ireland, 
and poſſibly ſome of England; for at preſent we im- 
port a great deal from other countries. Let me give 
you one piece of advice, though I believe you want it 
leſs than moſt manufacturers in Ireland. Never think 
your paper either good enough or cheap enough, be it 
ever ſo good, or ever ſo cheap; but always endeavour 
to 
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to make it both better and cheaper; and ſacrifice a 
little preſent and precarious to future and permanent 
profit. Acquire the public confidence in the goodneſs 
and reaſonableneſs of your manufacture; and your for- 
tune will be ſolid and laſting, both to you and your 
family, if they will tread in your ſteps. ' 

I know a thread merchant at Rotterdam, who hath 
got above thirty thouſand pounds by his induſtry, 
punctuality, and integrity. He never let a yard of bad 
thread go out of his hands, and never took a farthing 
more than reaſonable profit; by theſe means he hath 
acquired ſuch confidence, that people make no difficulty 
of ſending a blind-man or a child for what thread they 
want, ſure not to be deceived either in the quantity or 
the quality of it. At firſt he got little, but then he 
lived low; his profits increaſed faſter than his ex- 
pences, and his expence now bears a juſt proportion to 
his fortune. Moſt trades-people in Ireland begin juſt 
at the other end, and therefore end fo ill as they fre- 
quently do, By what you have done it 1s plain you do 
not want theſe hints; and I hope your example will 
ſuggeſt them ro thoſe who do. I am, with that eſteem 


which you deſerve from all Ireland, and from all thoſe 
Who wiſh it as well as I do, Sir, 


Your faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


L E I. 
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TO SAMUEL DERRICK, ESQUIRE. 
London, February 6, 1767. 
S IR, 


W HEN I left Bath, I thou ght left your throne 
as ſolidly eſtabliſhed as 5 throne . in Europe. 
You ruled with lenity, and your ſubjects obeyed with 
chearfulneſs. Bur ſuch is the uncertainty of human 
affairs, that it ſeems a conſpiracy has broke out, to 
diſtreſs, and even to ſubvert, your government. I do 
not ſee what I can do at this diſtance to aſſiſt you, 
knowing nobody at Bath but my brother and lord An- 
cram, Who are both, as I am informed, much in your 
intereſt. There is a committee, you ſay, formed 
againſt you; form a counter committee of your moſt 
conſiderable friends, not forgetting two or three of our 
tough countrymen, who are Manu quam conſilio promp- 
tiores. Among gentler, but perhaps not leſs effectual, 
meaſures, you may call ridicule into your affiltance, 
and give their committee the name of The Committee 
of Safety, which was manifeſtly formed to deſtroy the 
then eſtabliſhed government, and (avert the omen !) did 
ſo. They begin with the reformation of your muſic, 
the Round-heads did ſo with the organs; but the latter 
meant more, and ſo do the former. The profit is the 
real cauſe of diſcord, and therefore 1 am atraid that 
| ſome man of quality and fortune ſhould avail himſelf 
of thoſe civil diſſentions, and come and ſwallow the 
oyſter, and leave you and your antagoniſt only the 
1 5 For my own part, I ſay, O king, live for ever! 
am, 


Your faithful and loyal Subject, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LK . 
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TO THE SAME 
London, March 17, 1767. 
S I R, 


TY? I not tell you when firſt theſe little convulſions 
{ook your throne, that they would tend to fix 
and eſtabliſn it upon folid foundations? This hath 
happened, and I look upon your power. to be, fince 
your reſtoration, more permanent and more extenſive 

than ever. It was the caſe of king Charles the ſecond 
upon his reſtoration, when all his ſubjc&s were in haſte 
to ſurrender into his hands all their rights and privi- 
leges. You are now in poſleſtion of all thoſe at Bath, 

in as full and as ample a manner as the molt abfolute of 
your predeceſlors (Nath) ever enjoyed them. But I 
muſt recommend to you to ule your unlimited power 
with moderation and lenity, and to reflect, that deſpo— 
tiſm is a ſtate of violence which human nature abhors. 
How could you think me ſo bad a courtier, as not to 
be willing that my name ſhould APPEAL in the liſt of 
your flatterers? Make what ule you pleaſe of it, but 
do not put me down in the liſt of your minilters, for I 
do not like that profeſtion. I cannot ſay thai I approve 
of your Poll Tax as a fund for your Civil Liſt, for I 
am convinced it will prove a defictent one, Vour 
Balls were a much better. Your Ealls took in every 
body, and many could not refuſe taking a ticket from 
You ore ie,, Who will flip and ſhuflle out of the way 
of your ſubſcription book. 

1 ſhould be unworthy of my peerage if, now that 
You ate king — — 1 were not, 


| Your loy a a je &, ai id Fal 1 ſervant, 


CHarsTERFIELD. 
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TO THE FARL OF ARRAN. tog 


r XX. 


TO THE EARL OF ARRAN. 


Bath, October 22, 1770. 
MY LORD, 


I CONSIDER lord and lady Sudley's paſling 
through Geneva as a fortunate accident for me, as 
it was the occaſion of reviving me in your lordſhip's 
memory, for whom I always had the greateſt regard 
and eſteem : the advantageous teſtimony which my 
kinſwoman lady Stanhope bare of lord and lady Sudley, 


in a letter to me, ought to have the greater weight, as 


it was unaſked and unbiaſſed; for ſhe could not know 
the part I took in every thing that concerned you: 
and I have been ſo long out of the world, that I did 
not know who lord and lady Sudley were, till I was 
informed by my old friend George Faulkner. Having 
mentioned him, give me leave to ſet your lordihip right 
as to a very great miſtake in a letter from you to him, 
which he ſhewed me. Your lordſhip ſays there, that 
you thought I looked coldly upon you for having pro- 
poſed, in the houſe of commons, the augmentation of 
four or five thouſand men. Now I aſſure your lord- 
ſhip, upon my honour, that I had no ſuch intention : 
it is true I diſapproved of the motion, which I thought 
at that time unneceſſary, and I think time has juſtified 
my opinion. I had always a great contempt for that 
extravagant attempt of the Pretender, which, though 
it ſcattered ſhameful terrors both here and in Ireland, 
I own never gave me one moment's uneaſineſs. In all 
events, I thought the affair muſt be decided one way 
or the other before the troops propoſed could be raiſed 
and tolerably diſciplined; but I well knew, that the 
half-pay of the officers would remain for many years 
a burthen upon Ireland, which I was unfalhionable 
enough ta conſider, and to prevent if I could; but 1 
had not the leaſt reaſon to be diſpleaſed with whoever 

1 propoſed 
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propoſed or voted for that queſtion; on the contrary, 
it flattered my vanity in giving me the nomination of 
all the officers, and might have flattered my purſe till 
more, had I been an infamous corrupt raſcal. I never 
tampered with votes, nor ever made the leaſt diſtinction 
in my reception of the members of either houſe upon 
account of their political conduct; nor indeed could I 
well do it, for your lordſhip well knows that I mer 
with no difficulty or oppoſition during my ſhort admi- 
niſtration : you all judged favourably, and give me 
leave to add juſtly, of my intenttons, and in confidera- 
tion of them excuſed my errors. When I returned 
from Ireland, I thought that the weight of property 
was too unequally divided between the two houſes, and 
preponderated roo much on the fide of the houſe of 
commons; and, therefore, I laid a liſt before the late 
king of fix commoners, of the Jargeſt property and the 
beſt characters, to be made peers, in which liſt I give 
your lordſhip my word and honour you was one: the 
king approved of it; but fate ſoon diſpoſed of me in 
another department, much againſt my inclinations, 
Since that time I have ever heartily, though ineffectually, 
wiſhed the peace and proſperity of Ireland, and ſhall 
always value myſelf upon its good opinion. I aſk par- 
don for this tedious letter, relative only to times paſt 
bar I plead the privilege of ſeventy-ſix years of age, 
which is always apt to be garrulous. 


I am, with the greateſt truth and eſteem, * 
r on 
Your lordſhip's moſt faithful, 


aud abedient ſervant, 


BEL 


„„ 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD 


CON TRASETED WITH 
// We BY (Pe 
OF THE SAME GREAT PERSONAGES 


By other reſpectable Writers, &c. 
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HIS LORDSHIP'S MISCELLANEOUS WORKS. 
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ADVERTIS EME NT. 


HE following Chara#ers and Leiters are 
genuine productions of the late earl of 
Cheſterfield, They cannot want any proofs of 
their authenticity. | 


Whether his lordſhip drew the characters with 
impartiality, and hath given accurate and juſt 
delineations of the principal perſons who figured 
on the ſtage of public life with him ; or whether 
the capital lines forming the likeneſs are diſtorted 
by affectation, prejudice, and the medium of 
party; is referred to the deciſion of the judicious 
friends of the ſeveral great perſonages whoſe cha- 
racers are here preſented to them. 


To give the public, however, a more perfect 
view of the originals, and enable them to form 
a better judgement of the noble earl's portraits ; 
likeneſſes of the ſame eminent perſons, his co- 
temporaries, by other reſpectable hands, are an- 
nexed. It is hoped that theſe will prove accept- 

able, as, either in comparing or contraſting them 
with his lordſhip's, they will help to illuſtrate 
and finiſh the reſpective characters, and may 
communicate both inſtruction and pleaſure. 
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Waſſenaer de Twickel (Count). His letter of congratu- 
lation to lord Cheſterfield on his being appointed ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, iii. 394. His account of the deplo- 
rable ſtate of Holland, iii. 396. 


World. A periodical paper, in which lord Cheſterfield 
Wrote, iv. 149. 


Y. 


Yorke (Colonel). Appointed ambaſſador to the States 
General, iv. 110, 


DIRECTIONS for placing the CUTS. 


Head of lord Cheſterfield, to face the title of vol. 


J. 
Lady Halifax, to face page. 15, vol. I. 
Earl Stanhope, page 41, vol. I. 
Van Slingeland, page 87, vol. I. 
Earl of Scarborough, page 29, vol. l. 


The emblematical figure of lady Cheſterfield, w face 
the title of vol. II. 

Thomas Prior, Eſq. to face the title of vol. Il. 

Biſhop of Wartertord, to face the title of vol. IV. 


Vol. IV. Dd c H A. 
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